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BOOK ,XIX- , V 

HE prince of Parma did not liegleft. book 
the opportunity which the diftrds oc* ^^^^^ 
cafioned by the death of the prince ofi ^ ^sH* ^ 
Orange afforded him> to pcrfuade the confede^* difpoetion 

•^ * of the 

rated provinces to accept of peace. But their* suw*. 
diftruft of Philip, their attachment to the pro- 
teftant faith, and the otlier caufes meh'tiontd 
above, ftill retained their influence, and ren=- 
dered them averfc to any refconcilenrierit with a 
prince, againft whom their indigrfatiori was 
more inflamed than ever^ by the cruel injury 
which they had lately- fufl^ered. They could' 
attend to nothing now but how to profecutc 
the war with vigour, or to tcftify their refpeflk 
for- the memory of the prince of Orange. 



hU fattJ^f^rdwd^ ,w^, pnJy-.dghtcen J^a^j^^^ 

c^f«<i^4.-thgTnoft fangiwne expcdtiai^hs.cif hb 
count(n^g}pn| ^c States b«ftowe4 ^iSj^tgDOttcft 
PFli%ri^^L4^Wti^s which. *hi^ fad^e^r.^fead'cn^ 
JSjS^-i B?iWfi&:ci;p?^ting.;hijnijHg^ 
thc<y{^jo%,iJi^y oonkrrcd upon hiin.ithc.igdr 
ven>Ri§9E.fif;JJo^^^dj ^^e^Und^ aiKt. lUir^chc- 
AjVKik:<>^€i? »>^ftjpply his. wan? of :>€j^i§riclice;s 
ilod itcw»e lijdifeeing g^ly^ infti;u<9:ed in the mi^ 
l^ty i^fi^hey tppoinit^ ^^mnt- Hcshadoc^ tike 

RciitftW ^-:^^»^^ihHi^c(>ndu£l pf.,the St^s^ wlHCbEj^ 
h^ii^5crflf^|a«|§d wifh,;la F§?|lfiJe^pfr-rr 

CorofSaxofiy of th* fame A»n»e.. -. ^ * k « .. 

.^ . vi . :. ^ at 



of peace, he fft)<»iSd«d with ^eat aairity in • J^J/^ 
the i^ilary operaiichs which he had begun in ^ v ■» 
Bribafeiifia Flanders; and his fticccfswas in '^^ 
ptdpomoti to the prudence and vigilance which 
he exerted. Befides the towns aboine men^^ 
tionedy he had lately acquired Vilvorden and 
Dendremonde, but he had not yet Veduced 
Ghent, Bruflels, or Ant^rp^ To hive pro- 
emkd feparately igainft each of tfiofb places, 
in tte ordinary way of ffegcs, wcmld 'have pro* 
ttaAed^the iJrar to an ekctlSve lert^*^ Inltead' 
of :^«i method, he bcthouj^t himrdf of anb* 
ther; w^iiHi was fuj^gefted by the%uiiti6h df 
the fei;!^ t6^hi> ^*^hd tht iniiturei <if' their te^ 
foorcvdj (if&ik wis to make hiftiielf mafterof 
thbbankrdf ti^erite^ Wdeantls on Wkii^ €h«f 
ftoo^r'whflb he tint but fipng parties dfhdrret» 
fcbu^t9ieiKljacentcouhtfy» Ahdthi^he notbntf 
pu€^^<^*to their trade, without wfilch^thef 
could not fuTjfift, but cut off all of tl*ftf*ti# 
Antwerp from every fort of commUnicatioa 
Tiirii Other ^^aees. Fc^ fev6rri^moiithsi-hd*r- " ' 
tfv«ri^th«1tthaKfahlfi' tfeclked fentseri^^^ 
tci«is^^?«ee4>mriibd«!idki vvftut^WhiB 

Ki tWkips^ftjr th^al)]^ftfci<ai bF a^fuiMoS' arniy, 
thej^to^^i^bbtt'be^iratic^^^ 'the ^ift tfxtrc^ 
mity, their rcfolution failed, they began to 
liftcit intib^t -pSttehtiy 4d the fckhdrtatronS which 
the fccret partifans of Spain were daily foundi* 
B a ing 



* ^ ft Ic iiig in .their ears ;' and,* at length, fich of them 
H;— v-^ ^ks l/^ere fitiiated in the more interior parts, lirft 
***** iGhflcnt, gnd afterwands ^nxiTels aiifl Ibmc othd- 
iiiland- towns'^ rcfolved to return ^tnicfer the 
-Spanifh government, tipon conditiohs id which 
*iParride had, on difFercnroccafionsi iiwewh him- 
ifirtfwiiling to agree/ . - , 

»: Ok^thefe conditions, the moft important 
iiccre the followmg : ^^ That the people fhould 
feftgage to acknowledge no other fovereign but 
thedcing of Spain': That no religion but the 
Somali catholic ftioiild be permitted, blat that 
thfproteftants* fhould. be allowed to remain rrt 
^etSffetherlandsfcrrtwo years, in order to dil^ 
iffbk of'tfteir :etfe6ts : That a fum ^ ttibnty 
^ovldrhe paid for defraying thcf cxpences of 
j^t .\^dr : That jail paft offences ihbuid be for-^ 
^ea, and all .t&c anpent rights and privileges 
tf Jtke'ihhabitants reftored^ and maintained in-^ 
iribtate.^' ' • - . - » r 

•-ci . ; :- -: . \ • ' ' ' 

^.^In^ rfuWHirtg* his part of thidc. conditions,^ 
Rtraefe not onriy afted with ftridt fidelity, but 
lil^3layed fe'degrfee'.of lenity hird triAdfcration 
lllffC was adnilrably calculated to pi-dmote his 
•rigws* Of* the fine of three hundfid thoufantl 
crbwns, to' which the people of: Gbebt con-i 
fixated in their treaty of llirrendcr, hedemanded 
only two hundred thbufand. And although in 
; - ^ . ^ his 
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bis aft pf indernnity fixpcrfons, more obnoxioua 
than die reft, had been excepted, he required 
frorxi, tjbem only a pecmu^cy .fine. He was like- '^*** 
wife at all times willing to .liften to dic.coiwi « 
plaints of the proteftants, and to redrefs their 
gitevances **.'*.:' 

^ i 

All the confiderablc towns in Brabant were Kqieof 

/•111 A * ,rt-.i ' . Antwerp. 

now fubdued, except Antwerp. The pnncc 
had early jformed the refolution of laying fiege 
to that important city ; and fomc time before 
his acquifition of Ghent and Bruflels, he had 
taken measures for beginning it. But in order 
t& fecure fuccefs, it was ncceflary that his ut- 
moft fltill and ftrength fiiould be exerted 3 and 
he . now applied himflelf to the profecution of 
his deiignj with all the anxiety, zeal, and iiW 
duftiy^ whi^h an obje<5fe of the higheft qonfe^ 
quence deferved. - 

Antwerp was It this time not only tJierich-^ 
eft and moft fplendid, but likewife the ftrongcft 
city in the Netherlands. As it lies extended 
along the banks o( the Scheld, and the confe- 
derates ftill maintained their fiiperiority at ifea, 
it was thought to be fufficiently fecured on one 
fide by a ftrong y^l which ran parallel tothe 
fiver I and on the other fidejs it was fortified by 

^ Mctcrcn^ p. 368. 

^ B ^ ram- 
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riMipkrd of extradfrdMayjr fttettgA/ afidf * ditch 
faicd With water, ef fudi 'depth and^ biiitedth, 
***** ^as in the opihian of thofe times reiidered' it 41- 
moftirnr>regnabIc, ' ^ ^ " ' ^^ 

Sob» Va$ die'jwdgment foimcd of k^ 
prince: of ^Parm^ ahd tin this account he' did 
no% intsend to attempt f ccfefcihg it by ftorm, but 
to liavb irel56^rfe to ^€ IteWfeMnethod of blbck- 
^de; \rhich he kneNi^ thtift foorier or later ptxivfe 
iiiccefsful^ ^' -■'^' ^ ''- ^' ■.•>•.; i- 

: 0«F ;<He Tide towatds 'Ihib land> iie found k 
extreme!^ eaiy-to ^-ender the blocfoadtf ^^om-; 
ptote> Ii4 tht States had' ho^arnny abitf to, coft- 
tend N^^itfi'^hjm in the field>' *tid aB: «te -tteigti^ 
b^uring t6wns were in^ hH p6fifeffion . ^ BlfP thdfe 
Circumflarites he percfti^ed ^v^ld 1b€-6f liiil^ 
. advknti^,-'^hile' thc^-bfefic^ged-^t^nrriittii^iiii^^ 
tcrs of the Scheld j and therefore, to deprive 
them of this refource, was the great objeft to 
which all his oj>erm&di^ifS^w^ thi$ <:elebrated 
fiege, .-wert greeted.' •''^^^ ,r.i:/.::: .■; joi :tc| -?/. 

: Thei p»:^le c^Amw^p^^had penetra^dikt^ 
his ddfigny^and'j|iad'^4>rl»tbd.iiioth inuiheir 
.pOT«r t£r'prfiY8nt;hhi)t)dH>xaii[ icarryiiigx^ti hfito 
execution. '^WitH: thiifvfe^ith^Aad^ilftfliftdd 
two forts; onj© bn>ca<fhffi^j(iDifitlm/ri^er,^3ib0at 
three miles below the^ t^n i to one of which 

they 



*i^, g*re- tte nmrt^ H)f ;lii?jffkcirf^ to » ^^^ 

the.c^ri^chatpf I^Uov Farnefe jy4gPdiMi?r ^^ ^ / -^ 
ce%j-l9K begin feis .Qpepaiions with ccduc:ing *-^** 
thefe fbrts. He fent the m^uis dc Rpubai3 
againft LieflFkenfoech, which (tood on the 
Fianders fick of ibe{Sch?ld» while Mondragon 
ilaad.Hege to Lillf^i nRcfubais ibund .no grcnf 
difficulty^ in fulftUm^^fthe gcacral^s iatcntbn 
.witllcregard to . Licffk:enfi)ccl|. \ Bvt MoAdra*- 
gPIl'^ j^tempt^n j:he fort of Lillq if as not, at* 
tended with the fame fuccefs. Thi? fprf wto 
valiantly defended by colonel Balfour, a Scotch 
.^fi«E)lpCa4if^P.gpife<d m^rit, andiTeligny^^he 
4Sfw$hyifeA^ th^fbr^vicl-a Novc, AftcJ! faat^ 
*iroisitl|*1:^mp^K5 ffor iWeral days^ Mondrar 
-gwlo«t«!tBpfflfdHift t^e ^the fort by ftonn,;. bvtt 
m#3^iim^^'i'^Q}^^^^i i^ulfe,. ^nd^ajally 
jj^fh^^hc gtffp^o^ h44i?padc fomc.^iayai l^efore, 
hf.^^ajboefj^ left tipn (wo thoiv^ 

: UpoH rcceivmgktcHigcnce of thifcdifafb^^ 
the prince of Parma, after fettling the^gOYgmi- 
mcnt of the towns which h^ had lately con-. 
ifucifediisieiwfni^ iJiiNfelfv.t?^ .view: ^) k-tM of 
a6Morv4i ;jHfeifotind.thAt »alL the tim^uSuiU pains 
and bloq^iwkicJi bad^besnifpem: in ^hr fiege of 
thi$/f«trJud been mif^plied:? «id perceived, 
ihat as Jt (loqd at fomediftance from (he banks, 
3.^:^^ ;^ -• : . : ' ::it 
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BOOK it did not materiaUjr interfere with his plan fof 
c--.-.-! putting a ftop to the nayigatiop of the river.^ 

Foi^ this reafon, inftead of pufhing the iiri^ 
mediate reduetipn of it^, he was fatisfied with 
i)logkading it on the lan<l-fide> fo as to prevent 
the exQurfions of ihc .garrifon. 

The prince Having given inflxuftions for this purpofc, 
plan for he Called 4 council gf his general ofncersj and . 
th7s^hfw! laid before ^hena hb projedt for blocking up 
the Scheldj by building a bridge over it, to 
intercept the communication between the be- 
fieged city and the ipsirituhe provinces j an en- 
terprife which, had it failed^ would have ex- 
pofed him to derifion, but which Khewed tha 
boldnef? of his genius, and Has cphtribute^ 
more than almoft any other of his milit^ry/it-^ 
chievements, to raife his charafter to that ex-J 
alted ra^k <vhich it holds in the annals.. pf 
hiliory. 

By. moft of the officers his propofal waj re^ 
garded as chimerical. For where, faid dicyj^^; 
can materials be foupd for fo great an under- ^ 
taking ? And even if they ihould be found, 
yet how is it poffible to tranfport them hither ? 
By land-carriage, it is utterly, irnpra£licable ;, 
nor would it feem to be much eafier by water, 
while the enemy poffefles fo great a fuperibrity 

in 



PHILIP n. KING OF SPAIN. ' 5 

jn njivftl forxte. Befidestba*, no beams, they boo k- 
obfenred| i;inere of fixSiciear length toTcachthe %--^,J-s# 
botlQih of the river, '5*4» 

To build a bridge of ftiips, they thou^t, 
would be equally imprafticable, beeaiifrhe 
did not poffcfs fo gr^at a number ^s wito ne^ 
ceflary, and ft would bc-impoffibie to colleft 
them from different plates, in the face of a 
vigilant enemy, of a fuperioy naval ftrcngth. 
And even aHqwing it were pofliblt, dt^et Witll 
beams or fliips to conftnid fnch a bridge as Was 
pr6jefte4i 7^ i^ would be (fuickly deftmyed 
by the ice, or by the tides .and ftorms,. or by! die 
pneiTiyt . ...... i 

But F^rnefe, "confcbus of :refources4ti*thc 
Utility of ' his genius, of which his officery 
couM form no idea, was not difcouragcd by 
thefe objcftions. He confidered that the mea- 
fiire on which .he had refolved was the only , , , 
one by which Antwerp could be reduced,* and 
that till he ihould reduce that city, and there- 
by get poffeffion of a naval force, the towns 
lately acquired (which ufually carried on th^ir. 
trade by the way of Antwerp) muft fufFcr the 
greateft inconveniencies, and it would be in vain, 
iox him to attempt ^he conqueft of the mjiri-. 
time provinces. , 

Determined 
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J)zn%wmt> by. thefe eonfideratioost » he 
proceeded inlUntly to. make the^preparatiofis 
neceflaiy /for executing his defign* Having 
firft founded the river, and mcafured its breadth 
in differciit places^ he found, that between the 
yillagp of Ordam in Brabant, and Caloo in 
Jlan^r^, it wa^ neither fp deep nor fo broad, 
as. above or bdow^; t A* this place therefore he 
refolved (o byild a bridge. And he began with 
railing:(wo ftrong fprts, oppofite to each other 
na the d^i»$nt fides of the river, befides feve- 
ral redoubts, on which, as well as on the forts, 
he planted a great number of cannon^ to de« 
£uuifhfe Jicidge^ when finifhed, and tor proteft 
the wdrkmoo while engaged in building it. 

Ill the'm099 time he rimfikcked all the com^ 
try round i^i? materials, smd had the goodibr? 
tunc lo find at Dendremonde and Ghent, gr^f 
quantities of tvery thing requifite (Qr the in^ 
tended work* If he could have conveyed Jiit 
materials fior Caloo down the Scheie a gceai 
expence of lahou]:rand tissie wouH have.bioea 
faved . This he rcpwtedly: attenapted i ^ btai Jie 
foon fbumd that it wai impoffible to eicapc the 
^gilaiice <>f the^eitiziertsi^^hobeingr dirihfted^in 
all their opemion]& bf Sc/^AldegMde; lay »^ai$ 
'for his boat^'ftCflrp A«w<^«f^' afldc tookQi^ 



dcftroyedkteift.- 



j-how t).:, 
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■'" Iij^«fi0*r*to avoid the repetition' of thistlif- •J,^^ ^ 
^ti^/farncft^^mide,- on the Flanders fide near * " ^ ' > 
BW/cA?, which ttands higher than Antwcfp, a **^ 
lai^e cut in the dyke of the Scheld, by which 
he laid all the neck of land between Borcht and 
i^aldo tinder water r xjpening an' egreft for the 
wkter by another ciltucar Caloo, and tranf-* 
porting his apparatus for the bridge actoCt the 
imindStion. Thfs expedient rendered it unne- 
©rfftrf for his^bofttsi ta paft by Antweipj and 
thejpt ilfeewife. ^mived foonef at their ^dtined 
f^m: 3ii: . ^ .. ' \ '../-' I ■ :. 

;?Bn<T St* Aldegbnde having builta^cedbobtoii 
the Sraliahfciide^ opposite to the catatBorcht^ 
and ftationed fome armed vcflels to cruize there, 
fy6h^ fendei*^ the pttffitge as difficult as bdbrc. 
Ftehfefo^ar^^th^dfi^e obliged to adopt ahdther 
*i5iesdi«flt/^^«i&^h more labortous^ than the for- 
imr,^fbuCvWhich fee ^ knew would certainly be 
fttceifdeid with &co&fs« This was to dig a canal 
fifteenJtjQiah'inite^ in length, to join the inv 
imdation jutft now mentioned; with a little river 
ivhitjki faB^i iflto the Scbcld at Ghent. That 
hdinnjgfiit^ finilh ithis^arduous undertaking the 
mclre?:!^>efedilyi, he fixed his head-quarters at 
Beinerei^ in the neighbourhood of the canal^ 
wdlwas pcrpettiaHy.prefenthimfelf, exhorting 
and encouraging the workmen j and fometimes 
taking the fpade and pick*axe into his own 
•' ' hand. 



f* 
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» o o K band. The work was ftoi&ed with wondenful 
1^...^ .^ expedition, and ftiUy ^nfwered his cjcpeftation, 
'^**^ As the enemy could have no accefs .either to 
tfhc canal, or the river with which it commu- 
nicated, he conveyed all neceflary materials 
jnd engines 'from Ghent without oppofition^ 
and immediately afterwards bfg^n the con-r 
ftrijftion of the bridge. 

Pefcriptlon . The two extremities of this edificp werQ 
bridge. formed of huge beams, driven intp the bot^ 
tom of the river by the force of engines,. an4 
ftrongly bound together by other tranfverfe or 
crofs' beams. This part of thf wqrk called the 
ftacados or eftacados, ran from each fide of th^ 
river towards, the middle of it, as .far, as thg 
depth of the water would allow j -yy^hich on the 
Flanders fide was two hundred feet^ apdonthc 
other,, nine hundred. Thefe ftacados were only 
twelve feet broad, except towards the two ex-r 
jtremi'ties, nejct the centr? of the river, wherg 
their breadth being increafed to forty feet* 
/ two forts were erefted upon them, and fur- 
nifhed'with^artillery. The whole was coveiped 
at top with ftrong planks, and a parapet five 
feet high, of the thickeft planks, was raifed 
upon it fbr the fecurity of the foldiers. A row 
of piles *was then driven deep into the bottom 
of the rivcr^ parallel to each of the ftacados, 
. tt the diftwce.of a few feet from them^ and 

ftrongly 
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ftrorigjy faftened to the beams of which fbtf ^'^^' 
'were toumpofed'. Befi4es . which, another row w. 



pf'^ong bearns- pointed with iron, was placed '^^^ 
horizontally a little* aboi^ tbe furface of the 
watery {bet;ehing out to a?coi»fi4€fable length 
from the bridge on both fide§, fo a^ ta make i{ 
dangaxms for fhips to approach. • 
. ■ . -.-.•-. -^ . -■ . -. . ' . ' 

By this part of^ the work, the navigation of 

the river was confiderably . ftraitened 1 but a:j 

there was an open fpace in the middle, te-r 

tween the heads of the eftacades, ^of nwre thaq 

one thoufand two hundred and fifty feet, fhij 

enemy's fhips taking advantage fomctimesvof 

tihe night, and fometimcs of .the wind and tide^ 

continued, though not without lofs, to pafr 

and repafs as formerly ; and the city was Ailt 

abundantly fupplied with provifions. Farheli? 

having from thfe beginning intended to fill v^ ./ :t 

Aeinternaedlat(^ fpace with fliips, had witb great 

difficulty coUefted two and thirty, which hc^ 

judged to be a fufHcient number. Thefe veflels, 

after the niarfs had been taken out, were placed 

\Vith their fides parallel to each other,, ar the; 

diftance ' of about twenty feet. They werci 

ftrongly faftened together by chains, and wero* 

fixed in their places by anchors at both endS)> 

in fiich a manner that thei failors could (hori€ii> 

or lengthen the cables, as the tide either rofe or 

fell. Over the intermediate fpacts, ftrong 

- beams 
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* xiS * 1>C8*™ ^^^^ front CM fliip.tO'awDtfeen: Q^lpoM 

^■' M t"" » thefe i^yedaid; pianks:^ lisrnSfj the ;firfl% fW« rf 

'^ parapet was^toc&ed, «fe ihat^which ^^vras^ini&d 

on the ftacados* fTHfrty ^folidiersiiftndvfouf 

failors wejte^p^e ©n^bofir^^di lhi{^ ^lid ^all tii« 

Clips were- pUn^d with aBtiflery, '. * -i^- 

For the gfeaftr ft^^uriiy of tfas pirt^f^fe; 
work, a flota one tlioufknH ^tW hundfed- IPeet 
long was cartftru6led of iJ^i-ks,^ bound togethfef • 
in thefamennahtter as the ftips rf wHicW thb*^ 
bridge was formed, with the fame fort of beaajnrf: 
pointed with iron, refembling a file of pikes, 
firecching from that eiid of the baarks^^whichr iiy 
next to she enemy:. .. . Theie. bark& jWODebBhscl 
with eiTipt7icaiks, to pre^s^entitheiti fboift^beiisg^ 
fuflk> and were fixed:in their. pJace tgnanchomiiT 
Of this kind^M:flatai.!t!WO owiere xafribaJtSfat^.; 
t|t|; confiftiog ^eadhr df r two md itkiTfy'--'isBt]is^^ ^^- 
ab^ve^ «!id the odkr'belo^^^the.'h&dge^vattl^ 
diftanccioftwoi fauiidcdd:yard«J vCI .gr;,iO L^ 

-Xhis ftupendoQS iw^mi^^ ,fk:idihed! empio^ rl 
' o«mtco?^^TKe.^.pflrii«f^ 
forOTKwe Jtkan* lpff:2p:yars>::> WitjioxDO aofiebtii?^^ : 
jSonfidd^BIe afoen^tU^k-^^oodkcIVnot^hliAre bisqan:. 
€3^eciiti^j5.anditbe^m>iioc^b£iib;is;,fl^ fbch' - 
4l&dyastt%diudsE^ifaiai&ancis,bii^ me, j^ ^h^l 

.i? 'v VT,n\.V>i" moil T>rl'.ji;v^ ..IBm ilii : 

. : i V . .^ ; ; many 



mao^JftriIdiig.Fiioo6 :which:Fameftr«hibitcd book 
(III dwl QMtfioni of ithat cxtraoidiilary aftivity i». ^ ■» 
jtr»l:raterprife by^whidli his chtnt&cr is £o emi- '^^ 
mndydiftiiiguiihed* With infinite kbourand 
dij^oiltjriJip h^ oquipped^ at;:Ghei\t and Pun* 
kirk> forty armed Tfiflel^^i and j^itt.t/iem Kinder 
the command of the marquis de Roiibais ; who 
beiag/weU fupported by xhp fix^ and redoubts 
oa fih< baiik$ of <hc ' river^ fvoic^fjd the work- 
meo^-'in fpite of the Anoft visj^irousMefibrts 
"p^cl^ the^ bcfiegcd cbuld make to interrupt 

tham^d 1>^ 1 »• . '. ' -•: > '' ^ . "I'v .;.//•.--:;■ • 
.V3>'iq ^o ■" -^ ■' ,i't": • *. . T. 'i*,v' [.- .-. '■ 

FAtuitot hoiwevdr ifoUlA not ^ probably. .faave . 
fibodeeded in his edterprife^ if. the United Stanea- 
hfdkieoleBied: themfelves with yigouri>{)ropdri^v 
tioned either to that of the enemy; ortaifbe 
hi^iK^tanoe of the prize contefted. It noi#-* 
appeared' lioW'^ac was the lof$ which thecon^v 
federaeyjbad'iiiftaitaedin the death of dbepriMt' 
of Orange. By William's fiiperiorxanl^.wil^. 
domj and experience> fome turbtilent leaders 
hadofaeen> reftrained> who> af«er his deith^: ih- 
dd^^ diieiria^tiousi interefted fpiritj wid)oui^ 
regard, to die pernicious conlequences whkrh.: 
vnag^ enfue. .Attiong/thefb.wiis Treflong^* 
whonl the States had :9()pointedxjommapder .c€j 
thrlfl^t, dtf ftincd >for the ^ teSicfe^of ^twarpu > 
This man, whether from treachery or froai 
private reientaieotK|>aiiiifl(ir^gardi!to his in-* 

Itruftionss 
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^xix^ iltruaidii*;;bnt 66 difffereni pictencei; ^t firft 
v ^ ^r^ cfclayed putting the crdcA o!(F)thc S<»tc» in ex- 
***^* ecutiori, and at laft told therrt- that he would 
nor fell, unlcfi fome.pcrfons Mfkh whom he had 
quarrelled were ^emqved from the inagiftraqr; 
Oti this occaficqii prince Maurice called an af- 
fembly of the States of the proVinbe^ difmiflcd 
Trdlong from his erapioymenti and put him 
uridier^ arrcft. The comm^d of the fleet was 
"^tcff given to count HcAentoe ; feijt the' time 
in which it^ operations might hti^ pj6ved ef- 
feftual, was paft 5 and the bridge, with all it* 
fortiffcationsj as above defciubed, was almoft 
fiaiftediL! : ; - • * .....!: T 

confterna. . No-word^ caivci^pirefs thjC aftoiiiQiJweftf^iWhicIX 
bXgeV.^^ k 'excited in the, minds. (^ the b^€^^i . ^% 
<be<oftime.n€€mwt..of the w^l^^ijthey ha^ re-, 
garded it rath^^X 9il . Qbje<^ ef 4^ifi<»i^ - tha» 
a& 'fitted td e^ci$e^ §ny ferieiii^ cip^ehtafion or 
d^mtu Thefc .anHicty and tewttr now were in 
|H!$ft>Qifti««ttf^.*th?ir folfmer cQn^ejice a^nd-fe*^ 
c»rity. •THfeJ'-A^ ap emi^/ftrop.put to tljeir 
V^e in c,ytrjyf^tex^^ Th^y alre^y feit ma- 
lty; fi{ the ineoftye^encies of a fiige. Their 
^wwgtnatibns Be^teft|itcd> mrthe moft drcadfut 
h^ht, the cabttmties which they wtfe tbout.ta 
firfFer ; and: jpttftw :of all ranks btgap. to. .talk 
c£the neceffity- of preventing them ii^ mncj^ by 
miikmg theiripijate with th«?enem/. But thc^ 
w . i" 6 t were 
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Vrcrt divided from fptming any fixed rcfoln- ' ^iix.'^ 
tion by St* Aldegonde, who employed all hi« ^^---^^ 
eloquence wd ^ddrefs to roule their abhorrence '^'^* 
of the Spaniflx yok^, and to jnfpife them with 
the hopes of being able^o raife the fiege. 

'^ It is not fvurprifiQg, faid he^ in an aflem^ Speech of 
biy of thoic who held public offices in the town» p^*^ 
diac many, of our feUow^citizens fliould tremble 
at the proipeft of thofe hardfhips which ufually 
attend a long continued fiege« But while we 
caft our eyes forward to thefe> let us refle& on 
the calamities which we have reafon to dread 
from a furrender. We have fecn, within thcfe 
few years, two Imemorable fieges, the fiegc of 
Hac^km, and chat of Leyden. The people at 
Haeriem> rather than fubmit to the laft extre* 
mities^ chofe to throw themfelves on the mercy 
of the Spaniards. But how bitterly xiid they 
repent c^ their having donefo? Andhowmudi 
better had it been to have £allen in the field of 
battkj than to fuffer, as fo great a number of 
the braveft did, .that ignominious death, to 
which they were doomed by the cruel Spaniard ? 
The inhabitants of Leyden, on the other hand, 
rcfclved rather to die^ than to deliver (hem^ 
ielvcs i^^.to fuch a perfidious eoemy ; and ch^ 
confisquenee of chtdr. adhering to this.reiblutioa 
was^ t;^ the &^ wa$ ^aifedj and apfri^d p^t 
to sU 1^€$r miiferks« Can we h^&^Ui in dcr 

VoL.IIL C . ciding 
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i^ ^ xix.'^ ciding which of thefe examples we ought to 

^— NT-— ' follow ? Is not death more eligible than fub- 

^ ^' miffion to the dominion lof an enemy, from 

whom we have endured fuch intolerable out- 



rage? 



^* If this city fhall fall again under the yoke 
of thefe oppreflTors, can we doubt that the cita- 
del will be reftored, and with it all the tyranny 
which they were wont to exercife ? Will not our 
religion be profcribed, and the inquifition 
eftablifhed? This illuftrious city will then be- 
come a colony of Spaniards. Her commerce 
will be ruined, and her inhabitants obliged 
to wander in fearch of places of abode, forlorn 
and indigent. But why ihould I thus defcribe 
the difafters of a furrender ? There is ftill no 
reafon for dclpair. It is impoffible that this 
bridge can Hand long againft the efforts which 
we fhall make for its deftruftion. Let us not 
therefore be wanting to ourfelves ; but with a 
fixed unalterable purpofe> let us embrace the 
glorious alternative of liberty or death/* 

' By thefe exhortations, joined to the refpe<2 
in which his charadter was hejd, St. Aldegondc 
gained over the citizens to a perfeft conformity 
withhis fentiments; and perfuaded them to renew 
the oath, which they had fonperly taken, never 
to i^eturn under the dominion of the king of 
5 ^ Spain. 
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Spaiiifc. An fedift was then publifhed, prohi- ^ ^ o k 
biting all perfons, under the fevereft penalties, ^ — v— -^ 
from liftening to any terms of accommodation '^'^* 
that might be offered i after which they pro- 
ceeded with redoubled ardour to put in prac- 
tice fucjh expedients as had been devifed for the 
demolition of the bridge. 

In order to effeftuate this, they had been prepm- 
for fome time paft employed in preparing fire- b?ficg°d foV 
fliips, under the direftion of Giambelli, a ce- thrbild^i!* 
lebrated Italian engineer, who appeiars to have, 
been the author of this invention. They were 
formed of the thickeft planks, and had each of 
them a mine or chamber in the middle. This 
mine was built, in the ftrongeft manner, and 
filled with gun-powder, and with rugged ftones> 
bullets, and fuch other weighty materials, 
rammed hard and clofe, on purpofe to incrieafe 
the refiftance, and augment the force of the 
explofion. c 

The citizens laboured at the fame time in 
conftrufting a flat-bottomed veffel of extraor-* 
dinary ftrcngth and fizcj with which they in- 
tended to .attack the forts and redoubts on the 
banks of the river. This enormous machine 
was more properly a floating caftle than a fhip, 
and the town's people had, on account of the 
fanguine expectations which they conceived 
. ' C 2 from 
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^ xrx*^ from it, given it Ac name of the *Vcad of 
the war." 



While the people of Antwerp wei« thus 
cmployed, the confederates who lay at Lillo, 
lindcr count Hohenloej nSade a vigorous attack 
on the fort of Lieflrkeafoech> and compelled 
the garrifon to furrender. From LiefFkenfoech, 
thcjr proceeded againft another fort q£ th6 name 
df St* Antony, which they likewilc reduced with 
the fame facility. When intelligence was brought 
to the prince o( Pirma of their defcent, he fct 
out with a detachment of his army to oppofc 
their progrefs, but both the forts had furren- 
dered before he could arrive. Being enraged 
^ainft the commanders of thefe forts, on ac- 
count of their haying made too feeble a itlift- 
amce, he ordered them both to be beheaded oft 
the dike of the Scheld, in fight of the enemy. 
He was the more concerned for the lofs of 
LiefFkenfoech, as it gave the enemy free pof- 
feflion of the navigation of the river below the 
bridge, and thereby tended to facilitate the 
execution of ailiy defign which they might form 
for its deftrutEtiori. 

Arfirft he imagined that the folicitude^hich 
the confederates haid ihcwA for the rectovery of 
LiefFkenfoech, hid proceeded frdm their in- 
tending to m4ke cui attempt upon the lon^t 

. fid«? 
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Hdt of the bridge. But it foon appeared, that ' ^^ * 
their only view was to fecond the operations of ^ ■ s / ^ 
the befieged, and to complete that ruin which *^^' 
they cxpc&ed the expiofion of the fire-fhips 
would certainly produce. 

These veffels were fent down the river^ with 
a favi^urable wind and tide> on Jthe fourth 
^ ApriL The Spaniards, who had got Anne 
imperfed inteiiigence of their ^at<ure> were 
filled with the xuoft anxious eKpeS^tionsv 
They knew them to be the fire-fhips ft^mihfifi 
DQufuid appearance, a^nd were varioufly zS^ri 
ed, according to the various conje(5):ure^ which 
tbey fontied of the effe(9a that were about to 
be p{3Qduced« But they were ail alilce prx>mpted 
byscqriofity, to behold a fpedacle ^hich Ji?^ 
ntrot been exhibited in any fiege beforie. And 
theJKtnks of the river« the forts and redoubts^ 
aMl^at^ren tKe bridge itfelfj wece xrowded with 
i^edatot^. 

^ pf.feyei^l veffels which GiambeUi hadpre- 
pj^red,. only two yere conftnifted in the nun-* 
fiej:>«bpve ffientionedii. the one of which con- 
tained in its mine fix thoufand pounds of 
gun-powder, and the other, feven thoufand 
fiyQ kwk^Tfd ppiHX^s* Qw of them ran afhore 
beiorr it reached the bridge. But the other 
bciqg. more fortunate i|i its dire<5tion, was 
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^ XIX ^ driven towards that part of the bridge, whcri^ 
^^>^- ^ the ftacado on the Flanders fide was united to 
'^ ^' the (hips. A great number of the Spanifh officers 
and fbldiers had the courage to jump on board, 
in order to extinguifh the train, which Giam- 
belli had contrived in fuch a manner, as to 
require an hour before it could reach the mine. 
The prince of Parma had advanced a little 
way on the ftacado, to wait for the event ; but 
w^s prevailed upon by his officers to retire. 
He had fcarcely entered the neighbouring fort, 
when the explofion happened, with a noife more 
dreadful than the loudeft thunder. A fudden 
darknefs overipread the region round. The 
ground fhook as in an earthquake. The river, 
■ difturbed in its courfe, was thrown over its 
dikes, and poured into the fort of Caloo with 
inconceivable violence. Not only fuch of the 
Spaniards perilhed as had ventured to go on 
board the fire-fhips, but all thofe too who were 
upon the bridge, and many of thofe who ftood 
upon the banks of the river. No language can 
defcribe the horror of the fcene which pre- 
fented itfelf after the fmoke was difpelled. The 
bridge, and both the furface and the banks of 
the river, were covered with the dead and 
wounded; whofe bodies were disfigured in 
a thoufand hideous ways 'by the fmoke and 
llames, and the variou? inftrumepts of deftruc- 
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tion with which the Ihip was ftored. Eightf ^ ^^ ^ 
hundred men were killed, and a great nunibcr .-^-s^-^-^ 
maimed and dangeroufly wounded. Among *^*^' 
the killed were many officers of diftindion j but 
no perfon periflied, fo deeply lamented by the 
prince of Parma, as the marquis de Roubais, 
the general of the horfe j a nobleman diftin- 
guiflied by many fhihing accompUfhments, 
brave, aftive, and expert both in the arts of 
peace and war ; once an enemy of Spain ; but 
who, prompted by jealoufy of the prince of 
Orange, had abandoned the caufe of liberty, 
and ihewn for fome years paft no lefs zeal in 
reducing his countrymen under the Sp^nifh 
yoke, than he had difcovered formerly in af- 
ferting their independence. It was not only 
lofies of this kind which the prince of Parma 
fuftained on this occafion. The bridge like- 
wife fuffered confiderablc damage. Six of the 
Ihips which compofed the middle part of it, 
were burnt i Ibme were forced from their fta- 
tions, and others turned with their keels upper- 
moft, and dalhed to pieces. 

If the confederates had improved the oppor- 
tunity which this havoc afforded them, the 
whole work might have been demoliflied ; and 
in that cafe, a predidlion of the prince of 
Orange would have been fulfilled, that if Far- 
ncfe with fo fmall an army fhould undertake 
C 4 the 
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^ XIX ^ ^^ ^^8^ ^^ Antwerp, it would prove his niin. 

^-— V — ' But, as was obferved by the old experienced 

'^ ^* Mondragon, it appeared from many circutti- 

•ftances in the conduft of the confederates in 

this fiege, that the prince of Orange wto 

dead. 

By ibnie fixange fatality, or fome unac- 
countable inadvertence, or, as one hiftorian in* 
finuates, by a mifundcrftandiog between the 
magiftrates of Antwerp and the adniiraj of the 
Antwerp fleet, thofc firefhips which had.coft fo 
great an expence of money, ingenuity, tifroe 
and pains, were fent down the Schdd before 
any concert had been formed with the confer 
derates at Lillo ; who were therefore unpre-- 
pared to fecond that mighty effort which had 
been made for opening the navigation of the 
river. — Giambelii, though extremely foiicitous 
to know the fuccefs of his invention, remained 
entirely ignorant of it for two days. A large 
reward was offered to thofe who ftiould ven- 
ture to go down the river for intelligence. But 
none had courage to advance far enough to 
make any certain difcovery, nor did the citi- 
zens know any thing of what had happened till 
the third night after, when they received in- 
formation of it by a meffenger from count 
Hqhcnloc, 
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Thi prince of Parma was in the mean time ^* $ J "^ 
employed in repairing the bridge, and he ex- ^ ■■ . y / : » 
erted himfelf with, fo much adivity and vigour, '^*' 
that it was made as ftrong as ever before the 
befieged were acquainted with the damage 
which it had fuftained* His late experience 
fuggefted to him an alteration in the work, 
which was found afterwards of great import- 
ance: this was to remove the Hotas, and to 
form that Jjart of the bridge whicl was com- 
pofed of the fliips, in fuch a manner that, in 
cafe the enemy Ihould repeat their experiment, 
it might be opened at different places to let 
the 'fife-lhips pafs through and continue their 
cc^fie ddwn the river. 

iTHfi fpints of the befieged were ftill fup- otBcr at. 
pelted by the fanguine hopes which they had thT^/' 
conceived from that enormous veflel, which ^*«^» 
they called The end of the war. This huge 
machine was entirely the work of the citizens, 
and was not approved of either by Giambelli 
or St, Aldegonde. It was found, on trial, too 
un^eldy to anfwer the purpofe for which it 
was intended. After planting the lower part 
of Tt with cannon, and filling the higher part 
with mtriketeefs, they made an attack upon one 
of die Spaniifh redoubts j but they failed in 
their trttempt/ and the machine itfelf was fo 

much 
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BOOK much fhattered, as to.be rendered almoft unfit 

*_-.,Jw for future ufe. 
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At Giambelli's defire, the, fenate of Ant- 
werp had again recourfe to their firft expedient 
of fire-lhips ; but the enemy having learnt the 
nature of thefe machines, employed diifFererit 
means to render them ineffeftuah They laid 
hold of them as fbon as they appeared, and 
fbmetimes extinguifhed the trains, and fome- 
tlmes dragged the veflTels to the banks of the 
river, or through the openings in the bridge. 

GiAMBELLi then bethought himfelf of ano- 
ther device, from which he believed that fome 
more certain efFeft might be expefted. Hav- 
ing bound together in one compafted body 
fifteen fhips armed with pointed beams, and 
with fcythes or falchions, for cutting the chains 
and cordage of the bridge, he fent them ac- 
companied with fire-lhips down the river when 
the wind and tide were combined and favour- 
able. The fhock which this contrivance pro- 
duced was very great, but through the wife 
precaution which Farnefe had taken, by niaking 
the openings juft now mentioned, together 
with the unexampled boldnefs of his foldiers in 
laying hold of the fire-fhips, the bridge re- 
ceived no greater damage than cqu14 be 

c^uickly 
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quickly repaired. Some other expedients were book 
propofed by Giambelli, but the fcnate was de- v-y-i^t 
terred from adopting them, partly by the ex- '^'*' 
pence and time requifite to prepare his machines, 
and partly by the difficulty of finding mariners 
and foldiers willing to expofe thcmfelves to the 
danger with which the putting his inventions 
in praftice would have been attended. < 

Th£rx remained now for the befieged only The coon- 
one refource, to which, if they had given proper Sultftdn. 
attention in the beginning, all the anxiety, ex- 
pence and labour, which they beftowed in at- 
tempting to demoliih the bridge, might have 
been faved. In order to form a clear concep- 
tion of what will be faid on this interefting 
part of the prefent fubjedt, it is neceflary to 
remember that the ground on the north fide of 
the Scheld, between Antwerp and Lillo, is 
much lower than the reft of the country, and 
were it not for the dyke of the river would 
every tide be overflowed. This ground is ge- 
nerally covered with water in many places, but 
in other parts it furnifties pafture for a great 
number of cattle with w^iich the Antwerp 
market is fupplied. Through the middle of 
this plain there runs from the village of Cou- 
veftein, where the country begins to rife, to 
the great dyke of the Scheld, a fmaller dyke, 
wiled the Counterdyke of Cpuveftcin, which 

had 
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had been formed to ferve for a road or caufe- 
way. The confederates at Lillo could, by 
opening the dyke of the Scheld, lay all tht 
ground under water between Lillo and the 
counterdyke, while the befiegcd could, with 
the fame facility, introduce the river into that 
part of the plain which lies between the coun-? 
terdyke and Antwerp; and thus, by breaking 
down the counterdyke, the inundations on each 
fide of it could be united, and a free naviga- 
tion opened between Antwerp and Lillo. 

The reader will eafily perceive, that while 
the bridge ftood, the fate of Antwerp depended 
entirely on the counterdyke ; and that, in cafe 
,the confederates could make themfelves matters 
of it, they might bid defiance to the prince bf 
Parma, and without anxiety fufFer him to r£-» 
tain pofleffion of the bridge. If, in the begin* 
ning, they had believed it prafticable for him 
to execute his defign of blocking up tlffi rivcr# 
they could have fortified themfelves on the 
counterdyke in fuch a manner, 'that with the 
afliftance of the inundation, they would have 
baffled his moft vigorous efforts to expel them* 
But they were deceived by the contempt which 
they entertained of his intended enterprlffe, and 
did. not perceive their error in neglefting to 
occupy this important ftation till it was too 
, late. The prince of Parma had already feized 

upon 
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upon it^ and taken every ncoeflaiy precaution 
againft the attempts which he doubted not they 
would) fboner or later^ make to wfeft it from 
him. He committed the charge of defending 
it to two of his moitvigilant officers^'Mondra- 
^ne and Manfyelt. He ordered it to be made 
broader and higher than it was before. He 
ftrengthened it with piles of wood driven into 
it tranfVerfety^ and he ereded feveral forts upon 
it, befides planting redoubts on the dyke of the 
Scheldt with which he intended to take the 
enemy in flank, in cafe they fhould venture to 
approach. 

Thb confederates, however, defpairing rf 
being abk to demdlifh the bridge, refolved, if 
poflibie, to diflodge him frpm the counterdyke. 
And their firft attempt, after laying the ground. 
on each fide of it under water, was made in 
the beginning of May by count Hohcnloc. 
That general had formed the plan of this at- 
tack in c6iiceK with St. Aldegonde, who waa 
to have co-cqperated with him, and had agreed 
to fet iail with the Antwerp fleet ionnediateiy 
after lighting up, on a tower in the city, three 
fires, as a fignal of- his departure. By a mif-, 
take of the perfon to whom the charge of thia 
figaal was committed, it was cxkibited before , 
the time, and through this untoward accident > 
count Hohcnloewas left alone in the e^epur 
2 tion 
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B o^ ic tion of 'his enterprizc. He conduced it how- 
t^i ,r-*^ ever with vigour, and laid one of the forts and 
. '^^^* a part of the counterdyke in ruins 5 after which 
he thought it prudent to retire, and to refervc 
his forces unimpaired till the befieged fhould 
be ready to fecond his operations. This un- 
fortunate attempt ferved only to roule the prince 
of Parma to greater vigilance and exertion. 
Agreeably to' his conjeftures, he faw that the 
principal efforts of the enemy would hence- 
forth be direfted againft the counterdyke : and, 
therefore, he not only applied himfelf with dili- 
gence to repair the damage which it had fuf- 
ts^ined in the late attack, but vifited every day- 
all the redoubts and forts, and reinforced the 
garrilbns with chofen troops taken from the 
feveral nations of which his army was -com- 
pofed. 

The confederates at Lillo, and the people 
of Antwerp, were in the mean time indefati- 
gable in making preparations for another at- 
tack. St. Aldegonde flood almoft fmgle in 
his opinion on this occafion, and endeavoured 
to convince his countrymen, that it would be 
eafierfor them to deftroy the bridge itfelf, than 
I . to make thehnfejves matters of the counterdyke, 
in oppofition to an enemy fo much upon their 
guard, and fo ftrongly fortified. But having, 
fincc their difappointment with regard to the 

cfFea 
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efFed of the firefhips, been acoiftoined to con- ^ ^^ ^ 
fider the bridge as impregnable, they were deaf ^ — ,^^ 
to whatever he could advance upon the fubjeA, ***** 
and he was obliged to concur (which he did 
with all his wonted activity) in the execution 
of that defign of which the majority approved. 

Towards the end of May every thing was B»tieef 
prepared both at Antwerp and Liilo that was terd|k«. 
thought neceflary to fecure fuccefs ; and, on 
the a6th of that month, count Hohenloe, ac- 
cording to concert with St. Aldegonde, failed 
from Lillo early in the morning, with a fqua- 
dron of more than a hundred fhips, having on 
board a numerous body^ of troops, under the 
command of ' the moft experienced officers 
in the United Proyinccs **. He refolved to 
make his attack at the broadeft part of the 
counterdyke, between the two middle forts, 
called the fort of the Pallifades and fort St. 
George, where there was room to entrench his 
troops. In order to facilitate his landing, he 
fent before him four veflels rjcfembling fire- 
fhips, with fome trains of gunpowder, to which 
the fbldiers, who were concealed within, fet 
fire. This device produced the defigned effeft. 
The Spaniards taking the fmoke and flame for* 

j * Jaftin de Naffau, Ifelftein, Fremin, Morgan, and Bal- 
I fiwr. „; 

the 
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ROOK the forerunnen of aa exploljon» retired haftiljr 
^.p^.^^.^ from that part of the dyke to which they faw 
'^'** the veffels approaching. The confederate:^ in 
the mean time advanced^ wd landed between 
jfeyen and eight hundred meni who were quicks 
ly followed by all the reft cf the forces. Th« 
Spaniards then difoovered the artifice by which 
they had been deceived^ and immediately re- 
turning, attempted to recover the ftalion which , 
they had left. An obftinate and bloody nation 
enfued, while the contending parties were fup- 
ported on the one fide by the cannon of the 
fleet, and on the other by thofe of the forts on 
the counterdyke. 

1^ the midft of this contefl: St. Aldegonde 
arrived with the fleet from Antweip, which 
was nearly as numerous as that from LiUo« 
The confederates being thus*powerfully rein- 
forced, kept pofleflion of the ground which 
they had. gained, and while fome of them 
fought, others were employed in cutting the 
counterdyke, and in raifing temporary defences 
<^ piles of wood, and facks of earth and wool, 
againfl: the fire of the enemyr The comba- 
tants being cooped up in a narrow fpace^ every 
ftroke and (hot did execution. But they r©* 
-ceived continual fupplies of frefh men from, the 
4hips and forts, and their courage was fugftrior 
to every danger. Both St. Aldegonde and Ho* 

hciloc 
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henloe mingled with the combatants^ and by ^ Z^^ 
their example and exhortations nouriiOied the w- ^Ji ^ 
defperate and intrepid ardour of the foldiers. '**^' 
" This is the laft difficulty, cried St. Aldc- 
gonde^ which remains to be furmounted* Per* 
fift as you have begun, and Antwerp, that 
bulwark of our confederacy, will foon be de- 
livered* Your liberty, your future fafety, and 
cveff thing dear and facred, depend on the fuc- 
ccfs of your prefcnt entcrprife. We have now 
no choice left but victory or death." 

Thx ^anifh generals were at no lefs pains 
to animate fbeir troops. Both Mondragone 
and Manfvelt, though worn out with age and 
thc' fatigfies of a long continued warfare, dif- 
plajvd on this occafion the higheft degree of 
y^ilr and intrepidity. But, notwithilanding 
their moft vigOTous exertions, the confederates 
ftill maintained their ground. They twice re- 
ptriicd the Italians and Spaniards. Of the ma^ 
terials which they had brought along with 
tketn^ thcyxaifed a confiderable bulwark againft 
Ae enemy's artillery. They made fcveral open- 
iagsrin the Counterdyke, and were fo confident 
i>frvi&oPff that St. Aldcgonde and count Ho- 
hcixk»> after affigning to the feveral officers 
their Te:^(aive ftations, fet fail for Antwerp in 
a ik^ which had pafied through one of theie 
ofiehings, and entered the city in triumpih 

You III. D Their 
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B o ^o K Their defign, it is faid, was to confult with the 
magiftrates concerning fome future meafurcs 
'^'^' which they thought neceflary to be purfbed. 
But what the particular motives were, which 
/ deterrnined the commanders in chief to leave 
their troops at this crifis, is not told by the 
cotemporary hiftorians ; and we are left to fuf- 
peft two men, of vanity and folly, whofe ge- 
neral conduft furnifhes not the fmalleft ground 
for fo unfavourable an imputation. They 
were received at Antwerp with the higheft 
tranlports of gratitude and joy, and the people 
flocked to the harbour, impatiently expefting 
the arrival of the fupplies of provifions which 
they believed to be near at hand* 

But this joy was of fhort duration : the 
prince of Parma wias for fbme time ignorant of 
what had palTed. Having watched all the pre- 
ceding night, he had gone in the morning to 
his head-quarters at Beveren> and retired to 
reft s but being foon awaked by the noife of 
the guns, he felcfted a body of troops, and im- 
mediately marched to the place of aftion. 

On his arrival, he viewed with indignation 
the enemy in poffeflion of the counterdyke. 
He rulhed forward at the head of his battalion^ 
and fighing, exclaimed, " Where, my fellow-n 
foldiers, is now your wonted intrepidity? Are 

you 
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you oot aibuned thus to yield tx) an enemy you ® ^^ ^ 
have So often conquered, aiKl in one hour to u->.--^ 
iofc die fruit of all your labours ? Let who will, '*^^* 
foUow mei I ihall either die, or conquer/' 
iiavifig fpoken thefe words, he advanced to*- 
wards the enenny.with a fword in one hand, 
and a buckler in the other. The danger to 
•which he was expofed, inflamed his troops to a 
decree of madnefs. They returned to the 
€*rarge with redoubled fury, and, in fpite of 
the moft intrepid refiftance, they drove thfc 
confederates along the counterdyke, till they 
came to the place where their companions were 
intrenched : there they flopped. The dilputc 
was dcfperatc, and the confederates, being re-. 
inforced with frcfti troops from their fhips, 
once more compelled the Spaniards to retire i 
but Farnefe, whofe ardour was unabated, ftill 
tirging and impelling them, the attack was 
inflrantly renewed, and the Spaniards proved at 
laft viftorious. 

It was now oixly within their intrcnchment 
that the confederates retained poffeflion of the 
coxmterdyke. The prince of Parma and hi$ 
cmbps msere aware of the difficulty which they 
muft encounter, in attacking an intrenchnrient 
defended by men who from the beginning had 
dHplayed the moft determined bravery j yet 
tbey boJdly advanced amidft an iacefiant fire 
Da both 



26 HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

^ o o K both from the (hips and the intrenchmcnt* 

V— ,,J-j Great numbers feU : ftill, however, they con- 

'5^5* tinued to advance j and whilft thofe who' were 

in the rear maintained, a conftant fire upon the 

enemy, the foremoft ranks were employed in 

demoliftiing the fortification. 

This fortification was Ht the fame time at- 
tacked, on the other fide, by two battalions 
fcnt againft it by count Manfvelt, the one 
confifting of SpaiAards and the other of Ita- 
lians, who vied with each other in giving the 
moft confpicuous proofs of their contempt of 
danger. The leaders of thefe battalions, Ca- 
pifucchi and Toralva, were the firft who en- 
tered the intrenchments I and foon afterwards 
the troops under the prince of Parma entered 
it on the other fide. The confederates, though 
thus deprived of all defence, ftill continued to 
fight delperately, till perceiving that the tide 
was going back, and that their (hips were be- 
ginning to put ofi^ to a greater diftance, while 
frefh Spaniards were pouring in upon them 
from both ends of the counterdyke, their cou- 
rage failed, and they attempted to fave them- 
felves by getting on board their boats ind 
ihips. 

The confc. The Spaniards, nx)t fetisfied with this vie- 

mmUT ^^n^> fl^^g themfelves from the counterdyke, 

2 . and 
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and purfued the fugitives as far as the depth of ^ ^^ ^. 
the ^ater would allow. No quarter was given i^^-v-^«i 
to thofe ^Itiom they overtook. The counter- '^*^" 
dyke^ and the water on both fides of it, were 
covered witlf the flain, and many fell with dif- 
honourable woundsj who for feveral hours to- 
gether had given inconteftible evidence of the 
moft heroic valour. The number of the killed 
on the fide of the confederates, amounted to 
two thoufand five hundred, and that on the 
other fide, to one thoufand. The recovery of 
the counto'dyke was not the only advantage 
which Farnefe derived from his prefent vic- 
tory t he likewilc got pofleflion of more than 
thirty frf the enemy's fliips, with all the artillery 
and engines that were on board. Immediately 
aftcrwhich he proceeded to fill up the breaches 
in the counterdyke, and to repair the damage 
which his fortifications had fuftained. 

Thb befi^ged, being thus cruelly difap- 
pointed in their hopes of deliverance, were 
overwhelmed with confternation and defpair. 
By their late great exertions, their internal re- 
fou^cc;^ were exhaufted, and they had little 
prp^eS: of any foreign aid that could arrive in 
time to prevent the neceflity of furrendering. 
They had not indeed as yet experienced thofe 
intoli^r^hlc miferies which attend on famine in 
a p^Cf jbefieged I but they ibrefiiw that ere 

-;fi I>3> long 
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^xix*^ long thefe mifcrics mpft certainly t^vcrtakc 
them, and they confidered, that to delay mak- 
ing peace with the enemy, could only ferve to 
' ijicreafe the difficulty of obtaining favourable 
terms. Such were the lentiments of great 
numbers of every condition, notwithftanding 
the folemn engagement under which they had 
lately come, of never fubmitting to the Spanifli 
government. St. Aldegonde, apd the other 
magiftrates, laboured to remove their appre- 
henfions, by afTuring them, that not only their 
friends in the maritijjie provinces were 'pie- 
paring forces to relieve them, but that the 
gueen of England intended to exert. herfelf in 
their behalf. St. Aldegonde himfelf appears 
to'have been animated with this hope, and for 
feveral weeks it had the eiffeft wihich he defired 
-' on the minds of the citizens j but their pa- 
tience being at laft worn out, they aflembled 
In a tumultuous manner^ aj[id|perempi:orily,re- 
» quired that ambaffadors fhould be appointed 
to treat of a furrpnder. The magiftrates* though 
extremely reludant, fcamd it neceflkiy tecom* 
ply with their req,ueft % and .accordiiig^y ^ Al- 
degonde, and leveral others of. th^. principal 
inhabitants wcre.fcnt to the Sp^i^^fli <:au3p, 

capituia. They were received by the prince </ Parma 
iuiwwp. in the mqft gracious manner, and mwch more 
favourable terms of acwmmodation were of- 
fered. 
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fered, than they had reafon to expcft. Various ^^^^ ^ 
modvcs concurred in determining this prudent ^. ■ v ' -^ 
general to aft on the prefent occafion with the '^'*' 
utmoft degree of moderation which the king's 
injftruftions would allow ; for, bcfides that the 
granting of equitable conditions to the citizens 
of Antwerp would contribute to facilitate his 
future conqucfts, he confidercd, that his troops 
had fufFered great diminution .fince the com- 
mencement of the fiege; that, by accidents 
which he could not forefee, the bridge might 
be demoliihed j that he had with much diffi- 
culty refifted the efforts which the confederates 
•had already made ; that ftill greater exertions 
were to be apprehended from ddpair ; and that 
the befieged, if compelled by feverity to imi- 
tate the example of Haerlem or Leyden, might 
refift his moft ftrenuous endeavours to reduce 
them, till the queen of England, who was de- 
liberating on the fubjefti fliould refolve to 
efpoufe their caufe, 

MovxD by thefe confiderations, Farnefe 
fhcwcd Wmfelf not only willing, but even dc- 
firovs to bring the treaty of furrendcr fpeedily 
to a obnclufion i but tl;c ambaflkdors of the 
beiii^ed, ftiii flattering thcmfclves with the 
hopes of afiilance, fhsdied to put it off as long 
as pofliUe i nor was the capitulation figned till 
within three days of the time when the whole 
D 4 ftock 
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■ XIX ^ ^^^^ ^f provifions in the city would hare been 
^-— V — ' confumed. This circumftance had been care- 
"'^' fully concealed from the citizens^ as well as 
from the prince of Parma; and was known 
only to the migiftratcs and matters of police. 
It had not therefore the fmalleft influence on 
the terms bf peace,* which were as favourable 
now as if the furrender had been made fomc 
months before. 

In fome reipeds they were more favourable 
than even thofe which had been granted to 
" -Ghent and Bruges. Whereas the proteftants 
of thefe places had been permitted to continue 
.only two years, in order to fettle their affairs; 
in Antwerp, they were allowed to remain four; 
.and although Antwerp was much richer than 
any of* the other cities, and the expence of the 
fiege infinitely greater, yet he demanded a fine 
of only four hundred thoufand guilders for the 
payment of his troops. All the prifoners were 
fet at liberty ; all paft offences were forgiven, 
and no exception whatever was made in tKe ge- 
neral a6t of indemnity ; . nor was any perfonal 
reftriftions laid upon any of the citizens, ex- 
cept St. Aldegonde, who was required to 
engage, that he would not^carry orms^ againft 
the'king of Spain for thfe IJjace of a year.' This 
. circumftance had the appearance of a punifh- 
.mcnt inflifted on this difting;uilhed patriot; 

but 
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but it aught* to be confidered rather as a mark ■ ^^ ^ 
of refped: and honour, {ince it implied an ac- tm^^'^ 
kno^kdgmcnt of his fupcrior merit, and dif- *^^** 
covered the dread i;duch his enemies enter- 
tained of his abilities. * 

NoTw^iTHSTANDiNO this pubUc teftimony 
which St. Aldcgonde received from the Spa- 
-niards, he was accufed of having delivered up' 
the town without neceflity ; and fo raih and ill- 
infpnne4 ^^^^ ^^ States of Holland and Zea- 
land .on this Qccafion, that they forbade him to 
tak^ up his. refidence within their territories. 
Beingi^confcious. of having a^led with perfefk 
intSg^tyj^ he paid no regard to their interdic- 
tion) fbi^-foon after the furrender fetoutfor 
.^le^df^idy-where he required the States -to pro- 
Jtac^, hj^.a^jujrers, and to try him openly » 5 and, 
aj^i^Ofjcwfqrpvej;: ventured to appear, he pub- 
liih^ f vindication of his condu£t, calculated 
to put^ his enemies to filence, and to (hew that, . 
inOx^. of cenfure, he had merited the highefl 

' T^H]fc ill-liumour which the maritime provin- 
ccs^'* cjjjcovered on this o'ccalion, in their inju- 

- fft^aiftfWfiDiiptito«:giiiaii h ttkfn fitni Metertn, the 
,h^^[hixf^iff^^fif^itbt liiftf|mii8 in matters relative to Ant* 
werj^»^^ It differs materially from that of Reidanus, 

*'BcntivogHo, partll. lib. iii. Metcren, lib.xii. Thu- 
^usp nb. Ixxxiiu Reidanus, lib. iv» 

rious , 



^2 HISTORY p^ T^E.*EIGN QF ' 

* o o^i; r^^S( treatiifioftf @f a perfon fc^ ^^lK^?^d and po- 

j^,,-v-w pyJl^ ^^ St. Aklegofld^> pyrpves die €i-iw of 

^*?*^ ihofe who *(Jfrt that ^hefe pl^vinces were act 

dUpleaCed that tlie Spaniard^ had got ppfieffion 

of Antwerp, and that their jealoufy of that conm- 

mcrcial city was the caufe why they did not 

-fsitit djcnifelv«s widi greater vigour to pre- 

^fVe it. A& die circumftances above explained 

fpem to aflford a 'foil account of their inafti- 

^ity in tiie begiiMiiftg of ^he fiege, fo, towards 

-Ae<:lofe of it, it flibuld feem they did every 

<fhiflg f^ the rd'tcf of the bettcged, which they 

•could have done in their own defence. The 

only ^bjeft of their dread at this time was the 

power of Spain. Tfeey <^\Ad not but confider 

^Jfo*wcrp as a buhrait againft Aat power, and 

they could not forefee thofe commercial ad- 

•vfmtages, which they derived afterwards frbrti 

The rcduftion of that wealthy city under the 

Spanifh yoke. * ' , 

9nUnt it' They loon experienced thefe advantages, by 
Bany of its thc Tcmoval of fo great a number of the inha- 
bitants of Brabant and Flande.r3 tQ Amfter- 
dam and Middleburg, that it became neceflary 
to extend the walls of thofe cities in order to 
contain them. And thus thc trade of thc con- 
federated States 'was greatly augmented, while 
that of the fouthern provinces received a wound, 
■of which it never afterwards recovered. The 

prince 
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prince of Parma had provided carefully againft book 
this event, fo fatal to the profperity of his late v.— .-^^I— / 
acquifitions, by. the length of time which he '**^* 
allowed to the proteftants for difpofing of their 
effcfts, and by the mildnefs of his adminiftra- 
tionj but, befides that their averfion to the' 
Spanifh government was become unconquei:- 
able, and that for fome years paft they had 
tafted the fweets of liberty, they were too fin- 
cerely attached to the reformed religion, to 
bear the thoughts of ever complying with the 
catholic, or even to endure thofe reftraints to 
which it behoved them during their ftay at 
Antwerp to fubmit. Philip's bigotry had, in 
the time of the duke of Alva, tranfplanted 
great numbers of his fubjedls, together with 
their wealth and manufactures, into foreign 
Hates, and it now increafed the power of the 
revolted provinces, at the expence of thofe 
which had returned to their allegiance. The 
Dutch began, not long after this period, to 
pufli their commerce to a greater extent than 
ever. They were more able than formerly to 
fupport the burden of the war i and in a few 
years afterwards they found themfelves in a 
capacity, not only to defend their infant ftate, 
but to^ attack their powerful adverfary, with 
Iplendor and fuccefs, in the moft diftant re- 
gions of the globe. 
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ALTHOUGH the profpcrity of the book 
United Provinces was, in the iffue, . ^^' ^ 
greatly augmented by that increafe of inhabi- ' »5«5- 
tants which they received from the conquered g^^*** 
towns, yet, at the prefent period, their fitua- 
tion was more alarming and critical than it 
had ever been fince the commencement of the 
war. The prince of Parma was an enemy 
more formidable in every relpedt than the duke 
of Alv;^; fuperior to him in military, and ftill 
more in political abilities i and the more to 
be dreaded by the confederacy, on account of 
the moderation and equity which he difplayed 
in his treatment of the people, who had fub-^ 
mittcd to his arms. Almoft the whole of Bra- 

. bant 
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bant and Flanders, except Sluys and Oftend, 
was already conquered ; and by his redu6tion 
of Anjtwerp, he had acquired a numerous fleets 
which he knew ^ejl hov^ to make fubfervient 
to the operations of his land-forces, in the fur- 
ther profecution of the war. 




They offer ^^^ States wcrc more fenfible than ever of 
IdgiftJ' to ^^^^^ inability to defend themfelves, without 
tiiekiBgof the affiftance of fome foreign power. In their 
treaty .witk the duke qf ^jou, thejr had dif- 
covered great folicitudc in guarding againft the 
annexation of the provinces to the crown of 
France j buf fpon after the death of the prince 
of Orange, they were perfuaded, that with their 
moft ftrennous efforts it would be impoffible 
for them long to preferve their independence^ 
and that they muft either fubmit to Philip, or 
become the fubjefts of fome other fovercign, 
pofleiTed of power fufEcient to defend them. 
Having, towards the conclufion of the year 
one thoufand five hundred and eighty-fourj 
deliberated maturely on the fubgcft, they hefi- 
tated for fome time between the king of France 
and the queen of England; but they came at laft 
to fix their choice .on the former, partly be* 
caufe they believed it would beeafier for Henry, 
than for Elizabeth, to aiTord them affiftance 
and fupport; an4 partly beqiufe, at Ifenry^s 
deathj his crown would devolve o^ the king 
S of 
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of Navarre, in whofe hands they bdrcred that « <> o r 
both their religion and liberty would be Te- v ^ \# 
cure. *^**' 

That the oflfer which thtj refolved to rtmke 
to the French monarch would be re^ily ac*- 
ceptcd, they could not doubt, when they ccm- 
fidercd that the principal reafon wh^ he had 
formerly declined to efpoufe their caufe, was^ 
their refufingto confent to his fvtccefflonj in tht 
event of his brother's death. They could not 
but fiippofe that his ambition wouid be highly 
flattered with the opportumfy of making & 
great an addition to hrs hereditary dominions j 
and they were not ignorant of the refentmenf 
which he bore towards the king of Spain, w1h>^ 
under the malk of friendftiip, had long fomehc* 
cd the troufades of his kingdom. 

Henrt was not infenfible to the force df 
thelc incentives. He gave the ambaffadors 
whom the States had fent to him on this occa-* 
Hon, the moft gracious reception ; aflurcJ 
them of his jgratitude for the truft: and confi* 
dencc which the States were pleafed to repbfe 
in him ; tind badrthem rely upon him for every^. 
mark of friendfhip in his power to beftow. Buf 
as their propofal was of too mttch importance 
to be haftily embraced, he dcCred they would 

deliver 
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deliver it in writing, that it might be fubmitted 
to the rcvifal of his counfcUors* 



stite of Henry ^ould not thus have delayed giving 

FwuB^."* them a decifive anfwcr, if he had been at liber- 
ty either to purlue his own inclinations, or to 
confult the intcreft of France. Peace indeed 
had been eilablifhed between the inveterate" 
fa£tionSj into which his kingdom was divided ; 
'and the catholic league was apparently extinA* 
But the caufcs to which that pernicious confe- 
deracy owed its birth, ftill fubfifted ; and it re- 
quired a much more dexterous and ftcady hand 
than that of Henry, to guide the reins of jgo- 
vernment in fuch a manner as to prevent the 
pallions of the parties from breaking out again 
with as much violence as before. Henry duke 
of Guife, fon of the celebrated Francis, was 
luperior to his father in exterior accomplifli- 
ments, and not inferior to him either in mili- 
tary or political abilities. Like his father too, 
he was aftuated with the moft inordinate ambi- 
tion ; and could not endure that infignificance, 
to which the king's avcrfion to his bold alpiring 
charafter had reduced him. Enraged at being 
excluded from the governnacnt of the ftate, 
while all the power which he and his adherents 
had formerly enjoyed was engrofled by the mi- 
nions of the king, he rcfplved either to com- 
pel 
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jpel Henry to rcdrefs his grievances, or to dc- * ^x '^ 
privc him of his crown. With the moft indc- ^ v * f 
fatigable induftry he applied himfelf to the '^'^' 
pro/ecution of his defign. His emiflarics 
were ipread every where 1 the kingdom fwarm- 
ed with anonymous letters ; and the pulpit re- 
founded with the imminent danger to which 
the church was expofed. '^ For the king, it 
was iaidl^ notwithftanding his pretenfipns to 
fan^ity, had either no religion at all, or was 
fecretly attached to that of thfe Hugonots; for 
whom he had, in his late treaty with thsm, 
difcayered the moft unjuftifiable partiality. 
This :^one was fufficient to roufe the ndig- 
nation of every faithful fon of the church 1 
but tljicre was ground for the moft alarming 
apprchcnilans, when it was. confidered, that 
the duke of Anjou being now dead, and the. 
king without any hopes of iflue, the crown 
muft (if the people did not exert themfelvea 
with vigour to prevent it) be inherited by the 
king of Kavarre, a relapfed heretic, and a de- 
termined enemy of their holy faith •/' 

Bv tljefc; mean$ the duke of Guifc united Thc«itii»^ 
mo^Sitlun one half of the kingdom in a fana- 
tical, jbut firm confederacy, with which he. 
. hap54.1^P .^A^f!9^> ^^ P ^^^ ^^ annihilate/ 

Vox- III. E ^« 
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^ ^xx'^ the authority of the king. In order to gain 
« — "^.r^ greater relpeft to this confederacy, he placed at 
. '5*5^ xhe head of it Charles> cardinal ^ of Bourbonj^ 
a zealous catholic, far advanced in years, and 
noted for the weaknefs of his underftanding* 
Guife intended this prelate for Henry's fuccef- 
fbr, in the event of the death or depofitipn of 
that prince; and he expedted under him to 
engrofs the whole adminiftration, and to pave 
the way for his own acccflion to the throne* 

' The king of Spain was not an unconcerned 
ipe<5lator of thefe tranfaftions, in a kingdom, 
to thd affairs of which he had, for fever al years, 
given the moft particular attention. For, be- 
fides the deep concern, which, agreeably to his 
general fyftem of politics, he had ever taken 
in all the contefts between die catholics and 
proteftants in almoft every European ftate, he 
was gready interefted to prevcJnt the king of 
Navarre (whofe dominions he held unjuftly) 
from afcending the thrpne of France j and there 
was no other means, he knew, by which he 
could deter die French monarch from lending 
afliftance to the United Provinces, but to fur- 
nifli him with employment at home. 

Hii^ewi* Moved by this laft confideration, he had 
given aflijftance to the league, when it was firft 

. :^ ^ Uncle to the kiig of Na?ari«. 

, formed 
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£>rm€d by the iaftic fadi^us leaders fome years book 
before* He was now more determined than s^'-^^J-^^ 
ever to fuppprt it i prompted partly by the mo- '^'^ 
tives that have been mentioned^ and partly by 
this confideration* that, by fomenting the dif- 
turbances in France, he would exhatift the 
ftrength of that mighty monarchy^ and thereby 
cither acquire pofleflion of it himfelf, or be at 
Icaft delivered from all dread of that powerj 
vrhich he believed to be the only one in Europe 
able to coiinteradt his defigns* i 

HavinC fome time before the pfefent pe- ^ttit^ 
riod revived his ncgociations with the duke of Tukeoi 
Guife^ and the other heads of the league^ he ^'^^\ 
gave orders to his commiflionersi Moreo^ and 
Baptifta Taffi, to form an alliance with them^ 
without delay* And it was accordingly Con- 
cluded between the Spanifti envoys on the 
one hand, and the dukes of Guife and May-' 
enne> and the Sieur de Menneville^ agent for 
the cardinal of Bourbon, on the other^ at Join- 
Yille, on thfefecond of February, onethoufand 
five hundred and eighty-five> upon the follow- 
ing conditions s 

*^ That in cafe the prefent king of France 

ihould die without male iflu^, the cardinal of 

Bourbon fliould, as firft prince of the bloody 

be declared. king i and all thoie perfons ex- 

]& 2 eluded 
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^ %x^ eluded from, the fucceflion, who were cither 
» ■ V ' ' - ^' heretics themfelves, or favourers- of heretics. 

*' That the cardinal of Bourbon fliould, in 
the event of his fucceedlng to the crown, i:atifjr 
the peace of Chateau-Cambrefis, between the 
courts of France and Spain. 

, r 

*^ That he Ihould prohibit the exercifc 
of every religion but the catholic, within his 
dominions. 

'^ That he fliould reftore to Philip all the 
places which had been taken from him by the 
Hugonots, and aflift him in fubduing his re- 
bellious fubjefts in the Netherlands. 

" That, on the other hand, Philip fliouId 
contribute fifty thoufand crowns a month, for 
the fupport of the confederacy, befides affift- 
ing it with a fufficient number of troops, till 
herefy Ihould be utterly extirpated. That he 
Aiould take the cardinal of Bourbon, the lords 
of the houfe of Guife, and all others who Ihould 
accede to the Jeague, under his proteftion; 
and that neither of the contrafting parties fliould 
enter into any treaty with the king of France, 
without mutual eonfent.** 

Besides thefe conditions> which were com- 
mitted to writing, and fubfcribed, Philip en- 
gaged 
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gaged to pay annually the fum of two hundred 
thoufand crowns to the duke of Guife, to be 
dilpofcd of by him as he fhould judge moft con- 
ducive to the intereft of the league. And it 
was agreed, that this whole tranfaiftion fhould 
be concealed, till a more convenient feafon for 
divulging it, 

Henry, however, received intelligence off 
the congrefs; and from former experience it 
was cafy for him to conjefture the purpofe for 
which it had been held. Soon after this, the 
fembafly frpm the States of Holland arrived, 
and was received in the manner above men- 
tioned. Mendoza, the Spanifh refident, could 
not be ignorant pf yrhat had paffed at Join- 
ville^ yet he complained to Henry pf his kin4 
reception of the Dutch ambafladors, as being 
inconfiflent with the friendftiip which he owed 
to the catholic kin^. Henry replied to this 
complaint, with a degree of firmnefs and dig- 
nity, which it had been happy for himfelf, and 
for his fubjefts, if he could have maintained 
uniformly in his conduft. *' I do not, faid he, 
confider the people of the Netherlands as re-^ 
bels, but a£ men whofe patience has been worn 
out by oppreflion. Humanity and juflice in- 
cline me to take an intereft in the diftrefs of a 
neighbouring nation, once fbbjeft to the crpwni 
pf France* I have not howcycr as yet rcfol- 
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ved to concern niyfelf in their affairs. I am 
unwilling to violate that jpcace which fubfifts 
between your mafler and me -, although I know^ 
that, on his part, it has been violated. My 
refolution will appear, when I think fit to dif- 
clofe it. In the mean time I defire it n;ay be 
remembered, that I fhallnot be intimidated 
by the threats of the king of Spain 5 and that 
»J am matter of my conduft, and at libcFty, 
without being anfwerable to any other prince, 
to make either peace or war, as I incline." 

Henry hc6. Amono Hcnry's counfcllors were fome who 

tares at to • -i i • • i /* 

•ccepting exhorted him to embrace fo tempting an op- 
fow€iF»v^ portunity as the prefent, of advancing the glory 
of his crown. The perplexed fituation of his 
nffairsy they faid, ought rather to determine 
him to enter into foreign war, than to deter 
him from engaging in it. It would prove the 
moft effeftual remedy for thofe noxious hu- 
mours with which his kingdom was diftem-r 
percd| by giving a new direftion to that reft- 
lefs fpirit with which his fubjefts had long been 
^ftuated i and it will be found the fureft me* , 
(hod of difappointing the deflgns of the duke 
of Guife, by depriving him of the afllftance of 
^he catholic king, to whom it would furnilh 
fufficient employment ia defence of his own 

SvcH 
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Such was the rcafoning of thofc who advifed * ^'^ ^^ 
Henry to accept of the fovercignty of the Unit- W"^^ 
cd Provinces, It was plaufible, but not fub- '^*^* 
ftantial or folid. " For where," faid others of 
jiis counfcUors, fecbnded by the queen-mother, 
'^ can troops be found in FrUnce fufficient to 
cany on a war againfl an enemy fo powerful as 
the king of Spain ? Upon fuch of the catholics 
as are in league with that monarch, the king 
can have no reliance. On the contrary, they 
would unite with Philip againft their native 
fovereign. To compofe an army of fuch ca- 
tholics as retain their fidelity, and to fend that 
army to the Netherlands, would be to abandon 
the kingdom naked and defencelefs to the duke 
. of Guife. And were the king to apply to the 
proteflants for afTiflance, what purpofe would 
that meafure ferve, but to excite an univerfal 
alarm, and to determine all the catholics in the 
kingdom to accede to the league !" 

Henry could not refifVthe force of thefe ar- HeaeeUoct 
guments. Finding himfelf therefore thus fet- ■^^•^^**^^ 
tered by his faftious fubjefts, he refolved, 
though with much reluftance, to decline the 
tempting offer which the States had made to 
him ; and having called their ambaflfadors, he 
informed them, that the unhappy fituation of 
his.domeftic affairs rertdered it impoffible for 
him at prefent to accept of their offer, or to un- 
£ 4 dertake 
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^ XX ^ ^^^^^ ^^ir prqtcftion ; but that he would npt 
t— >'^ »- i^ fail to recommend their caufe to the queen pf 
lits* England in the warmeft naanner % 

(he'"^ ^^f Elizabeth had formerly approved of their 
Ingiind. rledtion of the duke of Anjou, and had even 
contributed her endeavours to promote it. But 
Ihe dreaded the union of the provinces with 
France, as an event which would have raifed 
the maritime power of that kingdom to a fupe- 
riority above her own, and therefore fhe had 
regarded, with a jealous eye, the making a 
. tender to Henry of their fovereignty. No 
fooner was fhe informed of that monarches re- 
folution to decline accepting it, than her anxiety 
taking another direftion, fhe dreaded that their 
defpair would induce them to throw them- 
felves on the mercy of their former fovereign, 
whofe fev^refl: vengeance, fl;ie could not dpubt, 
would be poured out upon her, as foon as his 
affairs in the Netherlands v^i'c QQrnpQjTed. 

The statei J^ order to prevent this efFeft of Henry*s re- 

maJce her ^ . . . . ^ ' • / » ^ 

an offer of fufal, which was a more iipmediat? objeft of 

teigntj. her dread, than any confequence that could 

have ^rifen from his acceptance, flie fent an 

am'bafTador to roufc their drooping fpirits, and 

to give them hopes of her protection. The 

' Reidan.lib.ir. Davila, lib. vii. Van Metcren, lib. zii. 

7 State}!. 
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3tatcs wqv encouraged, by this park of her b o o i^ 
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f ttentioiii tp form the refolution q£ m^ing the 
fame offer ojf. their fovereignty to her, which '^'^ 
|hey had m^de to the king of France : and am- 
bailadors were accprdingly appointed, andfent 
over to England iif the month of July oA^ 
fhqufand fiye hundred iipd eightyrfiv^, 

These ambafladors empldyisd every argun 
ment which they could devifc, to prevail upon 
Elizabeth to yipld to their defire. After tefti- 
lying in the ftrongeft terms that gratitude with 
which the States were penetrated, on account 
pf ^e favour whifh fhc had already afforded 
them J they ceprefented, '^ That they had now 
more occafion than ever for her friendlhip, and 
inuft fink under the* power of Philip, who pof- 
feffed fuch inexhauftible refources, if fhe did 
not fpecdily interpofc in their behalf; But al;^ 
though the power of the confederacy was fmall, 
when compared with thofe mighty efforts whichi 
^werc made; by the king of Spain toenflave it^ 
it was notunworthy of the queen's attention and 
regard. Beiides poffelfing fome important town 
in Brabant, ivland^r?, and Guelderland, they 
were ftill in poffeffion of Holland, Zealand, 
Utrecht, and Friefland, in which there were 
jpnagy flourifhing and well fortified cities, ca^ 
pacious harbours, and navigable rivers, from 
which the cjueen's fubjedts would derive infinite 
- ■ - ' lidvantagc 
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BOOK advantage in the way of commerce i not (o 
%■■> y' f mention that, by the acceflion of fo numerous 
'^•^ a fleet as that of the United Provinces, her na- 
vy would be able to give law to all the mari- 
time powers in Europe. They were far from 
iuppofing that intereft alone would determine 
-the queen to regard their prefent application j 
they had already experienced her generofity, 
and they now addrefTed her as the fovereign 
-of a powerful kingdom, who had ihewn that 
.Ihe was touched with their calamities. It was 
-their earneft defire at thFs time, that (he would 
accept of the fovereignty of the provinces, upon 
the fame conditions on which their native 
princes had enjoyed it, and that Ihe would 
henceforth confider the people of the Nether- 
lands, as her faithful fubjedts, who would vie 
with thofe of her native kingdom in demon- 
ftrating their attachment to her peribn, and in 
^advancing the glory of her reign." 

Elizabeth received this propofal with much 
complacency, and affured the ambafladors, 
that they fhould not return without carrying 
fuch an anfwer along with them as would en- 
tirely fatisfy the States ; but before flie could 
be more particular in her reply, ihe muft con- 
fider the affair with that attention which it 
deferved, and hear the opinions ofhercoun« 
fellors. 

a Th» 
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T»B fame thing happened on this occafion book 
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in the court of England, as in that of France 
fome months before. Elizabeth's minifters -u'f^A 
were no lefs divided in their fentiments than ««e«onihc 



thofe of Henry, and fornmed their judgnlcnts as 
courtiers are wont to do in matters of doubtful 
iflue, conformably either to the natural temper 
of their mind, or to the inclination of ' the 
prince. 

Th£Re wereibme among them who thought, 
that bodi juftice and prudence required that 
Elizabeth Ihould reje6b the offer that had been 
made to her; ** for it was the common intereft 
of princes, they faid, that fubjeffcs fhould 1>e 
retained in their allegiance ; and to encourage 
them in the violation of it, was in reality to un- 
dermine the foundations of their own autho- 
rity. The queen had hitherto favoured the 
inhabitants of the Low Countries, not as a free 
and independent nation, but as a people who 
were cruelly oppreffedi and her intention had 
not been to enable them to renounce their al- 
legiance, but 'to induce their king to treat 
them with greater equity and moderation. In 
this purpofe they thought Ihe might ftill per- 
fift. But to acknowledge the States for fove- 
reigns, and to accept from their hands that 
fovereignty which belonged to another, would 
not only be a violation of that juftice which 

princes 
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BOOK princes owe to one another, but might be at- 
c-vA-J ferided with the moft dangerous confequences 
'^ ^* to her own repofe. The king of Spain would 
pot reft fatisfied tijl he had retaliated fo great 
^i\ injury. The ftate of Ireland, aiid even that 
of England, where there was fo great a num- 
ber of Catholics devqted to his fervice> would 
flirnifti him with means of executing his de- 
fign. And from fomenting a fpirit of divifion 
^mong her fubjefts, he would foqn pafs to an 
open inv^rfipn pf her kingdom. With i^/V arm$ 
the fpiritu^l thunders of the Roman pontiff 
would co-operate, and in that cafe fuch a num- 
ber of enemies might be excited againft her, 
as wpuld endanger the ftability of |ier ;hrone/' 

But others of Elizabeth's cpupfellQrs were of 
opinion, that fo inviting an opportunity as thfc 
prefent ought not to be neglefted, and that 
the queen could nqt, with reafon, be accufed 
of injuftice for embracing it. The States, 
compelled by neceffity, had, feveral years be- 
fore the prefent period, aflumed the fovereignty 
;nto their own hands, and fince that time they 
had conferred it iipon the dul^e of Anjou, 
whorn the queen had virtually recognized foir 
their lawful fovereign. The king of Spain 
|iad clearly forfeited his right to their obeldiT 
ence, by his violation of all the conditions on 
which that pght was founded. ** Notwith- 

Ik^nding 
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ftanding this, he will no doubt be highly of- ? o o ic 
fended," continued they, «^ if the queen fliall \^ ,-^ 
think fit to liften to the prefent application* 'i'^» 
But can he be more an enemy to the queen, 
than he has already Ihewn himfelf ? Has he 
not long endeavoured to ftir up her difafi^edbed 
fubje^ in Ireland ? And in England, does he 
not purlue the fame hoftile and infidious de-» 
figns ? Has he not warmly eipoufed the cauie 
of the queen of Scots ? Does he not on every, 
occafion fhew himfelf an implacable enemy to 
the Engliih name ? And what is it that has fa 
long prevented him from de,claring open war, 
hut that his revolted fubjeds in the Nether- 
lands have hitherto afforded full employment 
to all the forces which he could Ipare from his 
ambitious enterprizes ? When he fhall have, 
difengaged himfelf from his embarrafTments in 
the Low-Countries, can we doubt that he will 
turn his arms againft the queen ? It is the part , 
of prudence to provide againft a diftant as well 
as againft an immediate dangers and prudence 
and a regard to felf-prefervation require that 
the queen ftiould, to the utmoft of her power, 
fupport the people of the United Provinces, 
becaufc in their prefervation the peace and fe- 
curity of their own dominions are involved. 
If fhe rejeft the application of the States, and 
cither give them no afliftance, or fuch only as 
jhas hitlierto been granted, tliey will foon be 

ovcrit 
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overpowered, and Philip will then be not only 
at greater leifure, but much nnore able than at 
prefent to execute his defigns. But if the 
queen accept of the advantageous offer that is 
rhade to her, and exert herielf with vigour in 
defence of this people, who 4cfire to become 
her fubjefts, flic will encounter her enemy at a 
diftance from home, Ihe will be powerfully af* 
fitted by a brave and tteterminod ally, and with 
her fleet afting in concert with that of the 
States, fhewill be able to maintain the tran- 
quillity of her kingdom." 

» 
Elizabeth readily perceived the 'force of 
this reafoning : flie believed that an open 
breach with Philip was unavoidable, and Ihe 
thought it more eligible to begirt hoftilities 
herfelf now, than to wait till her adverfary 
fliould be in a condition to execute his defigns 
againft her. She refolved however to decline 
accepting the fovereignty which the States had 
offered her, cither becaufe fhe apprehended 
that it would prove a greater burden than fhe 
was able to fupport, or becaufe fhe was afraid 
of exciting the jealoufy of the neighbouring 
powers. But while for thefe reafons fhe de- 
fired that the fupreme authority might ftill re- 
main in the hands of the States, fhe refolved 
to afford them her proteftion ; and with thi* 
. view, after halving received particular informa-- 

tioa 
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tion concerning their ftrength, and the num- 
ber of troops rieceffary for carrying on the war, 
fhc concluded a treaty with them, of which the 
principal articles were thofe which follow: 
*' That the queen ihould furnifli the States 
with five thoufand foot and one thoufand horfe, 
to be commanded by a proteftant general of 
her appointment, and to be paid by her during 
the continuance of the war. That after the 
conclufion of the war the States Jfhould repay 
her expenceb, and that the towns of Brille and 
Flufhing, and the fort of Rammekins, fhould 
be immediately delivered to her, and Ihould 
I'emain in her poflelTion till ihe were fully re- 
imburfed. That the commander of the forces, 
the governors of provinces and towns, and all 
the officers and foldiers, Ihould take an oath of 
fidelity to the queen and the States. That in 
cafe it ihould be found expedient to employ a 
fleet in the common caufe, the States fhould 
fumilli the fame number of Ihips as the queen, 
to be commanded by an Englifh admiral* 
That the commander in chief, and two Englifh 
miniflers refiding in the Netherlands, fhould ^ 
be admitted into die afTembly of the States. 
That none of the rights or privileges of the 
confederated provinces fhould be violated, and 
no change introduced in the eflablilhed religion 
or government. And laflly. That neither of 
^e two contracting parties fhould, without 

mutual 
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BOOK mutual confent, make peace, or enter into ai^ 
K^ ...J, ; alliance with the king of Spain **.*' - 

leitefterap- ^^"^^ treaty was no fooner ratified, thari 
pointed Elizabeth iflued orders fbr carrying it into ex- 
u chief. ecution* The earl of Leicefter (to whom this, 
wife princefs had been long attached in a de- 
gree which far exceeded his merit and fervices) 
was appointed general of the forces, and went 
over with them to Holland in the beginning of 
the year 1586, accompanied by more than five 
hundred gentlemen, -who intended to ferve un- 
der him as volunteers. Leicefter had neither 
courage, capacity, moderation, nor integrity^ 
to qualify him for the arduous talk that was 
affigned him, but his defects were concealed 
under the glare of fuperficial accomplifhnients § 
with which, as he had long deceived the pene- 
tration of Elizabeth, he now impofed upon the 
people of the Netherlands, and excited in them 
the moft flattering and delufive hopes. From 
his firft arrival they regarded him as the re- 
ftorer of their fallen ftate, and profufely heaped 
upon him every mark of honour which their 
immoderate fondnefs could devife. Not fatif^ 
fied with receiving him rather as a prince and 
a conqueror, who had already wrought their 
deliverance, than as the fubjeft of an ally by 

f Bentivoglio^ part ii. lib. y, Camden^ an. 158^. 

whortl 
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whom he had been fent to their affijftance, they ^ ^S^ 
conferred upon him the offices of governor gene- w -^— - > 
ral of the confederacy, and commander in chief ^^ 
of all their forces by lea and land. 

By this precipitate meafure, of which they 
had afterwards the greateft reafon to repent, 
they intended to gratify the queen, and if pof- 
fible to induce her to take a deeper intereft in 
their affairs. But they were exceedingly dif- 
appointed in their expeftations j fhe was of- 
fended at their artifice, and immediately dif- 
patched her vice-chancellor * to complain of 
their condudt, as being calculated to make the 
woiid believe her infince^c in the declaration" 
winch &e had publifhed, of intending only ta 
^SMt the provinces, suid not (o undertake the 
abiblute charge of their prote6tion. She de- 
fired that the States would recal that authority 
which they had conferred on Leicefl:er, and 
commanded him to reft contented with the por- 
tion of power which fhe had given him. But 
it is extremely doubtful whether Elizabeth 
was in reality as much incenfed on this occa- 
fion as (he appeared to be. She foon difcovered 
an unwiHingndrs to mbrtlfy her favourite's va- 
nity and Mhbition 5 lent a favourable eat to the 
apology that was n«ide to her. by the States, 

• Sir Thomas Heneage* 

V01L. Ill- F and 
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BOOK and did not infift on a compliance with her re- 

* ,.!-/ queft. Whatever was her motive for this con- 

'^*^* duft, Leiccfter was inftalled in the government, 
and invefted with as ample powers -as were 
confident with the fundamental laws of the 
' conftitution j after which he proceeded to make 
preparations for putting a flop to the progrefs 
of the Spanifh arms. 

operttions The prince of Parma, on the other hand, 
•f p«mir" ^^^ ^^ ^^^ active in preparing foir the further 
profecution of the war. After the acquifition 
of fo many important towns, he had conceived 
the moft fanguinc expcftations of being able 
fooh to complete the reduftion of the revolted 
•provinces. But by the interpofition of Eliza- 
beth he perceived his viftory fnatched from 
him, when he thought himfelf upon the point 
of reaping it, and was exceedingly difappointed 
and chagrined. Finding himfelf however ftill 
^ fuperior to his enemy iii the field, he refolved 
to improve this advantage, and as foon as the 
fcafon would perniit, to proceed with his 
wonted vigour. 

The fi^geof The confederates had, notwithftanding their 

Giave, j^g Qf Maeftricht above related, been able to 

keep poflcffion of two confiderablc towns on 

the Maefe, Grave in Brabant, and Venlo in 

Guelderland. Farnefc was defirous to make 

6 himfelf 
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himfelF itnaffer of thefe two places before he ^ 9J^ ^ 
Ihould turn his arms againft the northern pro* k^-^'U^ 
vincesj and early in the fpring he fent count '^^*' 
Charles of Manfveldt to form the blockade of 
Grave. Manfveldt executed his commifTion 
with little oppolition, by calling a Bridge over 
the Maefe, and by building forts and redoubts 
not only oh the dykes of the river, but on the 
land iide of the town, where he pitched his 
camp, and cut off all c6mmunicatioh between 
the befiegcd and the country behind them. 
The town was defended by an Englifh garrl- 
fon, under the command of a yotlng nobleman, 
baron de Heniert, a native of Guelderland. 
Leiceftcr, fenfible that the place was ot the 
greateft Importance for preventing the enemy 
from advancing into the provinces of Guelder- 
land and Utrecht, went himfelf as far as the 
city of Utrecht, and from thence fent count 
Hohenloc and colonel Norris with two thou- 
fand five hundred foot, partly Dutch and partly 
Englifhi td the relief of the befieged. The 
Dutch arrived firft, and having taken one of 
the Spanifh forts on the banks of the Maefe, 
oppofite to Grave, they had begun to fortify 
themfelves upon the dyke, when Manfveldt, 
having received intelligence of their arrival, fent 
three thoufand Spaniards over the bridge already 
mentioned. By thefe troops the confederates 
were compeBed to abandon their fortifications, 
Fa • and 
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BOOK ^nd to retif e along the dyke ; but Norris and 
i-i-v-^^ the Englifli forces coming up to their aflift- 
'^^^* ance, a bloody battle enfued. The Englifli, 
though long inured to peace, gave proof on 
this occafion oF that ftrong military genius by 
which they have fo often diftinguifhed thcm- 
felves in their wars upon the continent. They 
drove the veteran Spaniards before them with 
urefiftible impetuofity, killed feveral hundreds 
of them, befides feven captains, and a great 
/number of inferior officers, and compelled 
them to continue their retreat till they reached 
their fortificatipns on the bridge. There they 
were fupported by frefli troops fent by Manf- 
veldt from the camp. The battle was renewed, 
and both parties fought for fome time with the 
fame fury as before> till they were feparated by 
a violent florm of wind anS rain, which ren- 
dered all their efforts ineffeftual. Through 
this accident the Spaniards flill retainol ppf- 
feflioh of the bridge, but the rain which fell, 
furniflied fount Hohenloe with the means of 
relieving the befieged. The river being fwelled 
to an uncommon height, he broke down the 
dyke near Raveftein, which ftands on the fame 
fide with Grave, and having laid dl the coun- 
try between Raveftein and Grave, under watefi 
he conveyed to the befieged, ammuijtkion, pro- 
vifions, and a.fupply of troops acfofs the inun- 
^dafion. 

-The 
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The prince of Parma, alarmed with this * ^^ '^ 



fiicceis of th^ confederates, fet out for Grave 
with his main army j and in a few days after '*'^ 
his arrival before the place two batteries were 
plaotedj and a part of the wall was demoliihed« 
It might ftiU however have been defended for 
a confidcrable time 5 and De Hemcrt, the go- 
vernor, gave the carl of Leicefter the ftrong- 
eft aflurances that he would hold out to the 
laft. But his courage failing, he began tp tall( 
of the nec^ty of furrendering j and, although 
only two or three of his officers approved of his 
deiign, while all the reft rempnftrated againft 
it as cowardly and difhonourable, he refolved 
to put it in execution ; and upon the fevcnth 
of Jiuie, befope the breach was ppafticable, or 
the enemy had taken ^ny meafures for an af- 
fault, he fent to the prince of Parma a propo- 
fal to capitulate. The prince readily granted 
him the moft favourable conditions, and fuf- 
fercd him and the garrilbn to march out with 
their arms and baggage. But as Dc , Hemert 
was undeferving of this honour, he foon had 
realbn to repent of the infamous part into 
which his cowardice had betrayed him. Both 
he and the officers who had concurred with' 
him, were condemned by a court martial to be 
beheaded. The fentence was acknowledged to 
be juft, yet De Hemert*s fate excited great 
commiferation in his countrymen. He was 
F 3 too 
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* %x ^ *^^ young for the important truft which had 
u — ^-L^ been committed to him ; there was no rcafon 
'^^ ' to fufpe6]b him of treachery or corruption, and 
he folicited in the moft eai'ncft manner to have 
his life (pared, and to be permitted to engage in 
ibme perilous cnterprife in which he might re- 
trieve his honour. But Leicefter thinking it 
neceflary at this time, for the eftablifliment of 
military' difcipline, which had been greatly re- 
laxed, to give an example of feverity, rejedted 
all the applications which were made in his be- 
lialf '. 

^'eg« of Immediately after the furrender of Grave, 

'*^*** Farnefe led his army, amounting zq twenty 
thoufand foot and three thoufand horfc;, to be-r 
fiege Venlo ; and he pnade the greater hafte in 
his expedition againft that place, the only one 
on the fide of the' Maefe which remaned in the 
hands of the confederates, as h^ \indefftood 
that the garrifon was weak, and that the cele- 
brated Martin Schench, who commonly i:efided 
in it, had, by J^icefter's orders, marched wit{i 
the greateft part of his troops to fccure th? 
town of Gueldres. This man, a native of Gyel^ 
derland, and a foldier of fortune, is celebrated 
by all the cotemporary hiftorians, on account of 
his extraordinary valour, a^ivity, ^d enter.r 

' Met<?reo> |>. 403, BtntivogUo, part ii« lib. ii. and 
Stradi, ^^ • • * . ..... I 

^ prize,- 
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prize. Having firft attached himfelf to the ^ 9^^ ^ 
Spanifti party in the Netherlands, he performed i^ — ,.-— i 
for that party feveral important ferviccs, but '^^^* 
thinking himfelf diflionourcd by a preference 
which the general bcftowed on a Spanilh offi- 
cer, he haddeferted to the States. Schench 
no fooner heard that the Spanilh army had be- 
gun the fiege of Vcnlo, than he fet out with a 
body of horfe in order to throw hin^felf into the 
place. Finding it completely invefted on every 
fide, he attacked the befiegers in the middle of 
the night, and having penetrated beyond the 
general's tent, he continued to advance till he 
had almoft reached one of the gates of the 
town ; but he could not enter, by reafon of cer- 
tain barricades which Farnefe had raifed to 
prevent the fallies of the garrifon. Before he 
had time to demolifh thefe, the whole camp 
was up in arms, and obliged him to abandon 
his attempt. He fought his way back through 
the thickeft of the enemy, and efcaped with 
the lofs of between forty and fifty men. He 
made feveral other vigorous efforts for the re* 
lief of the befieged, but they were all rendered 
abortive by the forefight and vigil apce of the 
prince of Parma, who repelled his attacks; 
and, in fp^te of the. annoyance which he gave 
him from without, kept up an inceffant fire 
upon the town till a great part of the wall was 
demoliihed. The different nations of which 
?4 At 
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BOOK ^g army confifted, were difputing with each 
^— >^^ — f other for the honour of beginning the afiault^ 
'**^* when the befieged, dreading the fatal confc- 
quences that might follow, furrendered the 
town on nearly the fame conditions with thofe 
which had been granted to the citizens of 
' Grave. The prince of Parma found it riecef- 

fary to employ all his authority to prevent the 
foldiers, whom the capitulation difappointe'd of 
their prey, from offering violence to the inha- 
bitants i and he gave a proof of his refped for 
Schench, by treating his wife and filter in the 
moft honourable manner, and furniihing them 
with his own coach to carry them to whatever 
place they fliould incline ^. 

Thefiege From Vcnlo, Famcfe went without delay 

tbn***/'"^' and invefted Nuys, which belongs to the 
Nuys. bifliopric of Cologn, but was at that time in 
the poficffion of the States. 

Gebhert de Trufches, the archbifhop and 
eleftoi^ of Cologn, having, about three years 
before the prefent period, abjured the catholic 
religion, and married, attempted ftill to retain 
his bifhopric and eledorate; but his canons, 
fupported by the pope and emperor, excom- 
municated him 5 and having made war againft 

t Mctercn. Strada. 

him> 
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him, in which they were alfifted by the prince • o o k 
of Parmaj they obliged him to take refuge in s . ' _f 
Holland, and cledea in his room Erneft, fon '^*^* 
of the duke of Bavaria. The count de Meurs, 
one of his partifans, foon after recovered for 
him, by furprize, the town of Nuys, and ob- 
tained from the States a garrifon, with which 
he had been able not only to defend that town 
againft the force of Erneft, but to over-run the 
country, and do infinite mifchief to the catho- 
lic inhabitants. Emcft, unable to reprefs their 
eruptions, had gone himfelf in difguife to the 
prince of Parma to folicit his afliftance, and it 
was in compliance with his requeft, that Far- 
nefe, poftponing the profecution of his defigns 
againft the northern provinces, engaged in his 
prelcnt cnterprize. He knew that Philip re- 
garded no undertaking as foreign to his intereft, 
in which the fecurity of the catholic religion 
was concerned j and he dreaded that if the 
garrifon of Nuys was not checked in time, 
they might gather ftrength, and pcrfuade fome 
I of the neighbouring proteftant princes to 
elpoufe their caufe. Some hiftorians affirm, that 
he was likewife prompted by the prolpedbof that 
glory which he would acquire, fliould he con- 
quer, in a few weeks, as he expected, a town 
which Charles the Bold duke of Burgundy had 
in vain attempted to reduce with an army of 

fixty thoufand men in the Ipace of a year. 

a In 
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BOOK In this expedtation he was not difappointed. 

v_^^l^ Through a misfortune which befel the garrifon , 
»5*^* in the perfon.of Cloet the governor, who, be- 
uig dangeroufly wounded, was difabled fronri 
attending to the operations of the defence, 
their reiblution failed i and in Icfs than three 
weeks after the prince's arrival before the town, 
they began to treat of a furrender. That he 
might feve time, and deliver the town a^ en- 
tire as poffible to the cledor, Farnefe agreed 
without any difficulty to an armiftipe ; and he 
had begun to treat with the deputies of the be^? 
fieged, concerning the terms of capitulation, 
when the Italian and Spanifli troops (who had 
been highly incenfed on account of his having; 
prevented them from plundering the inhabit 
tants of Venlo), being tranfported with a fud- 
den rage, ran forward in contempt of his autho- 
rity, and aflaulted the town on different fides, 
while the garrifon, who trufted to the armi- 
ftice, were off their guard. Meeting with 
little refiftance, they quickly fcalcd the walls, 
fpread thernfelves over the town, and butchered 
all who fell in their way, without diftinftion 
of age, fex, or condition. Nor was their bar- 
barous cruelty fatiated with th^ horrid carnage 
which they committed. Their fury being turned 
into madnefs, theyfpurned the thoughts of 
-plunder, and fet fire to the town ; and as the 
wind wa,s high, and moft of the hoiifes were 

built 
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buHt of wood, it was in a few hours confume^' book 
to a(hes. Two churches only efcaped, in which v J '^ 
a number of women and children had taken **'^ 
refuge; and it was with difficulty that the 
marquis del Guafto prevailed upon the fayage 
feldiers to fpare the lives of thofe treixibling^ 
miferable remains of the inhabitants •• 

From this difaftrous foene, Farnefe, now 85ew«r 
duke of Parma, by his father's death^ directed "****•• 
his march towards Rhineberg; another place 
in the eleftorate of Cologn, of which, on ac- 
count of its important fituation, the States were 
extremely fqlicitous to retain poflcffion. 

The eairl of Leiccfter mean while had been opewiipiit 
employed in drawing together all the forces ^^^^^^ 
which could be ipared from the garrifons of the 
towns and forts, and feemed determined not to 
fuffer any more of the campaign to pafs with-^ 
out ftriking fome important ftroke, which 
might fatisfy the expeftations of the confede-* 
rate3. But as his army, which confifted only 
of ieven thoufand foot and one thoufand' four 
hundred horfe, was inferior in number to the 
enemy, he durft not hazard an engagement 5 
but relblved to attack fome place of importance 
in the poffeffion of fhe Spaniards, in order tq 

$ Bendvoglio> ^ait ii* lib. ifh 
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induce the duke of Parma to relinquifli the 
fiege of Rhinebergi He direiSted his march 
^^*^* towards Zutphen, and in order to facilitate his 
deiign againft that place^ firfl attacked^ and 
made himfelf mafter of the town of Doefbergj 
after which he fat down with his whole army 
before Zutphen, and began the fiege in form, 

Hekysficge If he had followed the counfel that was given 
him, to fecure certain paflcs which led to the 
town^ it mud unavoidably have fallen into his 
bands i as it was neither fumifhed with provi- 
jions, nor with nailitary ftores. Qf this the 
duke of Parma had been particularly informed 
by Baptifto Tafli the governor ; and for this 
reafon^ although he had made progrefs in his 
operations againft Rhineberg, he immediately 
raifed the fiege of that place, and haftenpd with 
all his forces to the relief of Zutphen. As he 
was acquainted with the extremity to which the 
befieged vcre reduced, he fent the Italian ca- 
valry, under the marquis del Guafto, befor? 
the reft of the ^rmy, with a temporary fupply 1 
ijind ordered a numerous body of Spanifli infan- 
try to advance with the utmoft expedition. 
Through Leicefter's negled to fortify die pafiTes, 
a part of this fupply was introduced intp the 
tQWn without any difficulty, in the night j and 
on the day following, del Guafto attempted to 
Introduce the reft« On this occafion a fierce 

rencounter 
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rencounter happened between the Italian and ^ ^^ ^ 
Englifli cavalry. At the firft onfet the Italians ^^^^^^^^ 
were compelled to retire; but they foort re- '^*^* 
turned to the charge. The adion then became 
hot and obftinate, and the iffue remained for 
fome time doubtful. Del Guafto, feconded 
by fevcral officers of diftinguiflied reputation, 
made every effort that could have been expeft- 
ed from the moft experienced commander. But 
the Englifli, led on by colonel Norris and Sir 
Philip Sidney, proved a fecond time viftorious, 
and drove the Italians before them till they 
reached the Spanifli infantry ; when the Eng- 
lilhy being ignorant whether the whole Spanifli 
army was at hand, thought it dangerous, to 
advance. Of the Italians about one hundred 
and fifty were killed and wounded, and of the 
Englifli thirty. But the latter paid dear for Death of sir. 
their viftory, by their irreparable lofs of the nqr*!*^^'^' 
brave and accompliftied Sir Philip Sidney j who 
is celebrated by his cotemporaries, as a perfon 
of the moft confummate worth ; and as he pof- 
fefled the favour of Elizabeth, mufl:, if it had 
been the will of heaven to prolong his life, 
have foon attained to the higheft dignities in 
her power to bcftow. Soon after this ren- 
counter, the duke of Parma arrived with his 
whole army in order of battle ; and Leicefter, '•«5c«ftc' 

oblieed to 

confcious of the inferiority of his forces, drew raifc the 
them off from the fiege, and fuffered him to oTinh. 

enter 
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enter Zutphen without oppofition* Here the 
duke remained till he had vifited the fortifica* 
tions, and laid in a fufEcient quantity of am- 
munition and provifions ; after which he re- 
pafled the Rhinei and having put garrifonj 
into his new conquefts, he fet out for Bruflcls, 



Lftceftef 
ukts fome 
Horts n«r*r 
Zutphen» 



His troops were no fooner diftributed into 
winter-quarters, than Leicefter returned with 
his army towards Zutphen. He did not how- 
ever intend to enter fo late in the year upon 
the liege of the town itfelf, but only to make 
himfelf mafter of three forts on the oppofite 
fide of the river, which put it in the power of 
the Spaniards to make frequent incurfions into 
the territory of Veluwe. In this attempt he 
fucceeded, and thereby deprived the Spaniards 
for a time of what had been the principal ad- 
vantage which they derived from the poffeflion 
of Zutphen. After which, having ftatjoned a 
part of his troops in thefe forts, he returned to 
the Hague, where the States had been appoint- 
ed to convene. 



Leieefter*]i 
•rbitr^ry 
•ml impru- 
dent con- 
d9&. 



This aflembly had no great reafon to be fa- 
tisfied with their new governor's ' manage- 
ment of the war j and they were highly dif- 
contented with his civil adminiftration. Dur- 
ing the courfe of thofe military operations 
which have been related, he had treated them 
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in many refpc6t$ rather as a conquered province, • ^^ ^ 
t:han a free ftate, to whofe afliftance he had been ^— v — ^ 
ifent by their friend and ally j and had (hewn na '^*^\ 
Icfs contempt of their fundamental lawsy ta 
^vrhich he knew they were unalterably attached^ 
than to the conditions of their treaty with Eli^ 
zabeth. Inftead of regulating his conduft by 
the advice of the States or council, as grati** 
^tude and prudence required, he appears to have 
conceived an early prejudice againft all thofc 
who had diftinguiflied themfelves in the fervice 
of their country, while he beftowed his favour 
on a fct of artful and defigning men, of fuf* 
pefted fidelity, who were obfequious co his 
caprice. 

By their counfcl, he laid reftriftions upon 
trade, which, if the Stated had not interpofed 
with vigour, would have • proved fatal to it ; 
and which obliged many of thofe Flemifh mer-^ 
chants who had lately fettled in Holland and 
Zealand, to remove into foreign parts. By the 
fanie advice, he tampered with the coin, and 
made fuch alterations in it as enriched his mi- ^ 

nions or htmfclf, whilft they impoverilhed the 
provinces. 

Innovations were introduced without die 
confent of the States, in the manner of coUeft- 
ingthe public money 1 and after it was col* 

> leftedi 
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lefted, inftcad of putting it, as the conftitntion 
required, into the hands of the treafiirerchofen 
, '^^^* by. the States, Leicefter ordered it to he deli- 
vered to a treafurer of his own appointment, 
*who refufed to fatisfy the Statses as to the pur- 
pofes to which it was applied. Ttees were 
levied from the people, for paying hot only all 
the foidiers in the garrifons, and all the coun- 
try troops, but fufficient likewife for the pay- 
ment of between fix and feven thoufand Ger- 
mans ; yet the foidiers in the garrifons were {o 
ill paid, that the officers found it difficilk to 
prevent a mutiny j and two tlhoufartd Germans 
who had cnlifted under th^. count de Meurs, 
in hopes of receiving a certain fum on tijcir 
arrival in the Netherlands, being difappointed, 
through the governor's negligence, or the cor- 
ruption of thofe in whom he confided, return*- 
ed to Germany without drawing their (words, 
at a time when their affiftance was abfolutely 
lieceffary to the fuccefs of the campaign. 

• In the treaty between the States and Eliza- 
beth it had been agreed, that when any va^ 
^ncy fliouki happen in the government of a 
town, fort, or province, the commander in 
chief fhould fill it up with one of three perfons 
, prtikatcd to him by the States- To this agree- 
ment Leicefter paid no regard, but appointed 
ptrfons to governments of great importence, 

noi^ 
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ftot only without their being named by the ® Jj? "^ 
States, but even when the States remonftrated * — ^ — »^ 
ag^nft his apix)]nting them. Roland Yorkj a '* * 
I-jondoner, who had fomc years before been de- 
tedlcd in treafonable practices, of which they 
gave Leicefter timely information^ was not- 
withllanding this intruded with the charge of 
the principal fort near Zutphen> which com- 
manded the country of Veluwe ; and William 
Stanley, an Engliih catholic, who had been in 
the Icrvice of Spain, was made governor of 
Deventer, into which place Leicefter, in con- 
tradiction to the treaty with Elizabeth, had put 
a garrifon of twelve hundred foot and two. hun- 
dred horfe^ confifting moftly of Irilh papifts* 

Besides thefe and other inftances of Impru- 
dent and arbitrary condudtj he difgufted the 
butch troops by appointing Englifh officers to 
command them* He compelled the people to 
furnifli him with carriages, and to ferve in his 
army as pioneers 3 and, in violation of what - * 

had ever been efteemed a fundamental privi- 
lege of the inhabitants of the Netherlands, he 
obliged perfons, profecuted by his tools, to 
leave the provinces in which they refided, aad 
to iubmit to their trial in other provinces, 
where their profccutors had greater influence to 
procure their condemnation ^« 

"» Van Metercti, lib. xiii. Grotlas, lib. v; 

Vol. III. G Svch 
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SircH fl complicadoh of defpotic meatures Ih 
the government of a ^e^plc jeadorui 4jf tkeif li- 
berty> appears repagtvant, whatever vrere the 
governor's imotivts> «o the very to^K^ degree 
of prudence, which we can ftrppofe him to have 
poifefled. It is not furprifing that he was fuf- 
|)e3ed of having fomied 4 plan to {vipprt& the 
afiembiy of the States^ ^md to aflume an ab^ 
;folute authority i but if his prefuoiptibn couid 
impofe upon him fo far as to make him believe, 
. that fo wife a princefs as Elizabeth wovdd). from 
her partiality to him^ and in open violation of 
her engagements> fupport his. u&irpation> yet 
' his conduft was extremely ill calculated to pro- 
mote this perfidious defign. Itdifgufted all the 
better fort of thofe who had influence in the 
provinces^ and forved to diffuft an univerfat 
alarm, before he had taken mcafures proper fop 
fccuring fuccefs in his attempts 

Thesytt The States however, fenfibie of their prefent 
dependence iipon Elizabeth^ refolved to avoid 
an open rupture with her favourite,. and> not- 
withftanding what had pafled^ they received 
him on his arrival at the Hague with every 
mark of rcfpecl* They delivered to him a mo- 
deft but firm remonftrance,. and intreatcd him 
with much earneftnefs to redi^efs their grie- 
vances. , Leicefter could not juftify his con- 
duft in any of the particulars that have been 

, mentioned^ 
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tttchtioned* H^Attcmptedi however^ to make s o t) k 
Ibmc J^logy for it, and aflurtd the deputies, , ff j. # 
tho\%h wWi littfc finccrity, that for the future he ^*"' 
ihonid be carefid feo ayoid giving them any juft 
ground of offence* He addcd> that at pncfent 
he was under a neccffity of paffingovertoEng^ 
land> «n account of certain difturbarfices in 
that kingdom, which required his prcfencc* 
The Stales were extremely furprifed at chis ift- 
tonation^ as they expcAtd that he would have 
proceeded kmncdiately to reform the abufes of 
ifdiick they had complained i but they Mrei« in 
fome niearure reconciled to his departure^ by 
his agreeing to a propofal vrhidi they made to 
him^ that, till his return to the Low-Coimtr^, 
hk a\tth6rity ate governs Ikouid be lodged in 
the council of ftatei and he accordingly ex^-^ 
cuted a public deed to this tSeO: on the twen-^ 
ty-faurth of Novembeti ^though it foon af-» 
terwards appeared that he had done k only to 
avoid the trouble of any further foiicitation 
upon the fubjeftfc He executed privately 
on the fame day another deed^ in i^^hich 
he rderved to himfelf an exclufive atithoricy 
over all the governors of provinces^ towns, and 
forts> 4nd even deprived the council of ftatc of 
their wonted authority. Thii condutfl^ at ono; 
fo cowardly and infmccrc, aKenatcd from him 
more than ever the aflfeflions of the Slates, and 
deftrofcd tiitirdy the ccmgd^ce whidbi ti^ 
G a had 
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had repofcd in him. It confirmed the opinion 
of thofe who believed that he afpired at the 
fovereignty, and filled the minds of pcrfons of 
all ranks with the moll alarming apprehen- 
fions. 



1587. 

Trt-acbcry 
of Roland 
Vork and 
Wiinain 
Stanley. 



^ - The States had, as mentioned above, re- 
monftrated againft the truft committed to Ro- 
land York and William Stanley. Thcle men 
gave foori a fatal proof of the juftnefs of the 
fuipicions which had been entertained of their 
fidelity. In a few weeks after Leicefter*s de- 
parture for England, they entered into a trea- 
cherous correfpondencc with jBaptifto Tafli, go- 
vernor of Zutphen, and began to prepare their 
meafures for delivering to him the important 
fortrefles which had been intrufted to their care. 
The council of ftate received intelligence of 
their perfidious defigni but they had not power 
to hinder them from putting it in execution. 
Jn the. beginning of February, both Deventer 
and the fort oppbfite to Zutphen were given 
up to the Spaniards. York did not live long 
to enjoy the wages of his iniquity, and died 
in mifery, neglefted and forgotten by thofe to 
.whom he had facrificed his honour j but Stanley, 
.having perfuaded moft of his troops to enter 
into the fervice' of Spain, and having uniform- 
ly profeffed the catholic religion (which Phi- 
lip confidered a? an atonement for the tnoft 
* • odious 



PHILIP II. KING OF SPAIN. : 85 

odious crimes), was permitted to retain the - ^ ^^ '^ 
government of Deventer, together wiih the v — .JL^ 
fame rank in the Spanilh, which he had en- '^'^' 
joyed in the Englilh army. This man, fprung 
from a refpeftable family in England, had been . 
concerned in Babington's confpiracy in favour of 
the queen of Scots, and was probably betrayed, . 
by the dread of a difcovery, info this unworthy 
condudt, which has involved his name in per- - 
petual infamy. 

The news of thefe difafters fpread grief and 
confternation over the confederated provinces. 
They recalled the memory of the duke of An- 
jou's attempt on Antwerp, and excited great 
anxiety and dread, left the examples of York 
and Stanley Ihould be imitated by the gover- 
nors of other forts and towns. 

The States participated of the diftrefs which Prudence 
the people felt on the prefent occafion. They mion V 
ftill however maintained their wonted fortitude, **** ^'***'* 
and without regard to Leicefter's refentmcnt, 
refolved to provide, as well as their circum- 
ftances would allow, for the prefervation of the- 
commonwealth. In an aflfembly held at the 
Hague on the fixth of February, after aflert-. 
ing their own fupreme authority, they enafted, 
that during the abfence of the earl of Leicefter, 
prince Maurice (hould excrcife the authority 

G 3' " Of 
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^%x^ of governor, and thaC^xU officers b their fervice 
^ — .. — ' ihould take an oath of obedience to bim^ and of 
'^^* fidelity to the States, To this rciblution, which 
was immediately publiihed and enforced, twode- 
clarationswcrc fubjoined: the firft, that the States 
did not thereby mean to abridge the authority 
^hich they had conferred on the earl of Lei- 
ceftcr, but only to ^cftorc to the inferior go- 
vernors their legal rights and powers j and the 
fecond, that they highly difapproved of thofe 
general refleftions which had been thrown out 
againft the EngJifli troops, on account of the 
late treachery of a few individuals i for there 
were bad as well as good men in every nation, 
and nothing could be more illiberal and unjuft 
than fueh tjndiftinguiihing reflexions. 

They repre. BvT whilc their coaduflk at home contaiwd 
^evanJ^t this mixture of firmnefs and mioderation^ they 
Uth/"' gave vent to their reftntnaent in letters^ which 
they appointed fonw^ of their aumbef to^ carry 
to Elizabeth and Ldceft^r i in w^iicb:^ afte? 
making mention of thfc truft and co«^fidcnc€ 
which they had placed in him^ they €n«red 
into %£\Al detail of their grievances* 

^ X>5ic5ST35R was Jhighly offended with thefe 

letters, and endeavoured to perfuadc Elizabeth, 
that they h^d been written by a party who were 
his enemies^ while the generality were well afr 
fefted both to hi$ p(»rfon and government, 
5 There 
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There was indeed a numerous/ fzGdon in thic * ^^ ^ 
Nethcrlaxvis under the diredian of the clergy, ^ — y— -* 
whom t^eicefler h^ attached to him by a pimc- '^ ^* 
tiliou^ ^tendance pn public war(hijp» and an 
afiedatipn qf zeal for the reformed religion^ 
Tl^fe men not only concurred with his parti- 
sans in ]&nglandj ifi atteipiptiag ta difcredit thf 
icpie^ntation of his coAdii^, which ^h^ States 
had tranfmitted tQ J^^i^abethj but ftuidied te 
controul the authority of thf States at home> and 
endeavoiu^ed to infpire the queen with the moft 
|^tu3ndle& fM^udices againft prince Maurice 
and other popular leaders^ through whcfe in"- 
fiuence, they fsud, the States had conceive^ 9. 
tli%uft againft the En^ifli alliaace, and wiere 
now fto liefst alienated from the queen thaj:i from 
the eaii of Lfciqeftef < Elizabeth did not hearken 
isnplkhij either td th^ Slates or their accufers, 
l^vut feot over to Holland tordBuckhwft> anoblcr Lord Buck. 
s^smefeemedforhia prudiencc and nwderationft tblNwhe^ 
i» inquire into the ground of that conir^idifitory 
information which flie had received^ but chiefly 
wbh an intention tp extinguifli> as ibon as pof^- 
fible, the Ipirit of animofity and (£yiiion to 
li^hich the governor's imprudence had given 
life. Buckhurfl foon diibavered the falfely^od 
^ thoife inlinuations which Leicefter's partizans 
had propagated with regard to the dcfigns of 
jirince Ma^yriQe and the c|iiia0e6tiQr\ of the 
SK^^Si %r}d he U>wd nQ rwfgn to call in 
G 4 queftion 
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o o K ijueftibn any part of that remonftrance which 
had been fent to Elizabeth. He wifely de- 
clined entering into any difcuffion of the points 
of difference between the oppofite parties, ap- 
proved in general of the conduft of the States 
fince Leicefter*s departure, exhorted them tr^ 
buryin oblivion what had palTcd, and renninded 
them of the mifchievous confequences with 
wliich the '*'ant of harmony muft be attended 
In the prefent critical fituation of their affairs. 

Elizabeth's These exhortations feemcd to produce, in 
fof Lci«f- fome meafure, the dcfired cflrcft j the States 
appeared fatisfied that Leicefterlhould ftill re- 
tain the office of governor, and lord Buckhurft 
carried back to Elizabeth fuch a report of their 
difpofition, as was calculated to prefcrve that 
amity which had hitherto fubfifled between her 
And them 5 but he forupled not to^ condemn 
the conduct of her favourite, and accufed him 
of being the caufe of all the difhirbances 
which had happened. If any other of Eliza^ 
beth's courtiers had been guilty of the fame 
indifcretions with the earl of Lcicefter, it is not 
to be doubted that he would have felt the 
weight of her refentment. He had far ex^ 
ceeded the powers which Ihe had given him. 
By his mifconduft he had ftrengthened the 
hands of her mortal enemy, the king of Spain, 
And by his mifconduft and arrogance together. 
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he had almoft involved her in diflentions with ^ ^^ ^ 
an ally whom Ihe had undertaken to defend, < - v * - i 
and widi whom it was of the highcft confc- *^ ^' 
quence to her intereft that fhe fhould maintain 
a perfeft underftanding. Yet fuch was her 
partiality for this unworthy favourite^ and fo 
great the influence which he poflefled, that he 
found means to turn her indignation from him- 
felf againft his accufer. Lord Buckhurft in- 
curred her difpleafure, and was even put under 
arreft, as if ke, and not Leicefter^ had been 
guilty ^ 

Nothing could be more agreeable to the Famine 
duke of Parma than thefe diftraftions in the Weu^'the 
confederated provinces 5 but he was prevented p^'roJ?^ 
from availing himfelf of them, by the mife- 
rable condition to which the provinces under 
his command were reduced by famine and pef- 
tilence. The country, as well as the townsj 
in the fouthern provinces, had of late fufFered 
a prodigious diminution of inhabitants. Great 
numbers had forfaken their habitations partly 
on account of their religion, and partly of the 
ravages which had been committed by the 
troops ; and only a few of thofe who remained, 
had either feed to fow, or horfes and cattle to 

■ ^ Metcrcn, lib. xlv. Bentivoglioy p. ii. lib. iv. tleida* 
paSf lib. vi. Camdfn, a&. 1587. 

cultivate 
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BOOK cultivate their grounds. There had boen al^ 
y, ..^.l,,^ moft no crop raifed ia the preceding year with-« 
'^'^' in the provincesj, and the crops in the neigH^ 
bouring countHes had been worie than i^f^ 
for fevcral years. From Holland and Zcal*n4 
the Flenninga might have been abundantly {^pr- 
plied> but the (Confederated States^ befkli^ pre^ 
hibiting all communication with the A^utbem 
provinces, had placed guardffeips upon thc^ 
coafts, and in the mouths of jthe riveifs^ tq ]^^-v 
yent them from receiving fopplic? from foreigi 
parts, in the hopes of weakening the Sp^i^ilH 
army, or of compelling the frontier towns to 
return into the confederacy. Thb cruel po- 
licy was not attended with either of thdc ef-* 
fefts. The duke of Parma brought proYifiooa 
for his army fro^i Franccji Germany, arui EjOkg^ 
land, at an immenfe expeoce^ and he gawo 
particular attention to the fupplying of thofo 
towns which lay ncarcft to die United P»a» 
vincest 

Those dreadful calamities which arc the pr^ 
din^ry concomitants of faminc> were fdt chiefly 
in the interior parts, where great multitudes 
died of want, and of thofe peftilential difeafes 
which' want and unwholefome nourifhmeni 
produced. In Antwerp, Bruflels, and other 
places, many perfons of the better rjuiks in life, 
lifter felling their furniture and other efFe<5b ta 

. puirchafii 
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purchafe food, were reduced to beg openljr in book 
the ftreets. In Brabant and Flanders feveral %- ^i^^m 
viUi^es were entirely dcfcrted : and the cotenv* '*^* 
ponuy hiftonans add, that from the folicude 
ajid defolati^n of fome parts of the country, 
wolves and other wild beafts were ib much mul-r 
ttpKedt that belides miny perfons who perifhed 
in other places, upiwards of a hundred were de« 
voured by thofe furious animals, within two 
miles of jGhcnt, in a country formerly one of 
the beft cultivated and moft populous in the 
Nedierlandst 



Such was the ftate of the fouthem pro- Profpen'ty 
vinees, which are by nature the richeft, though vJud Pro. 



goTcmed by the duke of Parma with fuperior 
abilities. On the other hand, the maritime pro- 
vinces were torn by faftions, and ^vcrncd by 
one who poffeffed neither moderation, pru* 
dence, nor capacity 5 yet the inhabitants were 
not only entirely free from thofe calamities 
with Yihkh their neighbours were oppreffed, 
but were richly furnilhed with all the neceffa- 
ries of life, and daily increafed in numbers. 
Every houfc was occupied, new ftreets and new 
towns were built, and individuals grew richer 
every day, notwithftanding the perpetual bur- 
den of an expenfive war* For thefe advantages 
the Dutch were indebted chiefly to their com- 
roerce, wblcli had long been confidcrable, but 

wa* 
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BOOK was of late greatly augmented by the multitude 

s ^ » of manufafturtr3 and merchants who flocked 

'>*^* into Holland and Zealand, when Brabant and 
Flanders were broken ofF from the confederacy. 
The calamities of the latter provinces contri- 
buted ftill more to increafe the* migration of 
people into the former, till they became the 
feat of the greatefl: part of that wealth and in-^ 
duftry, which for ages paft had diftinguifhed 
the Netherlands above the reft of Europe ', 

In this condition of the United Provincesj^ 
it may appear furprifing, that during the fpace 
of eight months, no attempt was made by the 
confederates to recover any of the towns which 
had been taken from them ; but divifion here^ 
and the want of capacity and vigour in the 
pcrfon intrufted with the reins of government, 
were attended with fome of the fame ^fFefts as 
were produced by the famine and peftilencc in 
the other provinces. Neither prince Maurice 
nor the States had power at this time to enforce 
obedience to their commands, except in the 
provinces of Holland and Zealand. In the reft, 
the partizans of Leicefter dilputed, and coun- 
teracted their authority j and thus, the duke of. 
Parma, notwithftanding thofe unfpeakable ca- 
lamities in which the provinces under his go- 

' Van MctercH, lib. iv. p. 434. Thoanus, lib. IxxxviiL 

vcrnment 
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vcrnmtnt wcfe involved^ was fooncr ready than book 
the confederates to refume the operations of > — ^^ 
the war. ''^'• 

OsTBND and Sluys were the only towns di Theficga«r 
importance in Flanders which had not fub- *^"^'' 
nutted to his arms. He now refolved to attack" 
the latter of thefe places ; and^ in order to 
conceal his defignj he fent Hautepeine and the 
marquis del Guafto, with a body of troopsj to- 
wards the Veluwe, as if he had intended to make 
his principal attack in that quarter. This ar- 
tifice had the effeft which he defired* Prince 
Maurice and count Hohenloe were immedi* 
ately fent to the Veluwe with the army of the 
States 5 and in the mean time the duke turned 
fuddenly towards Sluys. This place, which Bcgmning 
lies at a little diftance from the coaft, commu- ^^J""*' 
nicates with the fea by a fpacious canal, capable 
of receiving the largeft fhips. By this canal, 
which feparates Sluys from the ifle of Cadfand, 
the town is rendered inacceffible by land on the 
weft and north; and all the ground 6n the eaft 
is fo broken and interfered, by an infinite 
number of fmaller canals derived from the 
larger, that it is imprafticable to approach the 
place ejccept by a neck of land on the fouth, 
leading towards Damme and Bruges. Sluys 
lies at the diftance of nearly five miles from 
Oftend on the fouth, and from Flulhihg on the 

north i 
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^XK^ north J from the former of which k migt^ ft- 
^ V ^ ceive afliftaivce fey land, and from the latcer by 
*^^" fca. It was therefore the duke of I^ar^a's firft 
objeft to intercept the communication of the 
befieged with thcfe two place$> Md for thi& pur-> 
pofc he began with attacking the fortrf Waok- 
•cnbcrg, which ftands half-way between ^uys 
and Oftend. As the garrifon were litteriiy un- 
prepared for refiftance agatnft Jo yigcmms an 
attack^ he foon compelled them to furrender ^ 
immediately after which, he proceeded wiiSi a 
-part of his forces to th£ iAe of Cadfand« At 
liiat place, after ere(^ing a fort on the banks a{ 
the great canal, nearer the fca than Sluys, he 
' had recourfe to the fame expedient which he 
had employed fo fucce&fuUy at Antwo^p, and 
blocked up the <:anal by a bridge of Mps 
ftrongly bound together, and well fkimiihed 
with troops and artillery. 

Having thus cut off the only chanoek oT 
communication by which the friends of the be« 
fieged could relieve them, he began to make 
liis approaches to the place itfelf on ithat fide 
which looks towards Bruges, on which alone it 
was acceflitie^ Even there the ground was fo 
wet, as to increafe exceedingly the labour of 
working the trenches i and the befieged h^ in 
q^der to keep the enemy at a diftance, raifed a 
4lrioag redoubt b^ond the diccfat The garri-- 

fon 
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fencoafifteddf sboucoMtltoufiAdfixhui^^ *^^« 
men, partlf £tig^ and partly Dutch^ cotik^ w.^^-^^ 
«uuidt4 by colotfel Gtxferivel^ tmfe «f tine *^' 
Inavdft officer^ m the krvkic of die SuMe^. In 
tfae bqginmng of the fiege «faey *)ade ^v^iral 
▼igofous &Uie8» in wUdi they gave <!he Unkoft 
&iiiing proofs of intrepidity. But findiog (ha^ 
althoiiig^ in thde faUies they did great ^xecu-- 
tioa among the caemy^ their own Aumbem 
fii£%fred confiderable diimimtiony GrocRvelt>Fb-' 
ibhfed to reflaraift fhem for tist future from ad- 
vandng beyond the redoobt. This xedoobt 
they defended for ibme tiine with gMat bra^- 
Tery^ and frequently ^vf^uUed the afiaiknts » 
but diey were obliged at laft to yield to fupe- 
rior nuinbersy and i^ retif fc within the town* 

In candying forwsiFd the trenches^ Farnefe 
encoiiiitered difficulties bom the ibfoieft of the 
ground, and the iaceffant fire xif the bcfiegedy 
that wese almoft infunnouistable* Many of 
his troops were killed, and the marqpiiis of 
Renti^ La Motteji and Several others c^ his prin-^ 
eipal officers were dangeroufly wounded* 

la the xnean timd prince Maurice and count Return <ff 
Hohenloe had entered Brabani;, and after de- fromE"^ 
ftroying a^ great number of little towjiMS and ^^'^ 
villagosy had directed their march tK^wards 
Boi&*k*-Pu<;^ hoping^ that^ in order to^ver that 

place^ 
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B J^^ place, the duke of P^rma would quit the (icgfc 
■w-^yw of Sluys. But before thejr had .taken the fort 
*^*'' of En^elem, which lay in *thcir way to .Bois-lo>- 
Duc, they were infoirmcd that the earl of Lei- 
cefter> who had long been impatiendy expe£hed, 
had at laft arrived at Flufhing with ^ reinforce- 
ment of troops. Maurice fet out inftantly, 
with fome cohorts, to meet himj leaving Ho^- 
henloe with the reft of the farces to profecutc 
the enterprize againft Engelem and Bois-le»- 
Ehic. When Maurice had joined Leicefter, 
the confederate army was nearly equal to that 
|]}8 feeble of the befiegers. Lfcicefter fet fail from Flvfh- 
wifc^dS ^ ^^S ^^ ^^^ twenty-ninth of June, and in a few 
*jj**^ hours reached the canal of Sluys« But after 
examining the bridge, redoubts, and forts^ 
with which Farnefe had blocked up the pal- 
fage, he judged it imprafticable in that way to 
reach the town. Between the dcfire of accom- 
plifhing his defign, and the difficulty which he 
muft encounter in carrying it' into execution, 
he balanced for fome 'days, and at length hd 
.fteered his courfe for Oftend, with the refolu- 
tion to lead his troops from thence by land to 
the relief of the befieged. In the profecutioa 
of this latter defigrt, he Ihewed no greater 
ipirit than in that of the former. • To open his 
way from Oftend to Sltiys, it was neceflary he 
(hould make himfelf mafter of the fort of Black- 
cmberg. He accordingly laid fiegc to that 

fort. 
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IS^ftf^ afid had begun to batter it with hh cari-^ 
ftoW} trat he wa» no footier informed thdt- tb* 
d^Ate «f Pftrma Was vfp6ti his m^K^ch to ^d *^^ 
hkn battle^ thw he drew ofF hirf i¥o<^ps from 
Btecfkembefg, retired haftily in Ulie night to 
Ofte'ikty^ asid fooA afteN'ards ^turned to Zea<« 
hn A 

Tab duke of Pafma refumed with firdli. aiv: 
dowr lite operations of the fiege, and himng 
ft hA, tfho^h with iAcredifcIc labour, pufhed 
hf& frcfnches near enough for erefting a battery, 
he f&m laid a great part of the wall in fuins. 
He Would- tlieh have attempted an affault, hid' 
fie not perceived that the befieged had raifel 
within the wail "a half moon, which they had 
fort^d in the ftrongeft manner. Laying afidtt^ 
thei^ore all thoughts of t^ing die town by 
fWm, he refolved to employ the flower me- 
diod of filling Mp tht ditch, and vtoi-king. 
mines; and in thefe operations, igainft which 
Ae befieged made the nSoft vigtiroui oppofi^ 
tion, near three weeks were (pent aft«r the wail 
ha* been- dettadHfhed. Th6 befiegfed had re* Cenefottt 
ceived^ certain iiltelligence that, Leicefter had rfth""Sl 
giv«A up all hopes of beitig ^ble to rdieyc **«^''- 
i^m, aikt they had now ne more gunpo^er 
Icfir-tfi^ was-fiifficicint to ferve them for ten of 
twdhfielteur* longer. Six days before this time- 
Gtioenvdt, . and Ac -other forviving ofSc&fs, 

VcTL. III. H having 
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• ^-P * having aflcmbled together^ were of ofHrnon^ 

^ v*-» that as they had no prolpe& of relief^ k would 
*^'* not be diihoaourabk lo furrender the place 
upon certain conditions; and diey refblved 
that> in cafe thefe conditions were rejeded> they 
would fet fire to the town^ and endeavour to 
force their way Iword in hand through the ene- 
my's entrenchments* This refolution> with 
the articles of the furrender, which they com- 
mitted to writing, and confirmed with an oath, 
was fent to the carl of Leiccftcr, to fervc for a 
vindication of their conduft. But their mef- 
fenger was difcovered in fwimming acrofs the 
canal, and the paper feized and carried to the 
duke of Parma, whofe prudence and refpeft for 
valour^ though in an e'nemy from whom he had 
fufiered greatly, made him refolve to grant 
diem thofe terms on which he had thus acci* 
dentally difcovered they were i^ much deter- 

Tiieyeapi. mined to ittfift. Accordingly when, their gun- 
powder being almoft Ipent, they offered to de- 
liver the town, upon condition that they (hpuld 
march out with the honours of war, he in- 

A«|iift4* ftantly complied with their requefl. 'Their 
number had been reduced from fixteen or feven- 
tcen hundred, to (even hundred men. The 1q1» 
of the befiegers was likewife very great. Tho 
cotemporary hiftorians do not mention the par- 
ticular number of the killed and wounded $ 
but they concur in faying that Sluyi coft the 

. . 4uke 
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riuke-trf Parma more than Noys, Gravci and * jtP '^ ^ 
Vcnloc. together "* ^. y .^^ 

if affot-dcd hun great fatisfaAioii under this OueWert 
talatnity, that during the fiege of Sluys, he had^ thH^l ^ 
without any bioodfhedi acquired the town of Z^^'* 
Ouelders^ which was betrayed to him by a Scots 
colonel of" the nanie of Patoh* Yo this man^ 
Leicefter had committed the government of 
Gueldersi but having taken . oflfeiice at fome 
part of his condu6t> he had openly threatened 
to put another, of the name of Stuart> in his 
room. In order to avoid this affront, Patpn 
entered into a correfpondence with Hautpeine^ 
whofe troops were at that time in tjie neigh*^ 
bburhood of Guelders> and with hi& a0lftance 
he ibon afterwards executed his perfidious de*^. 
figii* 

To eompenfate to the States for fo many 
important places, as they had loft fince their 
alliance with England^ their forces had gained 
no advantage but the reduftion of Axel^ which 
prince ^laurice took by a ftratagem } and the 
fort of £ngelemj which Was compelled to. fur- 
render by count Hohenloci Who at the fame 

* Strada mentidns the numberi killed on both fidei; 
bat his whole relation of this fiege !s fo exceedingly roxnkn-^ 
tiij tktC no credit can be given to it« 

MtUitn, UbiXitk p. 439* Bentivoglio, partii. lib. iv« ' 

•. " Ha time 



ICO HISTORY OF THE REIGN OP 

BOOK tkrie beat the Spanifh troops under Hacrt- 
w— N^ peine, in a rencounter, in which the latter Idfi" 
'^•7. his life. 

After Leiccfter's unfiiccefsful attempt to 
raife the fiege of Sluys>. he traniported his 
troops to Brabant, and^ made another equally 
inglorious attempt to reduce the town and dif- 
trift of Hoogftratert. This was the laft mili- 
tary enterpriftr which he undertook in the 
Netherlands, immediately after which he fetout 
for Dort, whither the States had fent fonic of 
their number to wait his arrival 

intfignet of " This aflembly was now more dilgufted than? 
*^ "* ever with his coaduft- They long had reafoi> 
tofufpeft, and they had lately received certaia 
intelligence^ that he had formed a defign ta 
depriyc them of their authority;^ A letter of 
his, writ from England to one of his-fccrctat- 
ries, had been iaterceptjed,. in which,, after men- 
tioning his intended return to the Lew-Coun- 
tries, he exprefied, in ftrong ierm4 his 4i&o«r 
tent with the limited power wl^ich he had. hi- 
therto ergoyed a^ governor i foRt- inflxu6kions-. 
to be communicated to thofe who were privy 
to his defigns ; arid infmuated, that if he could, 
aot obtain a more extenfive authority^ it was. 
the queen's refolution;^ and his pwn* to.^afesM- 

doa 
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dpA tlie ptovinGcsaltagecfaer^ and tblesvie thcsti ' ^ ^ 
-to their fate, . . v ■ ^•'■■i«i 

The S&iieB akrmed wi^ thw ii«tdligcnce, TheSutet 
«folvod <o ftand updpi Aeir guvd fgaifift *^*'°'***' 
his machlAatiofis. Beutg;fliU ^ow^v^^r Aii|$Hyi^ 
Ikig^ from -their dread of Jfli^^beth;^ (ii^O- 
liire, to come to jan open I-Lfptur^e-Jsvithrhiaj, 
they tookrRO notice of this lc*ter> fbut e^hojiieji , 

him -to rtjt^ fuch maligna,nit: counfds ^ rcafght 
be offered bjf ill-defig^ing.jipen, who, m otr 
der to propi^we their oym {^\BSh yiews, wiftke^ 
to fow th^ feeds of aniwofrtjr and differntliaB. 
From this exhortation, Jjidceftei* cafily ptf- 
ceived that the* States had come to the kflpyfr 
ledge of hb defigns- With great difiage©uity 
he accufedthem of haying yiolat?ed their fjiidli 
by abridging that authority which they ha^ 
intrcated him toaccepf^ apd he threw, fihc 
blame of ^11 . the misfortunes which had: hir 
fallen the confederacy, partly on the §taft^, 
and partly on prince .Maurice and coupt Hor 
henloe. The States^ he^ fii;d, had negle<6ted 
to furnilli him with the neceflary fupplies:; 
and Maurice and Hohenloe had, on diflFerent 
pretences, refufed to co-eperatc with hitfi in 
his military enterprifes. Of a writing which ^ 
contained thefe and fome other groundlefs ac- 
cufations, copies were fent by his part^ans 
into different parts of the provinces. The pa^ 
H 3 tics 
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BOOR ties accufed pabUfhed a vindication of xhcHf 
* s ^*M,f condu& i and it is impoflible from what is pre* 
*^*?' fcrved of this altercation, to confidcr what 
Leicefter advanced, in any other light, but a^ 
the mean attempt of a perfon, equally weak 
and difingenuous, to blacken the charafters of 
Others, in order to conceal the cowardice and 
imprudence of which he himfelf was cpnfcious.: 
\ Such was the judgment formed of it by the 

-impartial world, and bymoftof the inhabitants 
of die Netherlands. But there was ftill a nu- 
merous party who efpoufed Leiceftcr*s defence^^ 
and promoted the execution of* his defigns. 
The clergy were ftill as much attached to hinn 
las ever, and fpared no pains to bf ing the people 
to ^ compliance with his will. Having with 
this view called ^ fynod or aflembly, they ap-r 
-pointed four of their number to prcfent an 
sddrefs to the States, in which, befidcs ex-? 
fcdrting them tp attend to the true intercft 
of the country, and the advancement of reli- 
gion, they advifcd them to maintain concord 
with the queen of England, and the earl of 
Leicpften 

The officlr • To this addrefs, the States made fiich a ror 

th^ clergy, ply as the ofEcioufiicfs of thofe in whofe name 

it was prefcnted, feems to have deferved* 

'* They had not been inattentive (they fgid) 

* to thofe important obiefts- ^hich the fynpd 
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had recommended to their attention; and they book 
could not be more folicitous than they had al- \^m^2.,j 
ways been, to prefcrve inviolate thofc engage- *^*^' 
meots into which they had entered with the 
queen of England and the earl of Leicefter; 
but, in their turn, they muft exhort the mini- 
fters to be on their guard againft admitting 
among them perfons, who, under the cloak <^ 
Tdigion, made it their bufinefs to calumniate 
the civil nugiftrates. By pcrfons fuch as 
thefe> who afiected great zeal for religion, the 
church had been ruined in the fouthem pro- 
vinces 5 and its ruin in the United Provinces 
would foon be accomplilhed, if an end were 
not Ipeedily put to the practices of fuch de- 
figning men. They concluded with exhorting 
the minifters to take warning from the fate of 
their brethren in Brabant and Flanders $ and 
to remember, that the only way in which they 
ought to interfere in public affairs, was to fa- 
vour thofc to whom the adminiftration was 
committed, with the s^fliitance of their prayers.*' 

Neither this whoiefome counfel, nor any Lciceiier's 
other meafbre which the States employed to ^^l^l^^ti! 
enlighten and alarm their cquntrymen, pro- 
duced for fome time the dcfircd eftcft* Lei- 
cefter ftill continued to carry pn his intrigues 
in different places,* and went from town to 
town, putting in praftice every low art by 
H 4 which 
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* *l° ^ which he might ipcre^fe thit a^mber of hi| 



'^^' even ^n Dort and ^yd^n, th^re w^rc many 

who pfppufcd hi^ caufe, and IhcWicd di^m&ly^s 

jifik Q«s to inveft him with authority to con* 

trwl tb^ ^flembly of the States, notwidaft^iuiU 

jog the many ftrikmg proofs whidi he had 

g^ven both of tyranny and foUy, In* l^ydea 

^ plot wai^ laid for putting hini in poSkffiQt 

jof th^t important city i but the confpif atori> 

>yere dctedixd, condenonfid, and cxec^tf d, An4 

by the vigilance of the Stat^s^ feconded by 

priace Maurice and William de Naflau, gp- 

vernor of Friefland^ his defigfis in pthf r placea 

Wj^re rendered equally ineffedual, Having 

.come at laft to perceive that he yra^ not ecjual 

to the attempt upon which he had entered* he 

..grew tired of his fituation, and in the naonth 

-pf December paffed over to En^land^ where, 

not long after his arrival, Elizabeth, either 

fron^ a convidlion of his incapacity, or from 

. ' the defire of keeping him for the future ne v 

He refigm her pcrfon, required him to refign his govern- 

ti^^%, ment of the provinces j which he accordingly 

4id, on the 27 th of Pecember, on? thoufand 

ftve hundred and eighty-feven ", 

Tnk flame which he had kindled was not fo 
J90P extinguilhed, Jn fome tpwns, thcgarrir 

* Mctcren, p, 455, 

fons^ 
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fons, inftigated by him or his emiifariesj openly 
defpifed the authority of the States. Againft 
the garrifon of MedemblinCj they were obliged 
to employ force -, and in order to engage other 
garrifons to yield obedience to their com^ 
mands, they had recourfe to the interpoiition 
pf Elizabeth, through whofe good offices inters 
Aal trancjuiUity was at l^gth reftored. 
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3 O O K XXI. 
PART I. 



ELIZABETH was tht more folicitous to book 
heal the (iivifions in the United Provin- v«-.,^^Z-j 
ces, as fhe apprehended that Ihe would foon pb'il|fie- 
have occafion for all the affiftance which her J^^*^"^*| 
allies could afford her. AH Europe had re- ^Bogiind. 
founded for fome time with the noife of the 
preparations, which Philip was making, with 
a view to fome important enterprife. He had 
been employed for fcveral months in building 
(hips of an extraordinary fize, and in collect- 
ing ftores for their equipment j while the dukfc 
of jt^arma had made fuch numerous levies in 
Germany^ Jt^iy, and the Netherlands, as (hewed 
8 that 
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BOOK that he intended to take the field a^yainft the 



XXI 



next campaign, with a much more powerful 
'^^^* army than any which he had hitherto com- 
mawled. . ' 

fiif mo- Almost ever fince the beginning of Philip's 

*"**■ reign, a great proportion of his troops had been 

occupied, either in war with the Corfairs and 
Tiirks, in the reduftion of 'the Mbrefcpes, or 
in the conqueft of Portugal. He had never 
fully exerted ms strength ag^inl^ his revolted 
fubjefts in the Netherlands. Nor had he found 
leifure to take vengeance upon Elizabeth, for 
the fupport which fti? had gi^en Aem, and the 
infults which he had received from her in Ame- 
rica, where fevcral of his colonies had been 
plundered by her fleet*. To thefe objefts he 
jtPff thought that his honour as well as his in- 
4£refl: required that he ftiould apply his prin- 
idpai attention. As he did not doubt that^ 
with a much fmaller force than Imb jbtcaded to 
employ, he ihould be able to compel the people 
in the Netherlands to return to their ^egiance> 
he had begun bis preparations) chiefly with an 
intention to invade England, and he ^ired to 
^e entire fubjeftion of thut kingdom* But he 
iiefitated for fqme time ^s to the manner in 
which he fhoul^ proceed; and held frequem: 

• By SirFraausDrakc, anno 158;. 

meetings 
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meetings of his council to aflifl: him in (Jecid- b o a i^ 

iiig,. whether it was moft expedient to begin* ,t^ 

with the invalion of fingland^ or widi the con- '^^^* ^ 

queft of the United Provinces, fdiaquez, one 

of his principal officers of ftate, advifed him 

to abandon altogether the former of thefe de- 

ligns. 

^ The fituation of England (faid that prtr- Speech of 
dent ftatcfman), which is furrounded on every 
fide with a tempelhious ocean, and has few 
harbours upbn its coafts^ the numerous forces 
v^hich defend' it ; the 'genius of the people, and' 
the nature of thcii* government, coticur in mak* 
ingme believe that it will be found almoffi im- 
poffible to focceed in an attempt to cenquo* it* 

*^ Thb Engiifli navy isj alone* equal* to dxoo 
of any other, natiixn ; and- when joined; witli) the 
lliips bdiongidg to the revolted provincesy rnnft 
prove an qychnatch, for any fleet tkx cam br 
feixt ftopn^Spun. And even: allowing^ dsstrthe 
king's forcesihould effedfcuate adelcent; y ei wl iat 
ground ii there t» hope that they will be- ahte 
ckhcr tx> fubdlie fo^great a nation, or tonaaiw-r 
tain, for ^ny confiderable tia-nci foch.canqueflbi 
a* may be made?- Ih- ordsr to acobmp^fti: tfai© 
moft ordinary cemqueft% foihe fa.vouraft>ie titf*-. 
pofition in.thQ people towards the ojn^^tterofS^. 
i^n^oeflaryi and in order to preferve them, 

4 there 
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there is need for a continual fupply of troops^ 
From no part of the Ehglifh nationi has the 
king any reafon to hope for afliftance in the 
intended enterprile. In the beginning of his 
reign> fie had experience of the ftrong abhor- 
rence which thcfe iflanders entertain of a fo- 
reign yoke. And he knows how difficult it 
muft be to keep up a numerous army in Eng- 
land, befides all the other armies which are 
neceflary for the defence of his hereditary, and' 
his lately acquired dominions* If England 
ihould prove equally pernicious to Spain, as 
Flanders has done, would there not be reaibn 
to dread the confequ'ences ? Even the confc- 
4uence of fuccefs may prove fatal ; how much . 
more thoie which may arife from a difappoint^ 
ment, by which Elizabeth, being delivered 
from her apprehenfions of danger at home^ 
would be at greater leifure than ever to fup-- 
port the provinces in their rebellion ; and by 
joining her maritime force with theirs* do in- 
finite mifchief to the Spanifh domini%tis, both 
in Europe and America. In my opinion there- 
fore, it will be better to fufjpend the defign of . 
invading England, and to employ both the 
fleet and army in the reduftion of the Ne- 
therlands. The rebels will not long refift fo 
great a force $ and when they are fubduedj 
t|ic king^ having fewer enemies to contend 

with|( 
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Vitb^ will be much more able than at prcfcnt ' ^ok 
to cluftifc the queen of England/* . ^ — ^ — ^ 

Thi duke of Panna, whom Philip confuked t^^^ f 
on this occafion^ was of the fame opinion as *""' * 
Idiaquez; and added^ That before, the king 
could enter upon the Englifh expedition with 
a probability of fuccefs, it was neccflary to ac* 
quire pofleflion of fome of the moft confiderable^ 
fea-ports in Zealand^ for the accommodation o£ 
his fleec 

Philip was not naturally either bold or raffi ; J4^|^ 
yet he reflifed to liften to thcfe prudent coun- 
iels. Blinded by the Iplendid fuccefs of his 
arms in the conqueft of Portugal, bethought it 
impofTible that Elizabeth could withftand the 
powerful armament which he intended to em- 
ploy againft her. And if England were fubr 
dued, the reduftion of his revolted fubjeft^^ 
would quickly follow, as they would then be 
deprived of the only foreign aid, by which they 
iad been hitherto enabled to perfift in their re- 
bellion. Nor would the conqueft of the former, 
kc thought, he either fo tedious or fb difficult 
as that of the latter s becaufe England was 
c^ery where an open country, and the Englifh, 
tnifting to their infular fituation, had negleft- 
rf to provide any fortified towns to retard the 
progrefs of an enemy. A fingle battle by fea, 

and 
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■ ^1 ^ and another by fentf, wodd dtcide' tht conteft ; 

t^- v' -^> and as the fleet which he Was preparing Was 
'^^* greatly fuperior to any which Elizabeth coqld 
equip, fo he conM nor foppofe Aat ft^r land- 
fbrces, undiiciplined, and unaccuftomcd: tor 
war, would be able to relift his veteraki^ troops, 
which had been long enured to vrftorjTj^ and 
were commanded by the greateft gi^neral attd 
the braveft officers in the world. 

sttteof He was not ignorant how much realbn the 

other European powers had to be jealous of his 
defign; but he confidered that happily they 
were at" prefent either not inclined, . or not in a 
capacity to prevent him from carrying it into 
execution. The emperor of Germany was his 
friend and ally. The attention of the northern 
potentates was wholly engroffed with the inter- 
nal adminiftration of their dominions.. And 
the French monarch, who was more deeply in- 
terefted than any other in oppofing him, could 
with difficulty fupport himfelf upoA the* throne 
againft his rebellious fubjefts. 

But there was nothing which Cprttributed 
more to confirm him in his purpofe, than the 
approbation whicTi it received from the Pope *'} 
who, although it has been afTerted that no 

^ Se«a$ V. I 

perfon 
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perfon entertained a higher admiration of the ^^x? ^ 
charafter of Elizabeth, confidered her as the ^ — > — ' 
moft formidable enemy that the church had '^ ^* 
ever feen upon a throne. She had not indeed,- 
on any occafion, treated her catholic fubjefts 
with that inhuman cruelty, of which Philip 
hadrlet her an example in his treatment of the 
protefliants j but fhe had fhewn herfelf intent on 
extirpating the catholic religion from every 
country in EuropCj to which her power and 
influence could reach* ^ For almoft thirty years" 
fhe had been the chief fupport of the proteftants 
in Germany, the Nethedands, and France. She . 
had entirely abolifhed the popifh faith in 
Scotland, as well as in her own dominions i 
and not fatisfied of depriving the unfortunate 
Mary of her libertyi (he had lately^ after thd 
farce of a folemn trial, ordered that princefs to 
be cdnde'mned sis a traitor, and to fuffer death. 
This a6lionj for which Elizabeth was feverely 
cenfured by proteftants as well as papifts, exr 
cited in the violent mind of the pontifF, the 
higheft degree of rage and indignation^ With 
thefe paflidns his intereft concurred -, and the 
hope of feeing England^ which had formerly 
been the: moft precious jewel of the triple 
crown, brought back to its ancient obedience 
to the 'Holy See. He approved highly there- 
fore of Philip's intended enterprife, exhprtirig 
him to perfevere in his defign, and gave him. 
Vox.. IIL I affurances 
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affurances that he would befriend him in the 
execution of it to the utmoft of his power* 
Next to an infatiable thirft after dominion, it 
had ever been Philip's principal ambition to 
be confidered as the guardian of the church ; 
and his vanity was not a little flattered at this 
time with having the fovcreign pontiff for his 
aflbciate ''. 



Artifice of 
Philip to ^ 
jeceiYe Ell* 
sabeth. 



Hs proceeded tfierefore with much alacrity 
in completing his preparations. But although 
he refolved to ipare no expence or pains to fe- 
cure fuccefs ; yet, that he might find Elizabeth 
unprepared, he concealed with care the purpofe 
for which his armament was intended. A part 
of his fleet, he faid, was to co-operate with his 
land-forces in the reduftion of Holland, and 
the reft to be employed in the defence of his 
dominions in America. 



Elizabeth had too much penetration to be 
fo eafily deceived by the artifices of a prince, 
with whole duplicity flie was fo thoroughly ac- 
quainted i and in the fpring of the year one 
thoufand five hundred and eighty-feven, Ihe 
fent Sir Francis Drake with a fleet to the coaft 
of Spain to interrupt his preparations. By 



^ Bentivoglio, part ii. lib. iv. See a \try diiFerent ac- 
count in Gregorio Leti's Life of Si;xtus, lib. vii. 
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this gallant feaman5 the Spanifli Ihips of war boor 
Which had been fcnt to oppofe him werfe dif- ^^ " ..-'' m j 
perfed, and near a hundred veflcls filled with '^*^* 
naval fteres and provifions, befides two large 
galleons, were deftroyed in the harbour of Ca- 
diz, Drake then fet fail for the Azores, where 
he took a rich carrack in her way from the 
Eaft Indies, and afterwards returned to Eng- 
land loaded with fpoils, having by this bold 
and fortunate adventure rendered it impoffible 
for Philip to execute his enterprife againft Eng- 
land till the following year. 

Notwithstanding tkefe hoftiiities, Philip Fruuieft 
ftill afFefted to defire that all the grounds of fo^peacer 
difference between him and Elizabeth might 
be removed, and gave orders to the duke of 
Parma to propofe a negociation for peace. It 
is not probable that the queen Wis deceived by 
thii, any n\ore than by his former* artifide. She 
refolved however to appear to be caught in the 
fnare : die ptetended to believe his declaration 
with regard to the deftination of "his fleet, and ' 

to liften to his propofal of negociating an agree- 
ment* She readily accepted of the mediation 
of the king of Denmark i and that her con- 
dufl: might have the greater appearance of fin- 
cerity, fhc ufged the States to fend ambafl^adors 
to Bourboujg, the place appointed for the 
conferences, and ordered her envoy to repre- 
1 2 fent 
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* XXI '^ fent to them the expediency of putting a period 

v-^-v— ^ to the war. 
1587, 

The States were nnuch alarmed with her pro- 
pofal, and fufpefted that, in order to avert the 
ftorm which threatened her, Ihe had refolved 
to facrifice the confederacy, and to deliver up 
to Philip the Dutch towns in her pofleffion. 
She found it neceflary to remove their appre- 
henfions on this head, by declaring, that as 
ihe had not the remotefl: thoughts of forfaking 
them, fo fhe would never confent to any terms 
of peace inconfiftent with their fecurity. 

She could not however perfuade them to fend 
ambaffadors to the congrefs. ** They were 
deeply fenfible, they informed her, of the 
weight of thofe confideratiohs which her am- 
baffador had urged to induce them to think of 
peace. They lamented that fpirit of difcord 
which had feized on fome towns of the confe- 
deracy, and they heard, with great anxiety, 
of thofe mighty fleets and armies which the 
king of Spain was preparing for their, deftruc- 
tion. But their fituation, though bad in* fome 
refpefts, was far from being defperate ; they 
were ftill in pofleflion of more than fixty towns 
and forts, each of which could make a vigor- 
ous refiftance againfl: the enemy. In the two 
years durihg which the earl of Leicefter had 
, " - ' governed 
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governed them, eight millions of guilders had ^^j^.^ 
been raifed for the public fervice, and under a c— .^li^ 
prudent adminiftration they would be able not '^ ^* 
only to contintie to afford the fame expence, 
but even to augment it. But although their 
fituation were in reality as ill as fome had re- 
prefented, it could not ferve any good purpofe 
to treat g( peace >vith the king of Spain, who 
was unalterably determined never to grant ' 
them peace on fuch conditions as either their 
intereft or their confciences would permit them 
to accept. And from pad experiehce they were 
perfuaded, that their fending ambaffadors to the 
congrefs would be attended with the moft per- 
nicious confequences. It would create in ma- 
ny perfons fuch defpair with regard to the lia- 
bility of the prefent government, as would de- 
termine fome to change their religion, and 
others to leave the Netherlands. It would raife 
the fpirits of the catholics, and induce both 
them and the proteftants to with-hold their 
Ihare of the public expences ; the former, from 
the view of forwarding the peace, and the 
latter, from that of retiring into foreign parts. 
Thus, both the fleet and army being ill paid, 
would become refraftory, the commanders of 
towns and Ihips would provide for their future 
fecurity, be entering into fecret praftices with 
the enemy ; and in the midft of that fedition, 
confufion, apd treachery that would enfue, it 
I 3 would 
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* SJ? ^ would not be in the power of thp States, qr of 
i^-^JL^ the queen, to prevent the people from accept-* 
'^'^* ing whatever terms of peace the king of Spain 
IJiould think fit to impofe, 

In thefe reafons Elizabeth found it neceflary 
^ to acquiefce ; but (he perfiftcd in the refolution 
which Ihe had formed with regard to her own 
conduft, and ordered her ambaffadprs to rcr 
pair to Bourbourg. In thq cqnferences held 
there, various terms of accommodation were 
propofed, with no^fincerity on the part of Spain^, 
' and with little hope of fuccefs on the part of 
England, The Spanifh minifters ftill conti-: 
nued to afllire thofe of England, that nq inva- 
fion of that kingdom wa$ intended i and, con- 
fidering how long this congrefs fqbfifted (for 
it was nqt diflblyed till the arrival of the Spa-:, 
nilh fleet in the channel), it fhould feem. that 
their afleverations were not wholly d^fregarded 
by Elizabeth **. 

EiiMbeiK't This artifice howe\?cr did not preyen^: her 
\ioIs!^' from putting her kingdom into a pofture of de- 
fence. An army was raifed amounting to 
eighty thoufand men, twenty thoufand of whoii^ 
were ftationed on the fouth coaft of the ifland, 
|:wenty-twq thoufand foot and a phoufand horfe 

^ Mcteren, lib. xlv, p. 459. Bcntivo^lio, part ii. Hb.iv. 

8 "Were 
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were pofted at Tilbury, in Eflex, under the b o o k 
earl of Leicefter, and the remainder commanji- u -^-'^ 
ed by lord Hunfdown, were kept near the ^^^* 
queen's perfon, in readinefs to march againft 
the enemy wherefoever they fhould attempt to 
land. Elizabeth did not truft implicitly at 
this junfture either to her own judgment, or 
that of her counfellors of ftate -, lord Gray of 
Wilton, fir Francis Knolles, fir John* Norris, 
fir Richard Bingham, and fir Roger Williams, 
ofEcers of diftinguifhed reputation, were ap- 
pointed to confider of the meafures proper to 
be purfued ; and by their advice, all the fea- 
ports which lay mofl: conveniently for a defcent 
were fortified; the militia was raifed, their 
arms and manner of fighting afcertained, and 
a refolution formed, that if, notwithflianding 
the precautions taken, it fhould be found im- 
pofllble to prevent the enemy from landing, all 
the country round Ihould be laid wafte, and a 
general engagement avoided till the feveral ar- 
mies were combined. 

While thefe prudent meafures were purfued 
at land, Elizabeth exerted herfelf ftrenuoufly 
in the equipment of her fleet. When fhe be- 
gan her preparations, it did not amount to 
more than thirty fhips, and none of thefe were ' 
nearly equal in fize to thofe of the enemy. But 
this difadvantage was in fome measure com- 
I 4 penfated 
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penfated by the Ikill and dexterity of the Eng* 
lifli failors 5 and the number of her Ihips was 
foon augmented through the alacrity and zeal 
which her fubjcAs difplayed in her defence. 
By her wife adminiftration fhe had acquired 
their efteem and confidence^ The animofity 
againft her perfon and government, which the 
differences in religion had excited in the minds 
of fome, was at prefent fwallowed up in that 
univerfal abhorrence which the catholics as well 
as the proteftants entertained of the tyranny qf 
Spain, Great pains were taken to keep alive 
and heighten that abhorrence. Accounts were 
fpread of the horrid barbarities which the Spa-r 
niards had perpetrated in the Netherlands and 
America: defcriptions were drawn, in the 
blackeft colours, of the inhuman crueltieis of 
the inquifition, and piftures were diiperfed of 
the various inftrumcnts of torture employed by 
the inquifitors, of which, it was faid, there was 
abundant ftore on board the Spanilh fleet. 
Thefe, and fuch other confiderations, made a 
ftrong impreflion not upon Elizabeth's protef- 
tant fubjefts only, but likewilfc upon the ca- 
tholics • J who, although the pope had pubr 
Hflied a bull of excommunication againft her, 
yet refolved not to yield to the proteftants 
cither in loyalty to their foyereign, or in zeal 

« ^ct^crco, lib. xv. 

for 
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for die independency of the ftatc. The whole ^ ^^ ^ 
kingdom was of one mind and fpirit: fomc u ^r\j' 
catholics entered into the army as volunteers, '^**' 
and others joined with the proteflants in cquip-^ 
ping armed veffels. Every maritime town fit- 
ted out one or more. The citizens of London 
furnilhed thirty, although only fifteen were 
required of them ; and between forty and fifty 
were equipped by the nobility and gentry 
throughout the kingdom. But all thefe fliips 
were of finall fize, in comparifon of thofe which 
compofcd the Spanifh fleet ; and there was ftill 
much ground for the mod anxious apprehen- 
fioiis with regard to the final iflue of the war. 

No perfon felt greater anxiety on this occa- 
fion than Elizabeths the principal objed of 
whofe prudent politics for thirty years, had been 
to avoid the critical fituation to which fhe was 
now reduced. She did not> however, fufFer 
any fymptoms of uneafinefs to appear, but wor« 
.at all times a placid and animated countenance, 
and in her whole behaviour difplayed an un- 
daunted fpirit, which commanded admiration 
and applaufe. 

The States of Holland, in the mean time, Pr^par; 
were not inattentive- to the approaching dan- 
ger, nor did they think themfelves lefs inte- 
refted to provide againft it, than if Philip had -in- 
1 tended 
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^ o o K tended to begin his operations with an attack 
i^-v^^^i upon the Netherlands. From their fears of an 
'^*** immediate attack, they were delivered by in- 
telligence of the enormous fize of the Spanifh 
fliips> to which the coafts of Holland and 
Zealand were inacceflible. They turned their 
principal attention therefore to the affiftancc 
of their ally: and kept their fleet, confifting of 
more than eighty fhips, prepared for aftion* 
At Elizabeth *s defire, they fent thirty of that 
number to cruize between Calais and Dover ; 
and, afterwards, when the duke of Parma's 
defign of tranfporting his army to England 
was certainly known, they ordered Juftin djc 
NaflTau, admiral of Zealand, to join lord Sey- 
mour^ one of the Englifli admirals, with five 
and thirty fhips, to block up thofe fea-ports 
in Flanders where the duke intended to em^ 
bark \ 

The principal Englifli fleet was fliationed at 
Plymouth, and the chief command of it was given 
to Charles lord Howard of Effingham, who had 
under him as vice-admirals. Sir Francis Drake, 
Hawkins, and Frobiflier, three of the moft ex- 
pert and braveft feamen in the world. 



AroM^ji. 



TheSpattiA I^ the beginning of May one thoufand five 
hundred and eighty-eight, Philip's preparations, 

^ Meteren, lib. xv. 

whi^ch 



PHILIP II. KING OF SPAIN. wj 

which had fo long kept all Europe in aniaze- ^.Sj^ ^ 
ment and fufpence were brought to a cohclu- ^ « v ^ 
lion. That Armada, to which the Spaniards, '**** 
in confidence of fuccefs, gave the name of In- 
vincible, confiftcd of one hundred and fifty 
fhips, moft of which were grieatly fuperior in 
ftrength and fize to any that had been feen be- 
fore. It had on board near twenty thoufand 
foldiers, and eight thoufand failors, befides 
two thoufand volunteers of the moft diftin- 
guiihed families in Spain. It carried two 
thoufand fix hundred and fifty great guns, was 
yiftualled for half a year, ^nd contained fuch 
a quantity of military ftorcs, as only the Spa- 
nifti monarch, enriched by the treafures of the 
Jndies and America, could fupply. 



Philip's preparations in the NeAerlands Dufce«r 
were not lefs advanced than thofe in Spain, prVpar^. 



Befides a flouriftiing army of thirtv thoufand 
foot and four thoufand horfe, which the duke 
of Parma liad affembled in the neighbourhood 
of Nieuport and Dunkirk j that aftive general 
had, with incredible labour, provided a great 
number of flat-bottomed veffels, fit for tranf* 
porting both horfe and foot, and had brought 
failors to navigate them from the towns in the 
Baltic. Mqft of thefe veffels had been built 
gt Antwerp, and as he durft not venture to 
bring them frorri thence by fe^ to Nieuport, 
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BOOK left they fliould have been intercepted by the 
V ^ ' f Dutch,, he was obliged to fend them along the 
^^^^ Schcld to Ghent, from Ghent to Bruges, by 
the canal which joins thefe towns, and from. 
Bruges, to Nieuport, by a new canal which he dug 
oh the prefent occafion. This laborious un- 
dertaking, in which fcveral thoufand workmen 
had been employed, was already finifhed, and 
the duke now waited for the arrival of the Spa- 
niih fleet; hoping, that as foon as it Ihould ap- 
proach, the Dutch and Englilh Ihips that 
eruifed upon the coaft, would retire into their 
harbourst 

Death of the The* Armada would have left Lifbon in the 
mwai. beginning of May, but the marquis de Santa 
Croce, who had been appointed admiral, was, 
at the very time fixed for its departure, feized 
with a viole^nt fever, of which he died in a few 
days J and, by a fingular fatality, the duke de 
Paliano, the vice-admiral, died likewife at the 
fame time. Santa Croce being reckoned the 
firft naval officer in Spain, Philip had much 
reafon to lament his death, and it fliould feem 
that he found it extremely difficult to fill his 
place, fince he named for his fucceflbr the 
duke de Medina Sidonia, a nobleman of con^ 
fiderable reputation, but entirely unacquainted 
with maritime affairs. This dQfc&i in the 
commander in chief, Philip fupplied in fome 

n^cafure. 
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raeafure, by giving him Martinez de Recaldo, b o o i^ 
a feaman of great experience, for his vice- ^ — .-^' 
admiral, '^•^* 

In thefe arrangements fo much time was Tbc Arm*, 
loft, that the fleet could not leave Lifbon till fromL&on. 
the twenty- ninth of May. It had not advan- 
ced far in its voyage to Corunna, at which 
place it was to receive fome troops and ftores, 
when it was overtaken by a violent ftorm and 
difperfed. All the Ihips however reached Co- 
runna, though confiderably damaged, except 
four^. They were rapaired with the utmoft 
diligence, the king lending meffengers every 
day to haften their departure j yet feveral weeks 
pafled before they could be put in a condition 
to refumc the voyage. 

In the mean time a report was brought to 
England, that the Armada had fufFered fo 
much by the ftorm, as to be unfit for proceed- 
ing in the intended enterprife ; and fo well at-' 
teftcd did this intelligence appear to queen 
Elizabeth, that, at her defire, fecretary Wal- 
£ngham wrote to the Englifli admiral, requir- 

. * In three of thefe, the galley flav€8, confiRtiig of 
£ngH&« French, and Turks, taking advantage of the 
confuiion ocoafioned by the ftorm, overpowered the Spa* 
Diards, and carried the (liips into a harbour on the coaft of 
Eayonne. Meteren> p. 476. 

ing 
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ing him to lay up four of his largeft fliipsj ancl 
to difcharge the feamen^ Lord Howard was 
happily lefs credulous on this occafion thanf 
cither Elizabeth or Walfingham, and defired 
that he rfiighr be allowed to ret^n thefe fliips 
in the' fervicey even though it fhould be at his 
own expencej till more certa;in information 
were received. In order to procure it, he fet 
fail with a brilk north wind for Corunna, in- 
tending, in cafe he Ihould find the Armada for 
much difabled as had been reported, to attentpo 
to complete its deftruftion. On the coaft of 
Spain he received intelligence of the truth : at 
the fame time the wind having changed from 
north to fouth, he bdgan to dread that the Spa- 
niards might have failjcd for England, and 
therefore he returned without delay to his for- 
mer ftatibn at Plymouth* 



Amva] of 

the Arma- 
da in the 
channelt 



Soon after his arrival, he was informed that 
the Armada was in fight. He immediately 
weighed anchor, and failed out of the harboury 
ftill uncertain of the courfe which the enemy 
Joiy aoth, intended to purfue. On the next day he per-' 
ceived them fleering diredly towards him^ 
drawn up in the form of a crefcent,' which ex-^ 
tended feven miles from one extremity to ano-* 
ther. It was for lome time believed that Ply-^ 
mouth was the place of their deftination ; and 
it was the opinion of many perfons in that age^ 

that 
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that their cnterprizc would have been more 
fucccfsful than it proved, had they landed 
there, and not proceeded up the channel. By ■^**" 
doing this, > it was fuppofed, they -would have 
drawn Elizabeth's whole force to the fouth- 
weft coaft of the ifland, and have rendered ic 
eafier for the duke of Parma to tranfport his 
troops. But in this expeftation it is probable 
they would have been extremely difappointed, 
as the Dutch fleet alone would have been able 
to block up the fea-ports in Flanders; the 
Englifh fleet might have deftroyed the Armada 
had it once entered Plymouth harbour, and 
Elizabeth's land-forces would have been an 
over-match for all the Spanifli troops which 
the Armada had on board. But if the duke Pi«n«f«jie- 
de Medina ever intended to make a defcent at "nf^d'bj'** 
Plymouth, he foon changed his defign, and ad- ^^****** 
hered clofely afterwards to the execution of the 
plan prefcribed to him by "the court of Spain* 
This was to fteer quite through the channel till 
he ibould reach the coaft of Flanders, and after 
driving away the Dutch ihd Englifti fliips, by 
which the harbours of Nieuport and Dunkirk 
were befieged, to efcort the duke of Parma's 
amiy to England, and to land there the forces 
that were on board the fleet. In compliance 
with thefe inftruftions, he proceeded in his 
courfe, without turning afide to the Englifli, 

who 
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* XXI ^ ^^^ ^^^^ drawn up along the coaftj and ready 

V-^' — ' to receive hiiUi 
1588. 

Prudent and LoRD Howard,- confiderirtg that the Spa- 
Suft o^f "ord niards would probably be much fuperior to him 
Howaid. -j^ ^Yok fights by reafon of the fize of theii' 
Ihips, and the number of their troops, wifely 
refolved to content himfelf with haraffing them 
in their voyage, and with watching attentively 
all the advantages which might be derived 
from ftorms* crofs winds, and fiich like for- 
tuitous accidents. It was not long before he 
difcerned a favourable opportunity of attack- 
ing the vice-admiral Recaldo* This he did in 
perfon ; and on that occafion difplayed fo much 
dexterity in working his lliip, and in loading 
• and firing his guns, as jgreatly alarmed the 
Spaniards for the fate of the vice-admiraL 
From that time they kept much clofer ' to one 
Another; notwithftanding which, the Englifh 
on the fame day attacked one of the largeft ga^ 
teafles. Other Spanifli Ihips came up in time 
to her relief, but in their hurry, one of the 
principal galleons, which had a great part of 
the treafure on board, ran foul of another Ihip^ 
ajid had one of her malts broken* In confe- 
quence of this misfortune fhe fell behind> and 
was taken by Sir Francis Drake j whoj on the 
fame day, took another capital fhip, which had 
teen accidentally fet on fire* . 
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Several other rencounters happened, and ^S^^ 
in all of them the Englifh proved viftorious, ^--v-^^ 
through the great advantage which they dc- superiority 
rived from the lightnefs of their fhips, and the mh^u 
dexterity of the failors. The Spaniards in that 
age did not fufficiently underftand nautical me- 
chanics, to be able to avail themfelves of the 
unufual magnitude of their fliips. The Eng- 
lifli failed round them, approached or retired 
with a velocity that filled them with amaze- 
ment, and did infinitely greater execution with 
their cannon j for while every (hot of theirs 
proved efi^eftual, their fhips.fuflrcred very little 
damage from the enemy, whofe guns were 
planted too high, and generally Ipent their 
force in air. 

The Spaniards however ftill continued to Tht Ar- 
advance till they came oppofite to Cakis : "t* to'o^ 
there the duke de Medina having ordered them 
to caft anchor, he fent information to the duke 
of Parma of his arrival, and intreated him to 
haften the embarkation of his forces. Farnefe 
fet out immediately from Bruges, where tl>e 
meflenger found him, for Nieuport, and he be- 
gan to put his troops on board. But at the 
fame time he informed Medina, that, agreeably 
JO the king's inftru(5tions, the veflel^ which he 
had prepared, were proper only for tranfport- 
ing the troops, but were utterly unfit for fight- 

VoL. III. K ingi 
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brought ftill nearer, and the coaft cleared of 
'^'*^' the Dutch fhips which had blocked up the har- 
bours of Nieuport and Dunkirk, he could not 
ftir from his prefcnt ftation, without expofing 
his army to certain ruin, the confequencc of 
which would probably be the entire lofs o'f the 
Netherlands^ 

Is thrown In compliance with this requeft, the Arma- 
fi"n by"h*e" ^a was ordcrcd to advance, and it had arrived 
EngUAfire- ^j^hi^ fight of Dunkirk, between theEnglifh 
fleet on the one hand, and the Dutch on the 
other, when a ludden calm put a flop to all its 
motions* In this fituation the three fleets re- 
Aoguft 7th. gained for one whole day. About the middle 
of the night a breeze fprung up, and lord How- 
ard had recourfe to an expedient which had 
been happily devifed on the day before. Hav- 
ing filled eight ftiips with pitch, fulphur, and 
other combufl:ible materials, he fet fire ta 
them, and fent them before the wind againfl: 
the different divifions of the Spanifh fleets 

When the Spaniards beheld thefe fliips^ in 
flames approaching towards them, it brought 
to their remembrance the havoc which had 
been made by the firefcips employed againfl 
the duke of Parjnfia's bridge at the fiege of Ant- 
werp. The darknels of the night increafed 

the 
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the terror with which their imaginations were ^ ^^ ^ 
overwhelnned, and the panic flew from one end u— .^^- j 
of the fleet to the other. Each crew, an:^ious '^ ' 
only for their own prcfcrvation, thought of 
nothing but how to cfcape from the prefent 
danger. Some of them took time to weigh 
their anchors, but others cut their cables, and 
fuflTcred their (hips to drive with blind precipi- 
tation, without confidering. whether they did 
not thereby expofe themfelves to a greater dan- 
ger than that which they were fo folicitous to 
avoid. In this confufion the ftiips ran foul of 
one another : the fliock was dreadful, and fe- 
veral of them received fo much damage as to 
be rendered unfit for future ufe. 

When day-light returned, lord Howard had B*ttiebe- 
the fatisfadtion ttf perceive that his fl:ratagcm twoflceti, 
had fully produced the defired eflTeft. The 
enemy were fl:ill in extreme diforder, and their 
fhips -widely feparated and difperfed. His fleet 
had lately received a great augmentation by 
the fliips fitted out by the nobility and gentry, 
and by thofe under lord Seymour, who had 
left Juftin de Naflau as alone fufficient to guard 
the coaft of Flanders. Being bravely feconded 
by fir Francis Drake, and all the other officers, 
he made hafte to improve the advantage which 
was now prefented to him, and attacked the 
enemy in diflferent quarters at the fame time 
K 2 - with 
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® XXI ^ ^^^^ ^^ utmoft impetuofity and ardour. The 
V-— V — ' engagement began at fotir in the morning, 
Auguo h. and lafted till fix at night. The Spaniards dif- 
playcd in every rencounter the moft intrepid 
bravery 5 but, from the caufcs already men- 
tioned, they did very little execution againft 
the Englilh, while many of their own fhips 
were greatly damaged, and ten of the largeft 
were either run aground, or funk, or com- 
pelled to furrender. 

Leflv* riif- The principal galeafs, commanded by Mon- 
sjaliwL. * cada, having Mauriquez the infpeftor-general 
oti board, with three hundred galley-flaves and 
four hundred foldiers, was driven afliore near 
Calais. She was quickly followed by fomc 
Englifh pinnaces, and thefe were fupported by 
the admiral's long-boat, in which he had'icnt 
a body of feleft foldiers to their affiftancc. 
Moncada himfelf, and almoft all the Spaniards, 
were either killed or drowned in attempting to 
reach the Ihore. The rowers were fet at li- 
berty. About fifty thoufand ducats were found 
on board. Mauriquez efcaped, and was the 
firfl: who carried the news: of the difaftcr of the 
fleet to Spain. 

One of the capital fliips havitig beea long 
battered by an Englifh captain of the name 
of Crofs, was funk in the time of the engage-- 

V:..ment* 
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ment. A few only of the crew were faved, ^ J^^ ^ 
-who related, that one of the officers on board 
having propofed to furrender, he was killed by 
another who was enraged at his propofal j that 
this other was killed by the brother of the firftj 
and tliat it was in the midft of this bloody 
fcenc, which paints the ferocious charafter of 
the Spaniards, that the fhip had gone to the 
bottom *• 

The fate of two other of the Spanifh gal- 
leons is particularly nmentioned by the cotem- 
pprary hiftorians. One of them was called the 
St, Philip, and the other the St. Matthew, which 
had on board, befides feveral other nobility, 
two general officers, Don Francis Toledo, of 
the family of Orgas, and Don Diego Pimentel, 
brother to the marquis of Tomnarez, After 
an obftinate engagement, in which the admi- 
ral's fhip fought along with them, they were 
obliged to run afhore on the coaft of Flanders, 
where they were taken by the Dutch, Toledo 
was drowned, and Pimentel, and all the r^ft 
who furvived, were made prifoners. 

The duke de Medina was much dejefted at Thed»irt 

thefe misfortunes, and ftill more when he re- defpaiMo* 

flefted on the fuperior Ikill of the enemy. For ^"^^^'•' 
it is well^ attefted, that in all the engagements; 

C Meteren and QrotittS* 
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BOOK which had paflcd fincc the firil appearance of 
• — vr— ' the Armada in the channel, the Englifli had 
'^^'' left only one fmall Ihip, and about a hundred 
men. Animated by their paft fuccefs with 
fanguine hopes of final viftory, they were now 
more formidable than ever, Medina dreaded.^ 
from a continuance of the combat, the entire 
deftrudtion of his fleet. He could not without 
the greateft danger remain any longer in hi^ 
prefent fituation, and much lefs could he ven-r 
ture to approach nearer to the cpaft of Flan- 
ders. 

dd-D^lr^^^" It now appeared how great an error Philip 
had committed, in neglecting to fecure fome 
commodious- harbours in Zealand. He had 
from the firft fuppofed that the enerny's Ihips 
would fly to their refpeftive ports, as foon-as 
his ftupendous Armada fhould appear. But 
this Armada had been made unfit for the pur-r 
pofe for which it was defigned, by means of 
that enormous expence which he beftowed in 
order to render it invincible. In conftrufting 
it, no attention had been given to the nature of 
thofe narrow feas in which it was to be ettXr 
ployed i and the confequence of this important 
error was, that even if the Englifli fleet had 
been unable to contend with the Spaniards in 
the deeper parts of the channel, yet they would 
have prevented them from landing : and the 

Dutch 
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Dutch fleet lying in (hallow water, to which » ^^^ k 
the galleons duril not approach, would ilill have ^..^^^ 
kept their ftation, and have rendered it im- '^*** 
pofiible for the Spaniih fleet and army to a6k in 
concerts 

This the duke de Medina at length per- HerefoUet 
ceived, and he did not hefitate in refolving to Sp»ia. 
abandon the further profecution of his enter- 
prife. The only fubjedl of his deliberation 
now was, how he might, with the leafl: diffi- 
culty and danger, get back to Spain. Had he 
been ever fo much inclined to return through 
the channel, in which he muft have been con- 
tinually harafled by the enemy, yet the wind, 
which blew fl:rong from the fouth, would have 
prevented him. He therefore refolved to fail 
northwards, and to make the circuit of the 
Britifli ifles. 

Tills refolution was no fooner underfl:ood by 
the Englifli admiral, than having difpatched 
lord Seymour with a part of the fleet, to join 
the Dutch in watching the motions of the duke 
of Parma, he fet fail himfelf with the greater 
part of it, in purfuit of the Spaniards. He 
followed clofe in the rear for three days j with- 
out attacking them. This he declined from 
the apprehenfion of his not having a fufficient 
quantity of gun-powder, with which he had 
K 4 been 
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? xxi ^ ^^^^ ^^^ fupplied by the public offices. Had he 
Km " ^^''^mj not been deterred from renewing his attack by 
'^ * this provoking circumftance, he might have 
forced the Spaniards to an engagement 
Flamborough-head j and it is afferted by a re- 
fpeftable cotemporafy hiftqrian **, that fo grea 
was the diftrefs of the Spanilh fleet, and fuc h 
the admiral's dread of the long and dangerous 
voyage before him, that he would have fur* 
rendered without refiftance, in cafe he had been 
attacked. But he was faved from the difgrace 
in Which this aftion would have involved his 
name, through the neceflity under which the 
Englith admiral found himfelf of returning to 
England, to fupply the deficiency of his ftores, 

^['*^"f r. Lord Howard had reafon to be incenfed 

which bcfei .^ . .' . ; * - ' 

the Anna, againft thofc, by whofe negligence he was thus 
difabled from completing the glory which his 
gallant conduft had procured him. In the 
iffue, however, it would have been unfortunate; 
if he had delayed his return. The two fleets 
failed in oppofite direftions, were not far diftant 
from each other, when a dreadful florm arofe. 
The Englifh reached home, though not with- 
out difficulty, yet without fufl:aining any con- 
siderable lofs. But the Spaniards were expofed 
to the ftorm in all its rage, and became no lefs 

J Grotlus. 
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objefts of pity to their enemies, than they had b o o ic * 

lately been of dread and terror. . Having hi- ^ ^.-l-» 

thcrto kept near each other, left: the Englifh '**^' 
fliould have renewed the attack, this circum- 
ftance proved th'^ firft caufe of their difafters. 
The Ihips were driven violently againft each, 
odier, and thereby many of them were ren* 
dered an eafy prey to the fury of the waves. 
At length they were difperfed. In order to 
enable them to ride out the ftorm, the horfes, 
mulesj ^nd baggage were thrown over-board. 
This precaution was of advantage only to fuch 
of the Ihips as were ftronger, or more fortunate 
than the reft. Some of them^ were dalhed to 
pieces tpn the rocks of Norway, or fuhk in the 
middle of the ocean. Others were thrown 
upon the coafts of Scotland^ and the Weftern 
ifles. And more than thirty were driven by 
another ftorm, which overtook them from the 
weft, on different parts of the coaft of Ireland.. 
Of thefe, fome afterwards reached home in the 
moft fhattered condition, under the vice- 
admiral Recaldoj others were fhipwrecked 
among the rocks and Ihallows j and of thofe^ 
which reached the Ihore, the crews were bar- 
baroufly murdered s from an apprehenfion, it 
yras pretended, that, in a country where there 
were fo many difaffefted catholics, it would 
have been dangerous to fliew mercy to fo great 
^ number of the enemy. The duke dc Medina 

having 
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wreck, and arrived ar Saint Andero in Bifcay 
about the end of Sepiember. 

The calamities of the Spaniards did not end 
with their arrival in Spain, Two of the gal- 
leons which had withftood the ftorm, were ac- 
cidentally fet on fire, and coniumed to afhes 
in the harbour. Great numbers, efpecially of 
the nobility and gentry, accuftomed to a life of 
cafe and pleafure, had died at fea ; and many 
more died afterwards of difeafes occaljoned by 
the hardfhips they had undergone* 

Very different accounts are given by diffe- 
rent hiftorians, of the total lofs fuftained. 
Some affert that it amounted to thirty-two 
fliips, and ten thoufand men i but others, 
without pretending to afcertain the number of 
men, which could not, they fay, be lefs than 
fifteen thoufand, affirm that more than eighty 
Ihips were taken, deftroyed, or loi^^ This dread- 
ful calamity was fenfibly felt all over Spain, and 
there was fcarcely a fingle family of rank in the 
kingdom that did not go into mourning for 
the death of fome near relation 3 infomuch that 

'* As the prcfident DeThoo, who lived at the time of this 
mf^morable event, pretends not to determine to which of 
tbcfe relations the greate (I regard is due, it would be in vaim 
at (his tijnc to atiempt to decide betwixt them. 
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Philip dreading the effeft w,hich this univerfal b o (c 

face of forrow might produce upon the minds * ^A-' 

of the people, imitated the conduft of the Ro- '^^'* 
pnan fenate, after the battle of Cannae, and 
publifhed an edid tQ abridge (he tiiifie pf pubr 
jic mourning '^ 

While the people of Spain were thus overr R^oianffl 
whelmed with affliftion, there was nothing to anradZ* 
be heard in England and the United Provinces *'"^ 
but the voice of feftivity and joy. In Holland 
medals were ftruck in commemoration of the 
Happy event j and in both countries^ days of 
foleipn thankfgiying to Heaven were appointed 
for their deliverance. Elizabeth went for this 
purpofe to St. Paul's cathedral, feated in a tri-. 
ymphal chariot, and furrounded with her mini- 
fters and nobles, amidfl: a great number of 
flags and colours which had been taken from 
the cniemy ; while the citizens were ranged in 
arms on each fide of the ftreets through which 
flie paffed. Nor did the deftriicirlion of the Ar- 
mada give joy only to the Englilh and Puteh. ^ 
All Europe had trembled at the thoughts of its 
fuccefs. For although it can hardly be fupr 
pofed that Philip was fo romantic as to flatter 

^ Meteren, lib. xiv. Grotii Hiftona, lib. u Gampana 
Pecad. vii« lib. i. Perreras ztA Thuanus. 

7 himfelf 
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himfelf with the hopes of attaining univerfal 
monarchy, yet it is not t<5 be iniagined that he 
afpired only at the conqueft of England and 
Holland. He had before this time formed the 
plan, which he afterwards purfued, of fubduing 
France. Nor can it be believed that any thing 
lefs would have fatisficd his ambition, than the 
fubjeftion of every proteftant ftate in Europe, 
and the utter extirpation of the reformed re- 
ligion. 

phiiip*i ' His ambition was, on this QQcafionji fevcrely 
mout beha- mortified. But as he pofleflcd in a high degree 
tlie art of concealing his emotions, he received 
intelligence of the difafter that hful befallen 
him, with an appearance of magnanimity and 
refignation to the will of Heaven, which^ if it 
was notafFefted, deferved the higheft praife. 
He returned thanks to God, that the calamity 
was not greater. He iflued orders to have the 
utmoft care taken of the fick and wounded who 
had furvived the general cataftrophe. And in- 
ftead of forbidding the duke de Medina Sido- 
nia to come to court, as is alleged by fomc 
hiftorians, he wrote to him in the moil ohjliging 
t«rms, expreffing his gratitude for the zeal 
which he had difcoycred in his fervice; and 
obferving, that no man co.uld anfwer for the 
fuccefs of an enterprife, which, like th^t where- 
in 
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in the duke had been engaged, depended on * 00 k 
the winds and waves K 
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Philip's behaviour towards the duke of Par- 
ma on this difficult occafion, contained the 
fame dilplay of juftice that appeared in his let- 
ter to Medina Sidonia. Notwithftanding the 
many proofs which Farnefe had exhibited in 
the fight of all Europe, of indefatigable vigour 
and aftivity, as well as of heroic valour, yet 
the failure of the expedition againft England 
was by fbme afcribed to his negligence in mak- 
ing the neceflary preparations, and by others 
to his exceffive caution or timidity. But Philip 
refufed to liften to thefe groundlefs calumnies. 
He ftill continued to repofe in the duke his 
wonted confidence J and teftified towards hiih 
all that attachment and efteem which his con- 
duct in the Netherlands had deferved. The 
truth is, that as the principal error in conduct- 
ing the expedition had been committed, by 
neglecting the duke of Parma's advice, fo no 
perfon was more deeply interefted in its fuccefs; 
fince, if the Armada had opened a paflage for 
his troops, the whole direction of the enterprile 
would have belonged to him, and the nobleft 
opportunity, to which his ambition could afpire, 
have been given of exerting thofe illuft:riou$ 

. 1 Ferreras, part xv. Strida, lib. r« 

military 
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B: b b k rhaitary tdeiits' which have acquired him fuch 
diftinguilhcd renown. 
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The duke ha!d the greater reafon to enter^ 
tain the hopes of victory, in cafe his army 
could have beeri tranfported to England, as 
Elizabeth had, from her partiality for the earl 
bf Lelcefter, . beftowed the chief command of 
her land-forces on that nobleman, who was fo 
Jittfe entitled, either by his" courage or his abi- 
lities/ to fo great a truft. Her good fortune, 
or rnofe properly the kind providence of 
Heaven,' fo confpicuoufly exercifed in her be- 
hyf,- faved 4ier from* the confequences with 
which this unjuftifiable ftep might have been 
attended; It was perhaps the only imprudent 
rneafure" 6f which, at this difficult crifis, ihe 
cah be juftly accufed ; and fhe fully atoned for 
it by the wifdom, vigour, and fortitude which 
Ihe d'ifplayed in every other part of her con- 
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■C*LIZABETH's fituation now was ex- STt^tiondr 
■■^ tremely different from what it had ever 
been lince her acceflion to the throne. Having 
been delivered fome time before the prefent 
period from the queen of Scots,' who had long 
been a principal caufe of her inquietude ; 
Ihe had found the art of appeafing the refent- 
ment^^and evSBTof conciliating the favour, of 
the fon of that unfortunate princefs. She had 
united her catholic and proteftant fubjefts in 
her defence, and had triumphed over her im- * 
placable enemy the king of Spain. She had 
not the fame reaibn as formerly to dread the 
power of that monarch, which he had exerted 
in vain for her deftruftion, and ftie had very 
little reafon to apprehend that he would foon 
renew his attempt to invade her dominions- 
To prevent this> by furnilhing him with em- 
ployment elfcwherc, had been long her princi- 
pal motive for taking fuch deep concern in the 
affairs of the Netherlands. This motive did 
not fubfift in the fame degree of force as for- 
merly, yet Ihe refolvcd to adhere faithfully to 
lier engagenrients with the States, and ftill to 
affift and fupport them. Aftet LeiG«efter's re- 

Agnation, 
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*xx^ ^ fignation, flie had conferred the command pf 
V — ^ — t her troops in the Netherlands upon lord Wil- 
torVwii- loughby, 'fubjefting this nobleman, however, 
kufthby. ^^ ^j^g authority of the States, and leaving' the 
command in chief to prince Maurice, to whom 
the States themfelves had lately comiTiittedlt. 

Prince . It was HOt gratitude alone, or a reipeft for 
*"'**** the rpemqry of the late prince of Orange, that 
determined the confederated provinces to re- 
pofe fo great a truft at this perilous conjunfture 
in his fon,- who was at this time only in ^ the 
twenty-firft year of his age. Maurice had, 
from his earlieft youth, given proof of fuperi- 
qur.prpdcnce and capacity; and his condudb, 
afterwards fulfilled the moft fanguine expef^la- 
tions of his countrymen. With much lef? mo- 
deration andXelf-command, and lefs too. of the 
art of governing the minds of men, which ^. 
WillUm .poffefled in fo eminent a degree, Rlau- 
rice was fuperior to his father in military j<c- 
complilhmcnts, and of thqfe the confederacy 
ftood more in need at -the prefent period,^ thaa 
of j:>olitical abilities. ■ : ^ 

, Maurjce bad no opportunity of exercifing 
his talents for war, from the time.of Lciceft^r's 
departure till the fate of the Spanilh Armada 
was decided; A great number of his beft 
troops ^had been put on board the fleet com- 

:- "manded 
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nianded by Juftin de Naflau ; all the garrifons 
of the maritime towns had been augmented, 
left the Spaniards iho\dd have attempted to 
make a defcent; and there was no body of 
forces left, fufficient to enable him to take 
advantage of the duke of Parma's inaftivity^ 
by undertaking any military entei^rize. 

The firil: opportunity of action was. afforded Thedokeof 
him by a refolution which the duke formed, TuwltUiV 
as foon as he perceived there was no longer l^^.^^ 
any prolped of invading England, to befiege ^»«"« 
the town of Bergen-op-Zoom. This town, as 
its name imports, is fituated on the river 
Zoom, at a little diftance from the place where 
that river falls into the Scheldj and by this 
laft: river the territory of Bergen, is feparated 
from the ifle of Tolen. Farnefe thinking* it 
neceflary towards the fuccefs of his intended 
tnterprize, to be mafter of this ifland, fent 
count Charles of Manfveldt with a body of 
eight hundred foot to take pofleflion of it ; and 
in order to conceal his defign, he ordered them 
to make a feipt of marching towards Heufden. 
This artifice however had not the defired fuc- 
qefs. Maurice had taken care to have both 
Bergen and Tolen properly furniftied with ' 
troops for their defence^ 

At low water it is practicable topafsover 

to Tolen upon foot, and ii\ this way count 

Vox,. III. L Manfvel4t 
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Manfveldt endeavoured to approach \U But 
the governor, count Solnicsi was^ fo iwU pre-^ 
pared to receive him, that ManCveldt w» 
{pan Qbliged to abandon his attempt, and in 
his retreat he loft about four hundred men. In 
the mea^ time the duke of Parma had advanced 
with his army, and invefted the town on the 
land fide, without having met with any confi- 
derable oppofition. But the befieged beheld 
^ his operations with great indifference j their 
communication with Holland and Zealand was 
ftill as free and open as before. In order to 
intercept it, they knew that the enemy muft 
firft reduce two ftrong forts which ftood be- 
tween the town and the Scheld, and this they 
trufted could not be accompliflied before the 
oaobcr. approach of winter^ 



Heitdc^ 
ceived by 
two Britiih 



The duke immediately began his opera- 
tions with an attack upon one of thefe forts j 
but before he had made any confidcrable pro- 
grefs, he conceived hopes of acquiring poflef- 
fion of it in a way much more eafy and expedi- 
tious than by open fbrcCr Two foldicrs be- 
longing to the garrifon, whom foiyie hiftorians 
call Scots, and others Englifh, having gone 
oyer to Farncfe, offered to deliver the fort tc^ 
him, on condition of his. granting them a fuit-^ 
able reward for fo great a lervice. Farnefe 
lent.a.willing.car. to their propofal, wd gave 
... ,. them 



diem the thoft flattering promifesj but as h^ 
AUi fulpe<fted them of infinccrity, he made 
them confirai what they had told him by an *^ 
oath^ and required that they 0iould be carried 
bound in the midft of the foldiers whom he 
intended to employ in executing the plan which 
they had fuggcfted. To this^ as woH as to the 
oath reqmred from them, they readily agreed.. 
The duke could no longer remain diftroftfu^ 
and ordered De Lcvya, one <rf his braveft ofi- 
ficers, to be ready immediately after fun-fet, 
with three thoiifand infantry, to advance to- 
wards the fort» De Levya fet out at rfie tSme 
appc^ted, and arrived at the gate when it was 
beginning tagrow dark. Upon a fignal given 
by the two Britifti foldiers die port was opened^ 
but no foowr had about fifty Spaniards enters 
ed, than the portcullis was let di^wn, and all 
the reft excluded. Thofe who had entered 
perceived the treachery of their guides^ but be-^ 
ifig more folicitdus tofave their own lives than 
to take vengeance on the trait(n^« theydulFer^d 
them to efcape, and the Spaniards thcinfclves 
were ittftantly furrounded by the garrifon, ancj 
either put to the Iword or tak^'pfifoners, 
''"•.'{• ' • " ■ . 

' Op -tho^ who were withis^ut, only fuch a» 
were near the gate were acquainted tvith vfliSfi 
had happened, while the reft who were igno- 
rant of it ftillprefling forward, made it iiripof- 
L 2 4bl« 
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'w*^ fiblcforthc forcmoft to retire* Thcfe men, 
^■ ' - v' V '^ rendered de^cratc by their perilous fituation, 
"***** attempted to fcale the ramparts, but they were 
foon rcpulfed by the garrifon, who were every 
where upon their guard. The guns of the fort 
began to play upon them. The darknefs of the 
night increafed their confufion, and they fell 
into an ambulh ' which the garrifon had pre- 
paired. A great number was icilled, arid ma* 
ny were fwallowed up in the mud and water 
with whi'Ch the fort was furrounded. 

The duke : AFTin'this mtsfortufie thfe ddkt of Parma 
his attempt defpaired of ftcceeding in hisenterprife. Heavy 
**"• rains ha^ lately fillen, his troops began to 
grow fickly;ilftd^r the country round, whicH 
was naturally Wet, was become almoft inaccef- 
fible to bis c6nv6ys of provifion?/ Determin- 
ed -by tbefe confiderations, he raifed the fiegc 
before the middle of November, after fortify- 
ing fame* paffits in the neighbourhood of the 
place, to reftrain the excupfions of the gar- 
rifon "• 

. rj!0 foonerifvadhc drawn off hi& troops- from 
Bergen, than having put the Italians and Spa- 
^ian^.into winter-^quarters, he lent the Ger- 
mans widier.count Peter ErneK de Manfveldt 

^ Grotius Hifl. likL Beativoglio, and Meteren^anno 

1588; . .' • J. "' ' *• 
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to lay ficgc to Wachtcndonck, in Upper Guel- ^ ^^^ * 
dcrland> a fmall place, but ftrongly fortified, v- -y--^ 
and fituated in the midft of a marfliy foiL Far- ' '^*** 
ncfewasj notwithftanding thefc circumftances, 
dcterrnined to employ his troops in reducing 
it, by loud complaints which were made to him 
of the continual depredations of the garrifon. ' 
This garrifon confided of troops formed *by the 
celebrated Schenck, whofe bravery would h4ve 
baffled the utmoft efibrts of count Manfveldt, 
had it not been for a circumftance which intitles 
the liege of this little town to a place in hif- 
tory. ; It was in this fiege that bombs, the late JJ**^"*"" 
invention of an inhabitant in Venlo, were firft ^o"-^*- 
employed. To fave the town from deftruc- 
tion, the citizens prevailed on the garrifon to 
confent to a furrender, but not till they had ' 
faUied out and killed a great number of the 
enemy ; many of whom likewife pcriflied by 
the inclemency of the feafon, and the humi^ 
dity of the air and foil. 

In confequence of the lofs of men fuftaincd An««;y«^ 

the ^K€ off 

at fills fiege and that of Bergen, the duke of ?«»*• 
PantMi found his army exceedingly diminifhed. * 
This'donfideration alone muft have been a fen* ' 
fibtejiibrtification to a general of fo great ac« ' 
tivity and enterprize, but he was more deeply ' 
mortified at the difficulty which he found in 
fupporting the forces that ftill remaioed under 
L 5 his 
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BOOK his command, They had begun to murmur 
^— >r^ on account of thp arrears which were due! tq 
'^^ them^ and he dread(?d the lofs of that authori- 
ty over thepi which he had hitherto jnaintained. 
He had earneftly folicited remittances from the 
court of Spain, ^nd had reprefented the fatal 
confequences which muft attend- the irregular 
payment of his troops. But his requefts had 
not for Ibme time paft been Uftened to as for-r 
nierly^j and fome of the bills which he drew had 
been returned unpaid, This was owing partly 
to the low ftate of Philip's finances^ which^^ 
great as his refource? werci had been overbur-r 
dcned by the enormous expencc in which his 
late amiament had involvecl him 5 and partly 
^o the malignity and envy of the Spanish mini-: 
fters^ The duke could not conceal his char- 
grin^ which was augmented by the decline of 
his health:^ and the fymptopis of ^ dropfy, which 
fonrie ypars afterwards put a period to his life °, 

Gertfuden. In this fituation he received great fetisfac^r 
ed to th"^" tion frqm an event, which, was one of the conr 
Spamudf. fequcnccs of the intrigues of the ^arj of J*.eicefT 
ter. The garrifons of f^veral towns had, 
tlu'Qugh the influence pf that nobieman*s parti- 
zans, or from the deficiencies in their pay. ocr 
f afionfd j>y hi^ paifcondyft, fhewn great con- 
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tempt for the authority of the States and prince ^ ^3^ ^ 
Maurice ; but they had all been brought back ^ — ^r-^ 
to their duty, except the garrifon of St. Gertru- 
dcnberg, which confifted of one thoufand five 
hundred foot and threfe hundred horfe, pardy 
Dutch and partly Englifli. This garrifon hav- 
ing indulged thcmfelves in greater exceiles 
than any other, were confciousof fuch a degree 
of guilt as they thought could not eafily be for- 
given : they were therefore ftill as refradtory 
and feditious as ever^ maintaining openly, that 
they, were accountable to none hut the queen of 
England; and feizing upon fliips, and carry- 
ing oflF plunder from tlie friends as well as the 
enemies of the confederacy. The States, appre- 
henfivc of their delivering the town to the^ne- 
my, applied every foothing expedient to pre- 
vent them. Th^y offered them a full pardon 
of their offences, got lord Willoughby to in- 
tcrpofe his influence, and made immediate 
payment of a great proportion of their arrears ; 
but all endeavours were inefFeftual, In the - 
mean time Lanzavecchia, the governor . of 
Breda, being well informed of their temper 
and difpofition, employed fecret agents to con- 
firm them in their leditious purpofes, holding 
forth to them the rewards which they might; 
hope for from the duke of Parrna, .while there 
was nothing to be expefted from the queen of 
England or the States, but cither an i^nomini- 
L 4 ous 
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^ xxf^ ou§ punilhmcnt, cf, perpe^al diffidence an^ 
j L-^ v iii^ contempt;. , TJiey hefztated for fome tipne^ but 
'^. ^* wHen an offer w^ made to them in the name 
of the duke of Parma, of full payment of their 
arrears, b^pdfs a fum ^f ipQA^y eqtial to five 
years pay, thfy were unabje to refift the allure- 
jiientj they.agrecfl tQ giye up the town on. the 
terms propofed, and begafivto prepare for the 
execution, of their ^^dgfiy by difarming the 
inhabitants. Upon recpiving intelligence of 
this infamous tranfaclion, prince Maurice fet 
out by fca with a body, of troops, in ordpr: to 
reduce the garrifon by force of arms. . Siut be^ 
fore he had tintfe to mj^ke any pfogrefs in the 
fiege, haying been infgrrped that thp duke of 
Parma was upon hi? march to oppofe J^iin,>yjl5h 
a fuperior army, he thought it prudent, to r«T 
tire. The duke foon afterwards entered . the 
town, and having fulfilled his engagements %0 
the garrifon, he bellowed the government. up-* 
oft Larizavecchia, as a reward for the fefvicc 
he ha4 performed. Gerti-udenberg w^, the 
fir A town in' Holland which the Spaiy^rds ,^j^4 - 
afqui'reci fince their expulfipn from that^prp-* . 
vlhce about twelve year's bejfbrei and.jtjg^yc ' 
Parnefe, on that account, the nnoft fcnfibje joy 
itnd fatisft(fliop, The States on the othej|^j|j^a^rid 
j^xweffed^'theiV indignanon'againft traitorX* 
by profcrrlbi^^ fhem ; inS it ought not to b? 
fofgottefj^.that through various accidents almoft 
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ftli^>f them fell into the hands of die confede- ' ° ** * 
rates, and had the fentence of profcription ex- ^ v ^ 
ccuted upon them with the utmoft rigour* '***• 

FftOM 6ertrudefiberg the Spanifli 'army was 
fent under Count Charles of Manfveldt, to re* 
diietf the tdwns of Heuf^en and Romeffval, and 
die fwrof LoUvefteihi but all their attempt^ 
on thefe places were baffled by the aftivity and 
vigour' of prince Mauride and count Hohenloe. 

'T«fi duke of Parma .returned to BrufTels, TheMt^a 
and- h0t long afterwards he fet out for Germa- s^.!"*^ 
riy^ to drink the waters at Spa, although it 
was "feelieved he would not have gone at this Maj. 
fesfeli; which was the moft proper for all mili- 
taff 6peratidns, if his army had been in a con- 
dition- to enter up6n any enterprize worthy of ^ 
his fiSrmer fame <>. During his abfence, prince 
Matiride was barely able to prevent cotant 
MaiirJvtfldt from making any new acquifition. 
The fferces 6f thefe two generals were nearly 
equal ; neither party was inclined to rifk an 
engk^efnent, and no rencounter paffed between 
tIfeWthat dcferves to be recorded. 

^6tkt important lervices were in the mean AteWefe. 

* iDcnts of 

jtiflte performed by the indefatigable Schenck Scjien^ 
^ Grotiua, p. 132, 
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» xx^ ^ ^^ *^ interior pmviiiccs. Havring fome time 
V— ^r-^ before the preient period, prpppfed to the States 
'*^^' to build a fort upon the Rhine,, at thd pUce 
where that river divides itfelf into two branches, 
and forms the iflc of Bfetui»:e % the States ap- 
proved highly of his propofal, ^d f\>railhcd 
him with every thing ncceflary for carrying it 
into execution. He finilbcd it wifh- great dif- 
patch, and having fixed there his head*qiiarters^ 
he over-ran all the country round, and fei^d 
every favourable opportunity of annoying the 
ccBcmy. He took the city of Bonnt^, upon the 
Rhine, by furprife in the night. Having been 
informed that a body of troops were upon their 
march to reinforce Verdugo, the governor of 
Groningen, and were efcorting a fum of mcme^ 
to that place for the payment of the garrifoni 
he chofe his ground with fo much Ikill, and at- 
tacked them with fuch impetuofity and" ar- 
dour, that he routed them, and got poflefiion 
of the money without the lofs of a Angle man. 
But there was nothing on which he was fo in-* 
tent as the recovery o( Nimeguen, which (pme 
years before he himfeif had conquered fqr the 
Spaniards. Nim^guen ftands on th^ banks of 
the Waal, at the diftance of only a few hours 
fail from the fort which.Schenck had conftruft^ 
edf . Raving, embarked his troops^ he f?t out 

F CaUe4 ancicntty Batavia* 
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rtrtth swi intention ta reach tiie tonnv about the ■ tSL^" 
miodle of the night, Through fome acddbitor? a^ ■<; i^* 
miftake he did not arrive till the morning, when- '^ 
he happened, unfortunately to land, at a hcHife. 
where a number of perfons were alibmbled £ot' 
the celebration of a wedding. By theft per- 
fohs the alarm was inftantly given to the reft- 
of the inhabitants^ who were well acquainted^ 
with', the enmity with which Schenck had fcir 
fome time paft been animated- againffi them, 
?nd' knew that an univerfal pillage would be 
the confcquence of his fucceft^ They rin to' 
arms from every quarter, made a furious attack 
upon his men, and, notwithftanding the moft 
intrepid refiftance, drove them towards thfeir 
bokts in great oonfufion, Schenck ertdeavoured- 
%o rally them, but in vain. The town's peo|^Ie 
purfiicd, and flew many of them while they 
were attempting to efcape, Schenck hlmfelif oeatt ^ 
was' wounded, and immediately afterwards- his ^" ''• ""^ 
bodt was pverfet, and he, and all on board, 
were drowned. Such was the fate of this brave 
man at the age of forty, by whom, ever fincc 
his revolt, the Spaniards had been fiibjeftcd' w 
perpetual apprehenfipns and alarms ''. 

No other material trahfaftion occurre;.d dur- f 
iqg this campaign but the flege of Rhmberg, 

1 ]Jentivoglip, p. 334. 

which 
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• xxi ^ ^^^^^ ^^s undcrtafoeri at the carneft defirc'of 
1^ ^ ' / the deftor of Cologn, and the charge of it 
'*'*•• committed by the duke of Parma to the mar- 
qilis of Varambon. Colonel Vere, in Englifh 
officer of high reputation, was fcnt by the 
States to the relief of the befieged, and be- 
tween him and Varambon a bloody battle was 
fought, in which the Englifli commander gain- 
ed a complete viftory. After this he entered 
the town, and fortified it To ftrongly, as en- * 
abled the inhabitants for fome time longer to 
pjreferve their liberty aitd independence. 

TiM^akeof Ix.was now the end of autumn, and the^diilcb ' 
toV^from of Parma was returned from Spa. Sbbh aiftcr ' 
^'^ his return, his apprehenlions with regard to the. ' 

confequences of the irregular payment of his - 
troops, were verified. by the mutiny of it S|)'^- ' 
nilh rcfgiment which lay in garrifon at Cour- ' 
tray. From complaints the foldiers proceeded 
tp threats j and at- laft openly refufed to obey ' 
his commands^ With the utmoft difficulty he ' 
raifed aumey fuflScicnt to appeafe them. \$lit^ 
as this was the fitrft fedition which had happened "^ 
fincc the commencement of his gorvernmeVit,~ 
he was the more fcnfibly afflifted by it, and 
dreaded, that the example rwhich it afforded, 
would foon hf followed by the garrifons iii • 
other towns. ' 

ThI3 
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This event happened about the 'end of the ■ Jw * 
year one thoufand five hundred and eighty- ^ s, * ^ 
nine 5 and in the naonth of February ifprnedi? Tbcfwprift 
ately following, another misfortune happened> ^^'•^•* 
which convinced the duke, that prince Mauric/p 
was an antagonift of a charader extremely^difr 
fcrent fron) that of any other with whom jbc 
had hitherto contended. ^ , This was tlie lofs of 
the important city of Bred^, of which. Maurice 
got pofleflipn by a Angular ftratagem> fu^eft^ 
ed to him by the mafter of a boat, . caUed Adrian 
Vandenberg, who had fometimes fupplied thd 
town and garrifbn with turf for firing. When 
Lanzavecchia, the governor, was at Breda, alS 
ye0e)s which came there were carefuHy cxamifi-' 
cd i, . but the duke of Parma, having tewnrdc^ 
diis crafty Italian, for the part which he ^dod 
in corrupting the garrifon of St. Gcrtrydenbeiigp 
with thj^ government of that town^ ftill SuStfed 
him to retain that of Breda* Lanzavecchia^^ 
found it neceflary to be oftea abfent frona t;he. 
latter of thefe places ; and, during his aj^nce^ 
ufually committed, the charge rf it to hiai fon* 
VandcAbcrg havingjohferv^dtkat on thefe ot- 
eaftoqs there was commonly great negligence 
in iearching his boat, founded upon this w* 
curqiflka^cc^his plan for taking the citadel by 
furprife. It was communicate to prince Mau*^ 
rice, who readily embraced it, and imfnedfate*^ ^ 
ly applied himfelf to put it in execution. The 

boat 
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*jtit?* bctot into >Io^6d in appearonoe with «apf, as 
<L« V * ■ # Hfoal ^ but die :tf»f was fupported bf a floor 
; *^ ctf^fplaiiks dfixed at the^fliftance of fevc^al feet 
from the bottotn j and under tkis floor feventy 
&ie(%'foidi6r8^dre'placi^d^ under the <:oAimand 
rfChaflfcs Haraugoer*, an officer of diftin^ 
guiihed valour and capaoitjr. They ^haS %ut a 
lew Hliles to tail ; yet, -through uftcxpe6ted ac- 
ddents> feveral >dayB ptfflbd before they could 
reacb Sroda. tThe wind turned i^nft fhenij 
the nodting ice retarded their courfr^ and the 
boat having ftruck xipon a barikj was fo Much 
datiiagedy that the tfbidiers were for fonne thne 
tp to the knees in water* their provifions 
weve iimclSt ipent, and one of their numbfer was 
feised with a vkdeat cough, wkidh, ifkoonti^ 
Jiued^ they Ibi^iaw would certainly occafion a 
difcovery* This man had the generofiiy to ofi^er 
iBiem his iword, and to 'intreat them to kill 
hiixu They as generoufly declined it^ and be^ 
mg vdblved to run ail riiks, rather than em* 
l^ruc Itheir hands in Jibe Uood of their compa* 
man, they flill perfifted in thetr defigii« Hap- 
pBy iteir yircue was rewarded : the foldier't 
Gp«^h left him, and even the leak in their 
it^l mis ftopt by ik>me accidental c^ufe. 

' iii prder to fecure the abfence of Lanzavec- 
chia^ whofe vigilance there was much, ground 

• A nmWt ofCzmhnj. 

to 
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to dm4s {>rioce IMbtiricc had mtde a ficiot of ^ oo k. 

maixhi^ againft Gertrudeabeitg^ s^ui this ar-» v ^ *^ 
tificc produced the defired cflfedL Lanza- '*>**• 
yeccbia was abf^nt from Breda when the boat 
arriv^d« It was admittied within the fortifica- 
tions of the cafUe^ and the k^roh was made 
in the nwft fuperficial manner* 

No*^wiTHSTANDSKG this> thevt was ftill the 
y^oft 4anger of a difcoyery, and it would cer- 
tainly have beei> made, had not Yanderberg 
foSkfkd an extraordinary Ihare of addrels axul 
ajTrt^ which He excrttd.on this occa&on. There 
being.afcarcity of fuel in the .cpibfe, the turf 
was immediately purchafed ; the foldiers of 
the ^rrifon w<;rc fet to work in carrying it 
afhoce, and {6 ^eat a number of hands were 
emplojEed, that they would foon have uncover- 
ed the planks, and thereby have detected the 
plot, had not Vandenbcrg, pretending to be 
fadgued with labour and watching, and unable 
to afilft the foldiers any longer in unloading, 
firft amufed them with difcourie, and then in- 
vited 4»hem to join him in drinking fome wine 
which be had provided. His ofSer was readily 
accepted. The night came on, and the Spa^ 
nifh fisldiers were all either afleep or drunk« 
Vandcnberg then fet out, in order to give no- 
tice or his fuccefs to prince Maurice and count 
Hohenloe, who, according to agreement, had 
' S in 
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* Sx^^ in great filence brought forward a body of 
w— s/---i forces within a litdc diftancc of the town, 

Abovt the middle of the night, Haratig^er 
liTued forth frdm his retreat ; and having di- 
vided his band into two bodies, he attacked, 
at the fame timej both the guards which were 
placed at the gate towards the country, and 
chofe which were ftationed at another gate, 
which led from the citadel to the town, and 
meeting with litde refiftance, he fecured pof- 
feifion of the. gates. Young Lanzavecchia rulh- 
cd but againft him with between thirty and 
forty of the garrifon ; but thcfe men were not 
able to withftand the determined and defperate 
valour of the aflailants. They were all cither 
put to the fword or difperfed, and Lanzavec^ 
chia himfelf was wounded and taken prifonen 

TjiE alarm was foon communicated to the 
town, in which there was a riuroerous garri- 
fon, confifting of five companies of Italian foot, 
and one of horfe. The citizens offered to co- 
operate with the garrifon in defending the for- 
tifications,, till the duke of Parma ihould come 
to their reliefs but this cowardly garrifon, be- 
ing ftruck with an univerfal panic, and having* 
no commander in chief to direft their opera- 
, tions, fuddehly forfook the town. In the 
oiean time prince Maurice arrived in the cita- 
del^ 
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KJel^'liftd the inhabitants, having now no gar- b q o k 
rifon'Wj ^'pport thcm,fent atruhripet with an '^ — i^^ 
bfFerto furrender, on condition that they ihould 
ndt^^bc '^plundered. And to this prince Maurice 
readily agreed ; but required that they Ihould 
pay him ninety thoufand florins to be diftribu'ted 
among his troops. 

Mavrick received the greater fatisfaAion 
from, this acquifitioii, which had been attended 
with the lofs of only one man, as Brpda had 
becsn for many yeafs the hereditary property of 
hisf family ; and for the fame reafon the citizens 
wetd fefs reluftant in fubmitting to his au- 
thority. He appointed the brave Harauguer 
.to be governbr of the towni and liberally re- 
warded Vandenberg, and all the other failors 
and foldiers, in proportion to their merit. 

The duke of Parma, on the other hand, 
was. extremely mortified with what had hap- 
pened, and highly incenfed againft his coun- 
trymeii the Italians, who had ib bafely defert- 
ed the town committed to their care. He or- 
dered die officers to be arretted, and afterwards 
comrpanded all of tliem to be executed, agree- 
ably to < the fentence of a court»-martial, ex- 
cept one, whom he pardoned in confidcration 
of his youth'. • 

'. ^ Grotius* Bti^tiVdgRo. ' 

Voi-.|IL M Old 
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BOOK Old Lanzavccchia's imprudence in cotn- 
t-p-^rw mitting fo important a charge to fo young a 
'^•^ man as his fon, was already fevcrely punifhed 
by his fon's imprifonment) and the lots of the 
government of Breda. He ptiniihed himfelf 
ftill farther, by refigning his government erf* 
Gertrudenberg. Such were the bitter fruits of 
that corruption for which this man had been fo 
lately rewarded. According to the principles 
which warriors and politicians are ready to 
adopt, his condu<9; deferved the reward which 
was bcftowed upon it > but to the friends of 
virtue it will give fatisfaftion to obferve, that, 
in the courfe of providence, punifliment is in- 
flicted fometimcs not upon the treacherous 
alone, but on thofe too by whom they ar^^ 
prompted, or encouraged in their treachery. 

Meanwhile Farnefe refolving to recover 
the town, if poflible, before prince Maurice 
fhould have time to fecure it, fent count Manf- 
veldt againft it with a part of the army. But 
Maurice had no fooner acquired pofleflion of 
the place, than he furnifhed it with provifiions 
fufficient for manv months, and ftationed a gar- 
rifon in it confifting of one thoufand two hun- 
dred foot and four hundred horfe. Manfveldt 
did not therefore think it expedient to lay im- 
mediate fiege to Breda; but in Order to cut 
off the communicati©a of the garrifon with 
-V 4 . iloyand. 
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Holkndi be attempted to reduce a ftrong foit * ^xi^ 
in the mouth of the river Mark, which com-t '^ — v-— * 
manded the navigation of that river. From *'•** 
this attempt however he was obliged to dcRft, 
ifter having loft between fix and fevcn hundred 
men. He then built another fort at the mouth 
ciftherivcr> 2uid beg;an to make preparations 
for befieging the town itfelf* In order to di** 
vert liim from the profecution of his defign, 
prince Maurice niarched with a body of about 
five thoufknd men towards Nimeguen> refolving 
to befiege that town in cafe Manlveldt did not 
rclinquifh his prefent efiterprizCi 

Farnese, fenfible of the great importance of 
Nimeguen, fent orders to count Manfveldt to 
lead his army thither without delay. Maurice 
perceived then that it was imprafticable for him 
to attempt the fiege with' any probability of 
fuccefs, and encamped his troops in the Betuwe, 
on the north fide of the Waal, oppofite to Ni- 
meguen^ Having fortified the banks of the 
river, to prevent count Manfveldt from tranf- 
porting his forces, he built, in fight of the 
enemy, a ftrong fort, afterwards called by the 
name of Knotzenburg, direftly oppofite to thi& , 

town J by which he not only deprived Nimc- 
guen of all the advantages which it had hi- 
therto derived from its fituation i but, as thft 
caa^oir of this fort could reach the town, the 
M % inhabitants 
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BOOK inhabitants were expofed to continual danger* 
I, ^ * / After having finiftied this important work, he 
^^^* dug a navigable canal acrofs the Betuwe, from 
the Rhine to the Waal. This wife "expedient 
rendered the navigation of the confederates in 
thofe parts fecure, by making it unneceffary for 
their fhips to pafs by Nimcguen 5 and it was of 
great advantage to all the country round, by 
leffening the violence of the 'inundations to 
which that part of the Netherlands is fomc- 
times liable. The States of Guelderland^ and 
Overyflel had a juft fenfe of the benefits which 
they derived from his operations, and they tef- 
tified their gratitude by eleding him governor 
of thefc two provinces. 
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BOOK XXII. 

PARTI. 

FROM the capacity and vigour which book 
Maurice had already difplayed, Philip ^^ "* ^ 
might have perceived that he fhould probably 15J0. 
find full employment in the Netherlands for all f wnce/ 
the forces which, in the prefent ftate of his fir: 
Ranees, he was able to fupport. And confi- 
dering the unfortunate iflue of his entcrp^ize 
againft Elizabeth, and how much the reputa- 
tion of his arrns and counfels had fufFered from 
his long unfuccefsful ftruggle with the inhabi- 
tants of the United Provinces, it might have 
been expe6l?d that he would have feen the ab- . 
M 3 furdity 
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B o o K . furdity of that prepoftcrous ambition which 
Ci^^*^ had led him to undertake new conquefts before 
'^'^* hc^had reduced his own dominions under obc- * 
dience. It does not appear that he^vcf feri- 
oufly entertained the thoughts of renewing his 
attempt againft England; but having never 
relinquifhed his deligns on France, he had 
maintained his connexions with the heads of 
the catholic league ; and notwitkftanding the 
difficulty which he foiAid in paying his army in 
Flanders, he had from tiaie to time fupplied 
them with confiderable fums of money. 

The e»tho. These faftious leaders had now more occa- 
fion than ever for his affiftance. After the. 
treaty mentioned above,- which Philip con- 
cluded with the duke of Guife. at Joinville in 
the yea^ one thoufand five hundred and eighty- 
five, the flames of war between the catholics 
and proteftants had been kindled afrelh from 
pne end of the kingdom to the other. Henry, 
well acquainted with the fecret intentions of 
Guife and his partizans, which were no lefs 
hoftile to himfelf than to the Calvinifts, would 
gladly have employed all his power for their 
deftruAion i but he foon perceived that he was 
unable to contend openly with fo great a force ^ 
as they had provided againft him, and there- 
fore difguiiing his referitment for the aflFront 
offered to his authority, he rcfolved to accede 

to 
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to the kague> in hopes of acquiring the direc- * xxn^ 
tion of it, by declaring himfclf its head and >■ » v - ^ 
protefbor. In confequence of this refolution^ 
great preparations were made for profccimng 
the war againft the Calvinifts, and three diffe-^ 
rent armies were raifed. One of thefe Henry 
commanded in perfon ; another was fent under 
the duke de Joyeufe againft the king of Na- 
varre I and the third was led by the duke of 
Guife, to dppofe a numerous army of Germans, 
who were upon their march to the afliftance of 
the Hugonots* Joyeufe loft both his army and 
his life in the battle of Coutras ; but the duke 
of Guife, who made up for the fmall number of 
his troops by his fupefior conduft and intre- 
pidity, proved viftorious over the Germans, 
and thereby acquired an incrcafe of popularity 
and fame, which gave him uncontrollable in- 
fluence over almoft all the catholics in the 
kingdom. Elated with his fuccefs, and coh-f 
fcious of his power, this ambitious leader could 
no longer delay the execution of his defigns s 
but refolved, after depofing the king, and con- 
fining him to a cloifter, to place the infifm and 
aged cardinal of Bourbon upon the throiie; 
hoping to engrofs the whole -adminiftration, and 
to fecure the fucceffion to hinifelf, in the event 
of the Cardinal's demife. Henry beheld with 
much dread the precipice on which he ftood 5 
and ii> order to avpid it, had recourfe to that 
yi 4, • deteftabis. 
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detejftable expedient, of which, in his youth, he 
had fhewn his approbation, in the maffacre of' 
St.. Bartholomew, by commanding both the 
duke of Guife, and his. brother the cardinal, 
tQ be. affaffinated. 

This murder, which even Henry pretended 
to juftify only by the plea of neceffity, did not 
produce the effeft which he expefted. Inftead 
of intimidating Jiis enemies, it ferved to in- 
flame their minds with wrath and indignation. 
In Paris, where the fpirit of thf . league had 
long raged with the utmoft fury, the people 
broke. his ftatues to pieces, the ecclefiaftics de-. 
claimed againft him in the bjtttereft and moft 
abufive terms^ and the Sorbonne declared h^irq 
to have forfeited the crown. His fubjefts 
almoft. every where rofe up in arms againft 
him, and the dyk^ of Mayenne, brother of the 
Guifes,, a prince of extraordinary prudence and 
capacity, was chofen comm^der in chief in his 
brother's room. 

In this fituat;ion Henry had qo refource left 
but in the king of Navarre, whom he had de- 
ceived and perfecuted. But this generous and 
heroic prince readily forgot the injuries he had 
received from him, and made hafte to march 
with a numerous army to his afliflance, Thus 
powerfully fupportecj, Henry became an^ overr 

match 
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match for his enemies ; and he yroold foon have » <> o k 
compelled the city of Paris to furrendcr, when v_^^-l-» 
a perio4 was put to his life by a fanatic monk, *^'®* 
who being feduced by his fuperiors, burned 
with the defire of meriting Heaven, by em- 
bruing his hands in the blood of his lawful 
prince. Such was the unfortunate end of 
Henry III. the laft of the race of Valois, which 
had reigned over France for almofl: thrc0 hun- 
dred years. 

The king .of Navarre, the undoubted heir Acceflionof 
of the crown, and whom thedeccafed monarch ^^"'^ *^* 
had nominated his fucceflbr, was immediately 
proclaimed king in the camp, by the name of 
Henry IV. a name which will be for ever re- 
fpefted, not by the French nation alone, buf 
by every friend of mankind and of virtue* 
Brought up in the hardeft fchool of adverlityi 
patient, frugal, and laborious ; brave and wife ; 
fincere, humane, and generous 5 of the ftrideft 
integrity, and the moft untainted honour 1 
he had long commanded the admiration of hiii 
enemies, as well as of the impartial world. 
Never did any prince fucceed to a throne, 
adorned With more fplendid, more fubftantial, 
or more amiable ^ccompUihments j yet fo fierce 
was the fpirit of religious bigotry with which 
his fubjefts were inflamed 5 fo great their ab- 
horrence of Galvinifm 3 and fuch their dread, 

that 
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3 o o K that Httnry who was himfdf a Calvinifl^ al- 
*_ ^ *^ though the moft moderate of his fcft^ would^ 
»5f«' iu imitation of the queen of England, over-* 
turn the popilh religion, that many of the ca^ 
tholics inftantly forfoofc his camp ; new would 
any of them have been perfuadcd to remam with 
him, had he not given them ground to enter- 
tain hopes of his conyei£on» 

^ In Paris he had a numerous party who would 
willingly have recognifed his right, in cafe he 
would have agreed to embrace the pogifh faith« 
There were others who, under the pretence of 
religion, had no other end in view but to fecure 
and perpetuate that unbounded licence which 
they had long enjbyed^ of perpetrating the moft 
atrocious crimes ; and there were many, who 
Jiaving been gained over by Spanilh influence, 
had, in concert with Mendoza the Spanifix am- 
baflador, and Cajetan, the pope's legate, a 
partizan of Spain, formed the defign of con- 
ferring the crown, either on Philip himfelf^ or 
his daughter Ifabella *. 

Thb duke of Mayenne, who had ado|)ted 
his brother's plan in all i«s branches, hoped to 
make thefe parties fiibfervient to his own elo- 

vadon to the throne. This defign^ however, 

• ' i. 
• Graad-dvigliter of Hfory II» 
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he concicaled wkh care j and that he might havi* b o o it 
l^ifurc to prepare the means of putting it in c^-s.-^ 
execution^ he prevailed, on a great majbrity to/ *^'**' 
concur in, electing die cardinal of Bourbon 
king i to which meafurc likewifc, Philip, ac- 
tuated by a fimilar intention, gave his confeiit. 

Henry in the mean time finding himfelf 
unable, from the great defcrtion of his forces, 
to maintain his prcfeht fituation before Paris, 
itrired into Normandy, to wait there; till fuc- 
purs, which he expeded from Elizabeth, 
fliould arrive. Mayenne putting himfelF at the 
head of an army much more numerous than 
tha*: of the king, purfued and attacked him in 
his fortifications near the town of Arqucs j but 
having becai repulfed with great flaughter, and 
having fuffered afterwards a total overthrow in 
the battle of Ivry, in which, as on many other 
occafionS) Henry's fuperior bravery fupplied 
his want of nunibers, Mayenne was obliged,: 
with die fltattered remains of his amVy, to take 
Fcjfuge in the metropolis. There he flayed n^' 
bng^r than till he had confulted with the duke^ 
of Nemours, the governor, with regard to the 
proper meafures of defence, in cafe the city 
%>uld be bdkged by the vidorious army^ 
after which he fet out for Picardy, to meet fihcb 
duke (rf Parxna, from whom he expeded a rein- 
forc^xnenc of troop. The lung arrived {ooin 

after 
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B 5^^ K after m the nefighhourhood of Paris, and hav- 
iiQg made himlclf maftcr of the courfc of the 
Seync and the Marne, and blocked up every 
?ptry by which provifions. might be conveyed 
into t;he town, he inveftcd it on every fide, and 
fopn reduced* the inhabitaiits tq extrenxc ne» 
ceflity. 

By the pcrfuafion however of their -leaders, 
feconded by the Spanilh minifter and the pope's 
legate y by the decrees of the Sorbonne, and 
the harangues of the clergy ; they were con-- 
firmed in -the refolu^ion which they had formed 
from the beginning, to e?\dure every calamity, 
rather than receive an heretical king, whofe 
authqrity they .^yere , taught to believe they 
could not acknowledge, . without endangering 
their falvation. 

Philip's -• ^N their preferit diftrefsful fituation they had 
it^Mc^ noprofpeft of relief, but from the arms of 
Spain J nor was Philip lefs inclined now to in- 
tcrpofc in their behalf,, and that of the league 
in general, riian formerly. The ' affairs of 
France were at this time the principal objeA of 
his attention; and he would gladly have ex- 
erted himfelf againft the king with his utmoft 
vigour, efpecially as the cardinal of Bourbon 
was lately dead, if the prefcnt junAure had been 
fevidui^able to his ambitious defign, of feizing 

the 
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monarchy for himfelf, or his daughter j by ^ ^ ^ * 
which, more than by zeal for the catholic faith, u--v-Lr 
he had long been aftuated. But having pcne- *^^' 
trated into the views of Mayenne, and found 
that from him and all his party he had rcafbn 
to expeft the moft ftrcnuous oppofitionj he 
confidered, that if Henry were utterly fubdued, 
the catholics, (landing then no longer in need 
of his affiftance, would probably unite againft 
him, and without regard to the obligations 
which he had Jaid them under, render all his 
cxpence and labour fruitlefs. . He ref6lved 
therefore, agreeably to the advice of the duke 
of Parma, to protradt the war, and to afford 
the league only fuch afliftance as might pre- 
vent the king from acquiring an entire afcen- 
dant over them ; hoping thereby to wafte the 
ftrength of both the contending parties, and 
fooner or later to oblige them to comply with 
whatever terms he Ihould be pleafcd to prc- 
fcribe. 

Conformably to this plan, the duk£ of 
Parma, with whom Mayenne had an interview- 
at Conde, gave him only two thoufand feven 
hundred foot and eight hundred horfe. But 
as this reinforcement was inadequate to the 
purpofe for which it had been folicited, Philip 
became apprehenfive that the rcfolution of the 7 ^ 
befieged might fail 1 and dl-eaded, that if Henrf ' ! i 

were 
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B Q o K were once mafter of the capital^ a prince of fd 
V -^-•' J great ability and addrefs might foon compel 
^^^ the reft of the kingdom to fubmit to his autho- 
rity. To prevent this, he refdved to poftpone 
every confider atioa of prudence and intereft to 
the railing of the fiege } and fent pofitive or-- 
ders to the duke of Parma, to condud his army 
to France for this purpofe, with the utmoft ex- 
pedition. Farnefej^. though pofleflfed of capa^ 
city and courage equal to the moft difficult 
and dangerous enterprifes would gladly have 
diverted Philip from his defign. He reprc- 
fented to him the dangerous conlcquences with 
which the abfence of his troops from the Ne- 
therlands would be attended } and He attempted 
to make him fenfible of the extreme uncer-* 
taintyof thofe advantages which he expe&cd 
to derive from taking fo deep an intereft in the 
affairs of France. But Philip, blinded by hia 
ambition, could not relinquifli thofe delufive 
hopes which he had long fondly indulged, of 
adding France to his dominions. He was deaf 
to the duke*$ prudent rcmonftrances, and only 
lifteoed to his advice> fo far as to confent that 
lie might return to the Low^Countries, when 
d^ fiege of Paris fhould be raifed^ 

The duke FiNDiKO' tht king thu^ obftinatt and ia-^ 
^ft Vl^l fi^xible, JPmk^ committed the govcrnmcirt, 
tLT ^fm W» ^feacc,,tx> coum Peter Efaidft o£ 

Manfveldt^ 
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Manfveldt, and appointed his fon count Charles ^ ^J^ ^ 
to command the fixudl number ^ tro6p$t - ^^ i v 'v 
which he dcfigned to leave behind him for the ***** 
defence of the Netherlands. He then applied 
himielf with great anxiety to make the necef^ 
fary preparations for his march : for he was well 
aware of the difficulty which he itiuft encounter 
in his intended enterprize againft a prince of 
fo great abilities as the king of France^ in the 
midft of his dominions^ and at the head of a 
vidorious army> commanded by a gallant and 
^iknoft invincible nobility. This confideration, 
however, far from intimidating him, fervcd 
only to make hipi exert with more than ordi- 
nary vigour, thofc illuftrious talents with which 
he was endowed j left now, when he was about 
to enter the lifts with fo great a rival for mili- ' 
tary fame, he fliould forfeit that high renown 
which his former atchifvements had procured 
him. 

Henry was at this time about forty years Comparifcii 

' ' of him wi^ 

of age, and Farnefe a few years older. From Henry, 
their earlieft youth they had been alike diftin- 
guilhed by the love ^ arms ; and had paffed 
their lives either in learning, or in praftifing 
the art of war. They pofleffed alike the talent 
of concUtating the aSe&ions of their troops^ 
without any relaixatioH of diiciplkie, or dimi^ 
mifioA of authority* . They wece equal too in 

perfanal 
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*xxa^ perfonal courage, in quick difccrnmenj:, and 
c^-.^- ^ in fertility of genius. But the king was fiiore 
^*' * prompt in his decifions -, the duke more cau- 
tious and circumfpeft. The latter^ always 
cool, and mailer of himfelf, tranfgreffcd on no 
occafion the bounds of the ftrifteft prudence ; 
-but the former was often betrayed by his natural 
impetuolity and ardor, rather to aft the part 
of a common foldier, than of a general, and 
unneceffarily to expofe his perfon to danger. 
From the fame impetuofity of temper, the 
king wds ever fond of ftriking a decifive blow, 
by a pitched batde in the field ; whereas the 
duke chofe rather to accomplifli his defigns 
by ftratagem and dexterity, without blood- 
fhed. Notwithftanding this diverfity in 
their characters, they were indilputably the 
greateft captains of the age in which they 
lived, and may be compared, without liifFering 
by the comparifon, with the moft illuftrious 
commanders either in ancient or in modern 
times. 

His wiTe * Farnesb was rcadv to fet out from Bruflels 

precautions* •ii.. /. ^ •» /- 

in the beginnmg of Auguft, with an army of 
fourteen thoufand foot and three thoufand 
horfe. On his arrival in Franccj having con- ' 
yened his principal officers together, he ex- 
plained to them the condudk proper to be ob- 
{€rytd in the pKfent expeditions and fcpre- 
! - ;. fented 
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fcnted the neccflity of requiring a ftrift atteri- ^ xx?i '^ 

tion from every individual in the army,- to all u^-n/-^.^ 

the rules of military difcipline. They Wert '^•^ 

about to enter into a kingdom^ where tha 

people being naturally jealous of the Spaniards^ 

fufpicions would be eafily excited^ that> inftead 

of having come to their afiiftancej he intended 

to reduce them under the g^ernment of Spain^ 

Againft giving ground for thefe fufpicions^ 

which might defeat the intentions of the king^ 

they muft be continually on their guards and 

take effcdttial care to reftrain the troops from 

offering Any violence to the natives. They 

were ere long to purfue their march in the facd 

of a bold and enterprizing enemy j and for this 

reafon it would be neceflary that the moft per- 

k& order Ihould be obferved, that no tumult 

Ihould be permitted in their quarters^ and na 

foldier allowed to leave his colours night of 

day, upon any pretence whatever; that the 

country fhould be reconnoitred with the utmoft 

care 5' that they fhould take up their quarters 

every evening a confiderable time before fiin-' 

fctj that the troops fhould fland under theif 

arms, till the intrenchments were completed i 

and that their intrenchments fhould be as 

ftrongly fortified^ as if the enemy were in fight* 

The duke ficured the execution of thefe or- 
ders, by the adivity and vigilance which he 
Vol. IIL N exerted^ 
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B.^ ^ ^ exerted. Althopgh he ha4 many officers of 
u. :-^-L» high reputation under him, yet he refolved not 
'^^°' to put implicit truft in any of them, Frpm 
charts or maps, joined to the information which 
he received from the natives, he had acquired 
a thorough knowledge of the country through 
which he was to pafs. He heard in perfbn the 
rjcports of all the. parties which he fcnt to re- 
i;onnoitre ; marked out the encampments with 
his own hand, and bellowed fuch particular . 
attention on every thing which he deemed of 
the lead importance, that he left himfelf no 
other time for repofe, but the few hours be- . 
tween beating the reveille, and the marching 
4^ the troops. 

In order to preferve his men frefb.and vigo- 
rous for the time of aftion, he marched gently 
f9jrwardsj ai^d did not arrive at Mcaux, which, 
is ten leagues diftant from Paris, till the 23d 
of Auguft, He was joined at Mcaux by the 
duke de Mayenne, with ten thoufand foot, and 
one thoufand five hundred hbrfe j and from this 
place he f^nt intelligence to the befieged, that 
he hoped to be able in a few days, to relieve, 
tbem^ 

iKftfcfflor Their patience was almoft exhaufted. They 
^^ *"*": had been for many days reduced to the moft 
d^plorabl^ coqditioQ. Great nu^ers had died 
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of want, or of difeafes occafioned by the un- ^ ^^ ^ 
wholefome food to which they had been obliged c^*->r-^ 
to have recourfej and though their bigotry '^^^ * 
made them ftill entertain the thoughts of a 
furrendcr with horror, it had required the ut- 
moft vigilance on the part of the governor, to 
prevent it from taking place. They believed 
it to be impoflible for them to hold put even 
for a few days, at the end of which the duke of 
Parma had given them hopes of his arrival. 
Of this defperate fituation, their leaders did not 
fail to inform him ; nor did he delay advancing 
towards them one moment longer than was 
neceflary in order tofecure a fortunate iflue to 
his enterprize. 

Henry had for feveral weeks entertained Henry rtifa 
the moft fanguine hopes of being able to ter- * ** 
minate the fiege before the duke could arrive ^. 
He was now extremely chagrined and morti- 
fied, and was at the fame time thrown into 
great perplexity, with rcfpeft to the meafureg 
proper to be purfued. Unwilling to quit his 
pri^e> when he was upon the point of feizing 
it, he Would gladly have divided his army, and 
leaving a part of it to continue the blockade, 
have led the jreft to meet the enemy. But as 
it had lately fuflfered great diminution by fick- 

^ It had laded four months. 
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nefs, he apprehended that he would find fufii- 
cient employment for the whole, in defending 
*^'**' himfelf againft the Spaniards. After much 
hefitation Ke raifed the fiegc, and fet^out to 
oppofe the duke of Parma, before he Ihould 
approach nearer the town *• 

Having advancpd as far as ChcUes (which 
lies about four leagues diftant from P^ris) he 
pitched his camp in a fpacious plain, which is 
terminated by two hills of a gentle afcent, fe- 
parated from each other by thie road that lead* 
to Meaux. The duke of Parma^s araiy was 
encamped on the other fide of thefe hills, and 
was well fecurcd by ftrong entrenchments. In 
this fituation the two armies remained for fe- 
veral days. The duke djd not now li? under 
the fame ntcelfity as before, of precipitating 
his approach to Paris, becaufe the citizens 
having venturedj after the king's departure, 
to make excurfions into ttie country, had fur- 
nilhed themfclves with ibme provifions from 
the places adjacent ; and the king durft not at- 
tack fuch ftrong intrenchmchts, defended by 
an army fupcrior In numben^p his own. But 
being eager to engage, and dreading the daily 
diminution of his forces from the ficknefs 

« His army amooated to twrenty tboafand foot and five 
thoafand horfe. 

which 
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which prevailed among them, Henrjr fcnt a 'xxn*^ 
defiance to the duke of Mayenne, calling upon i- -^. -l i^ 
him to quit his den, in which he lay more lik^ *^*^' 
a fox than a lion, that the conteft between . 
them might be decided, and an end put tg the 
calamities of th^ kin^dgmt 

Mayinne fent the heralds who brought this stratagtm 
challenge to the duke of Parma, who anfwered, ofPanra. 
fnniiing. That his prefent conduct, he per- 
ceived, was not agreeable tg th^ tipg- but 
that he h^d been accuftomcd^ to fight, only 
when he himfelf thought proper, and not when 
it was convenient for his enemies s and he added. 
That far from declining battle, he would of-^ 
fer it as foon as the intereft gf the caufe which 
he had come to fupport, Ihould Tender it ex-* 
pedientr Agreeably to th? fpjrit of this reply, 
Farneft k?pt his army within their lines for two 
day.s longer J during which time he was em- 
ployed in ej^arnining the fituation gf the coun-» 
try, and in confidering how he nriight 4CCom-» 
plifh the cild of his expedition, without hazard- 
ing an engagement. Having at length fixed 
his; plan gf operations, Avithout communicating 
it to the duke cje Mayenpe, or ^ny Qth^f qf his 
officers, he gaye Qut, that he now intended to 
offer battle. Of the van^^ which confifted of 
two fquadrons of lances, with all the light horfe 
111 his army, he gave the command to themar-* 

N 3 ^m 
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BOOK quis De Renti, with inftruftions, that as foon 
w^-v-iL* as he ihould reach the top of the interjacent 
*59o- hiji^ he ^ould fpread out his trdops, .and 
niake as large a front as poffiblc ; and then 
begin to defcend flowly towards the etlemy, 
but not to engage without further 'orders, what- 
ever provocation he.Ihould receive. He com- 
mitted the charge* of the main army to the 
duke de Mayenne, and that of the rear to the 
Sieur de la Mothe ; while he referved liberty 
to himfelf, to ride from one parr of the army 
to the other, as occafion Ihould require. 

When the king was informed of this dilpo- 
fition and movement of the Spanifli army, he 
could not doubt that the duke had at length 
refolved to try the fortune of a battle. His 
eyes Iparkled with joy. He drew up his army 
iii batde array, with the utmoft celerity and 
Ikill ; but refolved to wait till the enemy ftiould 
defcend to the plain, where he might enter the 
lifts with them on equal terms. 

When the van of the Spanifli army had 
formed fo large a front, as totally obftrufted 
the view of every thing behind them, the duke 
commanded De Renti to ftop, and to wait for 
the king, in cafe he fliould think fit to afcend 
the hill. Then clapping Ipurs to his horfe, he 
galloped back to the duke de Mayenne, who 

was 
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was advancing with the main army, and taking ^ ^^ ^ 

him by the hand, he laid with a cheerful ani- * ^.^^ 

mated countenance, *' Paris will loon be deli- '^^°' 
vered now, rrty lord ; but for this purpole we 
mull turn back, and dirett our march to ano* 
ther quarter." He then defired both Mayenne 
and La l^othe to march towards Laghy, a town 
on the other fide of the Marne, and inftfufted 
them to take pofleffion of the ground on this 
fide, diredlf oppofite to the town, and to em- 
ploy all their troops in drawing flrong lines of 
circumvallatroh round their camp. 

These orders were execiitfed w;ith gte^t e^t- 
pedition. A battery of the largeft cannon waa 
planted over againft the town; and the cam^ 
was fortified in fuch a fiianner with trenches, 
breaft- works, and redoubts, as to render it im- 
pregnable. 

When this was done, the marquis de Renti, 
who fbr leveral hours had amufed the enemy 
with hopes that he intended to come down 
from the hill, began to file off towards Lagny; 
after having planted a body of feleft troops, . 
under an officer of the name of Bafta, in cer- 
tain woody parts of the hill, to fecure his retreat. 

The king in the mean time knew nothing 

of what had pafled on the other fide of the hill -, 

N 4 and 
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B o^o K and vhen he faw thp marquis dp Reptii^dcpait, 
u---,~,^ he fent a detachment after him to attacfe hjs 
'^'^ rear, and if ppflible to difcover the. duke's dc- 
iign. -But this detachiftent fell unexpeftcdly 
gmong the §paniih troops under l^a^a ^ and a 
furious rencounter enfued, which continued 
yrith various fuccefs till night, when both par-^ 
ties retired to their refpeftive camps. The 
kipg remained all nighf cnt|rfly ignorant gf 
the operations pf the pncmyr jHk PPVW not 
fuppofe that Farnefe, a general fo difdngu^fhed 
for his paution, woujd attempt, to transport his 
forces over the Marne, ^in order to advance to 
Paris, on the othpx fide of that xiyer, while fo 
ftrpng a fprtificd pafs as L'iagi^y Jay. behipid hin>* 
JiVnd it ^as ftill rnqriC difficult (o beJi^Y^ji ^^ 
in thp f^cp pf fuch an army as lay ready tq at- 
tack him, he would upd^rta^cp t|ie fiege of 
Lagny ; efpecjally as the river lay between hirp 
and that place. It was fhe laft of thefe mea- 
fures howeycr, on ^hich the duke of Parma 
had r^folyed i and all his mpvemcii|s pn the 
day befpre^ h^d been made in Ofdcf to i^fore 
fuccefs. Next mprning thp kipg recftivpd in? 
teUigence of his defigp,v.hut he had the morti-r 
ficatipn to perceive that ix was heypnd his 
power tQ prevent him ffpm carrying it into exr 
ccution. On each hand he was perplexed with 
infurmountable difficulties. The fortifications 
pf the Spanilh army were already^fo conppletq, 

that 
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t2iat..he covMi not attack them with the fmalleft 
liopes of fucc^f^. If he Ihould remain where 
Jxe was, Lagny would certainly be Ipft, and '^•^ 
hereby a paflage to Psois opened on the other 
fide of the river j and if he (hould tranfport hia 
^rmy, in order to fave Lagny, the duke would 
riicn be at liberty to march dircftly by the 
jrpad on thif fide to the relief pf the befieged^ 

Therb was no odier ezpedi^it in his power^ 
but> .while he tei^ained in his prefent fituation^ 
(o. i^4 rcinfpi;cen¥nts fr9cn time to time tg 
die garrifon of Lagny, 

. T|i£ dul^e of l^mni mean while pufhed for-r He tde^^ 
yard th^ fi^egp of that place with the utrnoft ^^^* 
celerity ^d vigour j having, as already men- 
tio^edj planted a battery on this fide of the river^ 
he opened it next iporning, and foon laid a 
great paj-t of the wall in ruins. The garrifon 
however ftiU believed themfelves to be fecure^ 
as the fivpr was l?etween them and the enemy i 
but the duke had thrown a bridge of boats over 
it fomc miles above the town, and had already 
tranfported feveral thoufand^ of his braveft 
tixwps* Thefe troops were ready to mount the 
breach as fpon as it was made pradticable. In 
the firft aflault they were repulfed with great 
^rftvery by the garrifon, but an error in mili- 
|ary difcipline, conimittcd by La*f^lJ^ the go^ 

Yprnor^ • 



3 O O & 
XXII. 



ReHefof • 
Pans, 



HISTORY OF THE kfeiGN OF 

Vernor, qtiickly dfecided the fat6 of Lagny. ISfe- 
ftead of relieving thofe who hadfiifeained' the 
Soft aflatilty by changing them file by file; aC- 
Cdrding^to an eftaMi'lhed nde in the defencfe 
of places, he attempted to do it all at once, 
and thereby threw his men into confufion. 
This blunder was perceived by the aiSailants, 
who returned inftantly to the chafg'e whh re»- 
doubled fury, and after taking La-fin himfelf 
prifoner, put moft of the garrifon ttt the f^rd, 
xthile the king ftood a forrowful fpeftator of 
che lofs (tf the place, and the flaughtet bf his 
troops. . . '. . 

After the taking of Lagiiy, no other ob- 
ftaclc remained to prevent the Spaniards from 
ai^roaching Paris on that fide of the rivef, 
but the garrifons at the bridges of St. .Maur 
and Charenton. Thefe were eafily overcome, 
and the convoys with provifions advanced with- 
out moleftation to the gates of the city. The 
joy of the Parifians on this occafion may be 
more eafily imagined than defcribed; they 
poured forth in multitudes to receive that food 
of which they ftood fo much in need, and eve- 
ry tongue celebrated in die higheft ftrains the 
praifes of their deliverer. 



irrofofAe No pcrfon admired more that dexterity by 
wrcb!* "''*' "^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^f Parma had accomplilhed his 

I defignji 
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defign, than the king himfelf ; but his gehfi- ^ %xu^ ' 
rous'fpirit was feyerely mortified, and he. had ^ — ^r^ 
the greater feafon for the chagrin whiqh he fek '^^^' 
on this occafi^; becaufe, if, inftead of en-* 
camping his army at Chelles, he had followed' 
the counfel of the wife La Noue, and advanced 
as far as Claye, Lagny might have been faved, 
and the Spanifli arit)y fo long retarded, that the 
Parifiafis muft have thrown' tlifemfelves upon 
his mercy, * v 

Henry's uneafinefs was greatly augmented 
when he conlidered, that at prefent it was Im- 
poflible tot him by any bola decifive ftroke to 
retrieve his error^ He knew it to be vain to 
entertain the hopes of forcing th^'duke of Par- 
ma, now when the end of his expedition was 
actomplifhed^ to expofe his troops to the rilk 
of a battle. His own army was greatly weak- 
ened by ficknefs, and the fatigues of a long 
campaign. All the country round being laid 
wafte, he began to feel a fcarcity of provifions ; 
his exchequer was exhaufted, and many of his 
nobility and gentry, who ferved at thpir own 
expence, having no farther expectations this 
feafon of cither fubduing Paris, or compelling 
the enemy to engage, were impatient to depart. 
Determined by thefe motives, he retired to St. Hed'fl>aud« 
Dennis, and having difbanded the greatefl: part 
of his forces, he fent the nobility to provide 

for 
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^ o p K for the fecurity of the fevergi provinces in which 

v>>*^-^ their interefl: layj retaining only a flying army 

'^^* of hi3 beft troops, with which he intended 

during the winter to check the progrefs of the 

enemy. 

gifse of This little army w«s not lb* formidable as to 

^^***^' prevent the duke of Parma from undertaking 
whatever enterprize hc^fhould incline. At thd/ 
defife of^Mayenne, and the other heads of the 
league, he laid fiegc to Corbeil j and notwith- 
{landing the moft obftinate refiftancc, he took it 
by aflault, but not till he had fpent many day$ 
ip the fiege^ ajid Ipft a great number q( m^n. 

Being deflrous to preferye in hi$ own hand^ 
an acquifition which had cpff him fpdear^hepro-^ 
pofed to the leaders qf the l?aguc to put in Cor- 
beil a garrifonof his Walloon or- Italian forces. 
By this propofal perhaps he meant only tp make 
trial of their difpofition towards the catholic 
king} or, confidering how av^rfV he himfelf 
had ever been t6 his prefent expedition^ he in-: 
tended to n>ake Philip f^nfible of the difficulty 
of deriving any fubftantial gtcivaiitage from tak- 
ing fo deep an interefl; in the s^fFair? pf prince. 

Whatever was. his motive, Mayenne^^ and 
the other leaders declined confenting to'hia 
propofal, and in their rcfufal gave him a clear 

discovery 
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difcovery of their jcaloufy and fufptcion* This ^ ^^ ^ 
difcpycry confirmed him in his opinion^ that ^ — .r^ 
matters were far from being ripe for the ex- '^^ 
ccution of Pj^ljip's defigns, and that probably 
he fhould never be able to accomplifti them by 
any other means than by protrafting the war, 
till the fh^ength and patience of the contending 
parties were exhaufted. This plan had, as 
mentioned above, 'been recommended to Phi- 
lip by the duke himfelf $ and conformably to 
it, he rcfolved^ finec neither party was in im- 
mecUate danger of being overpowered, to re- 
turn to the Netherlands. Other nnotives con- 
curred in determining him to form this rcfo- 
lution ; the inclemency of the feafon, the fick- 
liiiefs of his army, tht want of money, and a 
icarcity of provifions 5 which laft was fo great, 
as made it neceflary for him fbmetimes to fuf- 
£er his troops to plunder the inhabitants, al- 
though he forefaw that his granting this per- 
miflion muft not only prove prejudicial to his 
difcipline, but contribute likewife to alienate 
the afFedions of the people, and thereby to 
obftru6t his miller's views. 

. The catholic leaders, who had expefted that 
he would have remained in France till the 
king was totally fubdued, laboured with much 
importunity to divert him from his purpofe; 
j:>ut all their arguments were ineffeduaU The 
8 ftatc 
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ftate of afiairs in the Netherlands, he informe^^ 
fhcxtiy rendered his return indiijpenfably ncceA 
'^^®* fary, but he would fend them money, and Icav.e 
fuch a number of troops as would enable thifm 
to profccute the. war. Neither the money ^ nor 
troops ^ which he promifed were aofwqrable to 
the fanguine expedladons which they had fonn- 
cd. They faw that Philips notwithftaading 
di« feeming zeal with which he e^oiifcd their 
(Caufe, jwas furdy actuated by fome, private mo- 
.ti-v^ <jf ambition y that there was^ nothing fa^- 
l thftr from his intenyon than to bring the war 

J . to a conclufio;n, a^d that he would ncv^r con- 

tribute efiedually to their gaining a viftoiy 
over their enemies, unlefs he hdj^felf were to 
^.*^ reap the fruits of it. They found it neceflaty 

however to conceal their fufpicions, and to ac- 
i:ept of the fcanty fupply of money and troops 
which the duke had offered. Farnefe in the 
mean time was preparing for his march ^ and, 
,as he could not doubt that Henry would giise 
him all the annoyance in his power, he tWh 
ployed the fame precautions as he had done 
formerly when he left the Netherlands. HavJ- 
ing drawn up his army in four divifions, he 
marched always in the order of battle i the 
xrountry through which he paffed was dilig^ntl|r 

* Thirty thojarand dacats. 

* Between kve and fix tboufand. 

rcconnoltrol 
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TCCOnnokred hj tho light horfe, andf his camp ^-^ o ^^ 
was every evening fecur^ by ftrong intrench-, v. y**^ 
ments., '5»^ 

Notwithsta;jdino thefe precaMtf^nSy the The duke 
king was determined, not to fufFer him to re- the Nethcr- 
uurn unmoiefted. With this intention he had **"**** 
brought a^ (At& body of troops to Compeigne,^ 
near the borders of Picardy,/ and he fet out 
with them frorp that place, as foon as he got, 
information of the enemy's route, . inflamed, 
with the defirc of taking vengeance fpr the in- 
^ries he had received* Henry had full fcope 
in the preient fcene of a&ion for his wontod 
bravery and vigilance,, nor did he fufFer any^ 
opportunity to efcape of exerting thefe quali- 
ties with £gnal damage to the enemy. Ho- 
vering perpetually round them, he attacked 
them fometimes in the front, when they leaft 
•cxpefted it, fometimes in the flank, and fome- 
times in the rear, giving them no refpite night 
or day, and filling their minds with continual 
apprehenfions and alarms* 

No general could have made greater efforts 
"with ib fmall a force $ and if the Spaniards had 
been commanded by a general leis diilinguiih- 
«d than the duke of Parma for prudence and 
circumlpeftion, it is impoffible, confidering 
tbfi length of their march^ the badncfs of their 

roads. 
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^xxit^ roads, and the feafon of the y^^, but they 
<»— V — ' mull have been often thrown into confufioni 
and the greater part of them deftroyed. But 
the dufce's^gilanC3p wtojibt inferior; to the ac- 
fiVity of the kirig j While ht was perpetually 
dn his guard, and ever ready to afllft wW* 
ever part of his army was attackec^ ,he fi^cr Ji 
no provocation to divert him from the prpfe- 
cucion of tiis ixiarch ; and at laft he brought 
his troops, though not without conlidcri^le 
lofs, yet in good orderj jnto the prQvir^e of 
Hamau^I},^^/ . " . . 

^iyAviJa, rib.». Bcntivoglio, part a. lib. y. Tha* 
iBtts, liti. xcb. (eft. ti. and ▼!!• 
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P A R T if. 

TH E duke p{ t^arma, on his rctjurn to the ^ xxn,*^ 
NcthcrlanSSs, found that all the unhappy < - -^■i^ 
conftquences which he foretold had arifen from Aff*?.nV 
his abf<;ncc. Having drained his finances by caui.uUi. 
the French expedition, niany of the troops left 
in the LoW-Countries had mutinied oq account, 
of their want of pay. The forces of the con- 
federated ftates had over-run the fertile pro- 
vinces of Brabant arid . Flanders i and prince 
Maurice having made himfelf mafter of a great 
number of the fmaller towns upon the fron- ' 
tier, had paved thp way for future conquefts. 

Thbsb misfortunes gave the duke of Parma 
the greater uneafinefs^ as he had little profpect 
of being able foon either to retrieve his loffes 
or to make reprifals on the enemy. Finding 
by his inftru(^ions from the court of Spain^ that 
Philip was as much intoxicated as ever with 
his ambitious views in Francci he was obliged 
to ftation the greateft part of his troops in the 
provinces of Artois and Hainaulty where they 
might be ready to march^ if necelTary, to the 
afliftance of the league. And thus fevcral of 
the moft important towns, which lay next to 

Vol. Ill, O thi 
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BOOK the revolted provinces, bemg badly furniftied 
w-i-v-^ with garrifons to defend them, were cxpofcd 
'^^'' kn eafy prey to the enenny. The confederates 
were too fagacious not to difcern the advan- 
tage which was thus prcfented to them : and 
whereas they had, till lately, been fatisfiedwith 
defending their frontier,^ which they had done 
with much anxiety, and often without fuccefs ; 
they now took courage from the diltradlions in 
which Philip's prepofterous ambition had in- 
volved him, and refolved to exert thenvfelves 
with vigour in carrying on an offenfive w^r. 

Prmce The year one thoufand five hundred and 

iubdu^^ ninety-one had juft begun, when colonel Nor- 
ris. led out the garrifon of Oftend, which had 
been reinforced by troops from England!; and 
having taken the fort of Blakemberg, between 
Oftend and Sluys, he laid a great part of Flan- 
ders open to his incurfions. Soon aftenyards 
another party of the forces of. the St^es &r- 
prifed the forts of Tumhout and Weft^lo, in 
Brabant. But thefe conquefts were inconfi- 
derable when compared- with th<^ crf5.jirincc 
Maurice, who, having^piit his 'troops>nti;^lri6- 
tion as early as^ the^ftafon wmittifilp^ttfiit, 
Zutphcn, <)pened the caittjpaign^ with ■ ttoe^fieige:^ of ^4B«t- 
pheff,' aft^ foofr cdftV^tlldl dfc gA#fKte^ to Itor- 
render. - . • 

FiVOM 
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Faom this pl*ce he led his irmy againft ^ xxiu' 
Deventer, a town of ftill greater importance ' — v — ^ 
than Zutphra. Devcnter had been, as above tndDwn. 
reliMd^ betrayed to the Spaniards by Sir Wil- ^'' 
liam Stanley j and Matiricc was earneftly foli- 
citfed to iHidertake the fiege of it, at this tinne, 
by colcHiel Vetv, "^Wio was fired with the ge- 
nerous ambition of wiping out the reproach 
which Stanley's treachery had brought upon 
his cotintrymen, Vere difplayed in this fiege . 
all that bravery and conduft, for which he is 
fo highly celebrated by the cotemporary hifto- 
rians; and next to( Maurice, who condufted 
^ the attack with* confummate prudence, he prin- 
ci|ially contrib\itedto the redudion of i!he place. 
Ix wis vigoroufly defended by the count de 
Ber^, roufin-germari to the prince j but the 
Co'uiit being grievoufly wounded, and the wall 
on that fide wherie Vere conrimanded laid in lothjuae. 
niiiis,"'the garrifon capitulated in' a few days 
afte^ opening the trenches, and the inhabitants 
rettii^ii^ under obedience to the States K 

:iiiTl{HE»dukc.of Parma ia the naean time laid 
fi^g^'.tdtt^rfort of Knot2?enberg» which Mau- 
jri^f^ciiadh built \n> the >cmd of the^ preceding 
•ydjtrit^By this fi>rt, th« coafisderates^iommandtd 
^ ^ai^igftUon of ihc- riwer, . and gave fueh an- 

s Vide BentivpgliOf p^ 350* Grotlos^ ^ 145. Meteren, 
p. 530. 
v*vR^ O a noyance 
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B o o,K noyance to Nimcgucn, as {nade the duke tif- 
,J!!^^lij tremely uneafy about the fate of that import«it 
»59i- city. In order to conceal his defign, he ^e^tlt 
cd his march firft towards the fort of Scfeentk* 
But Maurice was not deceived by thf^ feiH^t 
and had taken care to ftrei^gthen thq gvrifen 
of Knotzenberg with an adc^ion of feme ^hQ-* 
fen troops* , . , , 

KedcfMt« The duke therefore met with the moft vi- 
horfc^*"*'^ gorous refiftance, and loft a great numbef of 
his men 5 ftill, however, he perfiftcd ill' die 
fiegc. Maurice, dreading his fuccefs, relin- 
quifhed a fcheme which he had formed fof '^'thfe 
reduftion of Groningen^ and having paflM'thb 
Waal, he pitched his camp Within fight lofiJie 
enemy.. As he did not poflfefs fufficient fytte 
to attack their lines, he intehded only to^ eti- 
courage the garrifon by his prefenoej '-'ot^to 
ftraiten the diake's quarters, and t» iiitei*c^pt 
his convoys. Many fkirmiihes pafled with 
various fiaccefsj till Mauri(!:ie at length fouhtfan 
opportunity of putting iti- piraftice the folldwiH^ 
ftra'tagehi: having plam?Stt'ah ambufli'bf^ftSs 
braveft tro^g, he* m^hetf!" bp W the infctn^s 
camp^ attended by coUirt^ Sdlmes and tof^tl 
VerCj at^theiKeadiof^bme toftipunieis of fiorte. 
The dulQ9v^:H& circumfpeS: and cjaittiot^^ ^h 
this occafion than ufuoi; lent out ten e<in*pa- 
hies of Spanjfli andltaJian hoifc to attack him* 

A fierce 
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A fierce rencounter enfued. Agreeably to. or- ^ ^xii^ 
dcrSy the princess troops foon turned their backs 
afid fled. The royalifts purfued with ardour, 
till they had paffed a narrow defile and a bridge,, 
when Maurice returned fijddenly to the charge, 
and the foldiers in ambufli pouring in upon 
them from both fides, their return to the camp 
was intercepted, and almoft all of them were 
put to the fword or taken prifoners. 

Tff IS difafter afRided the duke of Parma in 
the moft fenfible manner 5 a great number of 
the ofHccrs who fell were his countrymen, 
mainy of whom were peribns of rank, in whofe 
fortuxic^ he was particularly intcrefted. He per- 
ceived that, if Jic remained in his prefent fitu- 
WS^ he. muft fiad it extremely difiicult, from 
the diminution of his cavalry, to fupply his 
army with.provifions, and he had not as yet 
m;^ any confiderable progrcfs in the ficge. 

He would ftill however have profecutcd his 
enl^/prift, if he had not been obliged to defift 
fropi ;t by orders which he received from Phi- 
lifj^^^Q .aft only on tlf e, defenfiv< in the Nether- 
Ifi^j^fj and to fpa,re h^ troopei ^ much as pof- 
fiijlj^.^^ another expedition iritoFrancev Mau- 
ri^ Jwi^p^d tp have gaiiicd fome advantage over 
Fafdj^ft in hi» retreat from Rnotzenberg 5 but * 
bQthl i<^ |fei$> and ini his paffage over Che Waal, 
- - i . O 3 f^ch 
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BO oj^ fuch wife precautions were employed, as rfeii* 
^.^ — vr—r' d^**cd it impoflible for the prince to annoy him 5 
'^^'' while they filled that young hero with the 
higheft admiration of the duke of Parma's Ikill, 
and furniDied him with important leflbns in the 
military art, which he put in praft^ce on many 
occafions afterwards with fignal glory and fuc- 
cefs. 

Thcreduc Havikg paflcd the river, and put his troops 
Holft^ in fafety, the duke ordered new levies IDO be 
made in Gcrriiany, Burgundy, ,wd the fouthern 
provinces of the Netherlands j After whicb, iic 
went, on account of his indifpolidon, lo dfink 
the waters^ at Spa. He had no foonei* jfet out) 
than prince Maurice having embarked four 
thoufahd foot and (ix hundred horfe, iHlade s 
a fudden defcent on that part of Flanders cdXktd 
the county of Waes, and invefted the towii of 
Hulft. Mbndragone, the governor of Ant- 
werp, loft no time in drawing together fuch 
forces as were ftationed in the neighbouring 
places, with an intention to raiie the fiegef. 
But Maurice having pierced the dykes, hadUaid 
the country under water, and rendered it^iitt- 
y poffible for Mondragone to approach. -A^M- 
ably to the intelligence which had induced the 
prince to engage in his prefent enterprift, th« 
garrifon of Hulft was we^, and they were 
badly furniflicd both with provifions and mili- 
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taiy ^wes. Their defence therefore was fpjrit- » ^^^^ ^ 
left^and foeble,. and they foon agreed to a fur- ^— sr— ^ 
mi4en.. ^^^'• 

From Hulft, Maurice returned unexpcftedly "JJ^^^""*' 
to.Swtzenbcrgi and a& there was no Spanifh 
anpjr tiear, he tJircw a bridge over the Waal, 
and laid ficge to Nimeguen. The garrifon, 
confifting of Germans and Walloons, made 
fevfipal failles to xetard his approach 4 and, if 
tbffyhad been feconded by the townfmen, the 
redudtioifi of a place of fo great extei^it and 
ftrbngth as Nimeguen^ muft have detained him 
kmg< Sut be h^dkr fame tiijoe paft held a 
feiQ{^t-ci>Firefpendenice with fome of .the principal 
inh^itants, and the people in general were cx^ 
Q-emely difaffeffeed to the Spanifli government. 
TWiy todk co/iirage nowy whtn Maurice was 
it- hand to fupport them, and having rilen 
timAilAiouily, required the garrifon, in the 
moft peremptory manner, to put an end to 
th«r calamities by a furrcnder of the town. 
The .garrifon, confcious of their inability to 
rcfift.both the citizens and the cntmy^ com-^ 
plised' with their requeft; and Maurice was 
rcQCt^^ by them rather as their deliverer fronj 
&avery, than as a conqueror by wbofe arms 
they had been fubdued. They were admitted 
to the fame privileges as the odiMer; towns of the 
Q 4 , confet 
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'if J^^ txmfedtmojii aitd aldiough. the; idxmm&rvdm 



was pdtt iojto /ttfa^ .Jaatds q€.thp pMtiEjfl^uttsi^yfit 
cath9li<«j. ' byivVh^Ti^: ,thir city:, had ,bcc»kept,fo 

Af cr«^ . tiihi iimportdnti ^cqui&iiam Mautke 
fct^ouribiritbe.Hago^i tactireoeivoi tfacm^iduB 
moitfl^t^og4:eftiisiotiut8i(&£ gcatitude^ ^^ttadi^ 
ment, and rcfpeft. The pnidcnce with which 
Ml bisL>entei|ifiDe5 had heeis concerted^ and^the 
cd^niyaiidiyi^ur with wbidi he, Jiad)caicri!ed 
i^fx^ moiff^soamion^ filled aU JSuwpe wid^ lufi 
jefto^n^ » aSdiv^tve his j jejjMffiyKntQ : .^c , .n>oft 
. i^mmMf^'* ^ ^W5 >Rn^Pfpty jKi^ifufc 

•♦•^o/'j^* o.iT4iBi|i)ttop4itiio|i waa.\pitreiilMelK di^CBJnt^fl: 
$bisjpfirk¥iir<>na what.it h^ldevler:.bffR;fi^^<5«lJJ{ 
cwfe^^cy had. be?n for*?wd^;,,ti}l.itieVi they 
h^ oxporieiicf^an.unioterxqpted (K>urffi5^i<:^^^ 
hutie^s.thsy) had beeft' perpmtally fljftutbed 
;»ath&itefti<i0jbiK>ils^^ end ihcad livedjun^Fiaon^ 
tiAiAdi^ ^nftkty^' i OQcailot4ctd>pairtly jby • tiie/vsigfa'^ 
)>i2furili>odi.of t)v£ii ia£|iice:ri£DtQrpri(mgi eicermDri 
jtndipaid^iby^ith&'.^eifidie^ idefigos iofi thnSs 
9rh6knr-{|ep hadiJincrafted:^ ndth thenrdnft^d 

v.. •. { .^':Jiu)in '» '.•'•/. 1 :c 'J[ ••'!"' .to 
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tflfeii mi^nitxt . diftaiurei' and. thoir iroatkri wu B o •d 4( 
fextned' eitfa^ bjrtdwns ibbngty fortified^ or w>*^-Iij.i 
bf nirigable riversj in which they i^ould avail *^'' 
d^antdcilties \ of the fuperioiity <bf their navd 
force. Thqr weptf 'ft» hmgcr dffi|«*e«ed: by 
fufpicions of the fidelity of their governors, 
and^'dl^ loik whiphi.thc^^hq4:fufifare4iby^the 
deathT of the/prince^icrf* Qtm^^'iiiaijsiuicnapaH 
icttsdiby the^extnaprifibQitfiytme^iCiQfahd^ 

iBuT there was. iiOthkgT*hJ0h^WO«fibutede^ French if. 
amch to infpife thchfi with their pre£ccit<liopta5| 
asi dygit kurowledgiK ^! Bhilip- ^ ^attmmii^ tekig 
ft^^a^' much engt<(!>flS§d a« cvtt;witfe^thet*ffairi 
c^aprkfite. In* pk^dTeettcifon of his i |dai¥ -iRk: ae^ 
quiring the fovereignty of that kingdom^ by 
fomenting the war, he had, after the duke of 
fofffflft ralfed t^ifiege q£ PariVf^oi'dealithe 
}«tid^§' of the^ea^d only fuch'k^a»ce a^ 
WtfiJ rticiSffary ■ to fate ^ them from b^ng- over^ 
w&fe)rhed; ' THeir jp0wer was at tfcis iti|»e €»i 
beddingly ^educed^ w^hilp tfaatof the :Jci;>g had 
mci^ed a proportioiilialiaugmcntatbrr; . • By im 
fat|my and good ^ dndjn^^ joined itorihi^ iclet 
nacosGy.' 9^ MvdffBtixmiJsiit&ty ihad( alluml 
g^QRkt itombqrsiof i^;h^.el|icBiarfi(bjp^tq their 
dutyr^r^and^hadii ar tbeiferoQitiintti ^gagod the 
protcffctots in <Senof»nyi^4nddii& qyf«9ri^£ng^ 
lond^jCQ i9ter(ft.iiisiB&lv,ds::)ipcf<^ than 

ercr in his caufe. For fevcral months paft he 

had 
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BOOK ka^ been abfolufie mailer of the fidd, and be 
w -w-i'^ had lately begun the 0egeof Rouen, wkh an 
'*•*'* army amounting nearly to thirty thoufapd hork 
and foot« Both the town and garriioD were 
commanded by {the Sieur dc V4U^, .who dif- 
played the higheft degree of intrepidity, vigi- 
lance, and ikilJ in the defence. But. there. tfws 
little probability of his being able to defend 
it long againil: fo powerful an army, whode ope-* 
rations were conduced by fo great a maftcr in 
. the art of war. 

skgeof Ths diike de Cayenne, a!nd other aaiiiolic 

leaders, dreaded, that the redudion of & im'* 
portant a place as Rouen would prove fatal to 
their party, and they had exerted themfcl vcs ftre- 
mioufly to relieve it; but having no army, with 
L which they could venture to enter the lifts with 
"" the king, they had recourfc as formerly to Philip, 
and ipared no pains to convince him, that if 
he did not fpeedily interpofe, RoUen, and alt 
the other towns in their poflcffion, muft ere 
long fubmit to the king's victorious arms. Thcjr 
were feconded in their application by the Spa-» 
nifh minifters in France; and in confequencc 
of inftnididns fent frooit Madrid to the' duke 
of Parma, that general, after his neturn from 
Spa, had been entirely Toccupied in preparing 
to lead his army a fecood time to the affiitance 
of the league. 

His 
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His prfcfwtrations were finHhed abcmt the book; 
middle of December/ and on the ui ft of that ^ ^'^\^ 
month he bfegan his march, taking the fame vq^^^ 
precautions as in his former expedition. He fj),^^".^ 
was joined by the duke de Mayenne in the l;t»on»«t» 
proTincc of Picardy, and his army, after the 
reinforcement brought him by the d^ike amount-- ' 
ed to five and twenty thoufand foot and iix 
thoufand horfe* 
• 

As in order to prefenre fai^ troops frefh and 
vigorous, he marched only a few miles .each 
day, k was near die end of January before he 
reached the province of Normandy- At that 
rime die fiegc of Rouen was far advanced, and 
the ganifon was reduced. to the ia£b extremity* 
When the king therefore heard of the duke of 
Parma's approach, he c6uld not refolve to relin*. 
quifti his enterprife 5 but he left his infantry tO' 
profecute the fiege, and advanced towards the 
duke with his cavalry, in hopes that, by ha- 
' raffing abd retarding him on his march, the 
garrifon would be obliged ix> capitulate before 
he couki arrive. 

By his vigilance, intPCpidity, amd quick dif" Dantrerof 

I'li/tjri- Htnry at 

cernment, Henry was admirably fitted for the> Aumau. 
bold and dangerous enterprife in. which he was 
now engaged; but his impetuous courage was not 
always under the government of prudence, and 

betrayed * 
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B^o o K betrayed him jfomctimcs into rafli and defpemte 
Wi*M^w ^tempts^ rnore becoming an officer of inferior 
^^^' r^k, than A general or a king. • Of this he 
gave a ftriking proof in his condud on the pre- 
/ fent occafion*, . Having advanced before thci 

reft of she cayalry with three or four hundred 
hprfe, he met uncxpededly, «car the town rf 
Aumale^ ^ith the foreninner^ of the duke of 
P^np^'s ^npy% and he repulfed them with little 
difficulty ^» but although the whole Spanilh army 
was ia figh^y be w^Kikl: not retire till be had 
taken a yiew of the order of their marcbi nor 
even (af^x ht faw the duke's light horie ad- 
-ganciog, tp«?;ards him, 'With thcfe likeirHb he 
encountered, and fought long and defperately, 
till many of his troops had fallen by his lide^ 
and lie himfelf was woundedw Had not the duke 
• o{ ParEj>a fufpedted an ambufcade^ he might 
" cpjG^y. have cut oflP the kia^g's retreat. He was 
urged by Mayenne to fend forward moretfoops 
for i^hat purpofci but he refufed to comfdy with 
tl^c^uke's requeft; and when he was afterwaixis 
reiaoinded of. the opportunity which he had lod, 
he jreplied> that h^ couki not reproadi kimfelf 
for^his conduift, as he fi^pofed, that^^n^fehe 
king/of N^^v;aiT^, he had a^ gitat gciawafc «/ 
contend yfii^ ^ai^d not merely the <:aptain qf a 

trO0pQf^^T: . . . . .;; Pi. 

■ ...;..= v/ ;• ^ .::.•: '-•: ' = ''^1^ ^^^''^^' 
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• HfcwftY' was no Ibfonrt- able, after his wound, • 2xu^ 
to gi¥ on horfeback, than he rcrumed his firft ^'-sr^mj 
defigfibf annoying the enemy on their march; *^^'* 
and this he did with more circumfpeftion than 
befom/'»but with Ibch indefatigable vigour and 
aftivityi as kept the diike'of Pafma in .perpe- 
tual jflttf ms. Several warm renCouriters pafled, 
in which the fuccefs was various. The dlike*k 
vigilanee, and the peifeft difcipline wh?ch he 
maintained, prcferved his ahriy frbtti fiiftaining 
any' great calamity. His march however was 
confidcridjly retarded, and there was mucfh i-ea- 
fon ta' apprehend, that the befieged wbtld'be 
compelled to furrender before he cduld adSraiicc 
to their rdief. 

' .^ ' ' ' . ' ^'* '■ ■■ " 

l^OTHiNG kfe ithan the intrepidity afid'^Jfl ' spirited 
of -yiUars' could have protrafted the Tiege to fi" ^^^f;^/ 
gncat 'k» length. This brave man, far from" 
having' aiy thought! of cafpitulating, aipired to 
d?©' .giory of raifing the fiegc without the' 
aQifta»ee of the Spaniards. With thi^ view 
he . jfefolved to- take advantage of tihe ab-' 
fencpnof dhc king,' and to exttt at once his' 
wl^olc. force in m attack on the btfiegers.' 
Nweir was attack condivfted 'with more intre- 
pidly and urigor. ^ISreat nuhibers 6(&it rby- 
alifts were put to the IWordj the^ mkrlhal'de 
Biron, their commander in chief, was wou^ided; 
their t#e»iches were filled up; many of their 

cannon 
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BOOR cannon were ipiked> or buried ih the ditch ; 

c-^-v^ snd their {bores. of proTiiion and ammunition 
«39»» ^ere either carried into the town or deftmyed. 
Villars was at laft repulfed> and obliged to re- 
tire within the walla j but not till the enemy 
had fuffefed fo much loTs by the deftru£Uon of 
their works and ftores, that he expedcd ;to be 
able to defend the town for feveral mo^itbd 
longer> if his garrifon were reinforced* . 

Of this happy change in his fituation, Villars 
gave immediate notice to the duke of Parma, 
and advifed him to turn his arms to fome other 
quarter^ where they might be employed with 
greater advantage to the common caufe,^ It 
was fufpedted, that vanity had confiderable 
influence in prompting Villars to give this ad- 
vice. The duke was within two days march of 
Rouen when he received it, and he immediately 
called a council of war to confider of what was 
proper to be done. 

He was himfelf of opinion, that he ought 
ftill to purfue his march, in order to attack the 
enemy before they had recovered from fheir 
confufioni and he obferved, that if he Ihould 
only fend. a reinforcement to the garrifoni as 
the governor had defircd, the king of Navarre 
-would inftantly renew the operations o^ the 
fiegc, and. probably exert himfelf with greater 

vigour 
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vigour than befiore. But the duke deMayeone boor 
iod fikt other French nobility^ lefs bold on this v ^\^ 
ocoalkm than the didce of Parma, repncfented> ^^^^ 
that) hotwithftanding the difafer which had be- 
fallen the royalifts, it would be extremely dan- 
gerous to attack them in their intrenthments 
whilft their cavalry were fo numerous; that 
wheft the nobility, who fenred without pay, 
and were already impatient Under the length of 
the fiege, and the rigour of the feafon, faw 
that there was no profpeft of a battle, they 
would leave the camp, and retire to their re- 
fpeftive homes; that the duke might then attack 
the king with the higheft probability of fuccefs; 
and that till then the troops might cither be 
employed in fome other entcrprife, or conduft'cd 
to winter-quarters, whence they might ifTue 
forth frefh and vigorous, when a more advan- 
tageous feafon for aftion fhould arrive, Whe- . 
ther'Mayenne fpoke from conviftion on this 
occafion, or from his dread of the duke of 
Parma's acquiring too great a fuperiority 
over the king is doubtful. Faraefe; was not 
entirely fatisfied with his reafoning, and could 
not approve of a refolution to negleft one 
favourable opportunity, on accouijit of the un- 
certain expedation of another. But as the . 
propofal was perfeftly confident with his plan 
of protrafting the war, ifie complied, with it;. 
4 ana. 
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B O^K ^nd, having fent eight hundred feleA troops t6 
< y^' s reinforce the garrifon of Rouen^ he leH his 
'^** army back to Picardy, and inyefted the town of 
St. Elprit dc Rue. 

He had no iboner fet otit^ than .the kii^ 
applied himfclf with the utmoft diligence to the 
profecution of the fiegc of Rouen i and i& he 
received at' this time a feaibnable fupply of 
cannon and ammunition from the States 6f 
Ho^ahd^ he wa^t enabled to carry on his oper 
rations with greater fuccei$ than ever. 

Tbe Siege In a fcw weeks the garrifon was ags^in re« 
raiied. '* duced tQ the nK>ft critical fituation^ and Villars^ 
notwithftanding the confidence^ of which I^e 
had lately given fo ftrong a propf, was 
obliged to let the duke of Parma know, that> 
if he did not return to his relief before the 
twentieth of April, he would find it neceffaiy 
to give up the town, Mayenne was now as foli- 
citous to perfuadc the duke of Parma to lead 
his army againft the king, as he. had been foir- 
irierly reluftant and averfe. And the dujce 
more readily yielded to his dcfire, as certjiin 
intelligence had been received, that, agreeably 
to Maycnnc's pr^diftion, tj^e icavalry in the 
- king's army dld,W at. tbi§ time amount to 
more than the half of their former number. 
Having drawn off his troops from St. Elprit 
1 dc 
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de Rue, he fet out without delay for Rouen, " ^xnr 

aij3 j)i;oceeded with fo great expedition, that h^ <- --v^i^*^ 

pertonned thp fame march in iix days, which *^'' 
hM formerly coll him twenty- 

The king was cquaiiy dira|>pointect andYur-* 
priied when he heard of his approach, tit 
dreaaed the danger to ivhlcH his army would 
be ejcpofed, if he remained in his prefent litu- 
ation, oetween fo brave a garrilbn^ on the one 
hand/ and the Spanifh army on the other ^ and , 
he 'Would havcl gone to meet the duke of I^ar- 
ma at a diilince from the town ; but findings 
upon aft accui*ate review of his trbops, that f hey 
were 'greatly inferior in number to the cnemyi 
fte^'kifed the fiege, after it had lafted five Aptaaa# 
nrion'thsV and retired to Pont de TArche, with 
z riffoliition. to wait there for the return of hfs 
nobility. The duke of Parma in the meai;i 
tinip advanced in battle array, and entered 
]k!puen in a kind of triumph* From Rouen he 
led Jiis army, by the advice of Mayenne,. and 
the other leaders of the league, againft CJaud- 
bdc,, whidh it was thought necelTary to reduce, 
bobre the deliverance of Rouen could be 
decnied complete^ . 

"In taking a review of the fbrtifidations, and Dukip/ 

marking the ground. for batteries^ which he ^*J^^^ 

did as on other occafions, with his own hand, ciudbet. 

VoLllL P he 
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^^x? ^ ^^ received a wound by a muflcet-ball, which 
*^i— v^ entered his arm a little below the elboW, ahd 
pierced downward till it lodged in his wrift* 
Without any change in his voice or counte- 
nance, he continued to give his orders as be- 
fore, nor could his fon aiid the Other by-ftartders 
perfuade him to retire till he had inftrufted 
them fully in his defigns. In ordei- to dilcover 
d^e courle of the ball, his furgeon found it ne- 
ceflary to make three different incifiohS; and 
the Jjain occafioned by thefe and the Wound 
brought' on a fever, which confined him to his 
bed for feveral days. This accident had almoft 
proved fatal to his army and to the league. 
The fiege of Caudbec was condudled agreeably 
to his direction, and was foon brought to a 
conclufion; but in undertaking this fiege, the 
duke had committed the only confiderable 
blunder which we meet with in the hiftory of 
his life. Caudbec lies in the peninfula of 
Caux, which is formed by the Seine on the 
weft, and the fea and the river d'Eu, or Brefle, 
bh the north and ealt. As the king, by po^- 
fefling the towns of Eu, Arques, and Dieppe, 
commanded the entrance into Caux from the 
caft, it was impoflible for the army of the 
league to get out of it, but either by crofling 
the Seine, or returning fouthwafd the fame 
road by which they had entered the penrnfula. 
In this way they might have efcaped, if they 

had 
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had attempted if in time j and perhaps they ^ ^^. ^. 

would have done fo, had it not been judged ^^ — sr-^-^ 

ncccffarjr for the general's recovery, that he * ^^^'' 
ihould remain for feveral days at Caudbec. 

The king quickly perceived the advantage TheSptnifli 
which was prefented to him, and exerted him- eHpir ' 
felf with ardour to improve it* Having, im- ^*"'' 
mediately after he had raifed the fiege of Rouen, 
.dilpatched meflengers to fummon his nobility 
to return to his camp, they had obeyed his 
fummons with their wonted alacrity -, and in 
the fpace of a few days, his army was aug- 
mented to feventeen thoufand foot, and between 
fcvcn and eight thoufand horfe. With this 
army he left Pont de L'Arche on the 30th of 
April, and arrived on the fame day within fight 
of the enemy, who had encamped at Yvetot;, 
which lies at the diftance of three or four mile^ 
from Caudbec. 

Henry's firfl: care was to fortify his camp in 
fuch a manner, that it might not be in thp ^ 
power of the enemy to compel him to engage j 
and his next, to make himfelf mafter of all the 
defiles through which they might attempt to 
fo;ce their paflage. Many hot rencounters hap- 
pened, in which both parties gave cpnlpicuoua 
proofs of prowefs and intrepidity. The royal- 
ift? were frequently repulfed from th^irftar 
P a tiQns, 
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^ xxii^ tions, and much blood was fpilt. But at laft 

^,. — 1^ they aGCompllflied their defign, and hemmed 

'^'*' in the clicmy ib clofely, that it was no longer 

praftickble for them to approach to the outlet 

from the peninlula. In this fituation they rc- 

! maineci ^a* fortnight. Th^ir 'ftock of provifions 

w.as almttft fpent, and Henry began to indulge 

the flattering hope, that in a few days they 

would lay down th^ir arriis. ' 



Thetr pif- 
fage of the 
Seine at 
Caodhec. 



:. ; l^o^^HiNp but the bold inventive genius of 
the duke of Panria could have faved tHenifrom 
this difgrace : he had erred wheh he entered the 
.peninfula, while fo vigilant an enemy as Henry 
was fo near.- Neither the importunity of the 
-chiefs of the league, nor his ignorance of the 
country, lior the hopes of finilhing his enter- 
prize before the king c6uld arrive, are entirely 
fufficient to juftify his condu6f. But he now 
fully atoned for his imprudence in expofing his 
troops to fo great a ri(k, ' by the extraordinary 
capacity and vigour which he exerted in their 
deliverance . 



"t.jt 



As foon as he had recovered from the dif- 
trefs occafioned by his wound, and taken a 
view of the pofition and ftrength of the enemy, 
he perceived that it would be in vain to attempt 
to force their lines; and cohfequently, that 
there was no other way by which he could favc 
> ^ his 
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his armyirpm captiyitjr or ruin, but by tranf- ^ xxu.*^ 
porting it over, ihcTiver. To this expedient 
he refolved to have recourfc, and he commu- 
nicated^ hk^ defign .to the duke de M^yenne, 
and fom^5 Qtbfer of hi|5,n)Qft^ experienced 9fficcrs, 
who alL pronouncod. it to be impracticable. 
They knew how diffitult it was to pafs even 
the moft inconfiderable river, in fight of an 
enemy, and they could not conceive it poffible 
for an army fo mucK encumbered with artillery 
and baggage, to pafs fo broad a river as tAe 
Seine at Caudbec^ when not only a powerful 
enemy, fo vigilant as the king, but the Dutch 
Ihips of war likewife, were prepared to obftruft 
their paflage. 

The duke was .fully fenfiblc of all the diffi- 
culties with .which, his entcrprize muft be at- 
tended, but as tHe urgent neceffity of his fitu- 
atiori would not fufFer him to relinquifh it, he 
perfifted.in his relblutionof attempting to carry 
it into execution. > . ' 

Having firft cleared the river of the Dutch 
Ihips, by planting batteries atdng the banks, 
he ordered the Sieur de Villars to hold all the 
boats and barks at Rouen in readinefs, and to 
prepare a number of rafts of ftrong beams fit 
for tranfporting the artillery. After this, tak- 
ing advantage of a thick a>ift, on the 16th of 
P 3 May, 
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B o p K Mayy he fcnt out his cavalry by day-break, as 
i^-^J<j If he intended an attack, and while the enemy 
'^^' were thus amufcd, he drew off his infantry 
from Yvetot to Caudbec. The cavalry foU 
lowed 5 and as foon as they had retired, the 
king advanced with all hi^ forces, having no 
fufpicion of the duke's defign, and wondering 
that he fhpuld have chofen to move his camp 
to a fituation in which it was more confined 
and ftraitened than before. Henry ftill thought 
of nothing but blocking up the paiTagcs, and 
fortifying his camp fo as not to be obliged to 
accept of battle, 

While the king was thus occupied, the 
duke employed a great: number of pioneers in 
^ raifing two forts, one on each fide of the river, 

direftly oppofite to each other, which he 
planted with cannon, and lined with muflcetcers. 
To prevent the king fronj taking the alarm, 
he maintained all the i'ame appearances as for* 
merly, of a defign to enlarge his quarters, and 
frequent fl^irmifhes were foughf. 

At lajft every thing nejceflary being prepared, 
the rafts and^ the tjoats (6f which there was a 
great number at Rouen employed in tho river* 
trade) fell down with the ebbing tide, in the 
\ evening of the 20th of May j and, on the fame 

night, the greateft part of the troops^ artillery, 

and 
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and baggage was tranfported. The king per- ^xxn,'^ 
ceiving early next morning a change in the ' — ^r-^ 
appearance <rf"thc enemy*s camp, fent the baron 
de Biron to reconnoitre it. The baron returned 
immediately at full gallop, calling out, that 
the Spaniards were paffmg the river. Henry 
fet out without delay, at the head of his ca- 
valry. When he came in fight, he had the 
mortification to obferve, that only two or three 
thoufand of the Spaniards remained on thi^ 
fide, and that they were fo flcilfuUy defended 
by the fort, that he could not approach them 
without facrificing the lives of many of his 
troops. He then planted his artillery on a hill 
which commanded the paflage, and the Dutch 
fhips came up the river from Quillebeuf j but 
before the cannon were ready to fire, and be- 
fore the Dutch were near enough to do execu- 
tion, the rear of the Spaniards, cpndufted with 
much prudence by prince Rannucio, the duke 
of Parma's fon, had landed fafe on the other 
fide, and fet the boats on fire. 

Neither the -king nor any of the French 
nobility had ever fulpefted that fuch a retreat 
was poflible j and this circumftance, joined to 
die nature of the ground near Cawdbec, which 
concealed the duke of Parma's operations, con* 
tributed not a little to the fortunate iflue of his 
enterprife. Henry had for feveral days enter- 
P 4 tained 
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P XXII '^ taincd the moft fanguinc hopes of gaining a 
S i. ^ * f decifivc victory, which would probably have 
?Sf>« given him immediate polTrifion of his kingr 
dom s and his mortification now was in pro^ 
portion to the confidence of his former expec- 
tations : it was the iinore fcnfible and galling, 
|is his infantry was fo mych exhaufted by the 
hardlhips of a tedious winter's campaign, that 
it was impoflible for him at prefent either to 
purfuc the enemy, or to refume the ficgc of 
Rouen^ The duke de Mayenne entered thi^ 
city with a part of the forces, and ?he duke of 
Parma dircftcd his march towards the Nethcr-r 
lands, where he arrived in a few weeks without 
receiving any moleftatipn by the way **. 

Wibry of While Philip thw? kepi; alive the flames of 
f^!^ ' war in France^ he h*d the good fortune to pre** 
^ryic his Spanifh dominion^ in a ftate of yn-r 
diflurbed tranquillity ; and as a kingdom . 'm 
this fituatipp furnilhes few materials for hiflqry, 
hardly any tranfa^jon p^ed in Sp^in during 
feveral years preceding the prefent period that 
deferves to be recorded j but m the coudc of 
this year an affair Kappehed, which, while it 
marks the charaftet, and (he^s the fecrct life 
of Philip, was atfehd^d witij thjS Fpofl ferious 
ponfequcncest ' > , 

^ D'Avila, Jib. xHL Bentivoglio, parjf U« lib. yi. ; and 
Qrb{)9flU8» lib* dii* 

Having 
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Hayino been engaged in a love intrigue " xxA^ 
with Anna Mendoza, princefs ofJE^plP, he "^ — sr-^ 
had.^pmmitted the conduft of it to his fe- **'** 
crctarjr Atttooip Perf», who,- having frequent 
opportunities of coijv^rfiog with that prineelsj 
had become no lefs enamoured of her than the 
king;^ wA it was gep^rally b/cUeved that Ihe 
.had made him afuU rcpirn to the paffion which 
henijcauty had inlpired. At the. time when 
Antonio^s correfpondence with the pripcefs was 
much talked of^ Efcovedo, the friend and cori-r 
fidcncof Don John of Auftria, had arrived from 
thii Netherlands^ to folicit the king fpr the rc- 
- turn- ^f; the Italian and Spanilh. forces ; and 
finding the fecuetary averfc to Don John's de-r 
figns^ he refolved to take vengeance pn him, 
by^aking'a difeovcry to the king ofLiwhatwas 
rejpofted df Antonio^ familiarity with the prin- 
cefs of Eboli. Philip readily believed this in- 
telligence, and conceived an implacable refent- 
meM^ainfi: the&cretary; but he was animated 
at the fame jtime with hatred no l^fs impla(:able 
p:>wa9ds Efcovedo I who, he believed, had fo- 
mented Don John's ai^bition, and ^ould fooner 
or Jater engage .th^, pri^^^ce in fqmci defpcrate 
lehtcrpricst ificpufi^jit- withhis ^^legiance. Phi- 
lip, sefolvod t€>:cii^4pf fine o^ the^ men as the 
^nftrument of liis vengeance agaipfl the other, 

f y\^tyinft of Riiy Qq^hx ds ^ilva. r 
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BOOK ^d gftve 9, priyatt order tp Pereat tQ have Ef- 
v_^^^ covedo afli^lflnatcid. This order was executed 
JS9*« withput d^lay, and Toon afterwards a prolecu-s 
tion waa bqggn againft the murderer, with Phi^ 
lip's permiffion, by the widow aiid children of 
Efcovedo. Philip intended by this meafure to 
remove all fufpicions of being acceflbry to the 
murder. But dreading that- Perez might, for 
his own exculpation, make a full difcovery, he 
wrote him feveral letters with his own hand, 
requiring that he would conceal the order 
which had been given him, and afluring him, 
that a ftop Ihould fbon be put to the profecu^ 
tion. It was flopped accordingly; and aU 
though Perez was forbid to come to court 
himfelf, he was allowed for forac year^ to tranf- 
aft the feveral branches of public bufinefs 
which had been intruded to him, by his depur 
ties or clerks. But no time could affuage the 
king's refcntment : after fix years he commahdr 
ed him to be tried for maiverfation in the dif* 
charge of his office, and having ordered a fine 
of thirty thoufand ducats to be impofed on him, 
he threw him into prifon, and loaded him with 
chains. Perez was oflfered his liberty, on con- 
.dition that he Ihould give up all the king's let- 
ters relative to the murder of Efcovedo. He 
delivered fbme of them, and was releafedj but 
Philip was no fooner in poflefllon of the letters, 
than a new procefs on account of the murder 

was 
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Was commenced. Perez was ag^in thrown into ^^^^ ^ 
prifon, and put to the torture; and he now v.i.^%^-^ 
perceived, that nothing lefs than his death was '*^** 
intended. , With the afliftaace of his wife and 
friends he efcaped, and fled to Arragon^ his na- 
tive country, where he expelled to avail him- 
fclf of the rights and privileges of the Arrago- 
nians. Philip no fooner heard of his efcape, 
than he difpatched certain officers after him^ 
who overtook him in the town of Calataiudc i 
and having forced him from a monaftery* 
where he had taken refuge, conduced him tQ 
Saragofla* When he arrived in that city^ 
he appealed, to the Juftiza, to whom, according . 
to a fundamental law of the conftitutioii, an 
a|fpeal was competent from every other judge 
whether civil or ecclefiaftical. 

By the Juftiza, Perez was lodged in the ftate 
prifon, called the Manifeftation, to remain 
there till his caufe fhould be tried. But al- 
though no perfon could legally enter this pri*- 
fon, without the fpecial permiffion of the 
Juftiza^ the marquis of Almenar, the king*s 
attorney for Arragon, broke into it ;with a body 
of armed men, and carried off Perez to the 
prifon of the Inquifition. The people, who 
had ever been accuftomed to hold the perfoa 
and authority of the Juftiza in the higheft ve- 
peration, were inflaa)ed with rage at this in- 
5 dignity^ 
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B o Q ic dignity, and having nfcn tumultuoufly, they 
1^-^^ reicued Perez from the inquilitors, iurroundcd 
'^5*- ihc niarquis of Almcnar, and after reviling him 
as tfaitor to the liberty of his country,; mal- 
treated him in fuch a manner that he c&ed foon 
afterwards of his wounds. 

Per^z was again lodged in the prifbn of 
ftate, and remained there for federal months, 
during which time the governor, or viceroy, 
ordered thirteen of the principal lawyers of Sa- 
ragofTa, to examine whether the caufc belonged 
more properly to the Juftiza, or to the court 
of inquifition. After long deliberation they 
declared, that it would be' a violation of the 
liberties of Arragon, if Perez were tried by 
any other judge than the Juftiza ; but after-^ 
wards, being cither corrupted or intimidated, 
they reverfed this fentcnce, under the pretence 
of the prifoner's having held a fecret corrc-r 
Ipondence with the king of France, a heretic, 
and pronounced that; it belonged to ;he inqui- 
fition to take cogniflnce of his payfe, 

Tijp Juftiza p^id no regard tq this opinion 
of the lawyers, but perfifted in defending the 
privileges of his office, and in refufing to de- 
liver up the prifoner. The viceroy had reqourfc 
to force) and having drawn together a great 
pumber of the familiars of the inquifition, he 

brok? 
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broke dptti xhid ftate prilbn, loaded Perez vnth * J^^^^ ^ 
chains, and was carrying him off in a fort of ^ 
triumph; when the people arofc a fecond time, 
and fet hirii at liberty. He immediatdy left 
the town, and made his. efcape into Franofe* 
where he gave ufeful information to the king 
with regard to the dellgns and meafures of the 
court of Spain, 

PffiLip in the mean time refolded not touc-^ 
gle6t the opportunity which this fedition df the* 
Arragonians afforded him, to ihew how Uttle 
he regarded thofe right and privileges of which^ 
they had (hewn themfelves fo tenacious. Hav- 
ing formed an army of the troops which were 
quartered in different parts of Caftile, he gave 
the command of it to Alphonfo Vargas, with 
inftrudions to march to Saragoffa with the ut- 
moft expedition ; and to prevent the Arrago- 
nians from preparing for rcfiftance, he gave 
but that this army Was- intended to alfift the 
catholics in France. The Arragonians how- 
ever Raving received . certain intelligence of his 
dcfign, began to prepare: :for their defence, 
Lanufa, the Jufti^a, having convened the prin- 
cipal nnhaLiftahts, and read to them ^ fuhda« 
mental law of their conftitsatkitO» by which it is 
declared, that they have. a. right to oppofe by 
force the entrance of foreign troops into Arra- 
gon, even though the king himfelf jQiould lead 

them. 
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BOOK Cherrii k was decfecd with unanimous conlent^ 
V. ^y ' .^ that conformably to this law they ihould take 
;*«»• yp j^rnis on the prcfent occafion, to prevent 
the entrance of the Caftilians under Vargas. 

Intimation of this decree was fent to the 
other cities of the province, and the inhabitants 
of Saragofla repaired in great numbers to the 
ftandard of liberty that was erefted. But they 
had no leader of fufficient capacity to conduit 
them> and there was no time for the people in 
other places to come to their afliftance* Var- 
gas having airived much fooner than they ex- 
pected, they were overwhelmed with terror^ 
and threw down dieir arms. 

The joftixa Vargas entered the city without oppofition^ 
fttttJdcath. and caft fuch of their leaders as had not made 
their efcape into prifen. Among thefe were 
ihc duke de Villa Hentiofa, the count of Aran- 
da^ and the Juftiza. The two firfl: he fent pri- 
foners to Madrid, but he put the Juftiza pub- 
licly to death without either trial or fentence^ 
.and then confifEated his efiefts, and levelled 
his houfes with the grouhd ; ordering procla- 
macbn to be made in the city, that fuch fhould 
1)6 the punifliment of all thofe who, like La- 
(iiife, ihould adventure to difpute the authority 
tjf the king. 

Th5 
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Ttt£ pe^^e h^id this infulting proclaims book 
tion with unfpeakable grief and indignations \ ^' ^ 
but they were obliged to lament in fccret the '^^ 
ruin of thofe invaluable rights which they Were 
unable to defend.^ The palace of the inquifi- 
tion was fortified, that it might ferve the puf* 
pofe of a citadel ; and a ftrong body of Cafti- 
lian troops were quartered there and- in the 
town, where they remained till the minds of the 
citizens were thoroughly fubdiied. Philip 
thought it unfieceffary to abolifh formally their 
conftitutlon of government, as he had giveh 
them fufficient probf how infignificant they 
would find it, if they Ihould ever truft to it ai^ 
a barriet- agaittft the encit>achments o( the reigal 
power. 

While this tranfaftion pafled in Spain, the skkoefiof 
duke of I*armd h^ returned from France to the {?*^ "^ 
Nerfiertahds, arid from thence the bad 6Mt of 
his health h&d lifiade it 'neceflary for him to g<i 
once more td di^ink the wattrfe ^i Spa. Ih the * 
time o( his French expedition, many of the 
troops which he had left behind hifn had mu- 
tinied; and on his return from Spa, he had 
the mortificatidn to find, that prince Maurice 
had fbbdued the two important towns of Stecn^ 
wich and Cdvierden> although the former of 
thefe pla(ies had been fortifi^ in the ih*ongeft 
manner, and was defended by i brave and de^ 

termined 
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termincd garrifon of one thouTand fix hundred 
men. 

The dukc*s chagrin at thcfc events, contri* 
butcd to quicken the progrefs of his difeale, 
which having baffled the power of medicine, 
had now reduced him fo low, that finding 
himfcif tinable to fulfil the duties of his office, 
he had applied to the king for liberty to retire. 

HitacaUi» But Philip believing that no other perfon 
was fo able to bring his fchemes in France to 
the defired iflbe, refufed to grant his requeft ; 
and when he fignified his refufal> fent him in- 
ftruftlons to return as foon as poflible to the 
afliftance of the League* The duke would not 
defert a ftation which he had filled with fb mucli 
honour, and refolved to ftruggle with his dif- 
temper to the laft. Having by new^ levies fup* 
plied fome of the vacancies in his army, he 
went^ on the 29th of Odtober, to Arras> and 
there applied with his wonted ailiduity to haften 
the neceflary preparations for his expedition. 
The ftrength of his mind counterbalanced for 
(everal weeks the weaknefs of his body. From 
the vigour which he difplayed, thofe about him 
^poQceived hopes that his death was ftill at a 
confiderable diftance. But on the third of De- 
jpember» immediately after figning. fome dif- 
fkatches whi^h had been prepared for his fub^ 

fcripfion. 
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jtfiption, he expired in the forty-fcventh year ^i^n'^ 
of his age, and the fourteenth of his govern- %- -^^^^ 
ment of the Netherlands* '^^** 

In this manner died Alexander Farnefe, mdchartc. 
duke of Parma, who claims our admiration, 
no lefs for his political wifdom and fagacity, 
than on account of thofe more fplendid mili- 
tary talents which have procured him fuch dif- 
tinguiihed renown. It was by his prudence, 
moderation, 'and addrcfs, more than by the 
force of armsj that he re-united fo great a pare 
of the Netherlands to the Spanifh monarchy; 
and if Philip had paid the fame regard to his 
opinion on all occafions, which he did on fome, 
it is probable that the United Provinces woul4 
have been compelled to return to their allegi* 
ance. England might in that cafe have been 
fubduedi and France might have been fwal- 
lowed up by the exorbitant power of Spain, 
Though it was happy for Europe that Philip, 
blinded by flattery and ambition, refufed to 
liften to the counfels that were offered him, yet 
we muft admire that fupcrior fagacity and pc-. 
nctration by which they were fuggefted. 

The duke of Parma in his youth gave no 
indications of thofe extraordinary qualities with 
which nature had endowed him, and men were 
even diipofed to think unfavourably of his un- 

Vol. III. Q^ derftanding; 
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* xxii^ derftanding ; but in the war with the Turks, 
^— n^ — ' in which he fervcd under John of Auftria, the 
'^** flame of his genius broke forth, and burnt af- 
terwards through the whole of his life with un- 
abating fplendor. His perfon was graceful, 
his eyes lively and penetrating, his manner 
courteous, his addrefs infinuating, and his tem* 
per generous and humane^ 

His vices, fays a refpedable Dutch writer \ 
were thofc of the age in which he lived; 
or pf the court in which he had been edu« 
cated; but what thefe vices were, neither 
this, nor any other hiftorian has informed us. 
He appears not to have poflefTed that winning 
fimplicity of manners, that perfeft ingenuity 
and candour, by which his great rival for mi- 
litary fame, the French monarch, was fo emi- 
nently difl:inguifhed ; yet the proteftant, as 
well as popifh hiftorians acknowledge, that as 
he was dutiful and faiffiful to his prince, fb 
he maintained the moft inviolable fidelity in all 
his engagements with the people of the Nether- 
lands who fubmitted to his arms. 

* Grodas. 
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FTE R the death of the duke of Parma, book 

Philip committed the government of the u— ^^..J.^ 
Netherlands to count Peter Erneft of Manf- cou«^* 
veldt, whom he ordered to fend an army, Manfveiat 
without delay, under the command of his fon 
count Charlesj to the afliftance of the League* 
In obedience to this order, Charles immediate* 
I7 began his march with fix thoufand foot and 
one thoufand horfe, which was the grcateft 
number of troops that could be fpared from 
the defence of the Netherlands. Thefe troops, 
when joined ty thofc of the duke de Mayenne, 
conipofed an army of fifteen thoufand foot 
and three thoufand horfe, of which the duke 
was invefted wi^ the chief command. 

CL2 ' Hn 
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BOOK He began his operations with the fiegc of 

c ^-' 9 Noyon, in which he exerted himfelf with ex- 

sitllVi traordinary vigour, and compelled the garri- 

Noyon. ^^^^ ^^ furrendcf, before the king could arrive 

to their relief. From Noyon the troops were 

led into Lower Picardy, where fome inconfi- 

derable places were reduced. But foon after 

thisTuccefs, count Manfveldt with the Spanifli 

army returned to the Netherlands; and the 

operations of war were interrupted by certain 

political negociations, from which Philip ex- 

pefted to derive greater advantage than from 

the progrefs of his arms, 

Cmivention Having, during fcvcral years, wafted the 
of the ^"*" blood and trealure of his fubjcfts, in fomenting 
i^eagike. |.]^g ^g^j. j^ France, in expeftation of fome fa- 
vourable opportunity of feizing upon the crown, 
his patience had been for fome time paft ex- 
haufted J and he had refolved to make trial, 
whether it was pradticable to realife thofe allur- 
ing hopes by which he had fo long been a6tu- 
ated. With this view his minifters had repeat- 
-edly requefted the duke of Mayenne to fum- 
mon an aflembly of the States of the League, 
that it might be known what catholic prince 
they inclined to choofe for their fovereign. 
Mayenne ftill cheri(h6d the hopes of attaining 
the fovereignty himfelf, in fome future more 
favourable crifis ; and he abhorred the thoughts 
,6 of 
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of having the French natibn fubjefted to the ®^^ ^ 
dominion of Spain. Influenced by thefc mo- * — v— -^ 
tives, he had on different pretences declined for '^^^' 
feveral months complying with Philip's requefti 
but finding that he would not be diverted from 
his purpofe, the duke had yielded to his impor- 
tunity, and as lieutenant-general of the king- 
dom, had iflued a fummons for the States to 
meet at Paris on the twenty-fixth of January 
one thoufand five hundred and ninety-three. 
Philip fent the duke of Feria, and Mendoza,' 
an eminent Spanifh lawyer, to this aflcmbly ; 
and he fondly imagined, that by their influ- 
ence, and that of the cardinal of Piacenza, the 
pope's legate, a majority of the deputies might 
be perfuaded to abrogate the Salic law, and 
to place his daughter Ifabella on the throne. 

But it foon appeared how much his mini- Difcovery 
fters in France had deceived him, and been tiewi!''^* 
themfelves deceived. Neither the money which 
he had fecretly beftowed to increafe the num- 
ber of his partizans, nor the armies which he 
had employed at fo great an expence in their 
behalf, had produced in any confiderable de- 
gree the cfitfts which h? expefted. Some of 
the grcateft bigots in the party, and fome of 
the lowefl: of the people, had given credit to 
his profeflions of zeal for religion ; even the 
eyes of thefe men were now opened, and they 
0^3 perceived 
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BOOK perceived how little they had been indebted to 
s V ' ■» the friendfhip of a prince, who now d;fcover- 
'*'^' ed, that his principal defign in aflifting them 
againft their enemies, had been to take advan- 
tage of their diftrefs, and to reduce them to 
the unhappy condition of a province of Spain. 
For.it was in this light they confidered his pro- 
pofal ', and were no lefs alarmed at his de- 
mand of their crown for Ifabella, than if he had 
demanded it for himfelf. In thefc fentiments 
the deputies were fccretly confirmed by May- 
cnne. But as both he and they were confci- 
ous that they were utterly unable to contend 
with Henry, if Philip fhould forfake them, 
they ftudied to conceal their averfion to his 
propofal. They neither agreed to it, nor re- 
jcded it; but cxpreffed their folicitude with 
regard to the perfon whom the catholic king 
fhouM make cihoice of for his daughter's huf- 
band; and infilled, that, in the event of her 
ele£bion,lhe (hould not be married to any foreign' 
jprince. 

The Spanifli minifters informed them, that 
their matter had indeed deligned to give her in 
marriage to Erneft archduke of Auftria i but 
fince it was not agreeable to the States^ he was 
willing to beftow her upon the duke of Guife* 
The duke de Maycnne did not expcft this con- 
<efllon, and wa; greatly difconcerted when the 

Spanilh 
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Spaniih minifters produced inftruftions, em- 
powering them to make it. He was ftung with 
the preference which was given to his nephew '*•* 
before his fon ; and he now fecretly refolved 
to obftrudt the election of Ifabella^ to -the yt* 
moft of his power. Finding it neceflaiy how- 
ever to difguife his fentiments^ he affeAed to 
b; highly pleafed with the propofal ; but al- 
leged that a regard to the honour-of his catho* 
lie majefty^ as well as to the fafety of the duke 
of Guife, required that the eleftion of Ifabella 
fliould be deferred till an army was affembled, 
fufficient to overpower her enemies^ and to Bx 
fier upon the throne. At prefent there was no 
army in France able to contend with the king 
of Navarre, and a confiderable time muft elapfe 
before fo great a force as was neceflary could 
be raifed. The Spanifh minifters were fenfible 
of the ftrength of this objeftion; they likewifc 
knew that, without the afliftance of Mayenne, 
they could not perfuade the States to proceed 
to the election; and therefore, without great 
oppolition, they agreed to a delay. In this 
manner did the duke de Mayenne, influenced 
partly by ambition, and partly by concern for 
the freedom and independence of the kingdom, . 
difappoint for the prefent Philip's plan to en- 
flave it ; and other events afterwards happened, 
which would have rendered it impoffible, even 
0.4 for 
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^xxm^ for Maycnne himfelfi had he been fb inclined, 
ii-^'y^ - . ' -j to carry it into execution. 

«S9S* 

The king of France, who knew the purpofe 
r*b«c«^' for which the States had been convened, though 
Jj^l*?^®^* he was in a great meafure ignorant of May- 
cnnc's views, dreaded violently his concurring 
with the Spaniards; and felt great anxiety with 
refpcft to the confequcnces which might follow. 
For Philip, he believed, would reigard an^lcc* 
tion nnade by the States of the League, though 
only a fmall part of the kingdom, as a fuffi- 
cient foundation for his daughter's claim, and 
would employ all his power to fupport it, 
whatever prejudice might thence arife to hi§ 
affairs in the Netherlands. On the firft open- 
ing of the aflcmbly, Henry publiihed an edift, 
declaring it to be illegal. And he gave per- 
mifHon, at the fame time, to ^he catholic lords 
of his party, to enter into a conference with 
thofe of the League j intending to prevent the 
States from proceeding to extremities, by af- 
. fording them the profpedt of his ipeedy conr 
verfion tq the poplih faith. 

This expedient was in fome meafure attendr 
cd with the defired effedt. The nobility of the 
League, difquieted with the apprehenfioris of 
^)eing reduced under 'the donainion pf Spain* 

and 
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and confcious, that, if Philip (hould abandon book 
them, they muft foon yield to the king's vie- v ^ l^ 
torious arms, were thrown into extreme per- '^^^^ 
plexity 5 and many of them fliewcd that no- 
thing was wanting but Henry's converlion, to 
determine them to acknowledge his authority. 
This condition however was ftill as necQfiary 
as ever. From the long continuance of the 
war, their religious prejudices were become 
Unconquerable. With thefe their fenfe of ho- 
nour and confiftency confpired, and their re- 
gard to'an oath which they had fworn, never 
to acknowledge an heretical prince for their 
fovereign. They were confirmed in their re- 
folution, by the pope's legate, and by the arch- 
bifhop of Lyons, and other partizans of Spain; 
and were ftill as much determined as ever to 
adhere to their engagements, without regard to 
any inconveniencies or dangers, to which they 
might thereby be expofed. 

While the delay of the king's converfion 
proved an infurmountable objection againft 
him with the members of the League, it gave 
the moft fenfible uneafmefs to fuch of the car 
tholics as had efpoufed his caufe. They had 
been induced to remain with him, after the 
death of the late king, by his promife of em- 
bracing their religion. They had often urged 
him to fulfil thi^ promifp. Amidft the hurry 

of 
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BOOK of arms, he found it cafy to employ excufes, 
^mm^^lmj with which they had hitherto beeix fatislied. 
^^^' But their patience was now exhauftcd. They 
entertained fui|5icions that he had dealt infin- 
cercly with them. Though brave and warlike, 
they were fick of the hardfhips and fatigues of 
war ; and they began to hold conferences to- 
gether, on the fubjedt of transferring their al- 
legiance to Henry's coufin, the cardinal of 
Bourbon. Henry perceived that the critical 
period was now come, when he rtuft refolvc 
either to change his religidn, or to forego the 
crown, and expofe himfelf and his proteftant 
fubjefts to the fury and vengeance of all the 
catholics in France, fupported by his inveterate 
enemy the king of Spain. Even 'fome of the 
proteftant leaders were fb candid as to acknow- 
ledge, that, without embracing the catholic 
, faith, he would never be able to preferve poflTef- 
fion of tjie throne ; and they exhorted him to 
embrace it, if his confcience would permit, as 
the only means by which they, as well as bis 
other fubjefts, could be faved from ruin. 

Never was' an ingenious prince placed in a 
more diftrefsful fituation. And never was a 
yirtuous mind aflailed by temptations more al- 
luring. For he ^as not impelled only by am- 
, bition, or the defire of fecuring a great and 
-■ mighty monarchy* to himfelf and his pofterity. 

The 
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The defire*of delivering his people from cala- 
mitiesy which were become ^intolerable, fco- *l u If 
operated with his ambition, and both together '593- 
put his integrity to the fcvereft trial. 

Without any longer delay, he invited the 
catholic divines throughout his kingdom, to 
come and inftruft him in the principles of their 
religion; and having heard them difcourle 
concerning feveral of the points in dilpute 
between the proteftants and them, he declared 
himfelf entirely fatisfied with their arguments, 
and foon afterwards went to mafs in the church 
of St. Dennis, where he read aloud his con- 
feflion of the catholic faith, and promifed to 
maintain and defend it, againft whatever at- 
tempts might be made for its fubverfion. 

Henry's conduct on this occafion was very 
difFerently interpreted by his cotemporaries, 
according as they ftood well or ill affeded to 
his perfon, or to the religion which he had 
embraced. It was alleged by fome, that he 
had given a convincing proof of his indiffe- 
rence with regard to all religion, and that his 
converfion could be confidered in no other light, 
but as hypocrify and grimace. But others 
more juftly obferved, that if Henry had been 
capable of fo great infincerity as his enemies 
afcribed to him, he would have liflened to his 
2 , intereft 
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intereft at a much earlier period, and not have 
fb long cxpofed himfelf to the danger of being 
for ever excluded from the throne. That no 
other fatisfa&ory account could be given of 
his delay, but the fcruples with which his re- 
gard to trut^ and his fenfe of honour had in- 
spired him. That it was not furprifing, that 
a prince who had pafled his life amidft the tu- 
mults of war, fhould have been but very im- 
perfeftly acquainted with the niceties of theo- 
logical difputes ; or that his opinions in matters 
of fuch difficult decifion, ihould have been 
gradually bent to a compliance with fo great an 
intereft as he had at ftakc, And confidering 
how candid and fincere he had ever fhewn him- 
felf in all his conduit, it might juftly be fup- 
poled that he had ft ill preferved his integrity, 
and that his religious fentiments had in reality 
undergone that change which he now expreflcd 
with fo much feeming ferioufneft and iblcn^* 
nity. 

Whatever were the real motives of Henry's 
conduft, it diffufed a general joy and fatis- 
faftion among his fubjeds. Worn out with 
the miferies of fo long a war, they exulted at 
the profpeft of peace, though ftill at fomc 
diftance, and being now freed from the fafci- 
^nation of their religious prejudices, they /Cpuld 
perceive and admire thofe illuflrious virtues in 

the 
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the ch^raftcr of their fovcrcign, by which he book 
was fo highly qualified to make them happy. 






The Spanifh miniilers^ on the other hand, 
the cardinal legate, and the duke de Mayenne, 
were greatly alarmed at this event, and ftill 
more when they obferved the receptiort which 
the news of it met with among the people. 
They reprefented it as a political device, in- 
tended to prevent the eleftion of a catholic 
prince. They perfuaded a great number of 
their adherents to fwear that they would not 
acknowledge Henry for king, unlefs his con- 
verfion were ratified by the pope; and at the 
fame time they employed all their influence at 
the court of Rome, to difluade the pope from 
granting him an abfolution. 

Philip was not. difcouraged from the pro- phiiipdiii 
fecution of his fcheme, either by the oppo- ht^ul.** 
fition which it had. received from the States of 
the League, or by the converfion of the king. 
He became fenfible however of his error in 
pitching on the duke of Guife (a young noble- 
man indeed of great merit and moderation, 
but poflTcffed of little power or influence) for 
his daughter's partner in the throne. This 
error he corrected, and ordered his minifters to 
acquaint the duke de Mayenne, that he was 
now determined to give the preference to bis 

fon. 
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BOOK fon. In coafequence of this declaration^ a ne* 
^- y 'j gociation which Maycnnc had begun for rccon- 
»5>3» oiling himfelf to the king, was broken oiF. 
That powerful leader and the Spaniards were 
henceforth on more amicable terms j and there 
was no longer any reafon to doubt, that in 
future he would exert himfelf with vigour in 
promoting their defigns *. 

utateofkit S^'T ^^^^^ ^^ much lefs probability at the 
■^*"»' prefent than any former period, that thefe de- 
figns would ever be accomplifhed. Philip had 
no general after the duke of Parma's death, 
qualified to enter the lifts with the king of 
France. His treafury was exhaufted, and even 
his credit was reduced fo low, that the Gchocfe, 
and other Italian merchants, from whom he 
had already borrowed feveralmillions of money, 
refufed to lend him any more. His com- 
manders in the Netherlands had not been able 
to make the neceflary levies. His troops diere 
were fewer in number than they had ever been 
fince the commencement of the war j and yet 
fo great arrears were due to them, that the 
officers found it impracticable to maintain their 
authority. The greateft part of the Spanifli 
Ibldiers in the Low-Countries had, upon their 
return from France, forfaken their ftandardsj 

• D'AviU»^ lib. xiY. Thttuiai«.lib.^«vi, cviU 

and 



PHILIP II. KING O^ SPAIN. 239 

and having^ eleded officers, and a commander ^^^^ 
in chief from among themfelvesi they had ^^^^mj 
begun to exercife the moft oppreffive rapacity '^'^ 
upon the inhabitants of the Ibuthern provinces* 

The example of the Spaniards was quickly 
folloivred by the Italians and Walloons. The 
people in the open country were plundered in 
the moft unmerciful manner. Thole dreadful 
fccncs of devaftation were renewed, which had 
been afted after the death of Requefens j and 
the Flemings had never fufFered fo much from 
thf^ enemy, as they now fuiFered from troops 
engaged to proteft and defend them. 

Prin c£ Maurice in the mean time exerted Siege of 
all his wonted adtivity to improve the advan- berg. 
tage which thefe diforders afforded him, for 
extending the territories of the States. There 
was no town which the confederates were more 
deiirpus of acquiring than Gertrudenberg ; 
^rhich, as it lies nearer them than Breda, fub- 
jedbed them to perpetual anxiety for the prc- 
fervadon of that important city s befides giving 
annoyance to their inland trade, and furnijfh- 
ing the Spaniards with an eafy entrance into 
JElolland, 

During the winter, Maurice had made dili- 
gent preparation for the fiege of this place $ 

and 
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» xx?ii^ ^"^ ^^^^^ tn' the'fprmgV 'he was ready* t6 take 

^— ^r— ^ the field with iuch aii army as he judged *fuf- 

'^^^' ficient to infure fuccefs. In order to preyent 

the enemy' ^^om* lufpecflipg'* his defign^Tie di- 

refted^ .h1§'marcti tirft to^^afds Sluys ^rid "Dun- 

kirk ] '' afterwardi- xq- Bbf& ' le- Due and- Grave ; 

^dri^^whctt try theffe feints he-had inducctf count 

'Mahfveldt "to divide liis forces, hc'turtied^d- 

"^crily to Gertriidenbcrg. " "* - 

MANsV^LDt, atlxious to avoid the repirqach 
to which the lofs of a place of fo great conft-^ 
quence would expofe him, drew' together all 
the forces which could be fpared from thcgar- 
rifons of the other towns, with an intention to 
attempt to raife the fiege. Prinqe I^auriqe 
e?^pe6ted this, and condiifted his ope^tijpns 
with the utmoft celerity. Not only his pioneers, 
amounting to three thoufand, but a great aum* 
ber Vof .his troops were employed day and 
night in fortifying his camp, both on the fide 
towards the town, to prevent* thei eruptions of 
the.garrifon, and on tJiQ fide towards the.ccmn- 
vtrjr.. /An4 not fatisfied with tbisi he. broke 
^dowj3^ .tjjfi". fUke of the river, and laid a great 
part' of the adjacent cpun try undei water* 
After which, having approached the town* as 
ufual by: trendies, he opened batteries agalnft 
. it*ardi1ffererit places; knd kept up a con^thual 
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'fire up6n it from his fleets on the fide towards '^^JL* 
thenver\ 



TuMr garrifon> Oonfiiling of Burguiidians and 
WaUoofis^ made a brave and vigorous refift-'^ 
ance^ and thereby gave count Manfveldc time 
to advance to theit relief. The count's army 
amounted to rhore than double the number of 
Ihe beliegers ; and he attacked their intrench^ 
meats in different places^ where the inundation 
{)ennitted his approach. Biit Maurice had 
conftru^ted hi$ works with fo much art> and 
ftrengdiened them in fuch a manner with fort& 
and red^ubtSi at proper diftances> that all 
count ManiVcldt's attempts proved ineffe^al; 
The count's quarters were at the fame time 
greatly ftraitened by the garrifon of Bredai 
wluch fallied out upon himi and made confi-^ 
derable flaughter among his troops^ He found 
it necefTary to retire, and Gertrudenberg food 
afterwards capitulated. In the garrifon there 
were Icvcral of chofe foldiers, who fi^me years 
befwc had fold the town to the Spani^s.' 
Thefe men fuifered the punifhment dtte to thcii 
treachery, but all the refl^ and the inhabitants 
of the place, received the moft advantageous 
and honourable termsJ 

^ The Maefe at Gertrttdenberg h moff fwopert/ a 
braflch of the fea thaa a riverg and admits of the largeft 

VoL^ IlL R Cowt 
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^xxm!^ ' Count Msvnfvddt had, , in order to retrieve 
his honour, by making repiifals upon .tsfec^ciiCr 
my, led his army from Gcrtrudcnberg, to in- 
veft an important fort bdongiag.tO'tlKicorifc- 
deratsbs^ c^cd Crev^ccur. l^tji; |hi§. fttwmpt 
iikcwifc vas fruftr^ed by the celerity of Ma.u- 
ricef. who arrived before' the count's Une$ wer^ 
finifl^edi got between him and the forty and 
^ot^ greatly inferior in nttoiper,; obliged hjxt^' 
quickly to raife the fiegc^ 

PyjiiN.c the reft of the campaign,: Manf- 
veldt ^ed on the defenfivej and no odier 
rvent Happened in the Netherlands^ this year^ 
that dfifcrve$ to be recorded ^ , 

Eriieft«rch. , Althouqh Philip Jiad,, aft^j die death- of 

ftria,Govcr- the dufcc of Parma, committed the govern-* 

Nethcil * ment to count Manfveldt,. he had', from thfa 

iind.. gj.^ intended that the count fliould* refign it 

into the hands of Erneft archduke of Auftriav 

1594. This prince arrived in the beginning of the 

theyear one thouland five hundred Jjnd ninety- 

four at Bruffels, and was received therewith 

ev^ry mark of joy ^nd fatisfadbn.. He/wa& 

a prince of a modeil and gentle diipofitioni, 

but he poflefled not the capacity and. vigour 

-rcquifite in the prefent critical fituation of af- 

< BcntivoglioandGrotiuSy lib^ii!* 
... fairs^ 
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fairis* Confciovis of his want of military talents, * x^i^ 
he fondly flattered himfelf with the hopes of w—>/-i.^ 
prevailing on the rerolted provinces to return '^'** 
to th^ir allegiande by argument and perfuafion. 
And with this view he fent an invitation to the 
States to appoint ambafla^ors to treat with him 
colUierning peaces fiut • the States rejefted his 
invitation, and accompanied their refufal with 
declaring, " That as from experience they 
could not repolc any confidence in the king of 
Spain^ fo they would never enter into any 
treaty of reconcilement with him ; but would 
maintain their liberty to the lafti and lay dowri 
their lives fooner than fubmit to that intoler>abl^ 
yoke from which they had been fo happily deli-* 
Vered*** 

It it IS truc> as the Dutch hiftorians relate, 
that two murderers were detected at this time, 
Whpm the Spaniili rifunifters had. employed 
to aflafllnate prince Maurice^ it will not appear 
furpriling that this declaration of the States 
(iiQuld have contained expreffions of refent- 
inent j efpecially ai they were now in z much 
more flourilhing condition than before> and 
had much lefs reafon than at any former period 
to dread the power of Spain4 Fol* Philip^ they 
knew, Was ftill more intent on acquiring the 
Crown of France, than on recovering his he-* 
rcditary dominions; and was likely to wafte 
R a his 
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his ftrength in that chimerical attempt^ before 
he could be made fenfible of his fblly. 

The, fituation of affairs in that kingdom be* 
came daily more unfavourable to his views; 
and the king's, converfion foon produced the 
happy cffciSts which were expefted to arifc 
from it. 



Wife tnd 
generout 
€mndo£Jtoi 
the king. 



The citizens of Meaux were the firft who 
fent him a tender of their fubmiffion ; not long 
afterwards, the Parifians opened their gates to 
receive him j and the example of the metro- 
polis, which had ever been the chief ftrength 
of the League, was quickly followed by Rouen, 
Lyons, and almoft all the other great towns in 
the kingdom. Henry's condud was admira- 
bly calculated to promote that affeftionate a€al 
of his fubjefts, of which he received at this 
time fo many ftriking proofs. For feveral 
years he had fuffcred from them the.rnoff crueL 
injuries and afixonts; but his vgene^ous Spirit, 
fuperior to rcfcntmcnt, abhoi^red the 'thought of 
.punifhing thofe who were wiJUing to lay down 
their arms, and he received\the' fubmiffion of 
his moft inveterate enemies^; v^ith a degrcid of* 
goodnefs and condefcenfron, : which, while te' 
won /i^f/r hearts, detcrmihtd : many dthers to 
imitate their example. » . , . . ^ 



He 
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He granted to all who fubmitted to him, ^^^,^ 
the moft favourable terms -, confirmed their w-^»^-j 
privileges, as if they had done nothing to for- '*^*' 
feit them -, adhered with inviolable fidelity to 
bis engagements -, and publifiied an edifb of 
general indemnity, in order to fet the minds of 
the. people every where at eafe, and to convince 
them that it would be their fault, and not his, 
if the public tranquillity were not fpeedily re- 
ftored. 

By thefe meafurcs, which were equally pru- 
dent and magnaniitious, the ftrength of the 
League was reduced fo low, that Philip and the 
duke of Mayenne might have eafily perceived 
the vanity of their defigns. 

It can hardly be imagined, that either the ^olil«for 
ortc.or the other could any longer ferioufly en- g|^^|[^^**"« 
tcrtain the hopes of fuccefs. But Mayenne 
was fo deeply engaged with the Spaniards, that 
he-fcrt^Me not hoW to extricate himfelf with ho- 
nour ; especially as he hwl folemnly fworn, with 
many others of his pvty, that he would never 
acknowledge Henry for his fovereign, till he 
Ihould receive abfolution from the pope. And 
though Philip could not now bcfo cfiimcrical, as 
to e?cpc6l fo procure the crqwn for Ifabella, yei; 
he could not overcome that implacably h^tredy 
with which he had long been ^imat^d againft 
R ^ tlTe 
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BOOR the French monarch, in whom (judging of 

u>-^— Ir Henry from himfelf ) he expefted to find an ir* 

'J94» reconcileable ^nd mortal foe. Befides^he wa$ 

' not ignorant of the juftice of Henry's claim to 

the kingdom of Navarre^ which Ferdinand the 

catholic had wrefted from Henrjr^s anceftors by. 

fraud and viotencej and he could not doubt 

that this aftiye vitJtorious prince would, ai 

foon as his affuirs were fettled in France^ either 

attempt to recover his hereditary kingdom, or 

endeavour to procure a compenfation for it, 

by invading the Spani(h dominion's in the Ne- 

t;)icrlands, ^ 

. Moved by thefe confiderations, Philip re- 
folvcd to continue hi? hoftiliti^^,' knd byjcwn* 
ing his forces with thofe of the duke of May- 
enne, to make himfelf tnafter 6f as rtany tdi^rns 
as poffible on the eafttrn frontier- itfFifericte,' ' 

(ifgpofLa This refolution he com^funicated to the 
archduke Erneftf who, agreeably to'his •ili'» 
ftruftionsj, feht couni: Chstrk* of Manfvddt! 
car^y in die fpring to invade 'the province of 
Picardy, tyith in s^rmy of "between eleven and 
twdve thoufand men, ' The count laidfiege to 
the town of La Capelle • and as' he* attacked i? 
<inf xpeAedly;^ h? foon obliged the garrifon W 

5th May. sapitulJite, 
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1*HE king had ftt ow from iPjfris as focyn as ^xxni*^ 
he received intefll^elice of the fiege, btit cduld v-. -w^ l i 
not -arrive in. time ^0 prevent the, ftirrender. sie^^tf 
Having Been joined on his march by the dukes 
De Nevers and BouiHon-^ and finding Mmfelf 
at the head of a confideraWe army % he re- 
folved to undertake fome important enterprise, 
by which he might be compenfatcd for the lols 
of La Capelle; Oilc of the moft confiderable 
towns in that part bf tTie kingdom was Laon, 
a place of great ^tent^ ftfoftgly fortified,' and 
well provided <vith fevery thing neceflkry to fuf-i 
tain a fiege* ' The garrifon, which was nut^ 
mefotis, was comniandcd by' De Boiirg, one 
of the braveft'offiwrs of the League ; and ihere 
was at that tiirie m the town, befidcs a great 
number of' other nobility, the count of So- 
merive, the duke ile M^yenne's fecondTon* 
Thefe confidcrations, far from difcouraging 
the king from befieging Laon, were the me^ 
tiveswhiiih determined hina toinveft it, and he 
carried on his operations againft it with Kii 
ttfual aftivky and vigilance* 

The befi^d gayc hin> all th^, annoyance 
and interriipoon in their power ; and in fome 
failles which they made^ before he had time 
to coyer hi^ troops, he loft ^lore than four 
hundred men^ But his anxiety with regard ta 

* Twelve ihoulaxid foot, and iwo thoufand horfe. 

R 4 the 
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^xxih/' the iifwe . i)f:. this . eQtcrpri&» . arofc pcincipaUy 
V V / frpm the ©cig^34»whood of the Spaniflx army^ 
'^'^* V^ijich WMviPkiod^^t this jtime by the duke dc 
l^ayenAffyjUfhep;^ FhUip* in order to pmrenc 
^Ipi ff<H^ ieot^ring^ iato an accoipoiodation 
?yfth; «h? Jhing> h^ .tatruftcd with, the chief 
?fln?iWft84-. L. . . . . . 

ifssrea«t V^Movs. motivc^ concurfcd on thisiKc^ot^ 
FiiBtonire to dctemfiinje Mayenne to cjfcn himfelf.with vk 
^'' gour. f-t^re wa^ much nccdof ibuic fplcndi4 
illAwce of fiu:c^fs to fupport |hp drooping 
fymt$ . of hi^^party* Laon "was the mpft copfi^ 
^rfible town which remained in his pofle(n<;m ; 
^^bf fides his Ion, aivd many of his faithful 
%^eticnts» he ^ad left his moft valuable eiFeds 
in it, as. in a plaqc where thcrp w^^ittje danr 
ger of their falling into the hands of' the cjitr 
my. lie loft no time in marching to its relief. 
Hi$ army confiftcd of nearly t:he fwie nujnbcr 
as' that'of the king, but being inferior in car 
yalry, h* fdund it neccflary 1:0 ^pproaeh the 
town dn ihat fide, on which there lay a wood 
or forcfty where the enemy's horfe could not 
be eafily etih^ldytdv, ' Httifry had penetrated 
ititd'hhK!kfign, kfl^ t9k€»po^ffifon of ihei^ood 
vrkh; a part df h\§ ^ troops. • Mayenne at firft 
obfi^tf 4h^lo i«tire$ ibut th« rbyatifts hav- 
ing immediately received a reinforcement, from 
the camp, returned to the charge, and ftood thpir . 
wiitjcul ground 
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ground for fome time widi grca^ bravery againl^ 
the Spanifli veterans. They would liave been 
con^elled however to gave way a fedond umcw 
if thr ^xjysd* cavalry, whkh Had advanced to 
theii^ N}ief, under the baron '> now maiihalde 
Biro)i» had not, Gonforn)iably t(» their valiant 
leader's example and command, difmoimted 
from their horfcs, and thrown themfelves into 
the front of theHAMle.*- The king himfelf foon 
altef'^ame up wlth-the "greateft part of his ar- 
ihyj and, if the ground had- permitted it, a 
general engagement would have ei^iued, but 
it allowed only of Hcirmiflies, which continued' 
with various fuccefs till the evening j whca 
Mayenne, dreading that the king might fend 
his cavalry to attack his rear, drew off his 
forces |6 a litde diftance from the wood. 

^^jHOVQH the nature ©f the ^un^ in this 
rencounter prevented the king frcHP availing 
himJfclf of the fuperiority of his cavalry^ y^t 
this fjjperiority proved afterwards of the great- 
eA ufe, Mayenne being obliged to bring his 
proyifions through an open country from places 
at die diftjincc of fevcral miles, the king fent 
out his hprfe in numerous bodies .to intercept 
his convoys; and, although the duke attempted 
(o bring them under a ftropg guard in the night, 

< Hia fatber had been lately killed at the fiege of 
8P«raay. ^ 

fpmctif^es 
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u. -^w another i yet fuch was the vigilance df the duke 
■^•♦^ de Longueville, and the mifihal dfe Bifidn, tx]l 
whom the king gavt the charge of mtercept-* 
iflg them, that almoftnoneof them were ful^r«^ 
ed to efcape*. Thefe bold adv€ntBro«i& lead^a 
were continually in motion. Ho guardi^ which 
Mayenne could fpare were able Cd withftand 
their vigorous attack, and his lirmy was at lacfl: 
reduced to ib gteat diftrefs, as made it necef^- 
fary for him to decamp* He ^as&nfiUe how 
difficult he mull find it to r^re in the face 
of a fuperior army % but if he remained any 
longer in his prefent fituation, his troops, he 
^r<i€ived, muft: cither perifli for want, or lay 
down their arms« 

Hitmafteriy The duke had hlthetto been unfortunate fn 
rtticau j^.g cnterprifes, and his misfortunes had contri- 
buted to obfcure his fame ; hut, on this OCCa- 
fion, he gave a confpicuous proof of confum- 
mate military fkill, as well as of the moft un- 
queftionable perfonal courage and refolutiom 
His troops, drawn up in the moft mafterly 
manner, were every where lb well prepared 
Co receive the enemy, that the king, who at- 
tacked him with his cavalry, as fboh as they 
began their march, found it utterly impracti- 
cable to penetrate their ranks, whitft Mayenne 
'' , himfelf marched on foot in the rear, fought otp 

5 fomc 



PHIlIp 11. KINS OF SPAIN, 551 

fome occafions as a cotnmon foldier, and by b o ic 
the gracefulners of his perfbn, added to the < m . ^ . j 
fortitude which he difplayed, commanded unU ^^^ . 
vcrfal admiration. In thiis ncianner he advan- 
ced flowly, tUl he reached a narrow defile, 
where he had planted fome bkf teries of cannon ; 
firom the dread of which, the king ordered his 
troops to hah, and fttffered the duke to purfue 
his march to La Fere without any faithef mo* 

HtKHY then rfcfumed his opeTarions before ^^ ^"'- 
the town. The -beficged, though deprived of "" ^^^ 
all hope$ of relief, perlfifted for fome time in 
their defence ) but at laft, finding then* num- 
|)€rs greatly diminiftied, they offered to fur- 
render on condiri6n that the gdrnfon and the 
cotmt of Somerive fliould ht allowed to march 
put with the honours of war 5 and to this con- 
dition die king readily confchted, from his de- 
fire of preyenting WoocHhed, and faring the 
fortifications of che town. The capitulation was 
figned on the twenty^fecond of July. The 
icrms of it were religioufly fulfilled; and Henry, 
far from dilcovering ill-humour or referitment 
for the oppofition which he had met \^ith, em- 
braced with pleafure the prefent opportunity of 
teftifying his efleciti for the duke de Mayenne, 
by fhewing . particular marks of reipedt and 
kindnef^ to his fon, 

§0 
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BOOK So mucli^ gpodnefs^ united with fo much 
% , ■ y. * heroifm an4 magnanimity, had chamis in the 
MmBcm ^y^s bf^Heniy^s enemies that were irrefxftible* 
i^Gi^!''* The redujalonof Laon, and his generous trcatr 
rncht of the ^ inhabitants and garrifon, were 
quickly fbllqwcd by the vQluntary furrcnder of 
Chateau-Thiery, Amiens, and Cambray. The 
duke of Lorrain, who from the beginning had 
given his afliftance to the League^ chofe now 
to be at peace with a prince, in whofc favour. 
fortune, an4'his own merits, had produced fo 
remarkable a revolution. And the duke of 
Guifc; whom the Spaniards h^d tantali;pcd with 
a glimpfc of royalty, but had afterwards ne- 
glefted, moved partly by this cohBderation, and 
partly by his admiration of the king, entered 
intp a treaty of reconciliation y^ith hiinj wd. 
having delivered to him the towns of RJtieims^ 
Vitry, Rocroix, and feveral other places iit 
Champaigne, he was rewarded by Henry with 
the government of Provence *. cm . 

Skgctff During the courfe qf thefe events^' fo^^* 

^2?" verfe,to Philip's views in France, prince .Mau- 

^"**' rice was eng^ed in the moft . important ^ntcr- 

prifc which he had hitherto undertaken, the 

fiege of .Groningcn. . That c^ty, though almoft 

• lyAviIa, lib XIV. Thuanos, lib. ci. Mcterco, lib, 
^ii, . BeftiivogliOraiHi. 1 594 r Solly's Memoirs, lib. vi. 

' ^* ' - fyrrpuiidc^ 
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furfoundcd with the territories of the States, ■ook 

XXIIL 

had been preferved till now in its allegiance < y » 
to Philip, by Verdugo, a Spanifh officer of *^^*^ 
great abilities, with whofe affiftance the catho^ 
lie part of t|ie inhabitants had beea able to 
keep the proteftants under fubjeftion.1 Jealous, 
however of their liberty, they had never con-^ 
Tented to admit any Spanifh garrifoh within ^ 
their walls, but three thoufand of the citizens 
trained to the ufe of arms had been inlifted in . 
the king's fervice for the defence of the town, 
while nine hundred of his foreign troops were 
permitted to take Up their quarters in the fub- 
urbs. 

Macrice had'long meditated the reduftion 
of Groningen, i>ot only becaufe it would be of 
itfelf ao/i acquificion of great value to the 
confederacy, but becaufe it was the oflly^ 
place/.of confequence in thofe parts under the^ 
Spanifh dominion, and furnifhed an eafy fen^^ 
trance to the Spaniards into the northern pro- 
vinces. Much pains had*i)eeh taken, and great 
exertidns made by Verdugo for its fecurity. 
Many bloody rencounters had paf&d betweca 
him and the forces of the States, in which, 
from the fmallnefs of his numbtrs, and not 
from the want either of bravery or condufb, he 
was generally unfuccefsful ; ^d Maurice, 
powerfully fcconded in all his operations by 

his 
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hi$. CQufm count William of Nafliu, had at 
length reduced Verdugp to the neceffity of 
'*^* quitting the province, and had niade him- 
felf mailer of aloipft every pafs by which the 
citizens could irec^ive afUftance or fupplies. 

They had not neglefted to inform the arch-* 
duke of the imminent danger to which they 
were expofed^ At their reqi^efti the emperor 
of Geraiany had tranfmitted to Philip a repre- 
fentation^ importing, that although they de- 
fired nothing fo much as to maintain theif 
allegiance, and had preferved it long amidil: 
much greater hardfhips and difficulties than 
any of his other fubje^s had endured, yet if 
the vtny were not immediately fent to their 
afiiitance, they would foon find it neceflary to 
open their gates to the enemy* Philip^ far 
from diicegarding their application, made them 
ikc mod gracious and flattering rj^ly^ and 
ieiiC orders to the archduke to poftpone every 
othar objeA in the Netherlands tx> the relief of 
Groniogen^ But the greateft part of his forces 
lyere at this time engaged in the war in Pi- 
Cfcdf 9 and the remainder having mutinied 
againft their officers, on account of their want 
of payy r^fvfed to obey the governor's com*- 
mindst 

<PRIN0S 
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Prikce Maurice therefore applied to the book. 
profecution of the fiege^ with very little appre* v_-,^ — ^ 
henfion of meeting with any interruption from V^^ 
the Spaniards, although^ agreeably to his ufual 
cautious, maxims, he fortified not only hi« 
quarters, but likewife the feveral paffes which 
Jed to them from the fouthern provinces. By 
beginning to open his trenches at a diftance 
from the town, the fiege was fomewhat retarded, 
but he tfiereby prevented the lols of men which 
would othcrwife have been ftifiained* On the 
third of June his batteries were unmalked, and 
foon afterwards all the outworks were laid in 
ruins. The bcfieged, alarmed with the rapi- 
dity of his progrefe, called the foreign troops^ 
trhich were quartered in the fuburbs, to their 
afliftance. The defence was condufted for fe- 
veral weeks with the highcft Ipirit-and intre- 
pidity, and much blood was fprit. But Mau- 
rice hayijafg blown up a ravelin^ which was one 
of the principal defence:^ of the place, the* 
courage of the inhabitants began to fail, and- 
there was nothing to be heard but complaintsr 
of the ingratitude of the king^ in thus aban- 
doninf( to their enterprifing; enemy ^ people fo^ 
4ij(linguiihed for their attachment and fidelity. ^ 

. Their phicf magiilrate,, Van Balen> who luii 
long Ibiten fe?retly averfe to the Spanifli govern- 
ment;^ improved with, g^reat dexterity the oppor- 
tunity 
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B a o K tunity which their prcfcnt temper afforded 
v*-^,^ him. He ftudied to confirm them in thcif 
^^^ fentiments of the king's ingratitude : he repre- 
fented to them the folly of flattering themfclves 
with the hopes of relief from a prince, who was 
more intent upon conquering the dominions of 
others, than providing for the fecurity of his 
own. He painted in ftrong colours the mi- 
feries which they muft fuffer, if either the fiegc 
were to be prolonged, or the town to be taken 
by afTauIt ; and by expatiating on the advan- 
tages which would accrue to them from acced- 
ing to the union of Utrecht ; he endeavoured 
to make them fenfible, that if freedom from 
a foreign yoke was an objeft to be dcfifed, it 
was infinitely more for their intereft to fubmit 
to the generous enemy, who now befieged 
them, than even to be delivered from the fiege. 

These exhortations made the defired im- 
preflion even upon the minds of ihofe who were 
moft attached to the catholic religion. That 
attachmeiu had been long their only tie to the 
Spanifli government; and it wasoverccHne at this 
time by their indignation on account of Philip's 
negligence in providing for their defence, jotefed 
to their dcfire of participating of that civil li- 
berty, which had proved the fource of fo much 
profperity and happmeis to the cOD&ddrated 
prgvinccsu 
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A DivifTkftos W the plifadpil inhabitants ^^mi?^ 
was fent to tfeat of a fiarrtftder Tatid the prince^ w ^ ^j 
without hefitataoh', granted- th'dlffi the moft ad-i Gfil^« 
vaacageou^ terms. The citjr o^rGWriingeii ^^"^^^^erS 
W3!$ ciedared txac be henceforth a inem&er of the 
union of Utrecht* Ali the ^ exemptions ^ ^ifd 
ancient privileges of the inhabitants wer<? am* 
firmed J the civil governmcBPt of ctie place was 
allowed to remain oft the iame footing 'as be^ 
fore, and liberty of conference ^s cftabliflic<H 
with this reftriftion, that no other religion biit 
the reformed flionld be publiiikljr exereifed; 
The citizens, on the other hamd, engaged .t6 
acknowledge the fupreme authority of the 
States 5 to fubmit to the general laws of the 
urtlon^ to contribute their fhare of the puWic 
C3q)ences 5 and to admit fuch a garrifon int6 
the town as the States fhould judge ncceffary 
for its fecurity. The foreign foldiers were per- 
mitted to depart with their amis and baggage. 
The capitulatibrt %as figned on the 23d of 
July; and on '^ the fariit day prince ' MauficJ 
thtcte3'*the town; '^ He Remained in h for fome 
time' tfn- certain ''artfcfes of Ore t'apiMation 
were executed,- after which, having ddnimitte J. 
fhr government to his kinfman> coufit WilliarA. 
ofKraifai/, he^fetoirf forthe'Ha^e*! ''"' ^ 

tius, lib, ill.. ^»r>*~hc ' * 

-..iTAi.. III. S Whiia 
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While Philip's power fufFered fo great a 
diminution in the northefn provinces, his af- 
fairs in Brabant were daily more and more' in- 
volved in diforder and confufion. The arch- 
duke had, with the utmolt difficulty, raifed 
money to fatisfy the Walloon and Spanifh mu- 
tineers J but no fooner had thefe men returned 
to their duty, than the Italians, to whom the 
fame arrears 'were due, refolved to employ the 
fame means to efFedtuate their payment. Many 
of the officers concurred with the private men 
in forming this refolution, and they put it in- 
ftantly in execution, by feizing on the town of 
Sichen, where a part of their number had been 
ftationed. They were joined by foldiers from 
all the garrifons in the neighbourhood, who 
continued flocking to them, till they amounted 
to two thoufand horfe and foot. 



The muti- 
jicers pro- 
tcfted by 
Maurice; 



Not fatisfiedwith laying the country round 
the town under contribution, they fpread them- 
felves over the province, made excurfions to 
the very gates of Bruffels, where the governor 
refided, and plundered the people with as tpuch 
cruelty as if they had been engaged in open 
war". The governor having tried the power qf 
perfuafion without efFe6t,^ refolved to employ 
force to ireduce them j and for this jpurpofe he 
fecit thaSpanifli troqps which he had lately pa- 
cified, uttder Lewis de Velafco^ t'O -Befiege 
-- - ""^^ • • Si^hcn, 
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Sichen. In the beginning of this fedition, ^^J]|^ 
prince Maurice had made the mutineers an offer w-v-^ 
of fhelter and proteftion in the territories of '^^** 
the States, and they readily agreed to accept 
this offer in cafe they Ihould find it necefTary ; 
but informed him, that they would defend 
themfelves in Sichen as long as they were able, 
againft the Spaniards. They accordingly did 
fo, and made feveral defperate fallies, in which 
many on both fides were flain. Finding how- 
ever that the place was too weak to be long 
defended againft an enemy fo much fuperior in 
number, they retired under the fortifications of 
Breda and San Gertrudenberg, where provi- 
fions were fold to them by the fubjefts of the 
States. The intention of Maurice in this fin- hii motiFc. 
gular treatment of an enemy, was only to pro- 
long the term of their difobedience. He made 
no attempt to perfuadc them to enter into 
the fervice of the confederacy, but gavie per- ^ 
million to the archduke to fend an ambaflador 
to treat with them j and when, after a tedious 
negociation, they had agreed to take up their 
quarters in Tirlemont, and to remain there till 
their demands were fatisfied, without renewing 
their hoftilities, Maurice readily allowed them 
to depart. They required a Spanifli nobleman 
to be given as a hoftage for the fulfilment of 
the governor's promifes ; and fo great was the 
diforder of the king's finances at this period, 
S 2 that 
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xxiii 
^— ^-Lf adive at Tirlemont for ncdr a year before their 

'594. arrears were paid *. 



Death of 
Erncft I 



Fnentes 
named go- 
vernor. 



Before the expiration of this term^ the go* 
vernor was feized with a heftic fever, of which 
he died on the twentieth of February, in the 
forty-fecond year of his age. He named the 
count of Fuentes for his fucceflbr, and his 
choice was foon after ratified by the king. This 
nobleman having been fent into the Nether- 
lands a little before the death of the duke of 
Parma, had, agreeably to Philip's inftruftions, 
during the government c^ count Manfveldt 
and the archdidce, pofieffed a principal fliare 
in the adminiftration. By his advice, or more 
properly by his authority, cpunt Manfveldt 
had publilhed a barbarous edidt, commanding 
all prifoners to be put* to death ; and ordering 
the king's troops, who, in their excarfions into 
the territories of the ftates, had been fatisfied 
for feveral years paft with levying contribu- 
tions, henceforth to lay waftc the country With 
fire and fword. ^ 



The States, in i'eturn, publilhed -a manifefto, 
in which they exprefled their abhorrence of this 



.^ Giotiaa, Iib« iii. Meteren, lib* xvii. p. 5^1 • Benti- 
voglio, part iix. lib. L 

barbarity i 
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barbarity s but at the fame time declared, that ^xxni*^ 
if the governor did not recal his edift againft ^-*"y--^ 
a certain time, they would retaliate the cruelty '^** 
which it prefcribed upon the troops ahd fub- 
jc£ts of the king. This meafure had been 
urged by Fuentes, on the pretence of (horten- 
ing the duration of the war, although the ex- 
perience of Ws kinfman, the duke of Alva, 
might have convinced him, that, confidering 
the ftrength to which the confederacy had at- 
tained, it would ferve only to increafe the ca- 
lamities of the war, and to render it perpetual. 
Count Manfveldt came foon to be fenfible, that 
thefe muft be the confequences, and either re- 
voked his edift, or gave orders to prevent it 
from being carried into execution. 

FuBNTEs however ftill continued to exercife DifoMtent 
an unlimited influence in the^overnment. The mik noWw. 
Flemiih nobility complained bitterly, as in the 
time of cardinal Granvelie, of the infignificancc 
to which they were reduced, ^nd before the 
death of the archduke they nad given fomc 
ftriking proofs of their difcontent. This dif- , 
content was greatly heightened when the count 
was appointed governor; they faw then, how 
little fincerity there had been in thofe foo thing 
promifes which the king had made them fome 
years before, when they confented to the re- 
turn of the foreign troops. They perceived 
S 3 how 
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how little truft and confidence he repofed in 
them, and were fenfible at laft of the truth of 
what the prince of Orange had fo often told 
them, that, by their agreement with the duke 
of Parma, they would reduce their country to 
the miferable (late of a province of Spain. 
The duke d'Arfchot and count Charles of 
^anfveldt, who had reafon to expect to have 
been preferred befpre Fuentes, would not fub- 
mit to the indignity put upon them, but re^ 
figned their employments, and left the Nether- 
lands. The duke d'Arfchot died afterwards in 
Venice, and count Manfveldt in Hungary, 
where he commanded the emperor's army 
againft the Turks, 



Vigorous 
conduft of 
Foentes. 



FuENTEs in the mean time entered upon the 
exercife of his office, and notwithftanding the 
prejudices which the Flemings feem juftly to 
have entertained againft him, he foon difco- 
vered that his abilities were not tinequal to the 
charge with which he was invefted. He ap- 
plied with great fuccefs to quell the mutinous 
fpirit of the army, an,d in a few months put it 
upon a much more refpectable footing, both 
as to difcipline and numbers. 



Pechrstion Philip had greater occafion now than evev 
twcrn for abilities and vigour in the perfon to whom 

Sp!iT''"'^ he comniitted the gqvernmept of the Nethei;* 

l^nds, 
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lands. Theleague in France was about to expire, '^xiii'^ 
notwithftanding his exertions to prevent it; and * — sr— ^ 
the French monarch, being firmly feated on his '^^^' 
throne, declared war againft him, prohibiting 
all commerce with his fubjefbs, and granting 
liberty to the French to invade and plunder, 
and take poffeflion of whatever dominions be- 
longed to the crown of Spain. 

This meafure was condemned by many, as Henry*. 

, motives. 

being highly inexpedient at the prefent junc- 
ture, on account of the exhaufted ftate to which 
his kingdom was reduced by the long continu- 
ance of the civil wars, and no perfon was more 
fenfible of the ftrength of this objeftion than 
the king himfelf ; but he believed that, in the 
prefent temper of the catholic king, peace 
could not be obtained from him upon honourable 
terms. He was perfuaded, that war with the 
Spaniards muft of neccflity continue fome time 
longer ; and he thought, that as nothing would 
contribute more to extinguifh the flames of 
civil difcord than a foreign war, it would be 
eafier to intereft his catholic fubjefts in the pro- 
fecution of it, if it were regarded as a war be- 
tween the crowns, to which political motives 
had given birth, than if it were fufitred to re- 
main on its prefent footing, and confidered as 
carried on by Philip for the fake of religion. 
It is not indeed improbable, that perfonal ani- 
$4 mafuy 
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mofity added force to thefc incitements. Philip 
had ever treated Henry in^the moft coiitertiptu- 
'^^^' oiis ncianner^ and, under the ma(k of religioHj 
had endeavoured firft to exclude him, and af- 
terward to expel him from the throne. Henry 
detefted that artifice and duplicity in' Philip's 
charaftcr, of which, in his late attempt to pro- 
cure the abolition of the Salic law, he had 
given fuch inconteftable evidence; and the 
terms in which his declaration of war was ex- 
preffed, demonftratc, that relentment had, on 
the prefent occafion, a confiderable influence 
on his conduct. 

Philip's anfwer to this declaration was per- 
fedly conformable to his character. All his 
interferences in the affairs of France had pro- 
ceeded, he faid, from his concern for the pro- 
fperity of the people, and the fecurity of the 
catholic faith ; and he declared, that his inten- 
tion now was not to enter into war with the 
crown or nation of France, but only to pcrfe- 
vere in protecting the true catholics of that 
kingdom from the oppreflion of the prince of 
Beam and his adherents *. 

rrefiecukioB Both kings had been employed, before their 

ef the war. J 1 . r • • /- i 

declaration of war, jn prepanng for the rccom- 

■t 
*■ D'Avila, Ub. xiy. 

mencemeni 
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mencement of hoftUities j and Henry, befidcs ^^,J^ 
his domeftic preparations, had entered into a ^^ — sr— * 
treaty of alliance offenfive and defenfive with ^^^^ 
the United Provinces. Agreeably to an article 
of this treaty, the States fent a body of horfe 
and foot, under Philip count of Naflau, to in- 
vade the province of Luxemburg. Their en- 
tcrprifes were for fome time attended with fuc- 
cefsj butFuentes, having difpatchcd the brave 
Verdugo with fuperior forces to oppofe them, 
they were obliged, after feveral rencounters, to 
quit the province j and were foon after recalled, ♦ 
and ftationed near the frontier of Brabant, 
where it was expefted they would be of equal 
fervice to the French monarch, by detaining 
the Spaniards in the Netherlands. 

The army of the States however, even after sicgeofc*. 
it was joined by thefc troops, was not able to ^^* 
fumifh full employment to thofe which the go- 
vernor had prepared. He left an army under 
Mondragon to check the progrefs o(> prince 
Maurice, and fet out himfclf for Picardy with 
the reft of his forces. His firft enterprife was 
the fiege of Catelet, of which he made hinafelf 
mailer in a few weeks, though it was flfongly 
fortified, and bravely defended by the garrifon. 

DuRiKG this fiege, Fuentes had reafon to Affairs o^ 
flatter himfelf with the hopes of acquiring pof- ^aTor- 
' - ' feffion ^^"^^'^^ 
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BOOK feflion of the caftle and town of Ham without 
^ ^ * ' bloodfticd. The caftle was held by an officer 
»I95- called d'Orvillicrs, and the town by his half- 
brother, whofe name was Gomeron. Thefe 
two men had been violent partizans of the 
league, and the latter refolved to deliver the 
town to the Spaniards rather than to the king 
of France'; but he demanded from Fuentes 
a reward of twenty thoufand crowns for the 
town, and a ftill higher reward, if he fhould 
prevail upon his brother (which he engaged to 
do) to deliver up the caftle. The count rea- 
dily agreed to thefe terms, and paid him the 
twenty thoufand crowns upon his admitting a 
thoufand Spaniih troops into the town; but 
required Gomeron himfelf and his two younger 
brothers to remain with him as hoftages, till 
the caftle likeMfife fhould be put into his pof- 
fefTion, To this Gomeron confented, from a 
fond pcrfuafion that his brother would imitate 
his example, rather than expofe him and his 
other brothers to the refentment of the Spa- 
niards, efpecially as their mother was in the 
caftle, whofe intreaties he expefted d'Orvilliers 
would be unable to refift. But d'Orvilliers 
chofe rather to abandon hi$ brothers to their 
fate, than betray his charge to the enemies of 
his country; and he admitted the duke de 
Bouillon into the caftle, with a numerous b^y 
of the king's troops^ who attacked the Spa- 

nUrd^ 
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niards in the town, and cither put them to the book 
fword or took them prifoners. The mother ui— m,-L# 
of Gomeron, now trembling with anxiety for '*•** 
her children's prefervation, came to Fuentes, 
and reprefented, that d'Orvilliers repented ot 
what he had done, and was willing to deliver 
the caftle to him, if he would come himfelf 
with his army to receive it. The count, be- 
lieving her reprefentation to be true^ the more 
readily as flie herfelf feemcd entirely convinced 
of the truth of it, advanced with his forces to- 
wards Ham i but finding that the mother had 
been deceived, an^ that, in order to avf)id her 
importunity, d'Orvilliers h^ left the place, 
and refigned his government to another, he was 
inflamed with rage, and put Goqaeron to death 
in prefence of the army, This unhajppy man 
did not perhaps deferve fo fevere a punifli- 
jfnent from the hands of Fuentesj but it was 
due to the treachery and egregiou$ folly into 
which his avarice had betrayed him \ 

From Ham the count conduced his troops, siegtof 
after they had refted fome days, to lay fiege to ^»»''«*«- 
Pourlens, This town being near the frontier 
pf the Netherlands, was ftrongly fortified and 
garrifoned hy a cpnfiderable. number of feleft 
troops. Still however it was neceffary, in or- 

¥ ^entivoglio^ p^rt iii^ lib» u* 

dcr 
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BOOK dcr to prevent it frdifi felling into tlVe enemy's 
v.. V J > hands, that the garriibn fliould be augmented t 
'^^^* and tko fooQier had the marihais BouiUoa and 
ViUars, whom the king had fcnt to watch the 
imotions of the Spanifh arnny> heard that Dour- 
lens was invefted, than they afiembled all die 
troops in the neighbourhood amounting to a 
liioufand foot and fifteen hundred' horfe^ and 
advanced cowards the town^ in hopes of being 
able to force their way through the enemy'* 
entrenchments j but Fuentes, haring received 
intelligence of their defign, left a part of his 
forces to guard his trenches, and marched out 
with the reft, in order of battle, to an advanta^ 
geous iituation at a little diftance from the 
town. When the duke of Bouillon obfenred 
Fuentes fo well prepared for his defence, he 
counfelled marlhal Villars to retire > 6ut that 
intrepid general, whofe courage was ever too 
ardent and impetuous, refufed to comply, and 
ftill continued to advance, till his troops were 
almoft furrounded by the Spaniards. A des- 
perate and bloody battle enfaedi in which, 
from their great inferiority in refpeft of num- 
ber, the French were almoft entirely cut to 
pieces, Villars himfelf was flain, and the ca- 
valry, after great lofs, were obfiged to retire, 

- During the combat, the garrifon fallied out 
upon the troops which had been left to defend 

the 
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the camp wkI trenches j ' but through the wife b o o u; 
precaution which had been taken, the Spa- \L -,-^i:^ 
niards proved yixasorious ; and Fuentes refcm* '^*' 
cd with frcfti fpirit and rigour the operations 
of the fiege. Among the befieged there were 
mpre than three himdred gentlemenji who in- 
Ipired the garrilbn with the fanae generous Spi- 
rit by which they thenniclvcTs, were aftuated, 
and defended the town feveral days with extras- 
ordinary courage and refolution^ But their 
ikUl and conduft were not equal to the brave^- 
xy which they difplaycd. In an aflfault on the 
thirty-firft of July, they were overpowered 
by the affailants, and almoft the whole garrifon, 
anaountiflg to mpre than a thoufand men, with 
their governor the count of Dinan, w;ere put to 
the fword. 

Fuentes, emboldened by his fuccefs, re- siege of 
folved next to lay fiege to Cambray ; the rc^ Ca^nkra^ 
duftion of which was. the principal objed of 
his prefent expedition. 

This important city had been vc^refted from 
the Spaniards, as h above related, ,by the duke 
of Anjou ; and Anjou had bequeathed it to hi* 
mother Catherine of Medicis, by whom fi 
French gentleman of the name of Balagny had 
fcecn appointed governor both of the town t^nd 
citadeU Balagny -talditig..advantagc.:^.i::tfef 

laroublcs 
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BOOK troubles in France, had for fcveral years ac* 
%^^^m.\j knowledged no fuperior j and as he had ftu- 
^^'^* dtelfto maintain Ibmc degree of neutrality be- 
tween the contending parties, he had been fuf- 
fercd to a6t as fovereign both of the city and its 
territory. But apprehending, after the difcom- 
fiture of the League, that it was neceflary for 
him to make a choice, either of the king of 
France or Spain, for his proteftor, he agreed 

. to acknowledge his dependence on the French 
TTionarchi on condition, that he Ihould be per- 

' mitted to enjoy under him poflcflion of the fove- 
reignty, with the title of the prince of Cam- 

' bray i and to thefe terms Henry the more rea- 
dily confented, as he dreaded, ,that if he re- 
jefted them, they would be granted by the king 
of Spain. 

Balagny, being thus confirmed in his pof- 
leflion, fpared no expence or pains in ftrength- 
ening the fortifications of the place. The gar- 
rifon amounted to three thoufand foot and fix 
hundred horfe, the greateft part of which were 
French troopsj of the moft unqueftionable 
bravery. The town was ftrong, and it was 
well furnifhed with military ftores and pro- 
vifions. 

Determined by thefe confiderations, fome 

c>f the principal officers in the Spanifh army 

& cpdcavoured 
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ftndeavoured to perfiiade the count de Fuentes book 
to relinquifh his defign, by reprcfcnting, that s- ^^-l-> 
before he could accomplifli it, either the win- ^^^^" 
ter feafon would overtake him, or the French 
monarch, being difengaged from his enemies 
in other quarters, would arrive with a fuperior 
army, and attack him after his troops were di- 
minifhing in number, and exhaufted with the 
operations of the fiege; but Fuentes, ambi- 
tious to diftinguifli his adminiftration by fo 
important an acquifition, and elated by the 
fuccefs with which his enterprifes had beea 
hitherto attended, refufed to liften to thefe 
remonftrances ; and, having received a great 
augmentation of forces from the neighbouring 
provinces, he began his operations without de- 
lay. They were carried on with a degree of 
(kill and vigour which would have reflefted 
honour on the greiteft generals of the age*; 
and notwithftanding the moft intrepid defence, 
condufted with much prudence by the cele- 
brated De Vic, whom Henry had fent with a 
reinforcement of troops to the afliftancc of the 
befieged, the count opened his batteries in a 
few weeks fo near the town, that fome of its 
principal defences were deftroyed, and a great 
part of the wall was laid in ruins. Still how- 
ever Kis Tuccefs .was doubtful. He encounter- 
ed the rnoft difcouraging difficulties in furnifh- 
ing his troops with provifrdris ; and nothing but 

' . the 
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BOOK the moft' unconquerable refdiution, added to 
lUi-v - Li the dread of tarnilhing the glory which he had 
'^^^* already acquired, could have prevented him 
from abandoning his attempt* 

cambray guT hc was favcd from that mortification^ 

the citizens, by the inhabitants of the town^ who having 
been long accuftomed to the mild admini- 
ftration of their archbifliops, had borne with 
extreme impatience the haughty imperious be- 
haviour of Balagny ; and had been almoft re- 
duced to delpair, by the extortion, rapine, 
and infolence of his wife, by whom he fuflfered 
himfelf to be entirely governed. The citizens 
had fecretly fent a deputation of their number 
to the French monarch, intreating him to de- 
liver them from the yoke of their op^reflbr, 
and offering on that condition to fubmit to his 
authority, and to receive, a garrifon of his 
troops. But through the influence of the fa- 
mous Gabrielle d'Etrees, whom Balagny had 
gained over to his intereft^ Henry not only re- 
fufed to comply with their requefl, but con- 
firmed Balagny in his ufurped authority* 

The inhabitants, inflamed now with refent- 
ment againfl the king, as well as againfl: Ba- 
lagny, refolved to embrace the firft opfjQitu- 
nity of putting themfelves under the dominion 
pf their fprmer mafter the king of Spain ; and 
2 V they 
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they were confirmed in their refolution, by the ^jj^hi ^ 
numerous ecclefiaftics in the town^ who hoped ^■^-■>j 
by this mcafure to efFeduate the re-eftablifh- '^^^^ 
ment of the archbifhop, whom Balagny had 
expelled. Having formed their plan, they 
delayed the execution of it, till Balagny and 
De Vic were wholly occupied in taking mea- 
fures againft an aflault, which they believed 
to be intended by the Spaniards. At that time 
they ran to arms, and made themfelves matters 
of one of the gates of the city. De Vic, Ba- 
lagny, and his wife, fpared no pains to divert 
them from their purpofe, but all their endea- 
vours proved inefFe6hial. Two of the princi- 
pal citizens were immediately fent to Fuentes, 
with an offer to furrender the town on the fol- 
lowing conditions, to which he readily agreed : 
That the foldiers fliould be reftrainedfrom plun- 
der : That all paft offences fhould be forgiven : 
That the citizens Ihould enjoy their wonted 
privileges, and the archbifhop be reftored to 
his ancient jurifdiftion and authority. 

The garrifon immediately retired into the 
citadel, where they expefted to have been able 
to defend themfelvies for a confiderable time. 
3ut having found, upon fearching the maga- 
zines, that there was hardly provifions enough 
to fupport them for three days, they agreed on 
thefirfl: fummons to capitulate. The wife of 

Vol, III. T Balagny 
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Balagny had reduced them to this ncceflity^ 
by felling, at an exorbitant price, without her 
hufband's knowledge, the provifions which had 
been laid up in (lore. . 

During the fiege this woman had difcovercd 
a degree of fpirit, capacity; arid courage above 
her fex ; but being unable to bear the cbnfci- 
Gufnefs o"^ that egregious folly into w-hich her 
avarice had betrayed her,' and which was now 
attended with confequences fo fatal to her am- 
bition, fhe was overwhelmed with anguifli and 
defpairi and refufing to take' either medicine 
or food, fhe died miferably, before the citadel 
was delivered to the Spaniards. 

The capitulation was (igned on the feventh 
of Oftobcr, and the garrifon marched out with 
all the honours of war upon the ninth ; 'imme- 
diately after which, Fuentes having llationed 
five hundred Spaniards in the citadel, and two 
thoufand Germans in the town, fet out for the 
Netherlands with the reft of his forces, and 
put them into winter-quarters in Flanders, 
Artois, and Hainault K 



Affairt In The fcadcr will not fuppofe that the aftivt Ipi- 
"'gun y. j.j^ q£ ^j^^ French monarch could be unemploy- 



^ D'Avila, lib., xv. Bcat'vogUo, part Ui. Ub. ii. 
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fcd during thecourfc of thefe difaftrous events: ^xxm^ 
He was deeply affeftcd by the lofs of the im- ^ — v — ^ 
portant towns y^hich had been conquered by *^^*' 
Fuentes, and would have mafchcd in perfon to 
their relief, had he not believed that his pre- 
fenqe was ftiil more neceffary in another |jart . 
of his dominions* For Philip having refolvcd 
to proftftcut^ jhe war with vigour in differeat 
quarters at the. fame time, had ordered Vclaf- 
CO, the conftable of Caftile and governor of 
Milan, to lead an army often thoufand men into 
Burgundy; and thefe troops w^ere, upon their 
arrival in Franche Comptc, joined by the duke 
de Mayenne with a thoufand foot and four hun- 
dred horfe; This army was greatly iuperior t6 
any which marihal Biron, who commanded in 
thefe parts, could alTemble to oppofe it $ and 
Henry dreaded that the province of Burgundy 
would be ^cedily over-run. Having there- 
fore fent orders to his troops in different parts 
to follow him, he fet out himfelf at the head qf 
one, thousand pight hundred horfe and foot,- 
with an intpnt^on to harafs the enemyi till thjd 
reft of his ^rgiy Ihould arrive. 

The Spaniards had paffed the Saone, and Battieor 
.advanced as far as Fontainc-Frangoife, when FrM^k, 
Henry attacked them on their march,- with a 
degree erf impetuofity and ardor that filled Ve- 
lafco with aftonifhment. The king Was btaVe- 
T 2 ly 
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ly fupported on this occafion by the marquis dc 
Mircbeau; the count de Gramont, and feveral 
'^^^' others of his nobility ; but above all, by the in- 
trepid Biron, who fought long after he was co- 
vered with the blood that flowed from a wound 
which he bad received in the beginning of the 
engagement. . The king by his exhortations^ 
and ftill more by his example, inflamed his 
troops to a degree of madnefs. At the head 
of his fquadrons, he plunged fword in hand 
into the midft of the enemy, broke through 
their ranks, and threw their van into confu- 
•fion. 

Had Velafco . ordered his whole army to 
advance, it is impoffible but Henry muft have 
. been furrounded and overpowered. But his cou- 
rage on this occafion fupplied the want both. 
of caution and of numbers. Velafco intimi- 
dated by the unexampled boldnefs which he 
had feen difplaycd, gave orders for a retreat, 
and left the king in poflcflioix of the field of 
battle. Early next morning he rcpafled the 
Saone, notwithflanding the . carncft rcmon- 
ftrances of the duke de Mayenne, who had 
procured certain intelligence of the flrength 
of the enemy. Mayenne then intreatcd Ve- 
lafco to leavjs him ap^t of the forces to raife 
the fiege of Dijon, .which had been inverted by 
a party of t|ie rojraiifts, and to enable him to de- 
fend 



»59S- 



PHILIP II. KING OF SPAIN. 277 

fend fuch other towns on this fide of the river ^^[^{J,^ 
as were ftill in his. poffcffion. But this like- 
wife the Spanifli general refirfcd, and conti- 
nued to retire till he reached the town of Gray 5 
where he fortified his camp in the ftrongcft 
manner, with a rc&lution to aft onljr on the 
defenfive> in cafe the royal* army fliould ad* 
vance. , ^ * 



Velasco, who was utterly unpradifed in the Rec^aetk. 
military art, appears to have been ftrongly ac- .MlyUn. 
tuated with a dread of the fuperior flcill and JJ^^J/*** 
braveiy of the king. But the duke de May- 
enne likewife perceived, in his condu6t towards 
bmy on this occafion, manifeft fymptoiiis of 
diffidencb and diftruft. This the duke could 
not h>elp sittributing to Yelafco's inftruclions 
from ^ the court of Spain; and he could not 
doubt, that through the ill-offices of the Spa- 
nifli minifter^ in France, Philip had conceived 
feme fttfh jealoufy of his defigns. He was 
therefore thr&sm into great perplexity, while 
he believed that' he Ihould ere long be aban- 
doned by the Spaniards, as )it had already 
been by moft of his adherents in France 5 and 
could hardly fuppofe that now, when his power 
was reduced fo low^ he would be atfe to ob- 
tain advantageous "Conditions from the' king\ 
After long deliberation^' he formed the refolu- 
tion of going to Madrid, to juftify his con- 
T 3 duel 
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'xx^ ^' ^^^ ^^ Philip, againft the rflrfreprefentation$ 
i- — .^-^ of his iTiinifters. But he was faved from that 
' i595« f^^g^ fl-^p by the invincible goodnefs of the 
French monarch, who, having been infof'med 
of his diftrefs, fent Lignerkc, a friend and con- 
fident of the duke, to afliire him of hiscfteem, 
and to inforrn him, that he was ftill ready to re* 
ceive him into favour, and to grant him the 
moft honourable terms. 

Henry did not require an immediate fubr 
miflion from him, becaufe th^ duke had often 
declared, that he would never acknowledge his 
authority till the pope ftiQuld grant him abfo-« 
lution i bvit he d'e fired that he ^ould retire tp 
Chalons, one of his own towns, and wait there 
for that event, in full confidenqe that nt ad- 
vantage ihould be taken in the mean time either 
of himfelf or his adherents. 

Mayenne,^ who knew with how nriuch fafe^r 
ty he might rely on Henry's promife, and was 
deeply penetrated >vith a.fcnfe of the generous 
offer which had been niade to him, accepted of 
it without hefitatiop, and ieft the Spanifh camp, 

. Soon after this agreement, Henry advanced 

to the banks of the Soane^ with a refolution to 

trahfpctrt Hs forces, confifting of feveft thou- 

fand foot and two chQufand horft^ imo FBanche 

'. ' ' Compte, 
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Compte; : where Vekfco lay intrenched. , In * xxiii^ 
fpite of the troops which ha4 been planted to ^^ — <^ 
difpute his paflage, he forded the river about '^'** 
three rtiiles below the town of Gray, and then 
led his army towards the enemy ; but finding 
their intrenchments too ftrongly fortified to be 
attacked '^ith any probability of fuccefs, he 
turhed afide, and began to lay wafte the coun- 
try, or to levy contributions from the inhabi- , 
tants. Velafco remained ftill within his camp. 
At length the Swifs Cantons, as friends and 
protcftors of the people of Franchc Gonripte, 
iirterpofed their influence. At their defire> the 
king readily defifted from his depredations -, 
and having led, back hjs troops into his, own 
donnii^ions, lae refolved to march as foon as 
p^ffible to. the frontiers of the Netherlands. 

.He was in daily expeftation, at this time, TBtpope 
of receiving the pope's abfolution, which had- fy'llbfoiu!!** 
been much longer delayed than he expe(5l;eda .***^"' 
through the violent oppQfitipn of the Sp^nilh 
minifters at Rpme j but Clement, now per* 
ceiyjng that Henry .was firmly cftablifljted on. 
the throne J an4 dre^din^ that Ify^ a longer der . 
lay he might exhauft his,^aticntC| iind provoke., 
him to throw ofi^ his allegiance to the Holy 
See, refolved to run the rifle of giving ofFcnc^ 
to Philip," and on tRe i6tli of 'Septeniper pro- 
nounced the fentence of abfolution. * This 
' ' . T 4 ^vcnt 
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' xxui^ event gave inexpreffible joy to all the triie ca- 
* — V— --' tholics of Fpance ; and the treaty of agreement, 
'^^^' which had been begun with the duke dc May- 
enne, was foon after brought to the defired gon- 
clufion. Such other members of the League 
as had not already fubmitted, imitated the 
example of their leader. Internal peace was 
every where eftablifhed, and Henry had leifore 
to apply his whole attention to the Spanilb 
war". 

MtsrtrJf The tranfadions in the Netherlands this 
Undn*^^^"' year were lefs important and intcrefting than 
in any former campaign fince the commence- 
ment of the war, which was principally owing 
to the governor's prudent choice of the vigi- 
lant, experienced Mondragone, as commander 
in chief of the forces during -his abifence. 
About the middle of July, prince Maurice be- 
fieged the town of GroU ; but Mondragone, 
having augmented his army, by making draughts 
from the garrifons of the neighbouring towns, 
advanced towards him with fo much celerity, 
that not having had time to complete his en- 
trenchments, Maurice was obliged to raife the 
ficge. The tt^o armies lay long in fight of 



" P'Avila, lib.'xiv. Thoanus,. anno 1595. Perefixe 
Elzevir, p.' 230, &t. , ^ 

each 
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each other; and as they were nearly equal in ^^xni*^ 
ftrength, and both generals exerted an equal 
degree of vigilance and circumfpeftion, they 
effedually prevented one another from under- 
taking any important enterprife. 

There were frequent ikirmifhes with various 
fuccefs i but the only one which deferves to be 
mentioned was a rencounter near the river • 
Lippe, where Maurice ordered count Philip de 
Naflau, with five hundred horfe, to lie in anv- 
bufti in a wood, to intercept a party of the 
enemy which had been fent out for provifions. 
Of this Mondragone had received intelligence, 
and with great fecrecy ftationed a body of horfe 
ftill more numerous in another wood, at a little 
diftance from the firft. When the Spanifli fo- 
ragers arrived at the ambufcade, they were at- 
tacked on every fide, and repulfed with confi- 
derable flaughter ; but being fpeedily reinforced 
by their friends in the neighbouring woods, 
they returned to the charge. The Dutch troops, 
aftonilhed to find themfelves caught in their 
own fnare, were at laft overpowered by num- 
bers i three hundred of them, with their com- 
mander, were killed, and the reft obliged to 
fave themfelves by flight. 

This was the laft memorable event of the Deith of 
campaign, although the two generals remained JJncf"* 

in 
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BOOK 'm fight of each other till the end of Oftober, 
^m^^^Jmjt when they broke up their camps> and put their 
'^^^' troops into winter-quarters i and Monrfragonc 
died not long after at the age of ninety-two, 
having to the laft prcferved fufficient vigour 
to fulfil, with diftinguiftied reputation, all the 
duties of a commander. He had ferved in the 
Netherlands near fifty years, and had a princi- 
pal fliare in almoft every military enterprife, 
yet he had the fingulac fortune to cfcape with- - 
out a wound ". 

".Grotius, lib^ir. Benti)Foglio» pan iii. lib, ii. 

During tbe courfe of the tranfaflions recorded ia this 
book, the Dutch performed their firft expedition to lodia ; 
bnt as tlieir acqui^tiOttS it this time were inconfideYable, 
and their moft imponant coniZ|aefts o?er Philip's fabjeds in 
that diftant region were not ^tchievf d till feveral years after 
the prefent period. I have referved therelatioo of the whole 
for the hiftory of the fubfequent reign. 
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BOOK XXI V^' 

FROM the capacity and vigour, of which book 
the count de Fuentes had given fo many ,^^1/ 
proofs fince his acceflion to the government, »59S' 

1 ' r ' n 1 t 1 -i 1 The arch- 

there was realon to expect, that he would have duke Albert 

been fufFered long to retain poffeffion of it; fbrNether- 

but Philip, having from the beginning intended *"'^*' 

that he ftiould continue governor only for one 

year, had immediately after the death of Er- 

neft fixed upon the cardinal archduke Albert 

for Jiis fucceflbr. 

This prince, nephew to P^Hp, and young- 
eft brother to the emperor, had been intrufted 
with ?he regency of Portugal. By his prudent 
adminiftratiin he W'ac^ircduniveTfai efteem j 

" • and 
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BOOK and Philip, who entertained the higheft opinion 

«^— ^^^— ^ of his abilities, believed that no perfon was 

^^^' better qualified, either to profecute the war 

with vigour^ or by an accommodation, to bring 

it to the defired conclufion. 

He arrived at Bruflels about the middle of 
February one thoufand five hundred and ninety- 
fix, having brought with him a reinforcement 
of Italian and Spanifh troops, and which was 
of ftill greater utility, afum of money, amount*- 
ing to fifteen hundred thoufand ci'owns*. 

The 

* Albert likewifc brought with him, at this time, Philip, 
eldeft ion of the late prince of Orange, who, as above re* 
latedf had been feized by the duke of Alva, and fent to 
Spain, where he had been educated in the catholic religion, 
and detained for almoft thirty years. By fetting him at 
liberty on this occailon, it is not improbable that the court 
of Spain expelled to have created fomedivifion between the 
prince, and his brother Maurice, that might have proved 
prejudicial to tbe United Provinces. But Maurice readily 
yielded to him all that he pofTefled of their father's fortune ; 
and the States, perceiving that the Archduke, beiides re- 
Horing to him his lands in Brabant and Burgundy, treated 
him with much efteem and confidence, refufed to grant him 
permiflion to fix his refidence within their territories, or 
even to vifit his kinfmen there, till the year 1608, a (hort- 
time before the conclufion of the truce with Spain. 

He married Eleanor of Bourbon, a daughter of the prince 
of Conde ; by the intereft of whofe friends, he recovered 
poiTeffion of his principality of Orange, in the kingdoni of 
Ffance. Ut lived on amicable terms wtth<his relationi ia 

the 
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The count dc Fuentes, unwilling to afl: in a ^^^iv ^ 
fubordinate ftation, in a country where he had ^ v ^ 
enjoyed the chief command, refigned the go- '^* * 
vernment to the archduke, and fet out for Spain. 

Albert immediately applied himfclf to make s;ege of u 
the preparations neceffary for a new campaign 5 '^'*' 
and conformably to his inftruftions fi:om Philip, 
he turned his principal attention to the war 
with France. His firft objeft was the relief of 
La Fere in Picardy, which had remained in die 
hands of the Spanifh ever lince it was delivered 
by the League to the duke of Parma. . 

Towards the end of the preceding year, it 
had been invefted by the French monarch ; but 
as it was ftrongly fortified, and the garrifon 
confifted of chofen troops, commanded by Al- 
varo Oforio, a Spanifh officer ot diftinguiftied 
reputation, Henry was fatisfied with blocking 
it up fo as to prevent the entrance of fupplies. 
This he accomplifhed with little difficulty. 
The blockade had lafted for feveral weeks, and 
Oforio had conveyed . intelligence to the arch^ 
duke, that if he was not fpeedily relieved, the 

the Netherlands, bat being fincere in his profeffion of the 
catholic religion, he feems noc to have entertained any re- 
feotment for the injarious treatment he had received from 
the king of Spain : nor d6«8 he appear to have pofTelTed 
any fharc of that bold and cntcrpriilng genius, by which 
bis brothers were fo eminently dillinguifhed. He died 
withoat iffne it Bruflels> in the year 161 8. Da Maurier. 

want 
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9 o o K waiit of provifions would render it xmpoffible 
K^-. ^ '■■/ (or him to* hold out for any confiderable time- 
'»I9^- The Spanifh army was affcmbled at Valen- 
.ciennes, and almoft ready to begin its march j 
but the more the governor and his council of 
war refle<Sted on the difficulties which muft at- 
tend the attempting to raife the fiege, by 
marching direftly to La Fere, the more infur- 
mountablc they appeared. For they could not, 
it was obfcrved, approach to that town, with- 
out leaving behind them St. Qulntin, Ham, 
Guife, Peronne, and feveral other fortified 
, places, the garrifons of which would harafs 
them on their march, break up the roads, and 
intercept their convoys of provifions. An im- 
paflable marfti rendered the town inacceffible 
on every fide, except where the French mo- 
narch had ftrongly fortified his intrenchments. 
Even if .they fliould come in fight of the town, 
yet, before they could enter itj they mufl; either 
attack the enemy within their camp, or engage 
with their whole army in the open field. They 
could not attack them in their camp, without 
expofing themfelves to almoft certain ruin > 
Henry would not give them an oppqrtunity of 
fighting in the field, unlels his army, which 
was incrcafing daily, were fuperior to theirs, 
and the confequences of a defeat would prove 
fatal not only to the army, but to all the Spa- 
nifli conquefts in France, and perhaps too to 
the king's authority in the Netherlands. 

Dfter- 
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Determined by thdc confidcrationsj the boor 
arcjidxlke formed the rdfolution tif befieging * — ^^1^ 
feme other frontier town, of fufficient import- '^'^* 
ance to induce Henry either tx> raife the fiege 
of La Fere, or compenfate for the lofs of that 
place, in cafe it Ihould be obliged to capitu- 
late. . 

He hefitated for ibme time whether he fhduld siege of 
lead his army againft St. Quintin or Peronne j ^*'*"* 
but he foon laid afide the thoughts of attacking 
either of thefe places, and refolved to under- 
take the redu6bion of Calais, which he believed 
would be an eafier, as well as a much more 
important acquifition. 

This enterprife was fuggefted to the govcr- The Sieuf 
nor by the Sieur de Rone, a native of France, ^^ ^^"** 
and fl)rmerly a violent partifan of the League, 
who had entered into the fervice of Spain 
againft his king and country. He was a man 
of a dark intriguing fpirit, whom no tie could 
bind but intereft ; but he was bold and aftive^ 
fagacious and penetrating, and eminently dif- 
tinguilhed for his (kill in the art of war. He 
had received intelligence that Calais, like many 
other towns in the kingdom, had been much 
neglci^ed during the civil war y that although 
the king had ordered the fortifications of it to 
be lexamined, yet his other occupations hadnbfc 

6 allowed 
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BOOK allowed him tx> beftow that attention on it 
^^■i^/^ which itsimportance defcrvcd; and that, as 
*^^** feme of the works were ruinous, fo the gar- 
rifon was too finall to? defend a place of fo great 
extent- For thefe reafons, the governor ap- 
proved highly of De Rone's propofal, and . he 
committed the execution of it to himfelf. . 

In order to prevent the enemy from fufpeft- 
ing what was intended, it was communicated 
only to two or three of the principal officers j 
and the archduke gave out that his defign was 
to relieve La Fere. He accordingly began his 
rharch towards that place, while De Rone turned 
fuddenly to Calais with a body of feleft troops, 
and attacked the fort and bridge of Nieulai, 
which commands the entrance to the town by 
land. He made himfelf mafter of it with very 
little difficulty, . and then proceeded to attack 
the fort of Rifbane, which ftands at the mouth 
of the harbour, and was of the greateft im- 
portance for the prefervation of the place. The 
garrifon of this fort made a more vigorous re- 
fiftance than that of Nieulai ; but no fooner 
had De Rone opened a battery againfl: them„ 
by which only a few were killed, than they were 
feized with a fudden pannic, and offered to ca- 
pitulate. This rapid progrefs exceeded De 
^6n^*s moft fanguine expeftations, and it gave 
hiin the greater joy, as not long after the Rif- 
2 bane 



bane had furrcndered, foihe Ihips with troops ^ JlJl.^ 
for the reinforcement of the garrifon which had '^--^^^-1-* 
arrived from Boulogne, finding the entrance to '**^' 
the harbour in his poffeflion, were obliged to 
return^ 

Thje archduke, who was in the neighbourhood 
<}f Valenciennes, when he received intelligence 
of this fominate commencement of his enter- 
prife, fet out immediately with his whole army 
for Calais, and pitched his camp in fuch a fitu- 
ation as he hoped would prevent the approach 
of the enemy. 

He firft' attacked the fuburbs, and took them 
by affault ; nor did he encounter greater diffi- 
culty in hiaking himfelf matter of the town. 
His cannon had hardly begun to play upon it, 
when Vidoflan, the governor^ retired with the 
garrifon into the gaftle; and quickly defpair- 
ing of being able to defends himfelf in it, any 
better than he had done in the town, he ojfFered 
to give it up in fix days, if he was not relieved 
before the expiration of that time. The arch- 
duke, in order to fave his troops and the forti- 
fications of the place, readily agreed to this 
propofal, never doubting that he was fully able 
to prevent the entrance of any reinforcement 
either by fea or land. 

Vol. IIL tj The , 
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BOOK Xhe king, in the mean rime, heard wiA 
u,i*^-lj much anxiety of the progrefs of the Spanifk 
'55^« arms. But the blockade ^ La Fere having 
continued for fcveral nK)nths, he expefted diat 
the garrifon muft be reduced in a few days to 
the neceflity of capitulating j and he thought 
it probable, that after finifhing his prefent cn- 
terprife (which he could not abandon without 
lofing all the cxpcnce and labour which he hatd 
bcftowed upon it), he would arrive in time to 
raife the fiege of Calais. He went himfelf how- 
ever with a part of his cavalry tx> Boulogne, 
that he might be ready to adminifter ftich affift- 
. ance to the garrifon of Calais, as might enable 
them to hold out till his whole army Ihould be 
at librerty to advance to their reHef. 

Henry at- Upon his arrival in Boulogne, he was in- 
la^^"Mife formed of the capitulation above mentioned., 
thefiegc. i^g lamented bitterly that he had not brought 
with him a greater proportion of his troops; 
but finding it neceflary to make fome exertioa 
without delay, he prevailed on Campagnol, the 
governor of Boulogne, with three hundred 
choien men, to attempt to force his l^ay in the 
night through the Spanifli lines. 

This arduous undertaking was Executed 

without the lofs of a^fingk man ; and Canti- 

pagnol had no fooner arrived in the caftle, 

5 than 
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than having read the king's orders to the gar- ^SJ?y^ 
rifon, he feq^lred them all to fwear that thtf \, ^ ^ 
Would defend the fortrefs to the laft, *^'** 

in the evening of the fixth day of the tt-uce^ 
they were fummoned to. fulfil their engage* 
ment j when they replied that they had received 
the reinforcement which they expefted. But 
it foon appeared how unequal they were to the 
defence of lb weak a place, againft fp numerous 
an enemy. 

Early next morning De R6ne began to 
play off his batteries, and in a few hours a great 
part of the wall was laid in ruins ; 

An Italian fegiment, through whofe negli^ CaUiitakc* 
gence Campagnol had got into the fort, was ^ ""** ^ 
ordered to advance to the affault, and was fol- 
lowed by the Walloons and Spaniards* The 
garrifon received them in the breach with un- 
daunted courage, and, after dn obftinate en- 
gagement, in which great numbers fell on both 
fidei, compelled them to retire. But the Ita- 
lians returned immediately to the charge i and 
at laft, throtigh the great fuperiority of their 
numbers, they overpowered the garrifon, en^ 
tered along with them into the fort, and put all » / 
of «hfift-t6 thefworfi, e^tcefpt Campaghoi, and 
a few ^tiitr^- Who took fe^igc in the chutch, 
U a and 
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^xxfv*^ and afterwards furrendcred at difcretion. In 
w— V — ' this manner did Calais fall into the hands of 
'#^-^* the Spajiiards in lefs than three weeks after De 
Rone ha/i begun the fiege. The king left Bou- 
logne, after having taken precautions for the 
prefervation of that place, and returned to La 
Fere. And the archduke, after flaying eight 
or ten days in Calais to repair the fortifica- 
tions, led his troops againft the town of Ardres. 

Siege of The -garrifon of Ardres confifted of two 

Aidrcs. thoufand five hundred men, commanded by 
the marquis of Belin, the lieutenant-governor 
of the province, and by the fieur de Ann^e- 
bourg, governor of the town, an officer of dif- 
tinguiftied courage and capacity. By frequent 
vigorous fallies, the operations of the befieged 
were greatly retarded. At length however 
they took the luburbs by aflault, and De Rone 
began to batter the walls of the town. But 
confidering the ftrength of the place, and the 
number and bravery of the garrifon, he had 
little reafon to hope for fuccefs before the con- 
clufion of the fiege of La Fere; when there 
was no room to doubt that the king would, ad- 
vance without lofs of time to the relief of 
Ardres. ' 

Notwithstanding this encouraging icir- 
cumftance^ the marquis de Belin called a CQun- 

j cil 



k 



PHILIP II. KING OF SPAIN. 293 

cil of war, and urged with* great carncftnefs ^^^fy^ 
the ncceflity of capitulating ; alleging that it '^ — sr— ' 
was impoflible to hold out till the king's arri- '^^ * 
val, and that the fooner they fubnnitted, they 
would the more eafily obtain advantageous 
terms. This propojfel was rejefted with great 
difdain by the fieur de Annebourg and all the 
officers in the council. But the cowardly Be- 
lin availing himfelf of that fuperior authority 
with which he was inverted as lieutenant-go- 
vernor of the province, capitulated, notwith- 
ftanding their remonftrances, on a condition to -^ 

which the archduke readily agreed, that the 
garrifon fhould march out with the honours of 
war. La Fere having furrendered on the day 
immediately preceding, the king had already 
fet out for Ardres, and as his army had of late 
received a confiderable augmentation, he en- 
tertained the moft fanguine hopes of being able 
to raife the fiege. When a meflenger informed 
him of the fufrender, he was inflamed with in- 
dignation, and ordered Belin to be tried for his 
life. At the importunity of hi? fripnd§^ he af- 
terwards Hopped the profedution i but he ba- 
nilhed him from court, and deprived him of 
his office of lieutenant-governor of the pro- 
vince *". 



^ D'Avila, lib. xv. 6entivoglio> &c. Thaanosi p. 1 16, 
lib." viiu 

U 3 JiENJiY 
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BOOK Henry was now in feme perplexity with 
refped to his future condudt. He was ex-» 



^/ — ' 



Aibe^rt^re- tremely folicitous to recover as foon as poffible 
turns to tbt- the towns which he had loft j but as his finan-^ 

Nether- ^ 

iHiid?. ces were ia great diforder at that .time, ana 
Picardy having been long the feat of war, wa^ 
reduced to the moft exhaufted coriditionj, he 
perceived that any enterprife fo tedious a^ the 
iiege of a fortified town^ muft be attended with 
infurmountable difficultie$. He refolved ;herer 
fore, in conformity to the opinion of his nu- 
bility, to advance towards the cpemyj^ and to 
compel them, if po0ible, to give him battk, 
}Jut the archduke, whofe army was greatly di-? 
minifhed by putting garrifons into the con- 
quered towns, h^d penetrated into hi^ dcfiga ^ 
and being no lefs averfe to an epgajgerjient than 
Henry was defirous of it, he left France with- 
out delay, and put his trpops into quarters of 
cantonment in the province of Artois, The 
king being thus difappointed in his hopes of a 
decifive aftion, difmifled the greater part of hii^ 
army, and leaving the marflial ©iron wi?h only 
five or fix thoufand men to check the excur-? 
iions of the Spanifh garrifons, he returned to 
Paris, where a great number of iniportanf af- 
fairs of ftate required his attention, 

gc bcfieges; While thf Spanilh army was employed in 
f I4fl4cr8. profecuting the war in France, no memorable 

?yent 
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event had happened in the Netherlands. This ^xxiV^ 
was not owing to any want of aftivity and vi- * J . ^ 
gour on the part of prince Maurixre, but to 
the extrcnne weakncfs of his arnny, which the 
States, from a defire of favmg their ftrength 
when they were not expofed to immediate dan- 
ger, had reduced fo low, that when all the 
garrifons were full, he could not lead into the 
field more than three thoufand men. With the 
affiftance of this little army, the garrifons of 
ibihe of the frontier towns had made feveral 
bdd incurfions into Flanders and Brabant> and 
cither plundered the country, or laid the inha- 
bitants under contributions. The States of 
thefe pro¥inces had ardently wifhed for the , 
return of the archduke^ and they now intreat- 
ed him to employ his arms in reducing fome of 
the plaees in their neighbourhood, from which 
they received fo great annoyance. Albert, 
who did not intend, by returning fo early to 
the Netherlands, to pafs the remainder of the 
ieafoxi without aftion, readily complied with 
their requeft j and, after deliberating widi his 
council of war, undertook the fiege of Hulft 
in Flanders. 

Maurice had, fince his^ conqueft of that 
place about five years before, made great ad- 
ditions to its fortifications. He had likewife 
formed the territory on which it (lands into ah 
U 4 ifland^ 
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iiland, by means of two large canals which 
were drawn round it 5 and, by building forts 
on thefe canals, and laying a part of the adja-: 
cent country under water, he had rendered the 
town almoft inacceffible. 

This at Icaft was the opinion of fome officers 
whom Albert had fent to reconnoitre it ; but 
being ambitious to diftinguifh the fitft y^ar of 
his adminiftration, by performing fome im- 
portant fervice to the people committed to his 
tare, and being excited at the fame time by 
De Rone and other adventurous fpirits, whom 
ho difficulties could deter from any enterprife, 
he pcrfifted in his defign, and proceeded im-» 
mediately to put it in execution. In order to 
conceal it as long as poffible from the enemy, 
he made a feint of attacking fome of the towns 
in Brabant, and this mealiire was attended 
with the defired effcft. . Of five thoufand men 
who were in garrifon at Hulft, prince Maurice 
ordered two thoufand to reinforce the garrifons 
of Gertrudenberg and Breda. 

Albeiit immediately after turned fuddenly 
towards Hulft, and having prepared a great 
number of i'mall boats, ht prde'red two of his 
principal officers,, de la'Biche and la Barlotta, 
to tranfport a part of his forces acrofs the in- 
undation and canals. Thde rpeo executed 

their 
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their commiflion with great fccrecy and filencc S xx?v^ 
in the dead of the night, and encountered dif- * — v— ^ 
ficulties which required the moft determined '^^^' 
refolution to furmount. The tide did not rife 
fo high as they expeft^d, and they were often 
obliged to leave their boats> and pufh them * i 
' forwards, while they flood up to their knees in 
mud. When, after much labour and difficul- 
ty, they had brought them to the fide of the 
canal, they were difcovered by the garrifons of 
fome forts which had been built to obftrudt 
their approach j but, notwithftanding the in- 
ceflant fire of thefe forts, they ftill continued 
to advance -, and having launched their boats 
in the canal, they at laft arrived on the other 
fide» with the lofs of only a fmall number of 
mep, Early next morning count Solnies, th^ . 
governor of Hulft, attacked them before they 
had time fo entrench themftlves. A bloody 
combat enfued, in which one regiment of the 
aflailants was routed, and their commander 
}cilled. But tlje reft reflefting on their defpe- 
fate fituation, from which it was impoflible to 
efcape, advanced with irrefiftible impetuofity, 
and, aftcf ipuch bloodfhed, compelled the 
garrifon to tak^ Ihdter in the town. 

Prince Maurice no fooner hear4 of what 
had happened, than he fet out with all the 
forces which, he could colledl, hoping to. b? 

able 
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able to drive the Spaniards from the iflandy 
before their number was increafed. But the 
archduke advanced with greater expedition, 
and prevented his approach. It was ftill prac- 
ticable for Maurice to tranfport his forces to 
Hulft, by the canal which falls into the Hondt 
or Weftcr-Scheld. But before he CQuld' reach 
the ifland in that way, Albert had tranfported 
his whole army, and begun the operations of 
the fiege. The only expedient which Maurice 
could now employ, was to introduce fupplics 
into the town by the canal, the mouth qf which 
was commanded by a ftrong fort, which he 
hoped the enemy would find impregnable. 
For this purpofe he fixed his refidence at Cru- 
ning in Zealand ; and from that place, troops 
were frequently conveyed to the afliftance of 
the befieged, notwithftanding the moft ftrC'- 
nuous endeavours of the Spanilh army to inter- 
cept them. 

The fiege and the defence were conduced 
with equal vigour, and the combatants on both 
fides gave innumerable proofs of the moft he* 
roic courage. The garrifon fallied out almoft 
every day,' and made dreadful havoc among 
the Spaniards. De Rone, to whom the chief 
conduft of the fiege had been committed, was 
killed ; and by this irreparable lofs the aflfail- 
ants were greatly difmayed. The archduke, 

however. 
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however, perfifted in thi$ cnterprife 5 and al.^ book 
though he h^ loft a much greater numhcr of u^^/-li» 
his troops than in both the fiegcs of Calais and '^^* 
Ardres, he continued his operations with un** 
remitted ardqr, till, befides demolilhing all the 
outworks of the place, he had made a breach 
in the wall fufficient to admit of an i^ffault, 

Th5 garriiCbn had thrown up a deep entrench- Horn given 
ment within the breach, i.nd a^s they were ftili s^^^id*. 
as numerous as ever, through the feafonable 
fupplies which prince Maurice from time to 
time had fent them, th^y had little regfon for 
dcfpair, But being feized with a fudden panic, 
they urged cjoynt Solmcs, the governor, with 
the moft earneft importunity, to capitulate ^ 
and the count, dreading that, in the pr^efent 
temper of their minds, they would probably 
deliver th(5 town without his confent, complied >«'^ Aug* 
with their requeft* 

Ai-BBRT ftaid no longer in Hulft than was vi£^ory of 
neceffary to give orders for repairing the forti- Ait^js^" '** 
ficatipns ; after which he returned to Bruflfels, 
amidft the joyful acclamations of the people; 
who flattered themfelves with hopes, that, 
under the government of a prince fo fuccefsful 
in all his enterprifes, an entire ftop would foon 
be put to the incurfions of the enemy, and in- 
fernal fecurity reftored. But their joy on this 

account 
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^xx?v ^ account was of fliort duration. Marflial Biron, 
V . ->r " *^ whom the French iitonarch had left behind him 
'^^ * in Picardy, with a body of feleft troops, had 
hitherto been fatisfied with afting on the de- 
fenfive 5 but foon after the furrender of Hulft, 
he began to make incurfions into the prpvince 
of Artois, and kept all the fouthern frontier 
of the Netherlands under perpetual alarmjs. 
The archduke fent the Marquis of Varambon 
to oppofe him J and Varambon for fome time 
obliged him to aft witlx greater caution and 
circumfpe£lion than he had hitherto obfervcd. 
But Biron having received intelligence that the 
marquis was on his march to offer battle, he 
advanced rapidly to meet him^ and, having 
placed the greater part of his troops in an am^ 
bufh, he proceeded with the reft till he bad 
reached the enemy- A fierce rencounter en- 
fuedi and Byron continued fighting, and re- 
treating, till he arrived at the place where his 
troops were polled. He then returned to the 
charge. with his whole forces united i and hav- 
ing taken Varambon prifoner, he put many 
of his troops to the. fword, and compelled the 
reft to.fave themfclves by flight**. 

The prince of Chimai, now duke D'Ar* 
chot, was appointed . to fucceed Varambon j 

* Bcnuvog]io> lib. lii. Grotius* 

and 
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and his endeavours to reprefs the incurfions of 
the enemy were attended with no better fuccefs 
thaii thofe of his predeceflbr. Biron triumphed '59^« 
over him through the fuperiority of his caval- 
ry, and continued to exercife his depredations 
in the open parts of the country, till the ap- 
proach of winter obliged him to retire. 

During the courfe of thefe tranfaftions in Expedition 
the Netherlands and France, Philip fuftained a ua agtinft 
calamity in Spain, which more than counter- ^**"' 
balanced any advantage, that could be expeft- 
ed from his late acquifitions, Almoft every 
feafon fince the difcomfiture of his Armada in . 
one thoufand five hundred and eighty-eight, 
the Englilh had undertaken fome naval enter- 
prife againft his dominions in Europe or in 
America. The affairs of the Netherlands and 
France had not hitherto left him leifure to take 
revenge for thefe infults ; nor was his leifure 
greater at the prefent period, than it had been . 
for fome years paft ; but his patience was ex- 
haufted i and his acquifition of a fea-port, fo 
comniodioufly fituated as Calais, gave him a 
facility of annoying his enemy, which he had 
not poflefled before. He refolved, notwith- 
ftanding his prefent embarraflments," to im- 
prove^ the advantage which this cifcumftance 
prcfcnted, and having begun to prepare a riaval* 
and mititary force,' he intended to msfkei'de-' 
' 'i 6 fcent 
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BOOK, fccnt ifl Ireknd j inhere he had long fomentccJ 
v-^^r-^ ?hc rebellious fpirit of the catholic inhabitants!^ 
*^' 4nd had reafon to believe that they would join 
his troopsi ^ foon a& they fhould laiid* 

Eariofifle« Elizabetk was awafc of the impehding' 
CXrf.'' danger, and determined, if poffiblci to difli- 
pate the ftorm before it Ihould approach. For 
this purpofc (he fitted out a fleet of more than 
a hundred tod fifty (hips, having about eight 
thouland foldiers and feven thoufand mariners 
on board, and gave the command of the land 
forced to the earl of Effex, and that of the navy 
to lord Howard of Effingham. To this fleet 
the Dutch added twenty-four fhips, with a pro- 
portional number of troops, under the com-- 
mand of Wardmont, vice-admiral of Holland, 
and count Lewis of NaflTau, coufin to prince 
Maurice. 



With this, powerful armament, Elizabeth 
intended to make an attack on Cadiz> where 
t^hilip's naval preparatidns were principally car- 
ried on. But its deftination was ciwefully con- 
cealed. Sealed inftruftions were delivered to 
the feveral commanders,, not to be opened till 
they ihould arrive at Cape St. Vincent's > and 
they were ordered, inr their waythitherj t^keep 
at, a diftaace firoru the coafts erf Spaia and^ P^^-* 

tugal. 



PHILIP II. KING OF SPAIN. 303 

tugal, in order to prevent a difcovery of their ^ S^^'^ 
defign. i--^ 

1596. 

These precautions (erved effedhially the 
purpofe which was intended. The whole fleet 
ajrrived on the twentieth of June within fight of 
Cadiz, and found the Spaniards entirely unpre- 
pared for their defence. There was in the bay 
and harbour, befides thirty-fix merchant Ihips 
richly laden, and ready to fail for America and the 
Indies, a fleet of about thirty fhips of war, and 
a great number of tranfports loaded with naval 
ftores, defigned for the equipment of another 
fleet, which Philip was then fitting out at Lif- 
bon. But there was no perfon in the place in- 
vefted with the chief command,. and no garrifon 
in it fufficient for its defence. 

The Spanifh men of war, however, were Cadir rack- 
quickly drawn up in the mouth of the bay, and dwdVy 'ih^ 
tfiey fuftained the attaclc of an enemy fo much ^"R^^* 
fuperior to them, for feveral hours, till fome of 
riieir largeft. (hips were taken, others burnt, 
and the reft driven a-ground on the flats and 
Ihallows. 

Immediately after this fuccefs, the. earl of 

Eflex landed his troops, and led them towards 

, the town. A body of Spanifh forces marched 

out to meet him 5 but being iinahle to with*? 

ftand 
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^xx?v!^ ftand the impettrofityof theEhglilh, theyfoori 
-^ turned their backs and fled. The Engliih pur- 
fued, and entered the town along with them. 
The inhabitants, who '^ere thrown into the 
moft dreadful confternation, made a feeble re- 
fiftance, and the caftle furrendered before the 
Engliih artillery had begun to fire. Eflex dif- 
covered no lefs humanity after his viftory, 
than bravery in acquiring it. The town in- 
deed was given up to be plundered by the 
foldiers, but no cruelty or outrage, . fuch as 
occurs fo often in the hiftory of the Nether- 
' lands, was permitted to be exercifed. The 
booty was immenfe, and would have, been 
much greater, if, while the commanders were 
treating with fome of the principal merchants 
ab9ut a ranfom for the merchant fhips, the 
duke de Medina, who lay with fome troops 
near the town, had not given orders for fettihg 
them on fire. It was computed that, in mili- 
tary and naval ftores, merchant goods, and 
Ihips, the lofs which Philip and his fubjefts 
fuftained on this occafion, could not amount 
to lefs than twenty millions of ducats. Had 
the advice of the earl of Eflex been followed, 
the Englifl> would have attempted to retain 
pofleflion of the town, but Lord Howard and 
the other commanders regarded his propofal as | 
chimerical. They believed that they had al- 
ready fulfilled- -.the queen's intentioiiis : they 

dreaded 



l^ttl'L!? 11. KtNG OF SPAIN. 305 

dreaded the approach of a Spanifh army, and ^^xiV^ 
thereYore they made hafte to put their plunder w--^/— <i# 
on board thek fhips> and immediately fet fail * ^ ' 
for England* 

T«E affront which Philip i^ccivcd on this Dcftruaion 

r . of the spa* 

occaiion, in haying one of his capital towns ni(h fleet, 
facked and plundered, conliituted a confider- irchnd* ^ 
able part of his calamity, as it leflened exceed- 
ingly the opinion entertained of his prudence^ 
as well as of his internal ftrength* This con-» 
fideration^ j6ined to an impatient defire of 
taking vengeance on Elizabeth^ determined 
him, without regard to the approach of winter^ 
to carry his jilan of invading Ireland into im- 
mediate "execution. By the arrival of his 
Plate fleet from America, he was enabled to 
equip in Lifbon and other places a hundred and 
twenty-eight fhips of war and tranfports, with 
fourteen thoufand troops on board, befides a 
great number of Irifh catholics, and a prodi- 
gious quantity of military ftores, and materials 
and inftruments for building forts. This ffeet> 
under the'comqnandof Don Martin de Padilla, 
fetfail from Ferrol in the month of November i 
and if it had reached the deflined port, the 
Spariiatds, with the afliftance of the Popifti in- 
habitants, muft have acquired fo firm an efla- 
bliflitnent in Ireland, as would have coft the 
Vol. III. X Engliflx 
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BOOK Englifh many years, and much cxpencc of la- 
wrv-''l> hour and blood, to difpofiefs them. 

Elizabeth and her fubjefts, flufhed with their 
fucccfs at Cadiz, were as fecure as if the wound 
which they had lately infliftcdon Philip's naval 
power had bjecn mortal. They had no fufpicion 
of his defigh, and were entirely ignorant of his 
preparations s but the good providence of heaven 
interpofed remarkably on this occafion, as it 
had done formerly, in their behalf* The Spa- 
nifti fleet was overtaken by a florm oflT Cape 
Finifterre, and about forty fhips, with their 
crews and ftpres, were loft. Padilla got back 
with difficulty to Ferrol j and henceforth all 
thoughts of. the intended entcrprife were lai4 
afide ^ 

1597- These calamities were fucceeded by another 

of Turn- no Icfs difaftfous event, which happened in the 
Netherlands in the beginning of the year one . 
thouf^nd five hundred and nincty-feven. The 
fertile provinces of Brabant ftill lay expofed 
to the incurfions of the confederates s and the. 
inhabitants, in order to fave the country and 
villages from being facked and plundered, had 
been obliged to fubmit.to contributions,^ with 
' which the United States were enabled to main- 

* Grotius, lib. r. pi 169. Camden, p. 730. Cartc,^ 
lib. xixft . 

6 tain 
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tain the garrifons of Breda, Gcrtrudcnberg, and » ?x«r* 
other places. The archduke, felicitous to de- ^ - v "^ 
liver the people from thefe opprelfions, had *^'^' 
cantoned between four and five thoufand horfe 
and foot in the open town of Turnhout, which> 
on account of its neighbourhood to Breda, he 
judged to be the fitteft fituation for watching the 
motions of the enemy ; and he had given the 
command of thefe forces to the count de Varas, 
brother to the marquis of Varambon* 

PRihCE Maurice having received intelli-^ 
gcnc« that Varas had been intrufted with this 
command more on account of his rank and fa*^ 
mily'^ than his military {kill> refolved to avail 
hirnfclf of this imprudence, into which the 
archduke had been betrayed,^ With great fc- 
crecy and expedition he drew together an army 
of five thoufand foot and eight hundred horfe, 
and fet out from Gertrudenberg with a defign 
to attack the Spaniards in their quarters of can« 
tonment# Varas was informed of his inten<* 
tioii only on the evening before, and was de* 
termined> in tontradiftion to the remonftrancea 
of fomc of his officers, to retire to the town of 
Herentals. He accordingly fcnt oflF the bag- 
gage in the night, and began his march by 
day^break, without the found either of drum « 

' Of the name of De Rie ia Fraiiche G^^te. 

X a ' ' or 
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BOOK or trumpet. His troops, almoft all of whom 
^ V ' » were experienced veterans, were at firft indig- 
'^''* nant at the thoughts of flying from an enemy 
whom they had often conquered; but the 
dread with^ which their general was. aftuated, 
foon difFufed itfelf into every bread, and begot 
a convidion, that their prefervation depended 
on the celerity of their retreat. 

Maurice was only a few miles from Turn- 
hout when his fcouts informed him of the count's 
departure* He immediately fent Sir Francis 
Vere with a party of horfe to fcour th^ woods 
and hedges, and difpatched another .party un* 
der count Hohenloe, to retard the %>aniards 
on their m^rch till the infantry (hould arrive. 
Befides count Hohenloe and Sir Francis Vere> 
the prince had brought with him count 3olmes> 
Sir Robert Sidney, governor of Fluihing, and 
feveral others of his braveft and moft experien- 
ced officers, by whom all his orders were ex- 
ecuted with equal prudence and intrepidity. 
Count Hohenloe, at the head of four hundred 
horfe, began the attack, and quickly routed 
the Spanifli cavalry, who, being driven back 
upon the foot, thr^w them into ^Kotdcr. At 
this crifls, * Mauric^' himfeJf and Sir 'Francis 
Vere came \ip, and having -broken throtigh the 
enemy's ranks, completed their confufion, and 
made dreadful havoc among them, till the 
4 ' greateft 
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grcateft part of them were, either put to th^ "xxnr^ 
fword or taken prifoners, Varas himfelf was v— ^^-l-^ 
kiUed, after having given proofs, that his mif- '^^^* 
conduft had not proceeded from the want of 
perfonal bravery, but from the confcioufnefs of 
his inexperience, and his folicitude for the pre- 
fervation of his troops. Above two thoufand 
were flain, and five hundred taken prifoners, • 
while the victors loft only nine or ten. 

It was in this engagement that a pradlice 
invented by Maurice was firft introduced, of 
arming the cavalry with carabines inftead of 
lances ; and to this invention, which filled the 
enemy with amazement, Grotius . afcribes the 
great facility with which they were overpower- 
ed J for the viftory was gained entirely by the 
horfe, and the infantry arrived only in time 
to divide the Ipoil. 

Thb battle of Turnhout, through the great 
diijparity between the numbers of the flain oa 
die oppofite fides, contributed more to exalt 
the cbaraHer of Maurice,, than any of his 
former atchievements. Nor was it military re- 
nojvn only Y^hich he acquired 5 he gave a ftrik- 
ing proof likewife, of his humanity in his treat- 
ment of the prifoners, yrhom he proteftedfrom 
all injury and violence with the utmoft care, 
and many of whom recovered throjugh the ten- 
X3 dcr 
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^xxiv^ der attention which he beftowcd. He fent the 
^'—y — ^ body of count Varas to the archduke; and 
'^'^* Albert on that occafion affured him, that he 
would follow his generous txample, and take 
efFcftual pains to prevent all cruelty and out- 
rage in the further profecution of the war*. 

Thefurprifc The lofs which Albert fuftained in the battle 
mienfl. ^f 'j'^mhout was foon afterwards compenfated 
by his acquifition of Amiens, the capital of 
Picardy, and one of the ftrongeft and moft im- 
portant towns in France. The citizens, who 
had been zealous partizans of the League, had 
lately fubmitted to the king, upon condition 
that all their ancient privileges Ihould be pre- 
icrved, and in particular, that they fliould be 
allowed to guard the town themfelVes, and 
not be obliged to admit a garrifon of merce- 
nary troops. 

The number of thofe who were enrolled for 
tearing arms was between fourteen and fifteen 
thoufand; but neither their difcipline' nor their 
vigilance correfponded to the danger to which 
thpy were expofcd from the neighboui-hood of 
the Spaniards. They gave tjie'fame attention 

to their ordinary occupations as in the time- of 

' • ■ " ■ ■ ■• .' J / , , « ■ *• 

« GrotiaSy lib.vf. ab Initio. TBuanus, lib. cxvHi. c. v, 
BcDtivoglio, part lif. lib. iit V • ' " '^^' • ^^ 

- peace i 
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peace; only a few were employed as centincls ^^^^ 
and guards^ and even thefe performed their u-^.>-^i.j 
duty in the moft negligent manner. '^^^' 

Of this negligence, Portocarrero, governor 
of Dourlens, a brave and enterprifing officer, ' ^ 

had received intelligence from one of the citi- 
zens ^ and he founded upon it a plan for tak*- 
ing the city by furprife. Having communis 
cated this plan to the archduke, and obtained 
his approbation, he coUedled from the neigh«* 
bouring garrifons about three thoufand horfe 
and foot, which he judged to befufficient to 
carry it into execution ». On the eleventh of 
March, he fet out from Dourlens in the be- 
ginning of the night, and before fun-rife ar- 
rived at an hermitage about a quarter of a mile 
from Amiens. As foon as he perceived that 
the gate which lay next him was opened, he 
fent forward ten or twelve of the moft refolute 
of his foldiers, with three officers, called d'Og- 
nano. La Croix, and Del Aero, difguifed like 
the peafants of that country with long frocks, 
nnder which each of them had a brace of pif- 
Jols and a fword concealed. Three of thit 

^ He had been banifhed on account of fome crime. 

1^ They confined of eleven hundred Spaiuards» five hnn-^ 
dred Burgundians and Germans, four hundred JriQi^ two<v 
bun4red Walloons^ and nine hundred horfe. 

X j^ ' party 
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*xxiv^ party carried bags filled with outs and 
^i— s/-<w apples. One of them drove a waggon load* 
'^^^' ed with large beams, and the reft followed 
flowly at a little diftance. When the three 
firft had paffed the pallifades and approached 
the gate, one of them fell down as by a^ccidentj, 
^ and fcattered the nuts and apples 5 and while 
the guards, making game of the fuppofcd pca- 
fant, were fcrambling.forthe fruit, the waggon 
was driven under the gate. There it ftopped, 
and Del Aero, by pulling an iron pin^^ quickly 
difengaged the horfes. He then fired a piftol, 
which was the fign agreed upon, and he, and 
thofe whd were :with .him,, falling with great 
fury upon the guard, killed moft of them, andi 
made themfelves mafters of . the ^^te. The 
centinel upon the top of the gate-way, per- 
ceiving what had paffed, attempted to let down 
the portcullis; but it was fufpended by the 
beams and the waggo;i i and Portocarrero in 
the mean time brought forward his troops, and 
rufhed into the town. The citizens, entirely 
imprepared for this fudden attack, were over- 
whelmed with aftonifhment and confternation. 
Their Fefiftance was feeble and ill-conduftcd ^ 
and, after about a hundred of their numbei;* 
had fallen, they laid down their arms, and fuF- 
lered the enemy tp take |)offeffion of the 
fown* ^ - 

The 
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The news of this difafter affefted the French book. 

XXlV. ' 

monarch in the moft fenfiblc manner, and ■ 



greatly allaytd the joy which his late triumph HeiJ^'sW- 
over the League was calculated to excite. He *^«<*;>»*>»« 
confidercd, that the Spaniards were, » before 
this time, in pofleflion of Calais, one of the 
principal fea-ports in his dominions ; and that 
by their prefcnt conqueft they had opened a 
paflage from the Netherlands, by which ^ they 
could make incurfions to the gates of the ca- 
pital. He was mortified by reflefting on the 
judgment which foreign nations muft form of a 
prince, whofe glory confifted chiefly in viftories 
obtained over his own fubjefts ; and he dread- 
ed, that the malcontents in his kingdom might 
take advantage of the prefent calamity, and re- 
kindle the flames of civil war. He had la- 
boured for fome time under bad health s not- 
withftanding which, he broke oflF a courfe of 
medicine which had been prefcribed to him, 
and fet out immediately for Corbie on the 
Somme *, where, after confulting with the mar- 
ihal Biron and fome other principal officers, he 
refolved to poflpone every other objeft of his 
attention to the r^overy of Amiens. He then 
ordered Biron, to inveft the town with fuch 
forces as he could draw from the neighbouring 

' ^ Aboot three leagues higher than Amiens. 

garrifonS| 
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BOOK garriibns, and returned to Paris to haften the 

\,. ^ ' ; preparations ncccflary to infure fucxcfs. 

The rKge pf Henry kntw that the moft vigorous exertion 
of his adlivity was requifite on this occafion^ 
and he laboured with unceafing ardour, till, 
befidcs raifing a numerous army, he had col- 
leded, from every quarter of his dominions, 
provifions and military ftores proportioned to 
the difficulty of his intended enterprifc. He 
concluded at this time a new alliance with the 
queen of England and the States of Holland ; 
in confequence of which the former fcnt him 
foiu: thoufand troops, and the latter furnilhed 
him with a confiderable fum of money, befides 
engaging to make a powerful diverfion of the 
Spanifli forces in the Netherlands- ' Having 
lent off his troops tp Amiens before him, as faft 
as they were raifed, he found, on his return 
thither in the beginning of June, that the fiege . 
was already far advanced. Biron, prompted by . 
his natural ardour, and piqued by ^ faying 
which had dropt from the king, that his affairs 
almoft never profpered where he was not pre- ^ 
fent, had exerted the moft indefatigable vigi-. 
l^nce and induftry. He had rendered the 
blockade complete, by drawing ftrong lines of 
circumvallation round the town, and had be- 
gun to make his approaches to the y^Blls. 

Henry 
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Henry approved highly of every thing that he book 
had done, and in order to pacify his refentment, %->^>^«4ii 
differed him ftill to retain the chief command, ' *^^' 

As the number of the troops was confiderably 
augmented by thofe which the king had brought 
with him, and by the arrival of the Englifli 
forces, the operations of the iicge were carried 
on with redoubled ardour and alacrity i but the 1 
progrefs of the aflailants was retarded greatly 
beyond what had been expefted, by the invin- 
cible bravery and unremitted vigilance of the 
governor and garrifon, who diQ)uted every inch 
of ground with matchlefs intrepidity, and in the 
numberlefs fallies which they made, put fome 
thoufands of the befiegers to the-fword. , 

By thefe fallies their own number was confi- 
derably diminiflied, and in one of them Porto- 
carrero was killed. The defence. however was 
ftill condufted with the fame (kill and fpirit as 
before by the marquis de Montenegro, a Nea-*^ 
politan of the family of CarafFa, and the king 
had reafon to defpair of being able to finifh his 
cnterprifc before the arrival of the Spanilh army 
from the Netherlands. 

' The archduke was fenfiblc that \t was of Aibcfttt. 
great importance to Philip's int?rcft.to preferve tXtoiaife 

poffeffion *^« ^«8^' 
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BOOK pofieillon of Amiens, whether he ihould enter 
^- -,[ji into a treaty of peace with the French monarchy 
»S97» or profecute the war j and he could not have 
exerted himfelf with greater aftivity in making 
the preparations necefl[ary to raife the fiegc. 
But his levies, as well as all his other prepara- 
tions, had been carried on flowly, thr^jugh the 
extreme difficulty which he found in procuring 
money. The deftrudtion of the fleet an4 ftores 
at Cadiz had contributed not a little to increafe 
that diforder which had fo long prevailed in 
the king's finances.' For fcveral years Philip 
had been in the pradice of borrowing large 
iums from the Italiaa and Flemifh merchants^ 
for which he had agreed to pay therti an exor- 
bitant intereft, and had mortgaged certain 
branches of his revenue. The inconveniences 
arifing from thence had become intolerable, 
and he was defermined to deliver himfelf from 
them at once, whatever Ihould be the confe- 
quence. He had accordingly publiftied an 
• ^ediSt in the month of November of the pren 
•eding year, declaring all the contracts by 
which he had fequeftered his revenue to be 
null and void ; and alleging, as an excufe for 
this ftep, that, through the unfair advantages 
which had been taken of his diftrefs, he had 
leafon to drcaid, that unlefs fome remedy were 
immediately applied, all his labours in ibehalf 
. of 
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of Ghrifiendoin and the tnic religion ^oukl be ^^^Jt*^ 

loft '. . y , ^ mf 

Ph^liTp ji^ W Ikde reafon to be fatisiied 
wkh the prviknce/ as with the juftice^ of thi$ 
expedient. His annu^ r^enue, though nomr 
freed from all incUmbrftnces^ was infufficient to 
defray the endrmpus -expence of the prefent 
War. It was ftill neceflary for him^ while the 
war continued, to borrpw money j but no mer- 
chants either in Genoa or Antwerp, .where it 
had been ufually found, could be perfuaded to 
advance^it I and it was this caufe chiefly which 
had fo long retarded the arcliduke's prepara^ 
tkms for the relief of Amieils. 

The blockade of that city had been formed Sarren^qp 
in April, and it was the end of Auguft before 
he could begin hts march. At that time bt 
fet out with an army of moife than, five and 
twenty thoiifand men, and arrived within fight 
of the French camp about the middle of Sep* 
tember. As his infantry was greatly fuperior 
to that of the enemy, he refolv ed to offer battle ; 
and from the well-known temper of die French 
monarch, he doubted not that his challe|]|gi$ 
would be accepted. But H^nry being diftruft- 
ful of his ihfentry, the gres^teft part of which 

* ^GrotiuSy lib. v. 

confifted 
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BOOK confifted of raw troops, readily complied with 
the advice of the duke de Mayenne, whom he 
had brought with him to the fiege, and refolvcd 
i6 remain within his lines* The archduke ad- 
vanced towards him» with his army drawn up 
m order of batde ; but when he perceived that 
the king's refolution was* unalterably fixed, that 
he was well prepared for his defence* and that 
his cntrtochmcnts were every where ftrongly 
fortified, he defpaired of being able to efleftu- 
iate his purpofe, and returned to the Nether- 
lands. In a few days after his retreat, the 
marquis de Montenegra, with the apprd>2ttioii 
of the archduke, consented to capitulate, and 
received from Henry the mofl: honourable 
terms ''. 



Progrefi of 
the war in 
the Nether- 
landt. 



End of 
Auguft. 



DuR^G the greateft part of the fiege of 
Amiens, nothing memorable was tranfa&ed^iri 
the Netherlands; but as the archduke had, iii 
l»rder to fill up his army, almoft drained the 
provinces of troops, he had no Jboner begun 
his march, than prince Maurice, having af^ 
fembled between twelve and thirteen thoufand 
horie and foot, laid fiege to Rhinberg, and in 
a few days obliged it to capitulate, though the 
garrifon amounted to a thoufand men. He 
next f-educed the town of Meurs with the fame . 



^ D*AvIla, lib, xv, BentivogHo^pIrt iii. lib. iv. 

facility* 
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facility. After which, having pafied the Rhine, ^ ^o k 
he made himfelf mailer of Gfol, Brevort, and '^ — sr^ 



Icveral ' other places, and then direfted his ^^th &sp'- 
march towards Lingen, the only fortified town **"^'* 
which remained in pofleffion of the Spaniards 
on the north fide of the Rhine. Both the town 
and caftle of Lingen were commanded by 
count Frederic of Hcremberg, with a garrifon 
of fix or feven hundred men j and the count 
madei for ibme time, a vigorous and fpirited 
defence. But the prince, after his batteries 
were ready to begin to play, having fent him a 
fummons to furrender on honourable terms, 
with an intimation, that as this was the firft 
fumixu)ns, io he might be aflured that it would 
be the laft; Heremberg confidered, that his 
perfeverancc muft be attended with the deftruc- 
tion of the garrifon, and therefore agreed to the 
terms propofed. 

All thefe conquefts were atchieved in left 
than three months. In thofc of Grol and Bre- 
vort, places fituated in a marlhy foil, Maurice 
encountered difficulties which required a vi- 
gorous exertion of his fuperior talents to fur- 
mount; but as no peculiar or ftriking circum- 
ftances are recorded by the cotemporary hifto- 
rians, I have not thought it neceffary to.defcend 
to a particular detail. The acquifition of fo 
many frontier towns was of great importance to- 

the 
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BOOR the United Provinces, as they were 4?hereby dc- 
u— v>~^ livered from the incurfions of the Spanish gar- 
'5*7. rifons, by .which the inhabitants of ^the adjacent 
country had been kq)t under perpetual alarms 5 
and the States, deeply fenfiUe .of 4^is advan^ 
tage, teftified their gratitude to prince Maurice, 
by conferring on him and on his pofterity the 
rich ieigniory of Lingen and its dependencies. 

,59s. These tranfaftions li^ppened toimard^ the 

tioorfor ^^d ^f ^J^c y^^** o^^ thouiknd five hundred and 
peice. nincty-fey:en ; and. the following was diftin- 
guiftied by a negociation which was fet on foot 
for the eftabliihment of peace iDecween France 
and Spain. Neither Philip nor Henry had de- 
rived from' the war thofe advantages, by the 
profped of which they hajj been.aiiured, and 
both of them had powerful motives for. defir-% 
ing that it might be Ipeedily brofaght to a con* 
clwfion. Philip's eyes were now opened to the 
vanity of thofe flattsenng dreanrs of conqiiefl: 
by which he had been fo long deluded. His 
acquifitions in France had coft him more than 
they were worth ; and befides the ^cpence of 
making them, they were much- more than coim- 
terbaianced by the lofles which year after year 
he had fufFered in the Netherlands. His fi- 
nances, as has been already mentioned, were in 
extreme difordcr; his credit was ruined by the 
late violation of his faith; his troops in many 

places 



fUtUf It. ^mc? Of sPAfM. 541 

})iac*s df lite Low Countries had mutinied ^^x?v'^ 
a'gairiy oilr akj^ount of their want of |^ay ; and w -s^-i^ 
if die W« Ihoiild continue for another cam- '^'** 
paffgn^ he t&oughl^ it hot improbable t!hat thd 
grtatar pAti c^f «httn would rcfufe to march 
zgmft the*ftfe*ifiiy« From his advanced age^ 
and broken healthy he had reafon to beKeve 
that his d€ath was not far diffant, and he 
dreaded the fatal confequences which might 
arife from Icaring Ms fonj who was hardly ar-^ 
rivcfd ^ tfhe age of manhood^ involved in wai' 
vith a prince fo powerful and enteiprifing as 
the king of France* 

pEAdB was no lefs defirable to Henry than 
to Philiprthofe wounds under which his king-^ 
dom had bled for fo many yearsi were ftill un- 
clofed^ arid numbiirlefs diftemperS prevailed in 
almoft every quarter, to which no effeAual re- 
medy eould be applied during the continuance 
of thi win 

WwiLEi for thefc feafons, both princes were THcp«fHi 
alike defirous of peace, neither of them i^ould tween the 
yield fo far t6 his antagonift: as to be the firft monarcht. 
to pfopolfe it. But the fovereign pontiff, as the 
father of all cjatholic prihces, and the common 
frteijd of the two contending monarchs, acted 
the part' of mediator between themi and Cle- 
ttlent difcovered on this occafion a degree of 

V6l> III. Y zeal 
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^xxiv^ zeal and prudence, which juitiy entitled him 
%j,^^,^ to that high rcfpeft in which his eharafter 
'^^^* wiis held by his cotemporaries. At hi3 requeft, 
it was agreed by the two kings, that a con- 
grefs fhould be held at Vervins, a town in Pi- 
cardy, near the confines of Hainault. The prc- 
fidents de Bellievre and Sillery were appointed 
plenipotentiaries by Henry ^ and Ricardotto 
and Baptifta Taflis, by Philip, Alexander d^ 
Medici, the cardinal legate, likewife repaired 
thither, and in the mon h of February the 
conferences were begun. 

' oppofition These conferences were matter of great an- 
EiiMb'eth ^ xicty to the States of Holland, as they could 
sut«!!* not doubt that a principal motive which had 
determined Philip to difengage himfelf from 
the war with France, was, that he might be at 
liberty to employ his whole ftrength againft 
the confederated provinces. They were not 
without fulpicions likewife, that the ^queen of 
England would embrace the prefent oppor- 
tunity of delivering herfelf from the Spanifh 
war, and were therefore much difquieted at the 
apprehenfions of being left without an ally to 
fupport them. But they were foon delivered 
from their fears with regard to the conduft of 
Elizabeth, who being entirely convinced that 
the intereft and fafety of their infant republic 
were infeparable from her own, gave them 

frefh 
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frefli alTurances of the continuance of her friend- ^ xxiv'^ 
Ihip* 



V— .^^..^^ 



iS9«. 



The French naonarch no fooncr agreed to 
the pope's prdpofal of a congrefs, than he fent 
an intimation of it to his allies, and exprefled 
his defire, that, if poffible, a general peace 
might be eftablifhed, in which they, as well as 
himfelf, 'might be comprehended. But nei- 
ther Elizabeth nor the States were dilpofed 
to liften to his advice. The latter were 
were well aflured that no confideration would 
perfuade Philip to treat .with them as a free 
ftate, and they were unalterably determined 
never to acknowledge him for their fovereign. 
Elizabeth, who had on different occafions ex- 
perienced the great advantage which fhe de- 
rived from her alliance with them, was no lefs 
folicitous than themfelves that they fhould 
maintain their independence; and fhe belie ved> 
that, while they maintained it, fhe fhould have 
no great reafon to ^read the power of Philip, 
She was concerned however at the profpeft of 
lofing fo ufeful an ally as the king of France, 
and fent Sir Robert Cecil an4 Mr. Herbert, 
who were accompanied by Juflin de NafTau 
and the celebrated Barnevelt, from the States, 
to remonflrate with Henry againfl the peace. 

These able negociators left no argument un^ 

touched that could difTuade him from his pur- 

Y 2 pofe: 
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BOOK pofe : they reminded him of the alliance into 
-^■■■\ \,t which he had lately entered with the queen and 
^'?^* the States, and of the afliftance yrhich on dif- 
ferent occafions they had afforded him. They 
reprefented the danger to which he expofed 
himfelf by treating with a prince who had given 
fo many ftriking proofs of infinccrityj and 
they offered to furnifh him with a large fupply 
of forces, befides money, and a numerous fleet, 
for the recovery of Calais, and the farther pro- 
fficution of the war. 

Henry replied, that no alliance which he 
had formed with the queen or the States, could 
be reafonably interpreted as an obligation on 
him unneceffarily to prolong the war, which he 
was perfuaded wpuld foon prove the utter ruin 
of his kingdom. He expreffed in ftrong terms 
his gratitude for the friendfhip which they had 
Ihewn him, and affured them, that no peace 
which he fhould conclude with Spain, would 
^ prevent him from making a fuitable return. 
From the manner of life to which he had been 
fo long inured, joined to the provocations 
which he had received from Philip, they might 
believe, that it was not an averiion to the war> 
but the neceffity of peace, that had determined 
him to embrace a meafure fo repugnant %o the 
inclination of his friends. The diforders which 
prevailed., in his dominions were fuch, that if 

the 
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the proper remedies were not applied, they ^j^^*^ 
would foon become incurable, and thefe re- 
medies could not be applied in the time of war; 
but peace, he hoped, would quickly reftorc 
his kingdom to its native ftrength and vigour 5 
when, inftead of being a burden upon his 
allies, as he had hitherto been, he would be 
able,, and they.fhould find him willing, not 
only to repay with intereft the obligations which 
they had laid him under, but to defend and 
proteft them, and the .reft of Europe, againft 
the exorbitant ambition bf the king of 
Spain, 

This apology, delivered with that irrefiftible 
force of natural eloquence, by which Henry 
was eminently diftinguifhed, made a ftrojig im- 
preffion upon the minds of the En;glilh and 
Dutch ambaffadors ; they could not doubt of 
the truth of what they had heard 1 and before 
their departure, they had the pandour to ac- 
knowledge, that as the peace which he was 
about to conclude was hec^ffary for France, fo 
it might be found in the iffue highly beneficial 
to the other European powers. Henry fent 
ambaffadors to England and Holland to en- 
force what he had faid on this occafion, and 
ftill continued as formerly on terms of cordial 
friendfhip both with Elizabeth and the States. 
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^xxfv^ The treaty of peace was foon after brought 

' — ^j — ' to the defircd condufion^ Several difficulties 

conc^fion occurred during the courfe of the conferences, 

tlflTuT which were removed through the difinterefted 

^^^^' zeal and great authority of the pope and the 

cardinal legate ; and at length, upon Henry's 

refigning his claim to Cambray, -Philip con- 

fented, though with great reluftance, to give 

up Calais, Andres, Dourlens, and all the other 

towns in France, which he had acquired at the 

expence of fo much blood and treafure "• 

^anstcrsthe I^HiLiP had bccn the more folicitous to put 
tllfabdu * an end to the war, on account of a fcheme 
and A»>ert. which he had conceived, after the difappoint- 
mcnt of his views in France, of transferring the 
fovereignty of the Netherlands tohiseldeftdaugh- 
itcr Ifabella, whom he intended to give in mar- 
riage to the archduke. And to embrace this 
meafur^, he was prompted, partly by his affc6tion 
for the Infanta, one of the moft accompliflied 
women of the age, and partly by his efteem 
for Albert, whom, of all the princes in Europe, 
he deemed the moft worthy of fo illuftrious an 
alliance, 

' At VervinS;, 

^ Bentivoglio, part iii. lib. i^. p. 464. Su1]y» lib. ix. 
D'A Vila, towards the coDclufidn. Thuanas, lib.cxx. fe£)t.i. 
and v.; and Camden, p. y6o, Sec. Miniana, lib. x. 
^ap, xii. 

But 
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But while his attachment to his daughter * xx?vf 
and her future hufband made him defirous of ^-•— v-— ^ 
procuring for them fome fovereign eftablilh- His'dfibc- 
mentj^ he could not^ without reluftance, refolve ihuTJbjcft, 
to feparate from the body of his empire To rich 
a portion of his hereditary dominions. To 
the troops and money of the Netherlands/ the 
late emperor and himfelf had been greatly in- 
debted for moft of their viftories over therr 
enemies in France and Germany j and it had 
been the Netherlands chiefly, which, by their 
fituation in the heart of Europe, had rendered 
them formidable to the feveral European 
powers, and enabled them fo long to maintain 
the tranquillity of their other dominions. The 
prefervation indeed of thefe provinces had, for 
.many years, proved a perpetual drain for the 
wealth of the Spanifh monarchy -, but it was 
doubtful whether, if they were disjointed from 
it, they would not be found as great a burden 
as ever, fince it would ftill be incumbent on 
the king to fupport the archduke in his new 
fovereignty, againft the attempts of his ene- 
mies in the revolted provinces. 

These confiderations were urged with great 
warmth by the count de Fuentes, in order to 
difTuade Philip from the profecution of his de- 
iign. But fome others of his counfellors, andpar- 
ticularly the count de Caftel-Rodrigo, in whom 
Y 4 he 
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^xxiv^ hcrcpofedthe greatcft eonfideiicc, wcr« at no 

v> — 1. J ler& paias to confirm him in itj by r^ref^it-f 

'^^** ing, that the f<;paratioH propofed^ inftead gf 

leiTening, would ferve to augment the itrengd^ 

^d vigour of the Sp^fli monarchy. 

^^ Th£ Netherlands lay fb remote from the 
feat of government^ and the laws of that coun^ 
try, and the langua'ge^ charaAer, ^nd manners 
of the people, were fo extremely different froni 
thofe of Spain, tjiat it would be fpr ever found 
impracticable to preferve them in obedience. 
Their averfion to a foreign dominion, and 
efpeci^Hy that of Spain, was infxu-moyntable ^ 
the abfenc^ a^d diftance of the king had been 
the caufe of that inveterate rebellion which had 
furniftied employment to his armies f^r ajmoft 
forty years, and np other effeftual mean? coyld 
be deyifed either to reconcile the province? 
which h^d already revolted, or to prevent the 
f-eft from imitating their example, but to give 
them a foyereign of their own, who, b>y refid- 
ing among them, might conciliate and fecure 
their affedlions, It was true, that, without the 
affiftance of the queen of England, the rebels 
rnuft long ere novf have laid down their arms j 
but if with the feeble aid which they hsjd re- 
ceived from a qucei^ e;igrQ0c4 with dpmcftic 
cares, and tottering Qr> }]fix throne, they had 
hpcn^ able for fo niany years not only to de- 
fend 
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fend themfelvcs, but to cany on an offenfivc ^ p s^ 
fuccel^ul war, how much rcafon was there to ^^ ' ■^w- ' -i. 
dread t4i€ coni^quences that muft follow, if the '^ 
Pritifh crowns were united, as they would 
foon be, on the head of a prince in the vigour 
of life, who bein^ free from the cmbarraflhients 
of a difputed title, would have full leiiure to 
give attention to foreign affairs. From jealoufy 
of the king, the neighbouring princes would 
never ceafe to fupport the rebellion, and fo- 
ment, the <iifcontents of his Flemifh fubjefts } 
but if the Netherlands were difunited from the 
Spanifti monarchy, and erefted into a feparate 
and independent ftate, the caufe of that jea- 
loufy would be removed j it would become the 
mtereft of France and Britain, and the other 
neighbouring powers, to lend their alHftance to 
cxtingi3i(h the war'i and even the revolted 
ftates would, in order to fecure internal tran- 
qOillity, chufe to return to their ancient union 
with the Southern Provinces/* 

By thefe arguments, which coincided with Hitdecaof 
Philip's inclination, he was confirmed in his 
defign i and on the fijcuh of May he figned the 
deed of abdication j in which, after declaring 
his refolution to givQ the Infanta in marriage 
to the archduke, 1^ refigned the fovereignty of 
the Netherlands, and of the county of Burgun- 
cjy^ to ?bat prinoefe^ to be enjoyed conjunftly 
'■ ■ , by 
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by her and her future hufband ; and after their 
dcceafe, by the heirs of the marriage, whether 
male or female, according to the eftablilhed 
rules of. hereditary fuccellion. 

But it was provided, that in cafe this fovc* 
reignty fliould devolve to a female, ihe fhotuld 
* marry either the king or the prince of Spain. 
That neither any prince nor princefs dcfcended 
from the Infanta, fliould marry without the 
confent of the king of Spain ; and that in de- 
fault of iffue, the Netherlands fhould be re- 
united to the Spanifh monarchy. By other ar- 
ticles, it was ftipulated that the new fovereigns 
fhould pjevent their fubjefts from trading to 
the Indies j that they fhould, before their ad- 
miffion, take an oath to permit the exercife of 
no other religion but the catholic, within their 
dominions j and in cafe they fhould fail in the 
execution of this, or any other article, it was 
declared that the fovereignty transferred fhould 
immediately return to the crown of Spain. 

' This deed was immediately tranfmitted to 
the archduke; and foon afterwards the States 
of the fouthern provinces agreed to accept of 
the archduke and the Infanta for their fove- 
reigns, with the conditions which the deed 
contained i being well pleafed to be delivered, 
as they expcdked to be^ from the yokeof Spain> 

* which 
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which they had found fo grievous and into- * xxiv' 
lerable. ^ v ■> 



«5«*' 



But although this event gave great fatisfac- 
tion to the people fubjeft to the Spanilh go- 
vernment, it was -not likely to produce any 
change in the fentiments or conduft of their 
neighbours in the United Provinces. The new 
Ibvereigns, faid the confederates, whom Philip 
has appointed, will be fovereigns in name only 
and appearance, but not in reality. They will 
be utterly unable to fupport themfelves with- 
out the affiftancc of the Spanifli arms. They 
will depend on Spain as much as any Spanifli 
governor or regent ; and the Spaniards will ftill 
continue to exercife, as formerly, an unlimit- 
ed influence in the government. In the deed 
of abdication, the Netherlands are treated, not 
as a free and independent ftate, but as a fief of 
the Spanifli monarchy ; and from the advanced 
age of the Infanta ", together with the condi- 
tions of the deed of abdication, it was evident 
that the prefent meafure could be meant only 
as a temporary expedient^ intended to amufe 
the people of the fouthern provinces, and not 
as a fixed and permanent eft:ablifliment. But 
whatever was the king's intention in this mea- 
fure, and whether the fovereignty now tranf- 

« Thirty-two. ' 
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ferred, fhould or fhould not return to the crawn 
of Spain, it was the unalterable refolution of 
the Unite4 Provinces to maintain their liberty, 
in oppofition to whatever attempts might be 
made to deprive them of it by the king of Spain, 
or the archduke of Auftria "• 



Albert was in the me^n time employed in 
j>reparing to fet out for Madrid j but having 
been detained in the Low-Couhtries much 
longer than he expefted, by a new mutiny of 
his troops, he had juft begun his journey 
when he received intelligence of the death of 
the king. 



rittefs and 
^eath of 



. For more than two years this prince had 
been extremely affliAed with the gout; to 
which had been lately added, a hedic fever, 
und a dropfy. Finding his ftrength fo much 
decayed, that he could not expeft to live above 
a few weeks, he ordered his attendants totranf- 
port him froiTi Madrid to the Efcurial; and 
when his p.hyfici^ins fignified to him their ap- 
prehenfions, that he would not be able tp en- 
dure the fatigue : *' but I am refolved, he an- 
fwered, to accompany my funeral to my tomb.'* 
Upon his arrival at the Efcurial, the gout re- 
turned with redoubled violence, both in his 



^ Van Mctcrcn, Qrotias, &c. 
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feet and hands; and foon afterwards, feveral ^iL^*^ 
impofthumes gathered in his knees and bread, n ^ ' # 
which occafioned the moft excruciating pain* '***• 
He was in feme meafure relieved by laying the 
impofthumes open. But another nK>re into- 
lerable diftrefs fucceeded. The matter of hid 
Kbres was of the moft purulent and naufeous 
nature, and fwarms of lice were engendered in 
it, from which no application, and no care of 
pains could deliver him. In this dreadful con- 
dition, he lay in a fupine pofture, for more than 
fifty days 1 during which time he exhibited a 
ftriking dilplay of patience, firmnefs of mind, 
and refignation to his fate. He gave proof of 
the fincerity of his religious profeffion, by prac- 
tifing with great zeal and affiduity, thofe fuper- 
ftitious obfervances, which the church of R-omc 
prefcribes, as the means of procuring accept- ' 
ance with the deity. He feemed inclined Irke- 
wifc to make atonement for fome feverities 
which he had exercifed, and ordered feveral 
prifoners to be rekafed, and their efFefts re- 
ftored «. 

About two days before his death, having 
feilt for his fon, and. his daughter Ifabella,^ h6 
difcourfed to them 'of the vanity of human 
greatnefs, delivered many falutary counfels for 

* Among thefc was tlie wife of Antonio Perez. 

8 \ the 
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BOOK the adminiftration of their dominions, and ex- 

XXIV. 

^— V— ' horted them with much earneftnefs, to culti- 
'^*** vate and maintain the catholic faith. When 
they had left him, he gave direftions for his 
funeral; and ordered his. coffin to be brought 
into his chamber, and placed within his view i 
foon after which his ipeech failed, and he ex- 
pired on the thirteenth of September, in the 
feventy-fecond year of his age, and the forty- 
third of his reign **. 



tar« 



ffitdwrac No charafter was ever drawn by different 
< hiftorians in more oppofite' colours than that of 
Philips and yet, confidering the length and 
activity of his reign, there is none which it 
Ihould feem/ would be more eafy to afcer- 
tain. From the fads recorded in the preced- 
ing hiftory, we cannot doubt that he poflefled, 
in an eminent degree, penetration, vigilance, 
and a capacity for government. His eyes were 
continually open upon every part of his exten- 
five dominions. He entered into every branch 
of adminiftration ; watched over the condud: 
of his minifters with unwearied attention j and 
in his choice both of them and of his generals, 
difcovered a confiderable ihare of fagacity. He 
had at all times a compofed and fettled coun- 
tenance, and never appeared to be either elated 

^ Miniana^ Ub. x. cap xiv^ Thuanus, lit), ^xx. fed^xiv. 

or 
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or depreffed. His temper was the moft impc- * $xr^ 
riou$> and his looks and demeanour were haugh* u—s^-^J 
ty and fevere i yet among his Spanilh fubjefts, '^^^* 
he was of eafy accefs 5 liftcned patiently to their 
reprefentations and complaints $ and where his 
ambition and bigotry did not interfere, wa4 
generally willing to redrefs their grievances. 
When we have faid thus much in his praife, we 
have faid all that juftice requires, or truth per- 
mits. It is indeed impoflible to fuppofe that, 
he was infxncere in his zeal for religion. But 
as his religion was of the moft corrupt kind, 
it ferved to increafe the natural depravity of his ' 
difpofitionj and not only allowed, but even 
prompted him to commit the moft odious and 
fhocking crimes. Although a prince in the 
bigotted age of Philip might be perfuaded 
that the intereft of religion would be advanced 
by falfehood and perfecution j yet it might be 
expefted, that, in a virtuous prince, the fen- 
timents of honour and humanity would, on 
fome occafions, triumph over the diftates of 
fuperftition : but of this triumph, there occurs 
not a fingle inftance in the reign pf Philip ; 
who, without hefitation, violated his moft fa- 
cred obligations as often as religion . afforded 
him a pretence; and under that .pretence exer- 
cifed for many years the moft unrelenting 
cruelty, without reluftance or remorfe. His 
2 ambition^ 
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»<>oK MTibhion, which was esdrbitafftj hts ^feftnf- 
I.., ^ * r mtnt^ which was implJacabrle; his arbUrarj^ 
*^' t6mper> which would fubmit to lio c<Micr<£)fiil; 
coiiturred with hii& bigotted a#d for the catho- 
lic religion^ and carried the ia&guinaiy fpirit> 
which that rdigion wate Cikulated to infjnre, 
to ^ greater height in Fhilip> than it cVer at- 
tained in any 6thef prince of that> or of any 
former or fucceeding age. 

SoMF hiftori'ans have diflfingtiiflied this prince 
by the title of Phifip the prtrderit % and have 
reprefented hini as the wifeft, as well as th6 
ilioft religious prince,- that ever filled the Sfpa- 
nifli throne. But it is queftibnable> Whether 
he be entitled to praife on* acCotlnt of his 
prudence, any more than on account of his 
religion. In the beginning of his I'eign, he 
discovered great caution in his militalry enter- 
prifes; and on fome occafion^, made even 
greater preparations than were neccffkry to in- 
- . fure fuccefs. But his ambition, his refent-^ 

ment, and his abhorrence of the proteftants 
were too violent to fuffer him to- aft con-* 
formably to the diftates of found policy and 
prudence. He might have prevented the re^ 

volt of his Dutch and Flemifli fubj^e£fe, if| 

^ ... 

[ Eldiftt^o* 

after 
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after the reformation in the Netherlands was ^^^^y^ 



fuppreffed by he dutchefs of Parma, he had 
left the reins of government in the hands of '^^ 
that wife princefs, and had not fent fo odious 
a tyrant as the duke of Alva to enflave them. 
He might, after the defeat of the prince of 
Orange, have riveted the chains of flavery 
about their necks, and gradually accuftom- 
ed them to the yoke ; if, by engaging in too ^ 
many expenfive enterprifes, he had not ex- 
haufted his exchequer, and made it in fome 
meafure neceffary for Alva to impofe the taxes 
of the tenth and twentieth pennies, for the 
maintenance of his troops. He might, through 
the great abilities of the duke of Parma, have 
again reduced the revolted provinces to obe- 
dience, if he had not conceived the wild am- 
bition of fubduing England, and acquiring 
the fovereignty of France. His armies in the 
latter part of his reign were never fufficiently 
numerous to execute the various enterprifes 
which he undertook; yet they were much 
more numerous than he was able to fupport. 
Few years paffed in which they did not mu- 
tiny for want of pay. And Philip fuffered 
greater prejudice from the diforders and devafta- 
tion which his own troops committed, than 
he received from the arms of his enemies. 
Againft^'his attempts on England and France, 
his wifeft counfellors remonftrated in the 
Vol. III. Z ftrongeft 
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^ o Q K ftrongeft terms. And prudence certainly re- 
v—v— -^ quired that, previoufly to any atf x:k upon the 
'^'' dominions of others, he fhould have fecured 
pofleflion of his own. Yet fo great was his 
illufion, that rather than delay the execution 
of thofe fchemes which his refentment and 
ambition had fuggefted, he chofe to run the 
riik of lofmg the fruits of all the vidlories 
which the duke of Parma had obtained j and 
having left defencelefs the provinces which 
had fubmitted to his authority, he thereby af- 
forded an opportunity to the revolted provin- 
ces, of eftablilhing their power, on f6 firm a 
foundation, as could not be Ihaken by the 
whole ftrength of the Spanifh monarch, exerts 
ed againft it for more than fifty years ', 

* By his firfl wife, Mary of Portugal, Philip had no other 
iifue but Don Carlos ; and by his fecond, Mary of England* 
he bad none. Ifabelia, daughter of Henry II of France, 
bore him two daughters, Ifabella Clara-Eugenia, and Ca- 
therine ; the former of whom was married to the archduke 
i^lbert ; and the latter to Emanuel Philibert, duke of Sa- 
voy. His fourth wife, Anne of Auflria, daughter of the 
emperor Ferdinand, and of Philip's own fifter Mary, brought 
•him ihree Tons and one daughter, who all died young, ex- 
cept Philip, who fucceeded him. 

If the reader incline to enter more particularly into the 
private life and charaAer of Philip, than has been thought 
proper in the general hiftory of his reign, he will meet with 
feveral interefting anecdotes, in the prince of Orange'a Apo* 
logy, of which an abftra^ is fubjoined* 
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TH E prince of Ofiangc begins his Apology, APrtNO. 
which is addreffed to the confederated 
States, with obferving, that being confcious of 
having devoted his life and fortune to the fer- 
vicc of the Netherlands, it afforded hirti great 
joy^to refleft upon the teftimony given to his 
fidelity and^'zeal, in that barbarous Profcription 
which had been publifhed againft hini by the 
king of Spain. . ** I have reafon likewife,** 
continued he, " to rejoice at the opportunity 
which is thus prefcntcd to me, to vindicate my 
condud from thofe malignant imputations, 
which have been caft upon it by certain ig- 
noble hirelings! and which are repeated and 
fet forth in the blackeft colours in this Pro- 
fcription. For I am not accufcd at this time 
by any of thofe obfcure libellers, to whom I 
have ever thought it beneath my dignity to 
reply i but by a great and pov^rerful prince, 
who intends, through my fides, to woundj and 
ifpoflible to dcftroy, the confederacy- I' can 
Z 3 with 
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APPEND, with confidence appeal to you, who are well 
15SQ. acquainted with my paft life, whether it has 
• ever been my praftice, either to praife myfelf 
or to cenfure others. And I muft likewife ap- 
peal to you and to the world, whether now, 
when 1 am accufed of ingratitude, infidelity, 
and hypocrify, corapared to a Judas and a Cain, 
called a rebel, a traitor, a difturber of the pub- 
lic peace, and an enemy to mankind; and 
when both pecuniary and honorary rewards are 
. . promifed to thofe who fliall flay or murder me; 
whether after this, the. duty which I owe to 
myfelf, and to you who have repofed in me 
fuch unlimited confidence, does not call upon 
me to fay what I can confidently with truth, to 
prove the malice and falfehood of my accufer ? 
If you know his reprefentation of my condudb to 
be juft, you will fhut your earsr againft the de- 
fence which I am about to offer ; but if you 
have -known me from my youth to be more 
faithful, and chafte, and virtuous, than the Au- 
thor of this infamous Profcriptiori, I fhall ex- . 
peft that yoi!i will attend favourably to what I 
thai! advance:^ and deliver judgment in vindi- 
dication of my integrity aad innocence, 

** The firft crime of which I am accufed in 
this Pnofcription, is ingratitude ; and a recital 
is made of'CaVours beftowed on me by the king 
himfelf^-and the emperor his father > to the 

latter 
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litter of whom, it is faid, I owed my fucceftion Append. 
to the late prince of Orange ; and to the for- t^to. 
mer, my having been admitted into the order 
of the Golden Fleece5 and appointed a coun- 
fellor of ftate^ and governor of the provinces 
o( Holland, Zealand, Utredht^ and Burgundy. 

** No man refpefts more than I do the rfie- 
mory of the ernperor> and I refleft with much 
farisfaftion on the many proofs of attachment 
which I received from him. But the neceflitjr 
which I am laid under to vindicate my cha- 
rafter, obliges me to obferve, that of the fort 
of favours which are objefted to me, I never 
received any from theeinperor^ but on the con^ 
trary fufFered great lofs and prejudice in his 
fervicc. With refpeft to my fucceffion to the 
inheritance bequeathed to me by my coufin, 
the late prince of Orange, it is impoflible to 
conceive any ground for alleging that I was at 
all indebted for it to the emperor. My right 
to that inheritance was indifputable ; nor was 
there ever any prince or private perfon, who 
pretended to call in queftion its validity. 
Would not the emperor have been juftly ac- 
cufed of tyranny and injuftice, if he had pre- 
vented me from enjoying it ? And does my 
accufer reckon it an inftance of goodnefs in a 
prince, merely not to defraud and opprefs his 
faithful fubjedts? 

Z 4 *^ ALU 
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APPEND. cr ^^L Europc knows what important fer- 
is;3o. Vices the emperor received from the prince nay 
kinfman ; who commanded his armies, extend- 
ed his dominions, and died at his feet. Had 
the emperor employed his power to difappoint 
the laft will of one who had lerved him with fo 
much fidelity and fuccefs, would he not have 
involved his name in perpetual infamy ? Bc- 
fides, that even although he had inclined to 
adl a part fo unworthy of his character, yet of 
the moft valuable part of that inheritance he 
could not have deprived me, as it lies within 
the territory of the king of France, on whom 
alone I depend for the fecure pofTeffion of it. 
But even allowing that what is faid of my ob- 
ligations to the emperor were true, yet the king 
- of Spain is furely not ihtitled to reproach me 
with it i who/ in contempt of all law and jus- 
tice/ has, to the utmoft of his power, endea- 
voured to deprive me of the inheritance in 
queftion, and rendered ineffe£tual that kind^ 
nefs of the emperor, for my unmindfulnels of 
* which he accufcs me of ingratitude. 

^* Gratitude, in the opinion of this prince, 
ought not to be confined to the perfon by whom 
favours have been beftowed, but ought to ex- 
tend likewife to his defcendants : and it is be- 
caufe I have oppofed the fon, whofc father was 
my bcnefaftor, that I am deemed ungrateful. 
2 Let 
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Let him apply this golden rule to his own con- append. 
du6):> as he has applied it to mine ; and he will 1580. 
then perceive which of us is guilty of ingrati^ 
tude. Maximilian was the firft of the family 
of Auftria, who came into the Netherlands* 
And no perfon acquainted with hiftory is. ig- 
norant of the important obligations which that 
emperor received from my kinfman count Egel- 
bert of Naffau ; by whom he was powerfully 
fupported againft Lewis the eleventh of France; 
by whom the people who had rebelled againft 
him were fubdued j and by whom likewifc he 
recovered his liberty, of which the jealoufy 
of the Flemings had deprived him. Need I ' 
mention what every body knows, of the Icrvice 
performed to the late emperor Charles, by count 
Henry Naffau my uncle, who was in reality the 
perfon that prevailed with the eleftors to con- 
fer upon him the Imperial crown ? Was it not 
by the bravery of Rene, prince of Orange, that 
the emperor fubdued the dutchy of Guelder- 
land J and by that of Philibert, that he gained 
poffeflion of Lombardy and Naples, and the per- 
fon of the pope, and the city and ftate of Rome ? 
And will hisfon pretend to reproach the memory 
of thefe great men, by boafting of his father's 
kindnefs, in fuffering juftice to be done to 
their kinfman ? Am I not authorifed from the 
few fatts which I have mentioned, to affert, 
that had it not been for the houfes of Orange 

and 
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APPEND, and Naffau, which I have the honour to rcpr^- 
^is'soi fcnt, my defamer could not have put fo many 

pompous titles, as are inferted in the beginning 

of his profcription ? 

" By what I have faid, I would not be un- 
derftood to difclaim every kind of obligation 
to the emperor. I fhall for ever retain a grate- 
^ ful remembrance *of the hon9ur which he did 

me, when after having taken upon himfelf the 
infpeftion of my education, and kept nfie nine 
years about his perfon, he gave me the impor- 
tant charge of all his ordnance in the Nether- 
lands : anci in my abfence, without any appli- 
cation made in my- behalf, in contradiftion to 
the representations of his courtiers, and in pre- 
ference to many officers of great experience, 
:appointe4 me commander in chief of his army, 
at the age of twenty-one. I refleft with gra- 
titude on that teftimony of regard, with which 
he honoured me at the time of his refignation, 
when having fent for me from the camp, he 
gave me a public proof of his affedlion, by 
placing me next him, and leaning upon me, to 
fupport himfelf under the fatigue of that folem- 
nity. I know likewife, that he meant to give 
me a further proof of his regard, when he im- 
pofedupon me the irkfome talk of carrying the 
Imperial crown to his brother Ferdinand. But 
will my enemies pretend to aflert, either that 

I Ihewed 
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i fhewed myfclf unworthy of thefe honours, or append. 
that my intereft and fortune were promoted by ,^80. 
them? Did the troops, when I commanded 
them, fufFer any repulfe or damage ? On the 
contrary, although the plague raged among 
them^ and Ihad two of the ableft generals of 
the age, the dufcc de Nevers, and the admiral 
Coligny, for my opponents ; I kept ' them at 
bay, %nd fortified the towns of Charlemont and 
Philipville, in fpite of their moft vigorous en- 
deavours to prevent me. While the fervices 
which I performed correfponded to thie truft 
repofed in me, I can affirm with truth, that 
honour was the only acquifition which I de- 
rived from the favour that was fhewn me. 
From the chamber'* of accounts it will appear^ 
that I never received any pecuniary recompence 
for my fervices. I am able to prove by the 
moft inconteftible evidence, that my unavoid- 
able expence as general, added to the expence 
of my embafly into Germany, and that which 
I incurred, when the king required' me to re- 
ceive and entertain the numerous foreign no- 
bility, who crouded to congratulate, him on his 
acceffion, amounted to no lefs than one million 
five hundred thoufand florins. And to indem-^ 
nify me for this expence, what return did I re- 
ceive from the king, who now accufes me of 
ingratitude ? Having, with the emperor's con- 
fent, begun to alTert my claim to the lordfhip 

I of 
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APPEND, of Chatel Bellin, before the fupreme court of 
1580, ' juftice at Mechlin j when the counfellors had 
regiftered their opinion, and on the day when 
they were to have pronounced fentence in my 
favour, this king, who had juft fworn to go- 
vern us according to the laws, did, in violation 
of thefe laws, interpofe his arbitrary power, and 
forbid the judges to proceed; nor fincc that 
time, have they been ever permitted to do me 
juftice. • 

'<' When what I have faid fhall be confidered, 
the governments which were beftowed on me 
will not appear to be more than was due for 
the fervices which I have performed ; nor more 
than an adequate compenfation for that extra- 
ordinary expence, which thefe fervices had coft 
me. Had the king allowed me to remain in 
pofleflion of thefe governments, he might have 
had fome reafon for reproaching me 5 although 
it was not in reality to him I was indebted for 
them, but to the emperor, by whom it was de- 
termined they (hould be conferred upon me, 
before his departure from the Netherlands. 
But fince my accufer has laboured to expel me 
from them 5 fince he has, to the utmoft of his 
power, deprived me of my pofleffions, befides 
carrying off my fon to Spain, in contempt of - 
the privileges of this country, which he had 
fworn to preferve inviolate, becaufc I would 

not 
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not lend myfclf a willing inftrument of his op- append. 
preffion ; after this, I fay, is he intitled to ac- ^510. 
cufe mc of ingratitude ? 

'^ Nor is there any better ground for his 
accufation, that I have violated the allegiance, 
which I ov/ed him as my fovereign. Though 
I have rcjefted his authority, yet I have done 
nothing more than was done by his anceftor, 
Albert duke of Auftria, the founder of his fa- 
mily, againft my anceftor, the emperor Adol- 
phus of Naffau. And befides this, I fiiould 
gladly know by what title my accufer poffefles 
his Caftilian dominions ? Did not his prede- 
ceffor Henry of Caftile, a baftard, rife in re- 
bellion againft his brother Pedro, his lawful 
fovereign, whom he killed with his own hand? 
And is not Philip the lineal heir of that ufurp- 
cr ? It may be faid, that Pedro was a tyrant, 
and therefore juftly dethroned and flain. And 
may not the fame plea be offered in excufe for 
the part which I have afted ? May it not be 
faid with truth of- Philip, that his conduft has 
been that of a cruel tyrant ; and that the cruel- 
ties exercifed by Pedro, were much lefs fliock- 
ing and horrible, than thofe which have been 
perpetrated by the duke of Alva and his aflb- 
I elates ? I muft farther obferve, that as king of 
Spainj I owe him no fubmiffion, but only as 
duke of Brabant, And as he is duke of that 

province. 
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APPEND, province, I by reafon of the baronies which I 
1580, hold there, am one of the principal members 
of it. But he has forgotten the conditions on 
which he received this dukedom. He has for- 
gotten the folemn oath which he took to pre- 
ferve our privileges i and tljat it is an exprels 
article of the compaft betwixt us, that if he 
fail in his engagements, our obligation to obey 
him as our foycreign fliall ceafe. All Europe 
has witnefled his open contempt of theie en- 
gagements. All Europe will bear me witnefs, 
when I fay, that not a fingle privilege only, 
but every privilege of which we boafted, and 
which he had fworn to maintain, has been vio- 
lated ; and not in a fingle inftance only, but in 
a thoufand inftances. In my own perfon, as I 
have already hinted, I have had ample expe- 
rience of his lawlefs tyranny : my fon, at an 
age when he was incapable of offending him, 
has been torn from me. All my eftates and 
goods have been confifcated y and I myfelf de- 
clared a traitor and rebel, without any of thofe 
forms of trial which the laws require j and by 
whom ? By men of the loweft clafs vefted with 
his authority, by pettifoggers, and others too 
mean to be employed as pages, by one who 

^ holds the rank, which I have long held in the 

Netherlands. I do not deny, that at his accef- 
fion I took the cuftomary oath of allegiance ; 
but the tie on me to yield obedience, and that 
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on him to afford protedion, were mutual*; and appendv 
it is a didate of common fenfe, tha« in obliga- 1580^ 
tions of this fort, the failure of either party 
fets the other free from his engagements. 

" But even if I had not received any per- 
fonal injury, I fhould have thought myfelf in- 
difpenfably obliged to oppofe the tyrannical 
meafurcs which were purfued. For it is not 
the prince only who fwears to maintain the 
fundamental laws. The fame oath is required 
of the nobles, and of all who are admitted into 
public employments. By this oath I was 
ftriftly bound to do . every thing in my power 
to refcue my fellow-citizens from the oppref-^ 
fions under which they groaned, and, had I 
not done what my enemy complains of, I fhould 
have been juftly chargeable with the crime, of 
which all the world knows that he has been 
guilty, a breach of thfe moft facred and folemn 
obligation. . , 

'^ To this imputation, I know that his par- 
tifans are ready to reply, that although he fwore 
at his acqeffion to maintain our privileges, yet 
the pope had granted him a difpenfation from 
his oath. I leave it to divines and others, bet- 
ter acquainted than I am with religious con- 
troverfies, to determine, whether this arrogance 
of the pppex in aifuming power to fet men free 

froin 
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APPEND, fj-om the obligation of an "oath, be not an im- 
j^jo. pious endnoachment on the prerogative of 
Heaven, and I leave it to them to determine, 
whether this pretenfion is not deftru6tive of 
faith among men, and fubverfive of fociety. I 
Ipeak not therefore of the lawfulnefs of Philip's 
conduct, after having obtained this boafted dif- 
penfation, but of his folly in applying for it. 
The tie between him and his fubjefts was ftridt- 
ly mutual ; and by procuring a difpenfation 
for himfelf, he at the fame time fet me, and all 
his other fubjefts, free from the engagements 
which he came under to yield him obedience. 
It is childifh and trifling to fay, that by means 
of the difpenfation he is free, but that we who 
have not been difpenfed with, are ftill as much 
bound as ever. For from the moment that he 
confiders himfelf as difengaged (by what means 
foever his obligation was diflblved), the condi- 
tion on which we promifed obedience being 
removed, it muft be abfurd to reproach us with 
infidelity. 

** I COME now to that part of the profcrip- 
tion, in which I am accufed of having been the 
author of all the difturbances that have hap- 
pened. With fuch of you as are old enough 
to remember the rife of thefe difturbances, 
there will be no need to defend myfelf againft 
fo groundlefs an imputation s but for the fake 

of 
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i>( thofe who wfre too young at that* timfe to At^PENo?: 
form a judgment of -what they law, it is ne- 1580^ 
ceffary I fliould give Ibme accouht of thofe 
trahfat^ions, whiqh ^pe fo grofsly mifrepre** 
fented in this infau^aot^ profcription* * 

" No]pcrfbn acquainted with the .Gondu<3t 
of my aocufer in his other dominions, or with 
the cruelties exercifed ii>,. Granada, Mexicpj 
find Peru, will be at a Iqls to account for t;he 
calamities with which the people of the Lx)w^ 
Countries have been overwhelmed* In the 
very beginning of his.reigpi his defpotic tem^* 
per was confpicuous* The emperor his father 
faw it .with deep concern, and when the count 
de BolTut, and I, and feveral others were prfj-^' 
fent, he exhorted him to t^eat his Flemifli fub- 
jefts with greater moderation; and foretoldj 
that if the pride and arrogance of his Spanifli 
counfellors xvcje not reftrained, the people <^ 
the Netherlands would ere long be excited t0 
rcvolti But this wholefome coiinfel had not 
the efFeft which the empetor intended* Hi$ 
(on ftill confulted only with Spaniards } he ftill 
foftered as much ^s ever his paffion for arbi- 
trary pk>wer i and refolded, in contradiftion to 
4iis intereft,^if rightly undefftood, as well as to 
his oath, -to overturn bur conftitution* The 
condition annexed to your grant of the nine 
years fupplyi that the money fliould bediipofed 

V0L.IIL A a of 
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APPEKix^ ^ \yy yo^r q^,^ commiflioncrs, etcited in him 
ijSp. and in his couafellors the moft inveterate re- 
fcntnnent. I have been prefent, when thefe 
counfellors, who knew well their matter's fenti- 
ments, advifed him to the purfuit of meafures, 
by which you were all to have been adjudged 
to death. But it was by accident I came to 
know that thcfe bloody counfels had been 
adopted. From the French king's own mouthy 
when I refided at his court as an hoftage, \ 
learnt that a plan had been concerted with the 
'^uke of Alva, to extirpate froni France and 
the Netherlands all who were fufpefted of being 
favourably inclined to the reformed religibn. 
1 concesded from the French monarch, my ig- 
norance of the dcfign; and the indignation 
v^^hich it excited in me. By the interceffion of 
the dutchefs of Savoy, I obtained leave to re- 
turn into the Netherlands, where (I deny jt 
not, on the contrary I glory in it) I promoted 
with all my, influence that earneft requeft, 
which the States preferred to the king for th« 
removal of the Spanifti troops. 

. " I ACKNOWLEDGB, that amidft the num* 
berlefs fallchoods with which this profcription 
is filled, there is truth in another part of the 
charge which is laid againft me. I acknow-* 
kdge^ that after having remonftrated in vain 
to the dutcheis of Parma^ againft the cruel and 

arbitrary 
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dlrbitfary mcafiires that were piirfuedj being ;^^^^^ 
prompted by my dread of a civil war, by my t5«6, 
concern for the calamities of the people^ and 
by a fenfe 6f duty arifihg frorti the bath which 
I had fwoi-n to maintain thtit Hghts, I called 
together the principal nobility^ and attempted 
to open their eyes to thic impending dangief * 

** I ACKNowtBDOS lilcewifc, diat I approved 
of the fupplteationj.which was prefented by the 
nobility, againft the plac!EU*ts and executions. 
I zm far from being either afhamedj ojr forry 
for.thccoimfel which J gave* That fupplica«- 
tion was nqt only the moft moderate meafure 
Aat could have been dcvifed, but was ftriftly 
conformable to the conftitution and practice of 
the Netherlands » and happy h^ it been for 
the kihg> as well as for the people, had he 
complied with the requeft which it contained* 

" WitH refpefl: to that part of the pro- 
fcription, in which my accufer reproaches me, 
on account of the favours which 1 have fhcwn 
to the protectants ; I confefs^ that before I em* 
braced the reformed religion, I never hated 
thofe who profefled it. Npr will this appear 
furprifing, when it is confidered, that my mind 
had be^n early tinftured wi;h its principles, 
and that^n^y %t;her, who had eftabliflied it in 
his ^ominbns, lived and died in the profeffion ^ 
A a a of 
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APPEND. Qf ii;; ^ confcfs, that even while^ in confe- 
.X5S0. quence of my education at the emperor's court, 
1 held the catholic perfuafion, I always ab- 
horred the barbarities which were exercifed by 
.the popifli inquifitors, I confefe, fhat at tl^ 
time of the king*s departure from ZealamJ> 
when he commanded me to put to de^th cer- 
tain perfons attached to the proteftant faith, I 
refufed to obey, , and gave thcfc perfons pritate 
warning of the dat^r to -^hich they were escr 
paied. I confefs^ that, in the council^pf State, 
I made all the oppofition in my power to the 
perfecutions that were propofed; partly froni 
motives of compafiion or humanity, partly from 
my conviftion of the abfurdicy ofpunilhing 
jmaiibr opinions, which they CDuid not .change, 
when .they did not difturb the public .'tranquit- 
lity; an4 partly from a perfuafion, that Jkt 
violent xemedies employed were.xalouiated to 
difappoint the end in view. But while, for 
■thefe reafons, I Was from the begirimiig avferfe 
to periecution; y^u all know th^ I had tk6 
<:oflCerft, either in the introduction -of the re- 
formfed religion into the Netherlands, of in the 
4'apid progrefs which it made durilig^ thfe" go- 
vernment ' of the dutchels of Panriil You 
know, that at that time I poffeffed not the 
fmalleft influence with thofe, by whona it was 
introduced and propagated 5 and you-lifcewife 
know, that with regard to thofe difo^r^, into 

which 
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which the protcftants futfered their zeal to be- api>end. 
tray them, fo far from giving them my coun- isko. 
tenance or approbation, I exerted my autho- 
rity to reftrain them j I punifhed the perpetra- 
tors with feverity, and have, on account of the 
rigour which I exercifed, been, by many among 
the protcftants, moft cruelly calumniated and 
defamed. 

*' I HOPE to be excufcd on this occafion, for 
obferving that there is one circumftance in the 
proicription, that gives me pleafure. Not- 
Withftanding the malice and rancour, and con- 
tempt of triith which my accufer has difcovered, 
thefd is one crime, often laid to the charge oC 
the governors of provinces, of which he has 
not ventured to accufe me; I mean that of 
avarice, or the embezzlement of the public 
nioney. Of this defpicable crime indeed, I. 
have been accufed by fome unknown perfons 
in*certain defamatory writings that have beeri 
circulated. But from the lilehce obferved on 
this head by my inveterate enemy, thefe libel- * 
lers may fee the folly, as well as falfeKood of 
their infinuatiohs. To you there can be no oc- 
cafion to vindicate my condudt. I give thanks 
t6,6od, that' I learnt," at an early period, of" 
hbw much confequencc it was for onfe who go- 
verns *a free people, not only to preferve him- 
felf ^ untainted, but even to keep himfelf free 
Aa 3 from 
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APPBwp. from the fufpicion of corruption. And ybu 
15(0. know, that on this account I have conftantly 
declined taking any charge of the public mo- 
ney ', and from the beginning of my adminiftra- 
tion, havf transferred both the collcftion and 
diftribution of it to others, 

" I.AM acculed in the profcription, of hav- 
ing praftifcd to return into Holland^' by un- 
dertaking to defend the people from the tax of 
the tenth penny, which, it is faid, was impofed 
upon them by the dqke of Alva, without the 
king's confcnt i and J am accufed likewife of 
having perfccuted and expelled the catholics. 
If, by pradifing^ my accufer means that I fo- 
, licited for liberty to return, there is as little 
truth in this, as in his other allertions. I my^ 
felf was moft earneftly folicited i and I am 
ready to fliew letters which I received, ndt only 
from the governors of towns, but from the 
citizens, intreating me to come and deliver 
them from the tyranny of the Spaniards. And, 
in complying with thefe entreaties, what did. I 
do, that my. duty did not require from me ? I 
attempted to deliver from flavery, the provinces 
which had been committed to my care j whole 
liberties I had fworn to maintaia: and of the 
right tQ govern which, the king had no power, 
without the confeat of the States, to deprive 

** No 
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** No part of this profcription gives mie append. 
greater furprife^ than that in which I am ac- iste. 
cufed of perfecution. It is impolfible but even 
the Romanifts themfelves muft bear witnefs to 
the falfehood of fo injurious an imputation* 
No pcrfon in the Netherlands can be ignorant, 
that, far from employing rigour, I have often 
argued and remonilrated againft it, and have 
;Dibmoted lenity in the treatment of the catho- 
lics to the utmoft of my power. Of this, even 
my accufer himfelf fcems to make an indirect: 
acknowledgment. I feigned, he fays, that the 
perfecution of the catholics diiplealed me. But 
how does he know that I feigned ? Have not 
my a6lions been at all times open ? Why does 
he not judge from them of my intention ? 
Never had ooe perfon lefs ground for acculing 
another of any crime, than my accufer has to 
caft on me the imputation of hypocriiy. Did 
I, either before, or at the time when he con- 
ferred thefe obligations upon me, for which he 
has reproacI>ed me with ingratitude i did I ever 
dfcr the incenfe of flattery, cither to himfelf 
or to the dutchefs of Parma, or his tools and 
confidents in the council? On the contrary, 
did I not openly, and without difguife, con- 
demn the meafures which he had di<5tated, ahd 
which diey purfued ? Was it pofflble for mc 
to fpeak more plainly than I did, or to give a 
clearer teftimony of my averfion to his deligns, 
A a 4 than 
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APPEND. iJxan bf defiring him, as I did frctjjcntlya to 
isip# Aiffer nic to refign my goycrnments, becaufe 
it wast not in my power to yield him the obe- 
dience which he required? Such Was my con-» 
du<5t before my departure into Germany;, aad 
lince that time, is there a? fingle. ftcp <rf my 
conduft that will admit of the intjerpretatioA. of 
hypocrify ? Did I not <ypenly foJicit aid from 
the German princes to dppofe Mrtt? Have^ 
not raifed armies againft him ; trfdttt^ t^wn» 
which he p^efled; repulfed hi&i^f&rdeiS, aftd' 
expelled him utterly frbm^ at leaft two^ of the 
' provinces, over which he' tyrannized- f Is thdre 
3iny thing in this that carl be terrncd hypoerify ? 

« But my aiccttfer will not find it lb eafy ta 
ym'dicate his own condiifb from tfairodiois im^ 
putatien/ Readmy defence which I'pubiiihed 
^ Ibrtie years ago i:aji.d you will perceive tOiwJiicb 
of us belpngs the app^llatioa of hypocrite and 
deceiver. In that defence there are copies of 
Jetter$ which L received from him, filkd with; 
profeffibn^ offriendChip and regard, at the very- 
time whenj as appears from the feq[Uel> ho had 
(doomed jnp to dcftruftion* . ! . 

^* l^uT why ihould I expeft to be;df4ltiwith> 
equitably, by one whofe confcience ^kwvs him 
jto affirm, that hi& miAifter the dwloe of Alva 
imppfed fhe $fix;pf th^ te^ith peunj^^ and urged- 

tht 
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dhe levying of it with fuck inflexible obfti- APrtEMOi 
nacy, without his audidrity or confent ? Is it 1516. 
credible that one who knew this king's tcmpci* 
fo well as Alva, and who had ever fhewn the 
greateft folicitude to pleafe him, would havepre- 
fumed, by a meafure fo tyrahnical and unprece- 
dented, to run the rifk of kindling a civil war P^Or,! 
if this wary Spaniard was in reality fo ralh and 
prefumptuous, can it be believed by any pcrfon: 
who confiders the important confequenccs with 
which his raihnefs and prefumption were at- 
tended» diat the king would not, long ere this 
time, have difavowed him, and. made him feel 
the weight of his diipleafure ? Was not Alva; 
punilhed for ordering his fon to marry his 
ebufln,. rathfer than another woman, whom he 
had debauched' under a' promife ' of marriage ^ 
Was not this old fervant baniihed for this venial 
tranfgrelRon, from his maflref's prefence, and 
rfirown into prifon,. from which ht would ne^ 
ver have been delivered, if one better quali- 
fied* to tyrannife over the Portuguefe could have 
been found in Spain ? And what opinion muflr- 
we form of a king, who, for this private cifffcnce, 
could punifh an ancient friend and fervant with 
fo much fcverity j While,* noty^ithftandrng the 
crime of treafon; the moft public and notori*' 
Qus, and produdive of the moft dreadful Cala- 
mities to his faithful fubjefts, he hot only fuf- 
fere4 him to paH^ un|>uhiih$(l> but received him 
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APPEND, ^th Open arms, and loaded him with h9nours? 
^gu. After this, will he ftill employ the language 
of a good king, and boaft of his affeftion for 
his people ?" 

hx ^ great part of what remains of this Apo- 
logy, the prince of Orange enters into a de- 
tail of the tranfaftions recorded in the preced- 
ing hiftqry. I ihall therefore pafs over this, 
and fet before the reader what relates to the 
reproach, which Philip cafts on William's mar- 
riage with the daughter of the duke de Mont- 
penfier, vijxo was the princefs of Orange at the 
time of publiihing the profcription. 

*' My accufer,'* continues he, ^' is not fav 
tisfied with faying every thing that can blacken 
my character, and render it odious to the world; 
but he has likewife attempted to taint the ho- 
nour of my wife." He fays, " that I have iofa- 
moufly married a religious woman, fblemnly 
blefied by the hands of the biihop, in contra- 
diction to the laws of Christianity, and of the 
Romifh church, and that I did fo whilft my 
marriage fubfifled . with another woman .'- 
Though this affcrtion were ftriftly true, it 
would ill become this inceftuous and adulter- 
ous king to accufe me. But you know that it 
is entirely without foundation. My marriage 
with my former wife, now dead, did npt fub- 
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lift, and the ground of her divorce was ap- appbwp> 
proved even by the doftors of the Roman isto. 
church j and by thofc illuftrious princes to 
whom fhe was allied. My prefcnt wife was 
not, even by the rules of the popilh churchy 
a religious woman, in the fenfe made by mj[ 
accufer. The duke of Montpenfier, my fa- 
ther-in-law, who is fincerely attached to the 
catholic communion (not as cardinal Granvelle, 
and other Spanilh minifters, from intereft, but 
from principle and convidtion), (pared no pains 
to put the lawfulnefs of his daughter's marriage 
beyond doubt or cbntroverfy. He found it the 
clear opinion, not only of the principal perfons 
in the parliament of Paris, but of feveral bi- 
flK)ps iand dodlors whom he confulted, that even 
if a promife of celibacy had been given by my 
wife, yet, in confideration of her youth, it 
would not have been binding, as it would have 
been contrary to the rules of the Gallican 
church, to the decrees of the high court of 
juilice in France, and •ven to the ordinances- 
of the councils of Trent, to which my adver-^ 
fary pays fuch unlimited fubmiilion. He like^ 
wife found, that in reality no fuch promife w^ 
ever made; that fundry proteftations had been 
taken, to prevent any perfon from imagining 
that hi& daughter ever lintended to take the 
vow^ and that, even in her abfence, themoft' 
uttdeaiable evidence of this had been produced. 

" I SAID 
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APPBND.^ , €c 1 5A J j> before," that although my iriarriage 
wer^ not fd uftexceptionable as you fee* it is, 
eyen by the principles of the church of Rome, 
it would ill become my accufer to reproach me 
on account of it. He feems not to have re- 
rcmembered the common maxim, that who- 
ever ventures to accufe another, ought to 
be well aflured that he himfelf is innocent* 
And yet is not this king, who has endea- 
wured to- ftigmatife my Uwfiil marriage with 
infamy, the hufband of his own niece ? It 
willbefaid'by his partifans, that heprevioufly 
obtained a difpenfttion from the popfc. But 
does not die- voice of nature cry alood againft 
fuch an inceftuous conjunction ? And in oi'der 
to make room for this nr\arriage, is it not true, 
that he piit to death his ^former wife,, the mo- 
ther of his children, the!daughter and lifter of 
the kiBgs.of Frahce? I fay not this, promptcd^ 
by my refentmcnt, rafhly and at random- I 
^rtj that in France there is evidence of the- 
horrid deed of which: J now accufe- him* 

. :*^ Ji5^ wa§rnot a fift^er murder thit was per- 
petuated for the; fake .of this cxtraorxlinary' 
marrlafee^ His fon too, his only fon> was^fa- 
crificjed, iri order to fun^ifli the pope wirfi a 
prttext for fo unufijal a dilpciifation > iilrhich. 
i*to graiited, iii ordei! to prevent ditf Spanifti. 
npkmarbhjr: from: htingikft wtdtdiita nidei^faeir.. 
■ : i' This 
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This was thc^roeicaufe of the death of Don awhjd* 
Qarlo^i ag^inft if^om Tpmc-.nriii'demeancmJS ' .^ijo. ' 
jwere raJtege^ :b^ut' npt afmgle ^riofie fqffici«j|: 
to. juftify his cpft^emnation, miKjJjiJefe tovinr 
4i<;ate aif^^lherfor embruing his hands m lh0 
ijopd^of h^ fqn. And if .Don Carlos wasi* 
^€4ityi gDilty.pf. crimes deferving deadly ought 
not jan .appeal to kzvp Jbeen made jto us, his, fjnh 
.^ure iiiibjqdlis,? l>id ^. right i>f judging, -A?4 
fMr6iKxu«cing. ftntence :of d^th .agftinft? th^ h^ 
of itich exteofixre domim<m$» belong to Spahidi 
iriars and :inquifitor$> the . ob&qiiiou^ ilavc5 .^ 
the father'-s. iy«h)3iyi? - . :.^:\ z:'.: ,.,- 

*^ But pieihapsithis gcwd king imadfi con- 
icience of .leayingi3rrhi& heir a prinoe* ^yho^ 
he* Jchbw to be borii isL unlawful .wedlock. F^ 
Philip's marnage with the.mothcr.of Don <i}art 
loswa^r not lefsxontrarfjtQ the laws of: God an^ 
man, .than thauc odier -of .which I Mki t&x^^dj 
fpokcin. At 5^e wcry tinxe. wJbcn; h^ efpotif^l 
^ princefc qf Portugal, the tiwaWher of Carlos^ 
iiis n>amage'fubfifted with ifabelU Oforio, J3|r 
whom he -bad wo fons, Pedro j and Bernard 
dinoi' a manriage brought about by:Rujr Got 
mez de Silva, prince of Evoli, to ^hich that 
jiobleman was indebted for hi^power and great> 
liefs. AA<i t>efides, is it ii^t^'ci^ll knonrn that 
i;h}s king iiv^ in habitual adultery rwith ano^ 
cher woman, diQ 4^<^y Euphrafia ? Xtid he nof 

' compel 
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APftnOi compel the priikre of Afcdli to take thatt ladjr 
^{u*^ for his wife, when flic was. big- with child by 
himfelf ? And while it has been aiExnned with 
dertainty, that that unhappy man was taken off 
by poifoh, do not even the Spanifh courtiers 
afcribe his death to the grief which he conceive 
^d from the affront to which he was obliged to 
fubmit, and the cruel neceflityimpofcdonhim, 
of acknowledging for his heir the adulterdus 
baftard of another ? Suth, and fo chafte has 
been the conduA of this king, who has the af- 
iurance to calqmniate my lawful marriage as a 
violation of the facred laws of chaftity. 

/*« But I fliall haften to conclude this Apo- 
logy, after offermg fome remarks concerning 
the nature of the fentence that has been pro- 
nounced againft me. It is inL this part of the 
4cdi^ of profcription, that the conipUer,. whe- 
ther the king himfelf, or fome ighoble inftru- 
ment of his tyranny, has em|Joyed .all the 
thunder and lightning of his eloquence. : But 
I thank God, it intimidates me no more, than 
the anathemas of Clement YIL intimidate my 
kinfman prince Philibertj when he befieged aod 
took the pontifF.prifoner in his ca/lle of St. Anr 
gelo. After the, proofs which! haye.given, that 
I fear not all the power ^l^xch my adycrfary i^ 
|Joflfeffedof; and after contending for fo many 
years againft his belt generals, with numecous 

armies 
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armies undtr their commandj it was weak in him APPEim. 
to expeft to frighren me with the high found- i^s^. 
ing tornns of this profcription. I have lefs 
reafon now than formerly to dread the attempts 
of thoie abandoned wretches> whom he has en- 
deavou/ed to inftigate againfir me; For I am not 
ignorant, that before this time he has bargain- 
ed with poifoners, and other murderers, to de* 
prive me of my life. He has now given me- a 
public warning of his bloody defign. And 
with the divine afliftance, and the vigilance of 
my friends, I truft, that notwithftaoding hif 
diabolical machinations, my life fhajl be prer 
fcrved fo long as the profperity and intcrcft. of 
this people, to whofe fervicc I have devoted it> 
fhall require. 

I 
" My confidence on this head is gi-eatljr 

augmented by refle6Hng upon the indignation, 

which I cannot doubt will be generally excited 

by that extraordinary method of proceeding 

againft me, which my adverfary has adopted. 

For there is not, I am perfuaded, a nation or 

prince in Europe, by whom it will not b^ 

thought difhonourable and barbarous, thus 

publickly to authorife and encourage ipurder; 

except the Spaniards, and their king, who have 

been long eftranged from every fentiment of 

honour and humanity. In having recourfe to 

private aflaffinations againft a declared and open 

: . . I* enemy. 
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^jp0»q^ jeoemy, docs «ot this mighty monairch confejSi 
M^9* ^^ defpair of being able to iubdpc^Tf^ by fbroe 
ii>f,arms^ Doets he opt^ive a teftimonj^in nay 
rfeBhtlf, and difcover fhtthc:dTedds,theieiFortB 
jwhich I may m^kc agwnft jbioci ? . Is it not 
iwcak^and mean, to tnafce publlckiy ib ptrfilla*- 
4mxioti8 an acknowiedgmeiit ? Sat the weakr 
-Dcfs aad' meanndTs-of this conduiJtisnpt greater 
«han Ae'abfurdity ot his ch<Mce of the reward^ 
■ tfri&ch he holds forth* to thofe who flidl exe- 
cute 'hie iiloody purpo^fe. For it is not money 
ibtilyc^the^diSsr^'them, but jnobility and ho- 
^isoiir^ as if ^a i^gapd- to honour could infiuence 
41^ man capable ^rf* perpetrating -a deed, held iti 
tUniveffal deteftation. And if any perfon al- 
ready pofleffed of nobility were to poliiKte him- 
felf by fo foul an action, would not his nobi- 
lity ^rorti thatmonient beanfiihilated? Would 
4k^-all iociety and connexion with, him be held 
^IhbnouraMe ? 

c ■ ■ ...... 

^ "**,EvEW my adversary himfdffoeras to have 
"been in fome n>eafure fenfiWe, of the truth of 
this> anA therefore he addrefles Mmfelf more 
<|>articul2r}y 'to k:rlm>n^s aiid mkt6fa(3x>rs^ as 
thofe who ave^moft likely to comply muk bip 
n€pi^. ^ And in oKkr, fays lie, that his 
deflaruftion may 'be the more ^dffeftudly and 
dpeedil^ accomp]ilhed> we> dfefirous^ of punifli>^ 
ingvicc, and rewai?dii>g virtue, pi«omifo on die 

. f word 
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w<Jrd of a king, and as the miriifter of Gbd> append. 
that if any perfort Ihall be found poflefled of 158c, 
courage/ and public fpirit fufficient to animate 
him to the execution of this decree, and to ' 
free us from the aforefaid peft of fociet/j we 
Ihall order to be delivered to him, either in 
land or money as he fhall incline^ the fum of 
twenty-five thoufand crowns ; and if he fhall 
have committed any crime, however enormous> 
we promife to grant him our royal pardon, and 
if he be riot already noble, we hereby confei* 
nobility upon him, and likewife on all thofe who 
fhall aid and aflift him." Is not this in plain 
tcrrns, calling on every defperate wretch, every 
outcicift from fociety, to afTift him in the execu-» 
tion of his defign ? No crime, however enor- 
mous, but fhall be pardoned j no criminal, 
however deteftable, but fhall be crowned with 
honour. Does this king deferve the title which 
he aflfumes, of a minifler of God, who thus 
confounds the diflinftion between vice and 
virtue ; and thus pubiickly avows his willing'- 
nefs to. bellow the higheft rewards and honours 
upon men, defiled with the moft abominable 
crimes ? Have I not ground to rejoice in be* 
ing pcrfecuted by one whofe confcience allows 
him to have recourfe to fuch unhallowed 
means? And is not fuch depravity of fentimenc 
in my accufer, a teflimpny in behalf of my 
integrity? * 
VoL.lIL Bb ^' I HAv* 



iS^o, 



370 A^ P £ N D I X. 

APPEND. " I HAVE now fa'id all that feems ncccflaiy to 
vindicate my charaftcr from thofe falfc afpcr- 
fipns which are thrown upon it in this profcrip- 
tion. Many things which I might have faid, 
I have purpofely omitted. Had I defcended to . 
a particular account of the cruelty, accompa- 
nied with a contempt of the mofl: facred obliga- 
tions, which has been exercifed by my accufer 
over this unhappy people, I Ihould never have 
come to a conclufion. But with you there can 
be no occafion for giving a more particular de- 
tail. You have been fpeftators of the horrid 
fcene ; and have borne your Ihare of thofe op- 
preffions, which would fall to be defcribcd. 

" But before I conclude, I muft intreat you 
to reflect ferioufly upon the means to which our 
enemy finds it neceflary to have recourle, in 
order to accomplish his defigns. This infamous 
profcription, joined to the pains which he and 
his minifters continually employ to create di* 
vifions among the provinces, fhews clearly that 
he now defpairs of enflaving us by force of 
arnfis, while we remain united. 

" It is indeed againft me chiefly, at thia 
time, that his defigns are direded. " Were I 
removed," he fays, ** either by deatji or bar 
nifliment, tranquillity would be rcftorcd." 
You will eafily conceive what tranquillity he, 

irw.aas. 



iticansi if you caJF to mind your donditionj append. 
before I returned mtx> the Netheri^dsi, when i5Sp» 
you groaned under the tyranny of the duke of 
Alva. Would to 4ieaven that by nny banifhment 
or death you could be delivered from your ca*« 
lamities! My enemy ftiould not in that cafe 
find it neceflary to employ poifoners and aflaf- 
fins to deftroy me. You all know how often I 
have expofed myfelf to danger in your de^ 
fence, I leave it to you, to whom alone it be-*- 
longs to determine, whether my life and pre- 
fence be repugnant or conducive to the intereft 
of the provinces. To you only, and not to the 
king of Spain, I am accountable for my con- 
du6t. You have full authority (and I pledge 
myfelf tp fubmit to it) to difpofe, as you Ihall 
incline, either of my perfon, or of my life, 
Iriterpofe that authority with which I acknow- 
ledge you to be invefted, and give orders either 
for my departure from among you, or for my 
death ; if you judge either the one or the other 
for the general good. But if, on the contrary, 
my p^ft condud has convinced you, as 1 truft 
it has, of the fincerity of mji zeal and attach-^ 
ment, or if my long experience gives you con- 
fidence in my ability for condufting your af* 
fairs ; I Ihall ftill continue to en^ploy in your 
fervice, the talents which I poflefs, hoping that 
you will liften to the earneft exhortations whicl^ . 
I h^v^ given you, to maintain harmony and 
lih Z concprd 
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APPEND, concord in the ftate ; and exert yourfelvcs ftrc* 
15S0. nuoufly for the defence of this people, whom 
you have undertaken to proteft j depending on 
the favour of the Almighty, that your endea* 
vours for this end fliall be attended with fuc- 
cefs." 



INDEX. 
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JBEU HUM ETA, is cleSeJ king of the Morefco 
'^^ inhabitants of Granada, i. 352. Attempts to pof- 
ftfs himfclf of the city of Granad<«, 353. Com- 
mences hoftilicies againft the Spaniards, but is forced 
to fly to the mountains, 355. His fcattered fol* 
lowers return to his ftandard, 358. Is murdered, 

363 
Albtrt^ cardinal and archduke, is appointed governor 

of the Netherlands, iii. 283. Undertakes the iiege 
of Calais, 287. Takes the town by ftorm, 2.91. 
Takes Ardres, 292. Leaves France, 294. Lays 
iiege to Hulft, 293* The garrifon furrenders, 299. 
Surprifes the town of Amiens, 310. Marries the 
Infanta, and receives the fovereignty of the Nether- 
lands, 329. 
Jlcazar^ battle of, between Sebaftian king of Por« 
tugal, and Muley Moluc emperor of Morocco, ii. 
295. 
Alcmaer^ befieged by Don Frederic de Toledo, ii. 95, 
AUegonie^ St. Philip de Marnix, lord of, promotes the 
agreement called the Compromife, againll the efta- 
bliOiment of the Inquifition in the Netherlands, i. 
254. L fcnt by the prince of Orange to the aflem- 
bly of the States at Dort, ii. 48. Is defeated and 
taken prifoner by the duke of Alva, lOO. Defends 
the city of Antwerp againft the p'^ince of Pariiia, 
iii. 10* His fpeech to diffiiade the garrifon from a 
furrender, 1 7. Ailifts count Hohenloe in the attack 
of the Counterdyke of Couveftein, 32. Is tied up 
by the capitulation from bearing arms for a year, 40. 
B b j Aloji^ 

i ^ 
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Atojl^ !s feized by the mutinous Spanifli troops^ ii. 17Q* 
Is recovered by the Stages, 376. 

Alva, Ferdinand de Toledo, duke of, bis charafler, i. 
54. His inftrudions on the violation of the truce of 
Vauccllcs,'55. Leads an ariny into the "Ecclefiafti- 
cal State, 59* His motives to granting the pope a 
truce, 61. Advifes Philip to awe the Netherlands 
by^ an army, 288. L^ads an army thither, 289. 
Imprifons the counts Horn and l^gmont, 292. The 
extraordinary powers he was inveiled with by Philip^ 
296. Inftitutes a council called the Council of Tu- 
tnults, 297. His violent proceedings, 298. His 
infolent reply to the magiftrates bf Antwerp, 302. 
Cites the prince of Orange to ftand a trial, 307. 
Confifcates the prince's eilates, 308. His brutal 
profcriptions, 3i8, Paffes fentcncc on the counts 
Egmont and Horn, 323. Defeats count Lewis of 
Naffau, 379. Declines engaging the prince of 
Orange, 334. His varyty and arrogance on the 
prince diftanding his army, 388. Ilis tyrannical 
profecutions, 390. Imprifons and confifcates the 
cfFeds of the Enplilh merchants at Antwerp, 
396* Ihflames the Flemings by taxation, 399. His 
reply to the reprefentations of the States, 403. p4ib- 
liflies an aft of indemtiity, 407. InforCes the tax 
pf the tenth, penny, 410. Fills the city of Utrecht 
with foldiers to live at free quarters upon the inha- 
bitants, 413. His fentence againft that city, 414. 
His demands on the city of Bruflels, 415, His in- 
' dign.tion at the furprife of the fort of Louvcftein^ 
421. Publiflies an edift for the immediate payment 
of taxes, 422. His barbarous purpdfc againft the 
inhabitants of Bruffels, how prevented, 424. Com- 
plains of the queen of England protefting the Fle- 
In'fh exiles, 426. The citizens of Flufhing revolt 
on his attempt to fortify the citadel, 434. His fuc* 
cours to Middleburg intercepted, 443. Befieges 
Mons, ii. 19. Cautioufly avoids being forced to an 
engagement by the prince of Orange, 30. Attacks 
and wo.iit$ him in his retreat, 35. Takes Mons, 

• 38- 
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38. His army plunders Mechlin, 40. Or4^« his 
fon Toledo to perfeverc in the fiege of Hae^m, 79. 
His barbarily there, 91. Obtains his.difmi^on from 
the government of the Neiher lands, iC2.^ Review 
of his adminiftration, 104.. Incurs ihe^ Ring's dif- 
pteafure in the marriage of his fon,^ii. Is ap- 
pointed to command the forces-kji'W^pyed a gain ft 
Portugal, 313. Commences his iterations, 314. 
His barbarity on taking the toynlBl^[)taftle of Cal- 
caes, 317. Defeats , Don ATitofeio, 320. T^kes 
L^fbon, i7iV. His cruelty thddTn 32 1. 

jtlvaro de Sande, his gallant defejj?? of the fort Gerba 
againft thfe Turks, i. 151. "KiCent with reinforce- 
ments to Malta, 22;. Defo^ii^the Turks, 230. 

Jmitnsj the town of, furprifcd^Sj^fthe archduke Albert, 
iii. 310. Is befieged by jl^ar(hal Blron, 314. Is 
retaken, 318. 

Amfterdam^ is ineffe<9u ally- befieged by the count dc la 
Marc, for its adherence to the Spanifh intereft, ii. 
51. The city accedes to the Pacification of Ghent, 

239- 

Anajiro^ Gafpar, a Spanrfll banker at Antwerp, en- ' 
gages a man to aiTailinate the prince of Orange, 
ii. 371. 

if^W, duke pr, receives applicatron for afliftartce from 
the Flemings, ii. 231. Conclodes a treaty with the 
States, 244. The intention of thi^ treaty how fruf- 
trated, 253. Apologifes for his condud tO'Eliz«i- 
beth queen of England, 254. The fover^ignty of 
the States conferred on him, 353. Raift's th«; fiege 
of Cambray, 363.^ Goes over to ^England on a 
profpedi of being married to queen Elizabeth, 365. 
His arrival in the Netherlands, 369. Solicits alli- 
ance from bis b: 01 her the kin;j^ of France, 378. Is 
l^efufed, 380. Refolves.to fubvert the liberty of the 
Flemings^, 382. Seizes feveral towns, and attempts 
Antwerp, 383. Reconcilement between him and 

• the States, 402. ^G<*)es to Frariee,' 406. Dies, 
414. His character, 415. '\ 

Antbuio^ Don, his j^retenfions to the crdwn of Portu- 

gal, ii* 299. Is declared illegitiaiate, 306. Is r>ro- 

' B b 4 claimed 
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tUlmed king, 315. Is defeated by the duke of 
Alva, 320. Is again defeated by D'Avila, 325* 
Efcapes, 326, 
Antwerp^ outrages committed by the reformers there^ 
i. 267. Is garrifoned, and the protcftant preachers 
bani(hed, 282. Unfucccfsful petition of the magi- 
ftrates to Alva, 392. Is feized by the mutinous 
Spanifh troops, ii. 127. Is fagked by the Spaniards, 
189. Outrages committed by the proteftants againft 
the catholics ihere, 279. The duke of Aujou at- 
tempts to feize the city, 384, Is beficged by the 
prince of Parmai iii. 5. A fortified bridge extended 
over the Scheld, 12. A fruirlefs attempt to deflroy 
the bridge, 21. Attack. of the Counterdyke of 
Couveftein, 31. Capitulates, 38* 
Ardrei is taken by the archduke Albert, iii. 292. i 
Arembtrg^ count, is fent by the duke of Alva to oppofe 
count Lewis of NalTaU, i. 314. Is defeated by 
him, 316. 
Armada^ invincible, of the Spaniards, its force, • iii. 
123. Is difperfed by a ftorm, 125. Is harafled by 
the ^ngli(h fire- (hips, 130. Is worfted in an en- 
gagement with lord Howard, 131. Caufes of its 
failure, 134. Is finally ruined by ftorma, 136. 
ArragoHj the people of> difpleafe Philip y. by protipfl- 
ing Antonio Perez, iii. 219. Their conftitution of 
government abolilbed, 222. 
Arras^ Anthony Perenot, biflibp of, his fpeech to 
the convention of ftates of Ghent, i. 120. Is Jeft 
principal copnfellor of the dutchefs of Parma, re- 
gent of the Netherlands, 128. His charadler, 129. 
Arfchoty duke of, invites the archduke Matthias to be 
governor of the Netherlands, out of envy to the 
prince of Orange, ii. 224. Is imprifoned, but re* 
leafed by the mediation of the prince of Oraoge, 
227. 
Avanfon^ the French ambaflador. at Rome, negoci^tes 
a treaty between pope Paul IV. jiud the courl.of 
France, i. 40. 
Auftria^ houfe of, how it acquired thp fovcreignty of 
the .Netherlands, j. iq6. 
' Aujirmy 
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jlujlridj don John of, is appointed commander in chief 
againd the Morefco rcvolters in Granada, i. 360. 
His charadter, ibid, Counfellors appointed to aflift 
him, 362. Totally fubdues the rcvolters, ibid. Is 
made generalilTimo of the fleet fent againft the: 
Turks, 369. Gains the vidiory at Lepant6, 370. 
The proCecution of this viddry obftruSed by his 
Venetian aflTociates, 374. Is offered the fovereignty 
of Greece, 375. Un^Jcrtakcs the redudlion of Tu- 
nis, 381. Fortifies Tunis contrary to orders, 382. 
Tunis retaken, 384. • Arrives at Luxemburg as 
governor of the Netherlands, ii, 195. His treaty 
with the States, 204. His admiflion to the govern- 
ment, 209. His impolitical condu6^, tbid. His 
duplicity, 212. Seizes on the caftle of Namur, 
213. His defigns difcbvercd, 217. Battle of Gem- 
blours, 238. Is defeated by count de Boffut at Ri- 
menant, 241. His death, 255, 

Auftria^ Erneit, archduke of, fucceeds count Manfveldt 
in the government of 'the Netherlands, iii, 242* 
Invites the States to treat of peace, which they rc- 
je<a, 243. His troops mutiny, 258. Dies, 260. 



B. 

Balagny eftabli/hes himfelf in the fovereignty of Cam* 
bray, iii. 269. The town delivered up to the count 
de Fuentes by the citizens, 272. The garrifon ca- 
pitulates, 274. 

Batunburg^ count of, fucceeds the count de la Marc, 
in the command of the ioxc^^ of the States of Hol- 
land, ii. 58. Is defeated and killed in an attempt 
to reljeve Hacrlem, 83. » 

Beliny marqnis of, is difgraced by Henry IV. for filr- 
rendering Ardres to the archduke Albert, iii. 29 j. 

Bergen'Op-Zoom^ difpofitioivs of the duke of^ Parma for 
befiegin.?. it, iii. 145. 

BirOTty marefchiil, his operations agarnft- the* prince of 
Parma, ii. 405. Is forced to leave tJ>c Netherlands, 
410/ Defeats riie marquil of ' Varamb<;>n in Ar- 

tois. 
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tois, iii. 299. Invefts Amiens, ,314. Reduces H» 

Botfoty admiral of Holland, defeats and kills de Glimes 
at Sacherlo, ii. no. Condudits a fleet of flat^bot* 
tomed veiTels, deftined for the relief of Leyden, 
143. His arrival, 147. Periihes in an attempt to 
relieve Ziricfee, 173. 

Bombsy the iirft invention of, iii. 149, 

Bommelf the town of, feized by the prince of Orange, 

ii. I3i» 

Bommeney defperate defence of t))e garrifoD of, againft 
the Spaniards, ii. itS. 

Bonney the city of, taken by Martin Schenck, iii. 154. 

Boffhtf count of, his fruitlcfs attempt to recover the 
JSrill, i. '429. Maffacres the townfmen of Rotter- 
dam, 432. His orders for aflembling the States pf 
Holland difregarded, ii. 46. Co*operates with To- 
ledo at the fiege of Haerlem, 80. Is defeated ^nd 
taken prifoner by the Hollanders, 98. Defeats Don 
John of Auftria at Rimenant, 241. Dies, 330. 

Breda^ a congrefs held there by SpaniQi and Dutch 
deputies to negociate peace,, ii. 151. Is taken by 
the Spaniards, 362* Is feized by prince Maurice 
by firatagem, iii. 157. 

Brederodty count, his application to the dutchefs of 
Parma, i. 282. His infurre£tion and death, 283. 

Brilly taken by the Flcmifli exiles, i. 424. Is attacked 
by count BofTut, 429* The inhabitants fwear alle- 
giance to the prince of Orange, 431* The monks 
cruelly treated by the proteftants, ibid. note. 

BrugfSy is delivered up to the prince of Parma, by the 
prince of Chimai the governor, ii, 413. 

Bruffilsy the duke.of Alva's barbarous refentment for 
the oppofition to his taxes there, how difappointed, 
1.424.. 

a 

Cadlzy expedition againft, by the Englifh, iii. 303. 

Is plundered, 304. 
Calais J the attack of,, concericd by lihe duke of Gnife, 

J. 7,8. 
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1.78. ts taken, 81. Is befieged by tte arch^ttkc 
Albert, iii. 287. Is taken by Itnrni, 291. 

CanHrayy is bcfiegeS by the count dc Fuente^, iii. 26^* 
Is delivered up by the ciiiacns, 272. The garrifon 
capitulates, 274. 

Caraffoy cardinal, caufc of his pcrfonal r'cfenkrWcnt 
iigainft the empercr Charles V. i. 37. CoricludWi 
a treaty between hi^ uncle pope Paul IV. and the 
court of France, 4c. His embaflyto the court of 
France, 4^. Solicits a violation of the trucfc ot 
Vaucelles, 47, Obtains a fufpenfion of arihs for 
the pope, from the duke of Alva, 5i. 

Caranza^ fee Toled$y abp. of. 

Carlosy Don, his hiftory, i. 303. The turbulent de*- 
figns formed by him, 304. Is poifoned by his fa- 
ther's order, 306. 

Caftmin^ John^ count palatine of the Rhine, en'gagei 
to affilt the ftatc's of the Netherlands againft th6 
Spaniards, ii. 10 1. Is affifted with money by qu^en 
>.|]^abeth of England, 236. Joins the army of the 
States, 245. Is obftruded by the jealoufy of the 
catholics, 247. Affifts the people of Ghent againft 
the Walloons, 253. Goes over to Englaod to juf«» 
tify his conduct to Elizabeth, 254. 

Caftil Rdderigo, count de, his arguments to perfuad6 
Philip II. to part with the fovereignty of the Ne- 
therlands, iii. 328. 

CatiUi^ befieged by the count de Fuentcs, iii* 265, 
Gomcron's treachery and death, 267. 

Cavdebic^ is befieged by the duke of Parma, iii. 209. 

Charles W. emperor, bad confcquences of his vpartial 
attachment to the Netherlands, i. 1. Calls his foil 
Philip into the Low Countries, 3. Endeavours to 
have him ele6ied king of the Romans, 5. SoKcitt 
his brother Ferdinand to refign that dignity, 7. His 
fcheme in marrying Philip to Mary queen of Eag- 
land, 9. Labours to reconcile the £ngli(h to his 
marriage, i{. Philip's undutiful behaviour to him, 
20. Refigns his dominions, 22. Procures the truc6 
of Vaucelles, 23. Computation of t&e number of 

perfotitf 
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perfons defiroyed during his reign for their religious 
principles, loi. • 

Charles IX. of France deludes the Proteftants hy xYtt 
treaty of St. Germains, ii. 5. Maflacres the Pro- 
teftants, 27. His treaty with count Lewis of Naf- 
fau, 118. . . 

Chateau Carnhnjisy negociaiions for peace between 
France, Spain, and England there, i. 88. Peace 
concluded, 93. 

ChefltTy colonel Edward, is fent by the prince of Orange 
with ten companies of Englifh to prote£l Leyden 
againft the Spaniards, ii. 134. His men de&rc to 
the enemy, 135. 

Chimaiy prince of, his deceitful condud, ii. 412. Is 
made governor of Bruges, 413. Delivers the town 
up to the prince of Parma, ihid. 

Civitellay is befieged by the duke of Guife, i. 62. 

Coligniy admiral de, defends St. Quintin againfl the 
duke of Savoy, i. 69. Is taken prifoner, 76. Is 
defeated at Montcontour, ii. 4. Is killed ia the 
maflacre of Paris, 28. 

Cologtiy conferences entered into there for peace, be- 
. tween Philip and the States of the Netherlands, 
ii. 281. 

Co^onnoy his military operations againft the pope, j. 64* 

Compromifey a copy of the agreemeriC fo termed, i. 254. 

Condcy prince of, his diflatisfadion at the inordinate 
power of the Guifes, i. 97^ Is killed at the battle 
of Jarnac, ii. 4. 

Corbetly is taken by the duke of Parma, iii» i88. 

Corfairs of Barbary fome account of, i. 143. 

Council of ftate, expel their diflentlng members, and 
declare the mutinous Spanifh troops rebels, ii. iSi. 
Accept fuccours from the prince of Orange to pro- 

. fecute the fiege of Ghent, j 93. 

Council oiTuvcix^hsy eftablilhcd by Alva in the Nether- 
lands, i. 297. Arbitrary decree of, ibid. The ma- 
jority of the members decline ading, 301. 

Coutrasy battle of, between the duke de Joyeufe and 
the Germans, iii. 167. 

Cyprus^ is invaded by Sultan Selim, u 367. 
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D'Aniehi^ \% intercepted and routed in carrying t 
reinforcement to St. Quintin, i. 70. Is taken pri- 
foner, 75. 

D^Avila^ raifes the ficgeofMiddleburg, i. 441. Com- 
mands a fleet at the fiege of Middleburg, ii. no. 
Defeats and kills count Lewis of Nafiau, 124. His 
troops mutiny, 125. He efcapcs from them, 1^7. 
Defeats Don Antonio king of Portugal, 325. 

Di Glimesy the Spanifli admiral, defeated and killed bj 
Boifot, admiral of Holland, i. no. 

DeThirmes^ marefchal, is defeated at the battle of 

. Gravelines, i, 82. Is taken prifoner, 84. 

Denmark and Sweden, flate of, at the time of Charles 
V. refigning his dominions, i. 28. 

DivmUr n taken by prince Maiirice, iii. 195. 

Doriay Juanetin, takes Dragut the corfair prifoner, 

i. 145- 
Dert^ affembly of the States of Holfand fceld there, 

ii. 48. Send a fupply of mon^y to the prince of- 
. Orange, 50. 
DourUns^ befieged and taken by the count de Fuentes, 

iii. 267. 
D^uxa^ Janus,* defends Leyden againft the Spaniards, 

ii. 136. 
Dragut the Corfair, fome account of, i. 145. Makes 

himfelf mafter of Tripoli, 147. Carries a rein- 
forcement to the Turks at Malta, 197. Is killed 

at the fi<*ge of St. Elmo, 218, 
Dreki'^ Sir Francis, by Ws fuccefles obliges Philip II. 

of Spain to poftpone his invafion of England, iii. 

114. 
Du Lis^ his gallant defence of Bommene againft the 

Spaniards, ii< 168. 
Dunkirk is taken by the prince of Parma, ii. 406. 



_fi£m$nt^ 
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fgfn^nU count, ziyik$ the battle, ami gaios the tri^lofjii 
of St* Qu^ntf.'?, i. 72. Defeats, mareicbal de Thcr- 
mes at the bat.le of Gravelines, 8a. h fent by the 
ijucchefs of Parraa to reprefent the ft^ie of the N'c- , 
therlandsto Philip in Spaia, 246* Complains of 
l>eing deceit ved hy Philip, 25 z. Refufes to commapd 
the regeQt's troops» 262. Pacifies, the. tutnultfr of 
the reforijiers» 272, Juftifies.and detQlares^ bis rea* 
dinefs to fupport Philip's meafures, 279. Tha 
prince of Oiaqge's warning to hioii 291. 1$ ioi- 
prifooed hy the duke of Alva, 29^* Histrial, 319. 
Petition, 0/ his coumefs to Philip, 323. Is executed, 
33t5f. His characlef, 326. 

Egmontj the young count of, endeavours to feize the 
city of Bf ufTels for the prince of Paraia, U. 279. li 
taken prifoner by La Noue, 345. 

Bii^abethy queen of England, her motives for rejed* 
ing the propofed' marriage with Philip II. of Spfdn» 
i. 91. Her fiipulations refpeding Calais, 93* Af- 
fords protedion to the Flemi^ refugees, 392* 
Seis&es. money intended for Philip, in her pprts, 395*. 
Confifcates the e(Fe£is of the Spanifli and Fle^iih 
. merchants, 396, Is induced to difcountenance the 
Flemifh exiles, 426. Ailifts the revolted Flemings 
with money* ii. 201. Her policy with regard tothci 
difiurbances of the Netherlands, 232. Engages to 
fupply.the ftates with money and troops, 233. Apo- 
logifes to' Philip, 235* Her cpndu6i on the treaty 
between the States and th$ duke of Anjou, 246. 
M^afures tak{:n toward, a miarriage between her and 
the duke, 365. Her anxiety concerning the affairs 
of the Netherlands, iii. 56, The fovereignty ot 
the United States offered to her, ibid^ Declines 
the offer, but enters into a treaty for tbeii^ prpt^^* 
tion, 62. Sends Leicefier with an army to their 
affiHance, 64. Hep partiality to him, 88. Re'p 
view of her conduct, 113. Negociates with Phi- 
lip, 115. Prepares to defeat his intended invafion 
I of 
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of England, 1 1 8. The Invincible Armada totally^ 
ruined, 137. Her fituation at this time, 143. Her 
expedition againft Cadiz, 303. Oppofes the peac^ 
between France and Spain, 322. Remonfiratec to 
the king of Fiance againft it, 323, 

Elmo^ St. fort on the ifland of Mdlta, fiege of by the 
1 u:ks, i. 195. Is taken b,y aflault, 211. 

England^ ubjtdiions of the Englifli to the marriage of 
their queen Mary, with Philip II. of Spain, i. ID. 
Meaiures taken by the emperor Charles to reconcile 
them to it, II. The parliament refufes Philip the 
cer<mony of coronaiion, 1 6. Philip returns to 
Spain, 19. State of at the time of the emperor 
Charles'b refignation, 26. The conqueft of, pro* 
jeded by Philip IL of Spain, iii. 107. See y/r* 
madom 

Ernefty archduke of Auftrla ; fee Aujiria. 

EJcurial^ the palace of, built in confequence of Phi* 
lip's vow on gaining the battle ciif St. Quintin>. 
u 74. 

EJffXy earl of, is appointed to commaifd the Englilh 
armament againft Cadiz, iii. 302. Takes and 
plunders the town, 303. 

Europe^ ftate of, at the time of the emperor Charley ^5 
refignation, i. 26. 



F. 

Firdlttondy brother of the emperor Charles V. is foH- 

cited by him to refign his dignity as king of the Ro« 

mans, i. 7. 
> H the catholic, fubdues the Morefcoes in Spain, 

u 341. Compels thofeof Granadajo profefs Chri- 

ftranity, 3^2. Reduces the inhabitants of the 

country, 343. 
Flemings^ rcfuie to fwear allegiance to Philip II. of 

Spain, i. 5. Their jealous caution in grants of mo* 

n,ey to him, 66. Their ancient commercial profpe- 

rity, 105. Sec Neih^lands^ 
FUfnin^y revolt of, againft the Spaniards, i. 434. 

Don Pedro Pacheco, the Spaniih governor, put to 

4eatb there^ 438. 

Fontainif 
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Fentaimiy Frarr^orfe, battle of, between Henfy IV. of 
France, and Velafco conftable ofCaftile, iii.' 2^5, 

Franciy its political ftate in reference to Philip J I. of 
Spaip, i. 31. Charaficr of the French at that 
time, ibid. The diflatisfaftion of the nation at the 
peace of Chateau Cambrefis, 94. State of, on the* 
death of Henry II. 96. The decrees of the council 
of Trent rejected by the court of, 181. Battles of 
Jarnac and Moncontour, ii. 4. The proteftants de* 
ceived by a treaty, 6. Maflacre of the proteftants, 
28* State of parties in, under Henry III. iii. 48* 
The catholic league, 49.166. Thie duke of Guifc 
afladinated, 168. The king afTaiSnated, 169. Ac-> 
ceiSon of Henry IV. ibid* He embraces the catho- 
lic religion, 234. Calais taken by the archduke 
Albert, 291. 

Francis If. of France, his acceffion, charaftcr, and 
adminiftration, i. 90. 

Fuifites^ count o^, fucceed« the archduke Erneft as go« 
vernor of the Netherlands, iii. 260. Enters vigor- 
oufly into the exercife of his office, 262. Befieges 
Cateiet, 265. Puts Gomeron to death, 267. Takes 
Dourlens, 268. Lays ficgc to Cambray, 269. The 
town and caflle delivered up, 2^3. Refign^ tbo 
government to Albert, 285, 



G. 



Qemblours^ battle of, ii. 238. 

Gerard^ Balthazar, aflaffinates the prince of Orange, 
ii. 4i6« His examination, 418. His fentence, 

419- ^ 

Germavy^ difgult received there at the behaviour of 

Philip II. of Spain, i. 6. State of at the time of the, 
emperor Charles's refignation, 27. 
Gertrudttihergy is taken from the Spaniards, by the 
. Sieur de Payette, it. lOO* Is betrayed to the Spa- 
niards by the garrifon, iii. i^i. Is retaken by prince 
Maurice, %i^^ 

QhM 



1 N b fe ir. 

^heHU A woblfen manufafiure carried on in that citjf 
before the art was known in England, i. 105. The 
confederacy, called the pacification of, ii. 193. Th<t 
duke of Ai'fchot feized and impr.roned there, 227* 
Difcord between the inhabitants of, aiid the Wal- 
loons, 250. 

Giambelli^ his contrivances at Antwerp to deftrov the 
prince of Parma's bridge, iii. 19. 26. 

GomeroHy his pfivate treaty with the count de Fuentes, 
for the delivery of Chatelet, iii. 266. Is put to 
death by Fuentes, 267. 

Granada^ the Moorifh inhabitants of, forced by F^er- 
dinand the catholic, to profefs Chriftianity, i. 342. 
Are opprefTed by the inquifitibn, ;^43« Are difarm- 
ed by Philip II. 346. Philip^s oppreffive edia 
againft them, 347. Remonftrate againft it, 349. 
Revolt of the province, 351. Aben Humeya, tneif 
newly eled^ed king, attempts to poflefs himfelf of 
the city of Granada, 354. The Morefcoes reduced 
by the mari|ui8 de Mondejar, 355. The province 
plundered by the troops, 358. The inhabitants 
take arms againft, ibtd. Are totally fubdued by 
Don John of Auftria^ 362< Dreadful feverities ex- 
ercifed againft them, 364. 

Granvelle^ cardinal, rigorouily enforces Philip's edicts 
againft heretics in the Netherlands, i. 235. His 
removal applied for, 240. Is removed by his own 
defire, 242. Continues to exert his influence over 
the king againft his enemies in the Low Countries, 
274. 287. 

Grtrve^ beiieged by count Manfveldt, iii. 66. Is takea 
by the prince of Parma, 69. 

Gravelines^ battle of, between count Egmont and 
marefchal de Tbermes, i. 82. 

Gregory XIII. pope, perfuades Philip IL to confer the 
fovereignty of Tunis on Don John of Auftria, 

^- 3^3- 
Groningen, is befieged by prince Maurice, iii. t^l. 

Submits and accedes to the union of Utrecht, 257* 

Guildres is betrayed to the duke of Parma^ iii* 99. 

Vol. IIL C« Guirrir$^ 
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Guerrtro^ archbiOiop of Granada^ inflames Phifip IJ« 
againft the Moors, i* 344. 

Guife^ Francis duke of, leads an army into Italy to 
fupport the pope againft the duke of Alva, !• 6s. 
Befieges Civitclla, 62. Is recalled, 75. Takes 
Calais from the Englifh, 8o» Takes Thionville, 
8i. He and his brother engrofs the adminiftratioit 
under Francis II, 96. 

Cuife^ Henry duke of, his political intrigues, tii. 48. 
Forms the catholic league, 49. Enters into a treaty 
with Philip II. of Spain, 51. Gains a vifiory over 
the Germans, 167. Is aflaffinated by the king's 
order, i68« 

H. 

HaerUm^ is beficged by Don Frederic dc Toledo, ii. 64. 
Speech of Riperda to the principal inhabitants, ibid. 
The town defcribed, 67, Surrenders, 89. Cruel 
treatment of the inhabitants, 90. Is feized and 
plundered by the mutinous Spanifh troops, 92* 

Hali^ the Tui kiih admiral, defeated and killed at Le» 

. panto, i. 370. 

Hanfledi^ Adolphus, his fleet deftroyed by the Zea- 
landers, i. 130. 

Hafcem^ the Corfair, befieges Oran and Mafarquivir, 
i. 156. is forced to a precipitate retreat by the Spa- 
niards,, 157. Brings a reinforcement to the Turka 
at Malta, 216. 

Uaranguer^ Charles, carries a party of mcnfecretly 
into Breda, and feizes the town for prince Mau- 
jice, iil 158. Is made governor, 161. 

HtwyW. of France, his chara^ier and political con** 
du£t, i. 32. Concludes an alliance with Paul IV« 
againft the emperor Charles V. 39. Agrees to the 
truce of Vaucelles, 44. Is perfu^ided to violate the 
truce, and. renew the war, 51^. His forces defeated 
before St. Quintin, 73. His motives to wifli for a 
peace with Philip, 86. Peace of Chateau Cam- 
brefis, 92. His deaths 95^, 



fiikry il|. of France, his charaficr, li. 236. Refufe^ 
to aflift bis brother the duke of Anj«Mj, 380. Is 
offered the fovereignty of the United States of the 
Netherlands, iii, 46. State of p.iities in France, 
48. tiis firm rep y to the rCprefentations of the 
Spanifli ambaffado'^, 53. Declines the offer of the 
States, 55, Declares hin^felf the head and protec* 
tor of the catholic league, 166. Procures the a-ffaf- 
ijnation of ^he duke of Guife, and of his brother the 
cardinal, i68. Is affaffinated himfelf, 169. 

JHenry IV. of France, his acceffion, iii. 169. De^ 
feats the duke of May en ne, 171. Invefts P^ris, 1724 
Comparifon between him and the duke of Parma, 
175. Raifes the liege on th? arrival of the duke of 
Parma, 179, Sends a defiance to the duke of May- 
enne, t8i. The duke of Parma deceives him by a 
ftratageiB, iiiJ, Difband.^ his armv, 187. Col- 
lects troops and harafies the duke in his return to the 
Netherlands, J91, Befieges Rouen, 202. Aban- 
dons the fiege, 208. flocks up the Spani(h iafmy 
at V^aux, 21 !• Embraces the catholic religion, 
aj4« The principal cities fubmit to him,, 244* 
Publiihes a general indemnity, 245. Befieges Laon, 
247. Repels the attempts of the duke de Mayenne 
to raife the fiege, 248. Laon capitulates, 251. The 
dukes of Lorrain and Guife fubmit to him, 252. 
Declares war againft Philip of Spam, 262^ Makes 
an alliance with the United Provinces, 265. De- 
feats Velafco, conftable of Caftiie, 276. Gains 
over the duke de Mayenne, 278. Obtains the ex-' 
pedted abfolution from pope Clement, 279. Dif- 
graces the marquis of Belin fir the furrender of Ar-» 
drea^;293* Befieges Amiens, 314. Liftens to 
overtures for peace, 323. His reply to queen Eli- . 
'sabeth'^ remMnftrances againft it, 324. Concludes 
a peace at Vervins, 326; 

Henry^ Don, fucceeds to the crown of Portugal, ii. 299* 
Difeufles the claims of the feVeral competitors for 
the fucceiSon after him, 302. Refolves to marry, 
304^ His deaths 309. 

C « a HiTtnbifi^ 
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Hergnberg^ count, dererts the intereft of the Unitel 
Provinces, and goes over to the Spaniards, ii. 412. 

Hierges^ count de, reduces feveral towns in the Nether- 
lands, ii. i6o. f 

ffohenloff count, is appointed to the command of the 
fleet of the United States, iii. 16. Attacks the 
counterdyke of Couveflein, 31. Relieves Grave^ 
68. Reduces Axel, and defeats Hautpeine, 99. 

Holland^ revolt of the provinces of, xu i. Precautions 
taken there to withftand the Spanifh power, 49. 
The States of, aifembie at Dort, 48. Eftablifh- 
ment of the reformed religion, 55. Spanifli fleet 
under count Bofiut, defeated by, 9?. The Sutes 
of, refufe to concur in the treaty with Don John of 
Auftria, 206. See Uniud Previnceu 

Horn^ count, pacifies the tumultuous inhabitants of 
Tournay, i, 272* Is imprifoned by the duke of 
. Alva, 292. His trial, 319, Is Executed, 325. 

Hortenjius^ Lambertus, cruel perfidy of the Spaniards 
to, ii. 6o. 

Howard^ lord, the Engli(h admiral, his prudent ma- 
nagement on the arrival of the Spanifli Invincible 
Armada, iii. 128. Harafles it with fire-fhips, 130. 
Attacks the Spaniards fuccefsfuUy, 131. 

HulJI^ is reduced by prince Maurice, iii. 198. Is for- 
tified by him, and befieged by the archduke Albert> 
295. Surrenders, 299. 



I. 

Jarnac^ battle of, ii. 4. 

Idiaquex, endeavours to diflTuade Philip II. fr#m his 
projeded invafion of England, itt. 109. 

Jenlis^ ficur de, is defeated by Frederic it Tokdo, 
and his fufpicious death,, ii. 22. 

Inquifiiion^ in Spain, its hiflory, and mode of proceed- 
ing, i. 134 Kffieds of this inftirution on the cha- 
racters of the Spaniards, 136, An A uto-de-fe ce- 
lebrated in the prefence of Phihp IK 139^1 The 

Moors 
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Moors driven out of Spain by the f^veriues of, 

343- 
Joyeufe^ dukede, is defeated and killed at the battle of 

Coutras, Hi. 167. 
Italy^ the ftates of, their dependence on Phih'p IL of 

Spain, i. 29. Its condition by the peace of Chateau 

Cambrefis, 99* 



L. 

La Capelle is taken by coant Manfveldt, iii. 246. 

La Mah, the count de, commands a fleet of Flemiih 
exiles by commKHon from the prince of Orange^ 
fl. 427. Takes the Brill, ibid. Befieges Amftcr- 
dam, ii. 5 1. Caufe of his mifcarriage, 52. His cha* 
raiSler, 57. U deprived of his command and dies, 
ibid. 

La Noufy afSfts count Lewis in the defence of Mon$ 
agafnft the duke of Alva, ii. 23. Monj .capitulates, 
38. Undertakes the defence of Maeftricht againft 
the prince of Parma, 266. Is taken prifoner by the 
Walloons, 345, On whatiermareleafed, 347. 

La VaietUy grand mafter of Malta,' his vigorous prepa- 
rations to defend the ifland againft the Turks, i. IQI. 
His motives for defending St. fllmo, 196. I^eta* 
liates the barbarity of Ae Turks, 213. 

Lagny is taken by the duke of Parma, iii. 185. 

Lanzavecchioy governor of Breda, corrupts the garrifon 
of Gertrudenberg to giVc it up to the duke of Parma, 
iii. 151. Lofes Breda to prince Maurice by negli- 
gence, 157. 

LaoHy is befieged , by Henry IV. of France, iii. 247. 
The duke of Mayenne endeavours in vain to raife 
ihc ficge, 248. Surrenders, 251. 

League^ catholic, formed in France by the duke of 
Guife, iii. 49. Is joined by Philip IL of Spain, 50* 
Henry III, declares himfelf its head and protedpr, 
l66. The duke of Guife and the cardinal his bro- 
ther aflailiQated, 168. The duke de Mayenne i9 
f hpfen commander in chief, i^/V. Mayenne defeated 
C c 3 by 
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by Henry IV. 171. Paris relieved by the duke of 

^ l?arina, 179. Convent! n of the States of. 228- 

The dukes of Lorraine and Guifo fubmit to Henry^ 

* 252. Is defcrted by the duke dc Mayenne, 2; 8. 
{.eice/liTy earl of, is fcnt with Englifh troops to the af- 

fiftance of the Dutch States, iij. 64. Is made go-; 

• vernor and commander in chief of all their forces, 66. 
Befieges Zutphen, 76. His arbitrary and iqfiprudent 
conduct, 78. His feeble attempts to raife the fiege 
of Sluys, 96, > His intrigues difcovcred, lOO. Dif- 
fer% with the States, loi. Refigns his government 
and rtturns to England, 104. Is appdtnted com- 
jiiancier in chief of the EngliQi forces to oppofe the 
Spantfh Armada, 142. 

LipantOf. battle of, between Don John of Auftria and 
Hali the Turkifh aumiral, i. 370 

Lnuis XI. of France, how he loft the opportunity of 
bririgmgtbe fovereignty of the Netherlands into hi^ 
family, i. 107. 

L£wis of Naffau, count, collefls an army for the re- 
lief of t^ Netherlands, i. 3x3. Defekts count 
Aremberg, 314. Is defeated by the duke of Alva, 

?29. Is deceived by (he offers of Charles IX. of 
ranee, ii. 8. Seizes Mons to. Is befieged there 
by the duke of Alva, 19. Mons capitulates, 3^. 
His treaty wiih Scbomber^ the French ambaflador, 
118. Is defeated and killed at Mooch, by D'Avila^ 
124. 
• Leydin^ is befieged by Requefcns, ii* 133. Its fitua- 
tion defcribed, ibid* Is defended by Janus Douza. 
136. Is b)ocI^.ded, /^iV. Refolu tion and diftrefs ot 
the inhabitants, 138. The country l^id under wa- 
ter, 140. Is relieved by ^oifot» and the fiege raif* 
ed, 145. 

Jf^ifboriy \iiz city oif, fuboiits to the dpk^ of Alva, 

.' ii. 3A0. 

l$rrain^ cardinal of, his argumetits for an alliance 
Jbetwecn France and the pope, againft the emperor 
^hailes V. i. 43. He and his brother engrc^s the 
admliuitratioji uoder Francis II. 96. 



LvuveJItin^ the fort of, furprifed by Herman de Ruy ter, 
u 420. ' Is retakeiT^ 421. 



Afaefiftchtj h befieged by the prince of Parma, ii, 261. 
Is taken by furprife, ^67. r» 

Maita^ the ifland of, invaded by the Turks, i. 192. 
Siege of St, Elmo, 193, St. Elrtio taken by affault, 
ail. Attack of fort bt. Michael, 216. Arrival of 
Spanrih fticcours, 227. The Turks retire, 228, 
Re land, and are defeated by the Spanifh reinforce- 
ment, 230. 

MunfvuUli^ count, befieges Grave in Brabant, iii. 66* 
Befieges and takes Watchendonck, 149. Is ap- 
pointed governor of the Netherlands on the death of 
the duke of Parnia, 227. Lays fiege to Noyon, 228, 
Fails c^ relieving Gertrudenoerg, 240. Is prevent* 
ed from taking Creveceur by prince Maurice, 242, 
Is fuperceded in the government of the Netherlands, 
by the appointment of the archduke Erneft, 243. 
Invades Picardy, and takes the town of LaCape!le, 
246. Refigns his employment od the appointment of 
thebount deTuentcs to be governor, 262. 

Mary^ queen of England, her charader^ and motives 
for marryins; Philip II. of Spain, i. 10. Summary 
of the marriage articies, ii. Joins her hufband in 
a periecutioa of the proteftants, 17. Is left by her 
hufband, 19. Is prevailed on by him to engage in 

' the war againft France, 66. tier death, 89. 

Mary^ princefs of Portugal, married to Philip II. of 
Spain, i. 2. . 

Mary^ daughter of Charlis the Bold, married to Maxi- 
milian, (on of the efnperor Frederic III. i. io6. 
Her death, 107. 

Matthias^ archduke, is invited by the duke of Arfchot 
and others to take upon him the government of the 
'Netherlands, ir. 224- -Is admitted by the States, 225* 
Leaves the Netherlands, 301. 

: Oc 4 Maurice^ 
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Maurice^ prince^ fucceeds to the offices of his fathef. 
Hi. 2. His chafa£ler. 14.4. Gains, pofleffion of 
Breda by a ftratagem, 157. Provides f#r itsiecurity, 
' 162* Is made g(»vernor of GuelderUnd and Over* 
yfTel, 164* Takes Zutphen, 194. And Deventer, 
195. Defeats the duke of Parma's cavalry by ftra« 
tagem, 196. Reduces Hul ft and Nimeguen, 198. 
Sulylues Steenwich and Coverden, 223. Takes 
Gertrudenberg, 239. Murderers employed to affaf- 
iinate him by the court of Spain, 243. Vndectakes 
fhe fiege of Groningen, ?52« Reduces it, ^56. 
Affords protedion to the Spanifli mutinous troops^ 
258« His operations ob(lru£led by Mondragone, 
2o0. Fortifies Hulft, 295. Defeats and kills the 
count de Varas, 309. Progrefs of his operationsj 

318. 

Maximilian^ fon of the emperor Frederic IIL marries 
Mary daughter and heirefs of Charles, the Bold, u 
106. Is feized and imprifoned at Bruges, ip8. ' 

Maximilian II. emperor of Germany, remqnftratei to 
Philip II. of Spain, againft the cruel adminiftration 
of the duke of Alva in th^ Netherlands, i. 310. Me- 
diates between Philip and the Dutch States^ 
ii. 150. 

Mayenngj duke of, is appointed commander in chief of 
the forces of the League, iii. 168. Is routed b; 
Henry IV. 171. Summons a convention of the 
States of the League at Philip's defire, 228. . Mar- 
riage treaty for his fon and Philip's daughter Ifabella, 
237. Endeavours in vain to raife the f^ege of Laon, 
248. His tnafterly retreat, 250. Is reconciled to 
Henry, 278. 

Mechlin^ is garrifoned by the prince of Ors^nge, it. 24, 
Is plundered by the duke of Alva's troops, 39. 

Midina Cceli, duke of, his expedition to Tripoli, \. 
147. His fleet deftroyed by the Turks, 151. ' The 
Flemi(h exiles take great part of the fleet he con- 
duced to the relief of Alva, 442* Is appointed to 
fucceed the duke of Alva in the government of the 
][^etherlands, but declines the charge, ii, 102. 
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il//J/W Sidonia, duke de, h appointed commandcf of 
the Spaniih Invincible Armada, iii. 124. Pefpairt 
of fuccefs, I33, Rcfolves to return to Spain, 135, 
His fleet ruined by a florm, 136. Arrives in Spain, 

138- 

J^endoza^ Don Francis de, delivers Oran and Mafar* 
quivir from the corfair Hafcem, i. 157. 

^ichatU St. fort of, at Malta, fiege of, by the Turks, 
i. 2i6. 

Middleburg^ is befieged by count Tferart, i. 440. 
The fiege raifed by D'Avila, 442* Is befieged by 
the Zealanders, ii« io8« Surrenders to the prince 
of Orange, 112. 

Jt/0«^'^r,^ marquis of, reduces the Morefco revolters 
in Granada, 1. 355. His troops plunc^er the coun* 
try, 358. Is removed from his command, 361. 

Mondragone^ leads a detachment of Spanifh tioops 
through a channel of the Tea, to the lelief of Ter* 
goes,, L .450. Defends Mid^ileburg a^^ainft the 
Zoalanders, ii. 108. Surrenders by capitulation, 
112. His vigorous preparations for the fiege of 
Ziricfte, 171. Checks the operations of prince 
Maurice, iii. 281. His death, 282. 

^onsy the city of, feized by count Lewis of Naflau, 
ii, 10. Is befieged by the duke of Alva, 19. Capi- 
tulates, 38. 

Montcontour^ battle of, ii. 4. 

Montmorency^ conftable of France, his reafons againfl: 
an alliance with the pope, againil the emperor 
Charles V. i. ^2. Perfuades Henry to conclude the 
truce of Vaucelles, 44. Is defeated before St. Quin* 
tin, 73* Returns to France to negociate a peace, 

89. 

Moochj battle of, between D*Avila the Spanifh gene- 
ral, and count Lewis of NafTau, it. 123. 

Morefcois^ in Spain, the hiiiory of, i. 341. 

Morocco^ ftate of that kingdom, ii. 290. Is invaded 
by Sebaftian king of Portugal, ihid. Battle of Alca* 
zar, 2Q5. Death of Muley Moloc, 296. 

Aiuley Moloc^ eftablifhes himfelf in the fovereignty of 

Morocco, ii. 290. Enters inio an alliance with 

'' Philip 
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l*hilip IT. of Spain, 291. Dies duririg the battle of 

Alcazar, 296. His charader, ibid. 
Miflapha^ commands the Turkifh troops fcnt to rc- 
' duce the ifland of Malta, i. 192* Befieges St. Elmoy 

194. Takes it by aflfault, 211. Retires froin the 

ifland, 228. Lands again and is defeated, 230. 
JMuftapha^ Cara, a celebrated corfair, fortifies him- 

felf at Pennon de Velcz, u 159. His fort reduced 

by the Spaniards^ 162.. 
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NMerditty cruel maflacrc of the townfmea of, by Don 
Frederic de Toledo, ii. 6o, 

Namufj the caftle of, feized by Don John'of Auftria^ 
1^213. 

Navarefiy the leader of the muttnous Spanifh troops, 
conduds them from Aloft to the relief of the Spa- 
niards at Antwerp, ii. 187. Sacks the town, 189. 

Ketherlands^ enquiry into the ancient ftate of, i. 103. 
Fall under the dominion of the houfe of Burgundy, 
J04. The iituation of the country favourable for 

' commerce, 1 05. The fovereignty transferred to the 
boufe of Auftria, 108. Inftances of the attachment 
of the emperor Charles V . to this country and its in- 
habitants, 109. Averfion of his fon Philip II. to 
them, III. £di£ls publifhed againft the protef- 
tants^ 113. Rigorous tribunals eredled, 115. New 
bifhoprics eftablifhed, 11 6. I'he country filled with 
SpaniQi troops, 117. The dutchefs of Parma ap« 
pointed regent, 119. Speech of the bifbop of Arras 
to the convention of States at Ghent, 120. Appre- 
henfions of the people, 121. Arbitrary conduct of 
cardinal Granvelle, 235. The number of protef- 
tants increafe by perfecution, 239. Count Eg- 
Biont's embafly to Spain, 246. Refult of delibera- 
tions to ftop the growth of herefy, 250. The en- 
forcement of the edtds againft proteftants revived, 
254. A confederacy againft the eftablilbmem oAhe 
inquifition entered into, 253. Speech of the prince 

of 
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pf Orange in council, 157. The fubfcribers of the 
compromife petition the regent, 263. Intemperate 
l^eal of the reformers, 269. The regent raifes 
forces, 274. Valenciennes and Antwerp garrifoned, 
?8o. Quiet rcftored, 283. The duke of Alva fent 
thither with an array, 290. The prince of Orange 
retires to Germany, iW. The counts Horn and 
Egmom tmprifoned, '^92. The inhabitants defert 
to foreign pans. 293. The dutcbefs of Parma re- 
tires, 294. The extraordinary powjers Alva was in- 
vetted with, 298. The council of Tumults efta- 
blifhed, 299. I he violent proceedings af Alva, iW</. 
Count Lewis of Naflfau rzifts an army, 313. De- 
feats count A remberg, 314. Deaths of the counts 
E^mont and Horn, 325. Count Lewis defeated by 
the duke of Alva, 329. The prince of Orange raifes 
an army and publishes a manifdlo, 331; Is obliged 
to dilband his forces, 3^7. Tyrannical proiecutions 
of the duke of Alva, 390. Qreat defertson of the 
inhabitants, 39 1. The people inflamed by taxation, 
398. \ Oppofition of the ^flembly of the States, 401. 
^& of indemnity publi&ed, 407. Its reception, 
409. Refolutecondud of the ftates of Utrecht, 41 1. 
The city of Ut/echt filled with foldiers, 414. In- 
trigues of the pnnce of Orange, 418. The fort of 
iLrOuveftein furprifed b\ Herman de Ruyter, 42p» 
^be duke of Alva pubhihes an ediA for the imme- 
dtate payment of bis raxes, 422. Violent commo* 
tions, efpecially at 9rufli^ls, 423. 1 h^ Brill t^k^n 
^y the exiles, 424. Count de BofTut maiiarres the 
townfmen of Ri>tierdam, 432. Revolt of >luih« 
ing, 434. Revflt of the other towns of Zealand, 
440, diege of Middlrbufg, ihij. The duke de 
Medina Cceli's fleet deftroyed, 443. Other cap- 
tures at fed, ilfiii. Siege of Tergoes, 444. Extra- 
ordinary relief of, 451* Revolt of the province of 
Holland, ii. i. Mons fetzed by count Lewis of 
^aiTdU, 10. Ruremond and other towns taken by 
the piince of Orange, 2g* Mons taken by Alva, 
39* Mechlin plundered by Alva's troops, ittd. 40. 
^baritics exercifed at ZutpheDj 42. AiTembiy of 

tho 
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the States of Holland at Dort, 48. Maffacre at Naer* 
den» 60. Alva removed, and the duke de Medina 
Coeli appointed governor, 102. Who declining the 
charge is fucceeded by Requefens, ibid,- InefFe£tuaI 
. negociations for peace at Breda, 151. Redudion of 
Ziricfee by the Spaniards, 170. Death of Reque- 
fen$, 175, Mutiny of the Spanifh troops, 178. 
They fack the city of Antwerp, 189. Pacification 
of Ghent, 193. The prince of Orange's advice to 
the States, 197. They apply to foreign powers for 
aid, 200. Form a new deed of union at Bruflels, 
203, Their treaty with Don John of Auftria, 204.. 
The departure of the Spanifh troops, 208. The 
caftlc of Namur feized by Don Johnof Auftria, 213. 
The States get a number of towns into their pof- 
feilion, 218. Invite the prince of Orange to refide 
at BrufTels, 22c The prince is counteraded by 
the duke of Arfchot, 223. The archduke Matthias 
chofen governor, 225. A new treaty of union^ 
229. The duke of Anjou applied to for af&ftance, 
231. Retjurn of the Spanifh troops, 237. Battle 
of Gemblours, 238. The powers of the prince of 
Orange and the archduke Matthias enlarged, 241. 
The States conclude a treaty with the duke of An- 
jou, 244. The operations of their numerous forces 
obftruSed by diflenfions, 245. The decree called 
the peace of religion, 248. Difcord between the 
Flemings and the Walloons, 250. Their forces dif- 
perfed, 253. The death of Don John of Au- 
ftria, 25 5 • The prince of Parma appointed go- 
vernor, 259. He lays fiege to Maeflricht, 262. 
Maeftricht taken by furprife, 268. The Walloons 
gained over by the prince of Parma, 272. . The 
treaty called the union of Utrecht, 275. Confe- 
rences for peace at Cologn, 281. The States refolve 
to transfer their allegiance from Philip to the duke 
of Anjou, 343. The fovereignty conferred on him, 
353* All allegiance to Philip of Spain foleoinly 
abjured by the United States, 359. Return of the 
Spani(h troops, 377. Attempt of the duke of Anjou 
on the city of Antwerp, 383, Rccpncilemcnt of 

the 
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. the States with the duke, 402. Difcontents of the 
people, 404. Death of the duke of Anjou, 414. 
The prince of Orang^ aflaffinated, 416. Is fuc* 
ceeded in his offices by his fon prince Maurice, iii. 2. 
Great progrefs of the prince of Parma, 3. Siege of 
Antwerp, 5. The city capitulates, 38.' Brabant 
deferted by many of its inhabitants, 42. Their cri- 
tical fituation on the death of the prince of Orange, 
45* Offer the fovereignty to the king of France, 
46. To the queen of England, 56. Treaty with 
Elizabeth, 62. The earl of Leicefter fent to their 
affidance, 64. Great famine and peftilence, 89. HI 
confequences of the duke of Parma's expedition to 
France, to the Spanifh caufe, 192. Death of the 
duke of Parma, 224. Count Manfveldt appointed 
governor, 227. Erneft archduke of Auftria, ap- 
pointed governor, 242. Who is fucceeded by 
the count de Fuentes, 260* Cambray delivered up 
to Fuentes by the citizens, 270. The archduke 
Albert appointed governor, 283. The fovereignty 
of, transferred to him, 329. This deed how re- 
ceived there, 331. See United Provincis. 

Nitrngueny is taken by prince Maurice, iii. 199, 

Norris^ colonel, difiinguifhes himfelf at the head of a 
body of Englifli, at the battle of Rimenant, ii« 243. 

Noyofif IS befieged by count Manfveldt, iii. 228. 

NuySf the deftru^ion of, by the Spanilh troops, iii. 73. 
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Oran^ befieged by the corfair Hafcem, i. 155. Th»^ 
fiege raifed by the Spaniards, 157. 

Orange^ William I. prince of, his family and charader, 
t. 124. Origin of the difguft between him and Phi- 
lip n. of Spain, .125. Applies for the removal of 
cardinal Granvelle, 240. Oppofes the admifBon of 
the decrees of the council of Trent, 243. Oppofes 
the inftrudions given to count Egmont, 246. De« 
clines enforcing the edids againft the proteftants, 
252. His fpeech ia the council, 257. Punifhes 

th« 
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the rioters at Antwerp, 169. Tolerates ttie reforiK^ 
crs, iifd. His reafons for this iodulgence^ 270. 
PeGres leave to refign his etnployments^ 276. It 
informed of the king's fecret intentions againft him, 
277. Retire^ to Germany, 290. Refufcs to obey 
the duke of Aiva*s cicati )n, wirh his reafons, 307* 
His efiates confifcated, 308. Applies to the empe* 
ror Maximilian for his interpofuion, 309. His in« 
ducements to take up arms, 311. Publiflies a ma« 
ni^efto, 331. ProfeiTes the reformed religion, 332. 
Fafles the Maefc, 333. Offers Alva battle, 334. Is 
obliged to difband his army, 337. Prepares to re- 
fume his operations for the relief of the Nether- 
lands, 416. Grants a commillion to the count De 
la Marck. 427, Gives the command of all the 
forces in Zealand to the count Tferart, 439. The 
province of Holland induced to revolt by his nego-^ 
ciations, ii. 2* His military preparations, 3. Takes 
Rureniond, 23, Is received at Mechlin, 24. Takes 
feveral other towns, 25. Endeavours in vain to 
provoke Alva to' an engagement, 31. Is attacked 
and worftedy 33. Difbands his army and returns to 
Holland, 37. Receives a fupply of money from the 
aflembty of the States at Dort, 50. Is appointed 
commander in chief of all their forces, ibid. His 
moderation and prudent regulations, 54. Eftabliflies 
the reformed religion, 55. Equips a fleet againft 
the Spani(h at Middleburg, 109, Reduces Middle- 
burg, 112. Seizes the town of Bommel, 131. His 
meafures for the relief of Leyden, 140. His at-* 
tempts to relieve Ziricfee, 173. Projeds the union 
of the provinces, in the pacification of'Gbent, 193. 
His advice to the States on the arrival of Don John 
of Audria, 197. Goes, by inviution^ to refide at 
Bruficis, 220. Is counteradled by the-duke x>f Ar- 
fchot, 223* Pacifies the people of Ghent, 269. 
Accompiifhes the aflbciation called the union of 
Utrecht, 275. His reply to Philip's private oiFers, 
2S4/ Sends aiSftance to Sebaftian king of Portugal 
againft the emperor of Morocco, 292. Juftifiei his 
condud againft the popular clamours, 332. Advifes 

the 
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the States to renounce their allegiance to Philip, 
336. Is profcribed by Philip, 355. His apology 
aodfefled to the States, 357. An attempt made to 
afiaffinste him, 371. His advice to the States on 
the duke of Anjou's treachery, 394. Other at- 
tempts made to get him aflaffinated, 403. Leaves 
Antwerp on account of injurious fufpicioos enter- 
tained againft him, 408. Is killed by Balthazar 
Gerard, 416. His charaSer, 421. Abftradofhis 
famous apology^ iii. 341* See Maurict. 
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Pachico^ don Pedro de, put to death by the inhabitants 
of Fluihing, i. 438* 

Ptfm, maflacre of the proteftants there, il, 27. Is in* 
veiled by Henry I V, of France, iii. 172. Great 
diftrefs of the Parifians, 178. The fiege raifed by 
the arrival of the duke of Parma, 179. Submits to / 
Henry IV. after his converfion, 244. 

Parma^ Margaret, dutchefs of, made regent of the 
Netherlands, i. 119. Perfecutes the proteftants in 
concert with cardinal Granvelle, 235. Publifhes 
the decrees of the council of Trent, 245. Sends 
count £g(T)ont to Spain, 246. Appoints a con- 
ference to confider of means to flop the growth 
of herefy, 249. Which offends Philip, 250* Re- 
vives the perfecution of the protectants, 251* Her 
anfwer.to the petition of the nobles, 265. Tranf- 
ralts the petition to Spain, ibid. Raifes forces by 
Philip's command, 274. Her fuccefs in fuppreffing 
the reformers, 280. Difluades Philip from, fending 
an army into the Low* Countries, 288. Obtains 
leave to retire from the Netherlands, 294. 

Parma^ Alexander Farnefe, prince of, lays fiege to 
Navarino, i. 379. Is ordered by Philip to lead the 
Spanifb troops back to the Netherlands, ii. 237. 
Battle of Gemblours, 238. Is appointed to fucceed 
don John of Auftria as governor of the Netherlands, 
259. His chara£lef , ibid. Befiege& Maeftricbt, 262. 

4 Taker 
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Tates the town by Airprife, 268. Gains over the 
Walloons, 272- Poffefles himfeif of Courtray, 345. 
Is forced to abandon the iiege of Cambray by the 
duke of An ou, 362. Obtains a return o( the l^pa* 
Di(h troops, 377. Takes Dunkirk, 406. With 
ieveral other towns, 407. 410. Bruges delivered 
up to him by the prince of Chimai the governory 
413. Reduces feveral principal towns, iii. 2. His 
lenity toward the inhabitants, 4. Befieges Ant- 
werp, 5. Blockades the Srheld.by a bridge, lo. 
Defcriptlon of this bridge, 12. Repairs the bridge, 
after an attempt made to deftroy it, 25. Fortifies 
the Counterdyke of Couveftein, 28* Recovers the 
pofieffion of it, 34. The city of Antwerp fubmits 
to him, 38. His great power in the Netherlands, 
45, Takes Grave in Brabant, 69. Befieges Ven- 
lo, 70. I akes fhr town by capitulation, 72* His 
motives to attack Nuys, 73* Lays fiege to Rhine* 
bprg, 7s« Befietj^es Sluys, '93* Difluades Philip 
from invading jLngland, m. His preparations to 
co-operate with tt-e invincible Armada, 123. Me* 
ditates ihe fiege of Ber gen-op* Zoom, 145. Is de- 
ceived by two b.ngliih foldiers, 146. Abandons the 
attempt, I48. Hs difficulties and anxiety, 150, 
Alg'iny among his Spaniih troops, I56« Sends a 
reinforcement to the duke of Mayenne, 173. His 
firft expedition into France, 174. Comparifon be- 
tween him and Henry IV. 175. His wife precau- 
tions on entering France, 176. Raifes the fiege of 
Paris, 179 Deceives Henry by a ftratagem, i8i. 
Takes Lagny, 185. PofiefTes himfeif of Corbeil, 
]88. Returns to the Netherlands, 189. His 
cavalry defeated hv prince Maurice, 196. Marches 
again into France, 203* Invefts the town of 
St. £(pnt de Rue, 208. Raifes the fiege of 
Rouen, i^rd Is wounded at Caudbec, 209, Hri 
army blocked up by Henry IV. at Caux, 211. 
Efcapes by paffin» the Seine, 215. Rctui^ns to the 
Netherlands again, 216. Is ordered back to France^ 
ai)d dieS| 224* Hts charader, 225* 

Paul 
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^i^bitii^n of hi^ nq>bejf 3« 36. Caure of hi;^aiiimo- 
fity tQ tine emperor Cl^arjes Y. j.9. C^acJu^i^c ail 
alliance wUK France ag^inft ik^^^wperottt 3^ In- 
duces Hentr ^o ^r«ak ihe trucf of Yau<c?elks* 50. 
Hi» vX^'ent coddud* 52. Paffits a fen^fiiQc^^ de- 
prive Ph.yip II. of thfv fpYCfeigoty of . Naples, 56. 
Hin donviiuona lovadM by thc^ dukjc o| Alvfti '59i 
Obtains a truce, 6l* H^ forq^ defcAuA l^ Co-^ 
Ioan{i,64« Obtains poa^e^feomrlUlip^ j6r Dies, 

W- . . ' ^ 

B^yetie^ Sieur dc9 talMft 4an Ciert^Udcaberg.&Qdi the 
Spaniards, ii. loou 

Pim/rroUf earl of, joins tbfi duke of Savvey with a I\od/ 
of ^nglifli forces, i. 68. I9 fimt home, 76.. . -- 

Finnam de Fdiz^ the fort 0^ reduced by dort GarcU dtf 
Toledo, i. i6.d. 

PtKiZy Antonio, his baie treatment b; ^hiUp II. of 
Spain, iii« ai6« 

Philip II. king of Spaiio, his birth a^d educsitlon, i. i. 
His charafier, 2. His A-ft marnage, ibi4: U called 
by his ^ther into the Low Countries, 3. Uopopu- 
iarity of his manners, 4. Difgufts the Getmans^ 64 
Returns to Spain, 8. parries Mary que^rn of Eng- 
land, 9* Summary of jhe marriage articles, ii^ 
Arrives in England, 14^ His behaviour and man"" 
ners, ibid. Is refufed the ceremony of coronation, 
1 6. His endeavours to remove the prejudices enter- 
tained againft him, ibid. Inftigates a perfetutipn of 
the Englifh proteftants, 1 7. Leaves England, 19; 
His undutiful behaviour to bis father, 20. Reyievir 
of his dominions and the extent of his pover^ 25. 
Dependence of the pope on him, 29*. His condudi 
on Henry IL of France breaking the truce of Vau- 
celles, 55. Is deprived of the fovereigdty of Naples 
by the lentence of pope Paul W. 56. His fcruples 
as to oppofing the pope by violence, explained, 57. 
Orders Alva to invade the pope'd dominions, 59* 
Levies forces in the Low- Countries againft France, 
65. Engages England in tbe war, 66. His beha- / 

viour 00 the vidory at St. Quintin^ 74, Takes |he f 
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towHf 75* Neg^cAt the improvement of bis advan- 
u^f 76* CoiiclMdes a peace with the pope, ibid. 
His motives to defire a peace with France, 86. 
Prcjeds ft marriage with queen Elizabeth, 90, His 
coooud with refpeA to bis allies, 93* State of his 
•ffiurs in luly oil the peace of Chateau Cambrefis, 
and death of Henry II. of France, 99. His avc&- 
fion to the Flemings, itt. His edi^s againft the 
proteftants, XI4. His rigorous tribunals for the 
extirpation of berefy, 115. Fills the Netherlands 
with Spaniih foldiers, 117. Appoints the dutchefs 
of Parma regent, 11 8. Meets a convention of the 
States at Ghenti lao* Hu inflexibility in religion, 
123. Oriun of the difguft between him and the 

Jrince of Orange, 125. Returns to Spain, i3i« 
[is partiality t6 Spain, 132. Orders Caranxa, 
archbifliop of Toledo, to be profecuted by the In- 
quifidon, 138. Enjoys the fpedacle of an Auto de 
Fe, I JO. The prudence of his civil government, 
141. His unfiiccelsful armament againft Tripoli, 
147. His great preparatiotts ta reduce Pennon de 
Vekz, 159. Wiflies to exclude all proteftahts 
from attending the council of Trent, 172. Ac- 
knowledges the authority of the council, and orders 
obedience to its decrees, 184. His vigorous mea- 
fures to affift the knidits of Malta aeainft the Turk* 
Hh invafion, 190. out ungeneroufly neglefts affift- 
ing them, 224. Sends troops at length who defeat 
the Turks, 230. Evades the prince of Orange's 
application for the removal of cardinal Granvdle, 
240. His reception of count Egmont, 248. Is of- 
fended at the confultation about means to flop the 
growth of herefy in the Netherlands, 250. The 
grounds of his averiion to the prince of Orange, and 
the counts Born and Egmont, 273. Refolves to 
awe the Netherlands by an army, 288. Sends Alva 
thither, 290* The extraordinary powers be in- 
veiled Alva with, 296. Hiftory of his fon don 
Carlos, 303* Orders him to be poifoned, 306. His 
reply to Maximilian's remonftrance on the duke of 
Alva's condu^y 3(0. Is inftigated againft his Mo- 

refco 
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refco fu1>je£lt, 344. DiTarms them, 346. Ilii 
oppreffive edidi againft them, 347. The provinces 
of Granada revolts, 350. Makes flaves of the pri- 
fonerS) 357. His dreadful feverities againft the re« 
volters when fubdued, 364. Enters into a league 
with the pope and Venetians againft the Turks, 
368« His behaviour on the vidory of Lepanto, 374. 
Recedes from his demand of the tenth and twentieth 
pennies from the Netherlands, ii. 46. Is perfuaded 
by the emperor Maximilian to negociate with the 
prince of Orange^ 150. Appoints don John of 
Auftria governor of the Netherlands, 195. Abfo^ 
lutely refufes to remove him, and ratify the elciSion 
of Matthias, 240. Motives of his neglefl in fup- 
porting don John of Auftria, 256. Is fufpe£ted o^ 
poifoning him, iUd. Confents to the treaty between 
the prince of Parma and the Walloons, 274. His 
condud in the conferences at Cologn, 281. His 
private offers to the prince of Orange, 283. His in- 
terview with Sebaftian king of Portugal, 291. Hit 
negociations with Muley Moluc and the Turkifh 
fultan, ibid. His pretenfions to the kingdom of 
Portugal, 299. His manifefto, 305. Invades Por- 
tugal, 314. Conquers it, 327. Offers a reward 
for the life of the prince of Orange, 356. All alle- 
giance to him folemnly abjured by the States of the 
United Provinces, 359. His attention to the affairs 
of France, iii. 50. Enters into a treaty with the 
duke of Guife, 51. • Meditates the conqueft of £ng^ 
land, 107. His Invincible Armada, 122. This 
fleet totally ruined, 137. His magnanimity on this 
difafter^ 140. His views on France, 172. Sends 
' the duke of Parma to France to oppofe Henry IV. 
174. Orders the duke of Parma to march again 
to the affiftance of the League in Prance, 203. His 
bafe treatment of t^fcovedo, and Antonio Perez, 
217. Sends troops to chaftife the people of Arra« 
gpn, 221. Aboliflies the conilitution of the Arra- 
gonian government, 222. Appoints count Manf- 
veldt governor of the Netherlands, 227* Procures 
a convention of the States of the Catholic League 
JD d 2 « in 
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in France, a^8. His interelled vieWd' dtfc6v6fed by 
the French, 229. State ot his aflairs, 238. Ap- 
points the archduke Erneft governor of the Nether- 

' lands, 242. His motives for con^numg hoftilities 
agarnft Henry IV. of France, ^45. riis reply to 

. Henry's declaration of waf, afft^. tnVades Bur- 
gundy, 27^. Undertakes a defcent tipt>h Ireland, 
301. CadisC plundered by the Engliit,* 303. His 
fleet again ft Ifelanfd deftroyed by a ftorm, 305* His 
topedient to free fartafeif froth his pecuniary embar- 
rafTments, 316. His motives to a peac^ with France, 
310. Concludcsapeaceat Vervins, 326. Refignsihe 
fovereignty of the Netherlatids to h?^ fon- in-law, 
the archduke Albert, 329. His fllnef^ and death, 
332., His charaQer, 334; 

PiaUy the Turkilh admiraly deftroys the Sparilfli fleet 
under the duke of Medina Coeli,* i. 150. Com- 
mands the Turklfh fleet fent againft Malta, 189. 
192. 

Plus IV. pope, dilTuades the duk^ of Sivoy frotii call- 
ing a provincial fynodj i. 168. Is forced to agree 
to the rcaflemblirig of the council of Trent, 170. 
Governs the proceedings of the council^ 175. Dif- 
folves the council abruptly, 178. CoMrms its de- 
crees by a bull, 180. 

Piuf V. pope, his charader, i. 367. Applies to the 
princes of Europe to anite againft the Turks, ibid. 
His death, 379. 

Plumarty his expedient for raifing the fiege of Tergoes, 
i. 447. 

Porucarnro^ governor of Dourlcns, his ftratagem for 
the furprife of Amiens, iii.3ii. Is befieged and 
killed there, 315. 

fortttgaU ftate of, at the time of the refignation of the 
emperor Charles V. i. 28. State of the difputtd 
fucceflion to the crown, ii. 287. Death of king 
Sebaftian, 2'98. Acceffion of Don Henry, 299. 
State of the prctenfions of feveral candidates for the 
fucceflion, ibid. Don Antonio declared illegitimate, 
306. Death of Don Henry, 309, Don. Antonio 
proclaimed king, 315, Is invaded by the Spaniards, 
6 ib'uL 
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,<jfV. ;Lifbon AibiDits to Alva, 3;iq. U j^^ely 

PrGt^fhmti^ cruel ediSs publi(hed againft.in the Neeher- 
lAl)d99 by |he cnapcror Cfuirles V. and Philip .11. pf 
Spaiot i* 114' inquiruorfal proceedings ;igainft 
ih^Qi) i.iS* . jlerufe.to attend'the.council pf Tr^nt, 
and .why* .174. Valcpgiefipes reduced apd garri* 
.fop^dy 2&i. ^MaiTacre of, at P^ris, ii. 23* 

J^/ir/iff, St. IS iefieged by the duke of Savoy, i. 69* 
The French army under MontiQorency, defeated 
ihere, 73. The town t^ken, 75. 



R. 

RefmnAtign^ the rapid progrefs of, i. ico. Penetrates 
even int^qSpaUi,. 137. Progrefs of, 164*244. See 

'Rffkeberg^ ,QOiWt,oU is enticed over to the SpaniQi in* 
tereft, ii. 348. His death, 352. 

Rtqwjins^ gxf^nd commendfltor, ads as lieutenant to 
.I)on. JoUn^of AuQria, at the battle of LepantOi u 

. , 3^9* Syci^e^ds th^ duke of Alva in the governmept 
.of the Ne4;l)erlands, ii. 102. His character, and 
.. i^ft traftfaiStions, 107. Imprudently fulFers ^he mu- 
tinous Spaniih troops to.t^ke pofieflion of Antwerp, 
127* Publi|}>es an a6t of indemnity, 131. Befieges 
t/eydei)) 133. Undertakes the conquelt of Zealand, 
160, .Tran(ports a body of forces through an arm 
of the fea to Duveland, {61. Befieges Bommeneg 
168. And Zi tic fee, 170. His death, 175. 

Rim^^tif, battle of, ii. 241. 

Riperda^ his fpeech to the principal inhabitants of 
Haerlem, ii. 64. Is .beheaded by the Spaniards, 
90. 

Rome^ its dependence on Philip II. of Spain, i. ag^ 

R^m^ the Sieur de, p^rfuades the aichduke Albert to 
P d 3 undertake 
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undertake the fiege of Calais, iii. 287* Is intrufted 
with the conduct of it, ibid. Takes the town by 
ftorm, 291. Is killed at the fiege of Huift, 298. 

Jimerdem^ the townfoien of, maiBracred by count de 
' Bofiut, i. 432. 

Jtwin 18 beiieged by Henry IV. of France, iii. 10Z% 
The fiege raifed by the duke of Parma, 208. 

Jbir^mon4 is feized by the prince of Orange, ii, 23, 



S. 

Sacberh^ naval engagement of, between the Dutch and 
the Spaniards, ii. no* 

Santa Croa^ marquis of, commands the Spanifli fleet 
employed againft Portugal, ii. 311. Is appointe4 
commander of the Invincible Armada, but dtes^ 
iii. 124. 

Bavoy^ Philibert Emanuel duke of, commands an army 
in the Netherlands to z6t againft France, i. 65. Is 
joined by the earl of Pembroke, 68. Lays fiege to 
St. Quintin, 69* Defeats Montmorency there, 73. 
His ineffedual perfecution of his reformed fubjeds, 
169. 

ScbiUif defcription of the prince of Parma's fortified 
bridge over, for the blockade of Antwerp, n\. I2. 

Schinky Martin, his brave attempt for the relief of 
Venlo, iii, 70. Builds a fort on the Rhine, and 
over-runs the country round, 154. Is filled inaa 
attack on Nimeguen, 155. 

Scwarizenhurg^ count, is fent by the emperor Maximi-r 
lian to treat with the prince of Orange, ii. 150. 

Sehafiian^ king of Portugal, his charader, ii. 288^ 
Undertakes the invafion of Morocco, 290. His in- 
terview with Philip of Spain, 291. Lands in Africa, 
292. Battle of Alcazar, 295. Is killed, 298. 

Bilim^ Sultan, invades the iflahd of Cyprus, i. 367. 
A league formed againft him by pope Pius V. Philip 
II. of Spain, and the Venetians, 369. His fleet de- 
feated at Lepanto, 370. Concludes >a feparate peace 
with the Vcfieti^ns, 380. Pies, 385. 



I K D £ X. 

Hiffa^ Pon Carlos di, buro^ at an Attto.de-fe, in tbe 

psefence of Philip 11. i. 140. 
SiAiy^ Sir Philip, death of, iii. 77. 
Sixtus V. pope, encouragea Philip II. of Spain to the 

invafion of England, iii. 112. 
SAgri, befieged by the duke of Parma, iii, 93, Capi* 

tulates, 98. 
Sofyman^ emperor of the Turks, his conquefts, u 

142. Deftroys the Spanifh fleet fent againft Tri« 

poll, 150. His preparations to reduce the ifland 
. of Malta, 187. His troops driven from the ifland, 

SofMjfy Theodore, commander of the Dutch fleet, de- 
feats count BoSvLt the Spaniih admiral, ii. 97. 

Spainy the hiftory of the Moors in, i.. 341. The country 
defolated by the feverities exerciied againft them, 
344. Revolt of the province of Granada, 35 1. 

Spauifl} troops, thofe under D*Avila in the l^etherlands, 
mutiny for want of nay, ii* 125. Another mutiny 
of, 178. Seize Aloft, 179. Are declared rebels by 
th^ council of ftate, i8p. See Navare/ef 



T. 

TiTgdis^ fiege of, i. 444. Its fituation, 447. Extra- 
ordinary relief of, 451. 

ThiiuuiUi is taken by the duke of Guife, i. 81. 
. Toltdoy Caranza, archbiihop of, is fufpedled of inclin<r 
ing to the reformed opinions,' i. 137. Is profecuted 
in the inquiiition by order of Philip II. ibid. 

Tolid^j Frederic de, fon of the doke of Alva, block- 
ades Mons, ii. 19. Lays divers towns under con- 
tribution, 42* iiis barbarous treatment of Zutphen, 
iUd. His great progrefs in reducing the revolted 
towns, 59* His cruel maflacre at Naerden, 60. Be- 
iieges Hacrlem, 69. Is ordered by bis father to per- 
ifevere in tbe fiege, 79. His perndious barbarity to 
tbe garrifpn and inhabitants^ 90* His troops mu- 
tiny, 92. Befieges Alcmaer, ^5. 

Tokdd^ 
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ini/idI;»'don Garcia^^de^.Fcduaei the Ibrt of Pennon 4e 

Velez, i. i6i. Is jnade. viceroy of Sidily^ 162* 
Tcurnayy the tumult^ of ibe rrsformcrs these qiucted 

rby count Horn, \. 272. 
Tournhout^ battle of between prinde.Mauriee andtthe 
.: count. de .V|rn»^ iii. .308. 

Tr^ff^ fummary account of the council. of, i. .i66« 
! Stiteof Europe at that time, 'i67» ^Fhe meeting 
- «*lF)revived;by pOpePius^IV. 171- Reafohs wi^y the 
h iProteftanti rofufedcCD atcend it, l';^4. - ^Is governed 
. by. the pope and'hii legates, 175* is ^bruptly.oon- 

cluded, 178. Its decrees confirmed by a papakbull, 
^017)9. *Itsdetreesreje(£ked by the court ofFianccy i8i« 
Tripoli^. tdktn and fortified ' by thte: Cor fair Dragut, I. 

.147. Uniucceftful expedition ^ of the Spaniards 

iigainft, iUd. 
Tferartj count de, deCends the province of ^Zealand for 

the prince of Orange, i* 440. Befieges: Middleburg, 

ibid. Befieges Teigoes, 444* 
TuniV, is taken by don John of Auftcia,:i. ^9* Js re« 

taken by the Turks, 384. 



.V. 

-ValdiZj is intruded by Requd^ns^ with the rciduftion Of 

Leyden, ii. 136. Confiqies -his operations to a 

blockade, ibid. Is forced toraire4he.fiege,.i47. Is 
* acGufed by his foldiers of being .bribed and . is. ill 

.treated, 149. Nm. 
VaUnciinms^ the city 0% reduced and garrifoned .l^ the 

regent, !• 280. " *' * ■ ' .\ ,: 

Fabf, Don Ferdinand dc, is elected king by thi Mo- 

refco inhabitants of Granada, 1, 352. See jfbsn 

Humeya. 
Varas^ count de, is defeated and kiHcd by prince Maiii 

rice, iii. 309. 
^f^arambcn, marquis of, is defeated by colonel Vere^ iii. 

156. Is defeated sind taken prifoner by maiflial 

JBiron^ ^PO. 
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fargas^ a Spanifli officer, plunders Maeflrlcht,' ii. 

Vaucitlesy truce of, procured by the emperor Charles V. 

previous tb hi^ refignauon^ i. 23, Is broken by 

Henry If. of France, 50. 
Velafcoj conftable of Caflile, invades Rurgundy,, iii. 

275. Is worfted by Henry IV. and rjetires, 276, 
Vinice^ political fituation of, at Uie ti^e of Charles V. 

refignlDg his dominions, i. 30. 
Vinhy is belieged by the prince of Parm^» iii. 70,. Ca- 
pitulated, 72. 
Verdugo defends Groningen for the Spaniards againft 

prince Maurice, iii. 253. 
Vere^ colonel, defeats the marqiiia of Varamboh, and 

relieves Rhinberg, iii, 156. Dil!ingui(hes bimfelf 

at the fiege of Dcvenier, 195, 
Firvins, conference^ held there for a peace betweea 

France and Spain, iii« 322. The peace concluded, 

Vigliusy prcfident of the council to the dutchefs of 
Parma, regent of the Netherlands, his arguments for 
receiving the decrees of the council of Trent, i. 243. 
Offers a remonftrance to-Pnilip, againft the barba- 
rity of Alva's adminiftration, .303. His objedions 
to Alva's taxations^ 405. 

Villarsy Sieur de, defends Rouen againft Henry IV. 
of France, iii. 202. His vigorous fally to raifc the 
fiege, 205. Is defeated and killed before Douxlens, 
268. 

ViteUiy marquis of, his advice to the duke of Alva, iir 
IS* His death, 174. 

tJ/loa^ Oforio de, condu<9s a body of Spanifh troops 
through an arm of the fea, to Duveland, ii. 163. 

Vluccia/Iif the Corfair, faves a part of the Turkifli fleet 
from deftruflion at the battle of Lepanto, i. 373. Is 
made commander in chief by Sultan Selim, 376. 
Retakes Tunis from Don John of Auftria, 384. 

Uxr/V^i Provinces of the Netherlands, the firft founda- 
tion of that republic laid by the treaty called the 
Union of Utrecht, ii. 275. The fovercignty of 
them conferred on the duke of Anjou, 353. All 

allegiance 
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allegiance to Philip of Spain folemnly abjured, 359* 
The prince of Orange aflaffinated, 416. Their cri« 
tical fituation on this event, iii. 45. Ofier the fo- 
vereignty to Henry III. of France, 46. To queen 
Elizabeth of England, 56. Treaty with Elizabeth^ 
62. Leicefter made governor and commander in 
chief, 64. They remonftrate to him on his arbi- 
trary condud, 8a« Reprefent' their grievances, to 
Jueen Elizabeth, 86. Profperity of, 91. Affift 
lizabeth with fhips to oppofe Philip's projeded in- 
vafion of England, 122. Prince Maurice made go- 
vernor of Guelderland and Overyflel, 164. RejeA 
the archduke Erneft's offer of treatine for.peace» 
243. Groningen united to the confederacy, 257* 
Enter into an alliance with Henry IV. of France, 
a65. Undertake their firft expedition into India, 
282, mte. See Nitberlands* 
Vtrtcht^ the States of, oppofe the impofition of the 
tenth penny, i. 411. Is filled with Spanifh foldiera 
at free quarters, 413. The treaty called the unioa 
of, ii. 275. 



W. 

Walloons^ fource of the quarrel between them and the 
Flemings, li. 250. Commence hoftilities againil 
them, 252. Are gained over by the prince of Par- 

' ma, 260. 

WUa^ Sir Thomas, his infurredion in oppofition to 
queen Mary's marriage, i. I2« 

Wiihugbbyy lord, fuccedls the earl of Leicefter in the 
command of the Englifh troops in the Netherlands, 
iii. 144. 



Z. 

Zialandf the province of, revolts againft the Spaniards* 
i. 440. Meafures taken there to wichftand the 
Spanifh power, it, 45, The Zealanders deftroy the 

Spaniih 
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Spanifli fleet under Adolphus Hanfiede at Antwerp, 
129. The conqueft of that province undertaken by 
Requefens, i6o. Siege of Bommeney i68. Siege 
of Ziricfee, 170. 

Ziricfii befieged by the Spaniards under Requefens^ 
ii. 170. Surrenders, 174, 

Zutpben^ its fituation, ii. 42. The cruelties pradifed 
there by don Frederic de Toledo, 43. Is befieged 
by the earl of Lekefter, iii. 76. Is uken by prince 
Maurice, 194. 
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